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but  this  projed  was  dropped,  in  coafequence 
of  an  order  iflued  out  by  the  emperor  of 
Morocco,  prohibiting  all  Chriftians  from 
approaching,  or  even  looking  upon  the 
holy  city  of  Tetuan,  where  fome  Englifh- 
men  had  lately  taken  liberties  with  the 
Moorifh  women.  Being  difappointed  in 
our  firft  plan,  we  pitched  upon  that  of 
running  over  *o  Tangiers,  and  from  thence 
making  an  excurfion  into  the  inland  parts. 
Both  thefe  hopes  were  defeated  by  the 
contrary  winds,  and  we  were  under  the 
iieceffity  of  giving  up  fo  favourite  a  point, 
which,  you  may  believe,  was  a  moft  fen* 
fible  mortification  to  us  botlu 

We  returned  toOadiz  by  our  former  route, 
feme  trifling  deviations  escqpt^  t  i^m  «f 
which  was^  to  vifit  the  ahnoft  imperceptible 
remains  of  the  city  of  Carteia,  where  CnetiM» 
fon  of  Pompey  the  Great,  took  refuge  after 
the  battle  of  Munda«  Thefe  ruinSy  of 
which  fcarce  any  thing  but  part  of  (t  waU 

is 
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Is  to  be  feen,  ftahd  on  a  rifihg  ground  at 
the   ttibuth   of  a   little  river,    tvhich  falls 
fe«to  tht   tttmh-Weft   corner   of  the    bay. 
Wifl€J%    have    blundered  ftrangely  about 
die  fituation  of  this  toWn,  fomc  placing  it 
at  Alge^iras,  or  Old  Gibrakar,  ahd  others  fo 
£u:offa^  Tariff.  Tht  rubbifli  and  the  quantity 
6f  its  own  coins  found  here,  which  are  com- 
mon enough  among  the  Jews  of  Gibraltar, 
kave  n6  room  to  doubt  of  the  truth  of  the 
tradition  which  fiJces  it  upon  this  fpot.  ,  In 
pafling  the  wbods  beyond  Los  Farios^  we 
ra&fed  a  prodigious  eagle  of  the  golden  kind : 
our  fervantsj  who  went  before,  took  it  for 
a  boy  inuffltfd  up  in  a  yellowilh  cloak,  and 
were  fo  furprifed  "ivhen  it  took  wing,  that 
W6  could  not  JJrevail  upon  the  man  who 
carried  die  blunderbufs  to  fire  at  it,  till  it 
was  got  out  of  reach.     Its  colour  was  a 
4u^y  yellow  (haded  with  green,  its  head 
Vfety  fttidoth  and  dafk  j  about  the  bdly  it 
wa«  of  t  iftttddy  brown. 

A   2  At 
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At  nightfall  we  came  to  a  farm-houfe  be* 
longing  to  the  duke  of  Medina  Sidonia, 
where  the  fervants,  in  the  abfence  of  the 
mafter  farmer,  refufed  to  give  us  leave  to 
pafs  the  night.  One  of  our  men  being 
difpatched  into  the  field,  brought  the  far- 
mer with  him,  very  much  out  of  humour 
at  his  houfe  being  made  an  inn  of,  and 
fully  determined  to  pack  us  off  about  our 
bufinefs,  as  he  fufpeded  us  to  be  little 
better  than  rogues  and  fmugglers;  indeed 
the  appearance  of  our  meflenger  was  not 
unfavourable  to  that  opinion.  St.  Germain 
exhibited  a  fet  of  ftern  features,  with  a 
thick  black  beard ;  an  old  laced  hat  fiercely 
cocked  hanging  over  his  eyes  j  a  military 
jacket,  acrofs  which  was  flung  a  fcimitar 
and  a  pair  of  piftols  ;  dirty  leather  fpatter- 
daflies,  a  hoarfe  voice,  ftrange  language, 
and  foreign  accent.  All  this  together 
could  hardly,  in  fuch  a  country,  convey  the 
idea  of  any  thing  but  a  captain  of  ban- 
ditti. 
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ditti.  When  the  farmer  entered  his  court- 
yard, and  faw  fuch  a  formidable  fet  of 
armed  men  in  pofleffion  of  his  caftle,  he 
thougljt  it  advifable  to  alter  his  tone,  and 
be  very  civil  We  accepted  his  offer  of  a 
new  barn  or  granary,  where  we  pitched  our 
tenfs,  fupped,  and  flept  very  comfortably, 
having  previoufly  fluffed  with  ftraw  the 
holes  which  had  been  left  in  the  wall  for 
the  free  ingrefs  and  egrefs  of  the  pigeons. 

Thefe  farms  are  very  ext^five,  and  en- 
tirely unconneded  with  their  neighbours. 
Each  farm  has  its  own  baker,  who  twice  a 
week  diftributes  a  certain  quota,  of  bread  to 
every  houfe-fervant,  herdfman,  plough-boy, 
and  fliepherd.  The  plain  about  the  houfe 
is  a  deep  rich  foil,  the  pafturage  luxuriant, 
but  in  many  places  over-run  with  weeds 
and  rank  grafs;  a  muddy  rivulet  winds 
through  the  flats,  and  is  often  a  very  trou- 
blefome  pafs  for  travellers. 

A3  W« 
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We  met  with  nothmg  rem^rkabk  on  the 
road  to  Vegelj  ftorks,  whoopoops,  and  ^ 
fo?,  were  the  only  living  creatures  wq  ii^Wt 
The  fun  grew  fo  extremely  powerful,  that 
we  were  glad  to  pafs  the  noon-tide  houra 
under  a  large  tree  before  the  door  of  one 
of  the  Jkte  molimsj  by  the  fide  of  a  brook. 
The  miller  and  his  neighbours  were  very 
civilj  and  furnifhed  us  with  a  tabic,  chairs^ 
glafles,  and  every  thing  neceflary  for  our 
tepail,  one  of  the  moft  delicious  I  ever 
njade.  The  old  and  young  forced  a  circle 
round  us,  while  we  devoured  our  cold  ham 
and  turkey.  As  I  perceived  one  of  the 
young  fellows  fmile  and  look  very  arch,  I 
told  him  I  hoped  h«  was  not  fcai;idajized 
at  our  eating  ra,^at  in  Lent,  as  we  were 
allowed  that  liberty,  as  travellers.  "  No,, 
"  n^^''  replied  he,  "  not  I  indeed  j  for  I 
^  kpow  you,  bdoog^  to  a  happy  fet  of 
"  people,  with  whom  to-day  is  always  thq 
^'  holiday^  and  to-morrow  the  vigil  ^vAfaJiy 

His 
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His  joke  made  v»  laB^,  and  ht  all  h» 

OMtipanions  in  a  roar :  m  the  hd^st  of  oait 

mjnk  ait^good-hittnour^  a  little  dtilr  wonwr 

ventured  to  afk  a  tafte  of  a  hmmper  of 

Malagiiy  which  beia^  the  botfom  of  a  bot^ 

tfe^  I  hdd  pven  »]]r  »«^  to^  ddMi ;   he 

«d«avouffed  td^  put  hep  off,,  v^  feUlttg 

hec  tiiat  k  was  the'  ynnt  e£  the  Mo<»pSs 

(;oiifequeAtly  ungodiy,  aed  fiich  ae^  9r  zeo^ 

low  Spaniard  WQ«M  tbmk  himielf  poifot^ 

were  he  td  put  k  to  hU^lipe  j  ho^vci?  the 

old  dane  bagged  ihe  ought'  t&i^  k  out  of 

duioiityy,  aivd  having  onee  got  thteg^fsk^ta 

her  hands,  fwallowed  every  drop  of  the  wiae 

at  one  gu^,  to  the  great  aftoniflimeilD  of 

poor  St»  Germam:   to  comlbrt  hka^  fhe 

aflured  himrflie  ihould  have  a  better  opiniQ]» 

of  the  Moors  as  long  as  ihe  lived,  fmce 

the^r^  ni^de  aad  drank  fuch  excdlent  Uquoft 

In  about  three  hours  ride  we  gat  to 

Cblclana,  and  next  day  hired  x  bark  to 

(Cjvry  ^s  ta  Cadis.    The  rowii^g  4owa  the 

A  ^.  Tiver 
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river  was  very  pleafant,  as  by  its  con-; 
tinual  winding  we  kept  in  fight  of  the 
pretty  hill  of  Chiclana,  till  we  pafled 
through  die  arches  of  the  bridge  of  Sua- 
90  into  the  bay.  The  channel  through 
the .  fhallows  is  very  narrow  and  crooked. 
The  king's  dock-yards  at  the  Garaccas  lie 
near  the  entrance  ;  and  farther  down  is  the 
Trocadero,  or  magazines  and  docks  for 
merchantmen.  The  approach  to  the  city 
is  beautiful;  but  the  flownefs  pf  our  mo- 
tion, retarded  by  contrary  winds  and  cur- 
rents, made  us  heartily  fick  of  our  water 
party. 

On  the  3d  of  April  we  left  Cadiz,  and 
in  lefs  than  an  hour  landed  at  Port  Saint 
Mary,  where  we  were  received  and  enter- 
tained for  three  days  by  General  Count 
Alexander  O'Reilly,  with  every  poffible 
demonftration  of  politenefs  and  cordiality. 
This  gentleman  has  been  of  late  fo  much 
talked  of,    that   I  was  eager  to  feize  the 

opportunity 
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opportunity  of  pafling  fome  time  with  hinL 
To  attempt  to  draw  hfe  charader  is  far 
above  my  powers,  or  thofe  of  any  three 
day's  acqudntance.  It  would  be  unfair 
and  prefumptuous  to  decide  upon  the  merits 
or  demerits  of  any  man  on  fuch  (light 
grounds.  He  appears  to  be  very  a£live, 
intelligent,  and  fevere,  in  the  poll  of  in- 
Ipedlpr-general  of  the  Spiinifli  infantry,  an 
employnient  of  great  bufmefs.  I  believe 
him  (killed  in  tadtics ;  to  have  read  a  great 
deal  in  his  more  advanced  time  of  life  (for. 
I  don't  imagine  his  education  fumifhed  him 
vnth  any  great  ftock  of  learning)  ;  to  have 
feen  with  a  penetrating  eye,  and  to  have 
ftudied  profoundly  the  characters  and  weak- 
riefTes  of  men.  His  intrepidity  in  facing, 
and  fteadinefs  in  conquering,  all  difficul- 
ties, that  may  lie  in  his  way  to  prefer- 
ment, are  fufficiently  known  and  varioufly 
defcanted  upon :  his  memory  is  prodigious ; 

his 
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hit  judgmeitt^  of  mea  and  things  qindc  ami 
procife,  peihafis  too  pcanemptory.  He  bai 
raodii  ready  wit  at  cDmmanii,  e^eciailjr 
whea  he  has.  a  mind  tot  tnrit  tke  lau^ 
againft  any  particular  perfooy  in  which  cafe 
he  i&accuifid  of  often  caorryiog  thejdtttoo 
fer;  «id  I  don^t  know  but  h«  may  owe 
fiame  of  hb  many  enemies  to  the  ridicuhi 
fae  has  fdmetimea  thtroven  upon  there.  Some 
tliink  him  rathe?  too  fend  of  taikiirg,  and 
of  making  himiblf  the  fvi^St  c£  fiia  di£« 
couTfe^  but  they  tmaSk  acknorvdedg^  he^ 
fpeaka  witk  great  ekiqnenoe:  in  a  rariety  of 
kfi^agesk  His;  countenance  and  figure 
are:  rathier  comd^r;  lyut  a  wound  in  hi^  knei^ 
cau^him to.l&np^  an  imperfediioa  whidk 
ba^  afibrded  his  enemies  great  fcope  fer 
raillery ;  t^  king  a  fondne^  fer  him  baaara 
him  up  againft  all  theiy  efforts  to  ruin  him^  j 
hia  majefty)  who  thinks  husielf  indebted  to 

a^ReiUy  {qv  1^*  lifet.  I»  ti*  fedition  of 

Madrid^ 
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Mftdri4,*  fupports  him  wki  iaflextWe  c€Bn 
ftaeoy^  Vfhm  the  new  r^d  wa?  m^Jkmg 
to*  the  paUce  of  the  Par40)  ^  U(t}f,  iig% 
ever-grccn  oak  was  found  toiUnd  in  the 
line  nvaxked  out  for  the  highway.  This 
tree,  by  it$  oddity  and  folitary  pofition,  h^d 
attrafted  the  notice  and  gained  the  favaut 
of  the  king,  who  forbade  the  engineers  to 
raeddle  with  it.  In  fpite  of  all  the  remon?^ 
i^f^nce^s  of  the  minifter  and  furvcyors^  the 
oak  ftill  remsuna  ftan^ng  in  the  middle  of 
the  road;  the  king  often  ihews  it  to  hi$ 
cowtiers,  an4i>  obfcrvi«g  with  a  fmile^  th^t; 
it  hw  EQ  fri^fid  buj  his»(felli  calU:  it 
O^Reilly, 

The  only  nsvwning  we  h*d  free  &om  rai«^, 
we  empbyed  in  a  ridi?  taSanluq^,  to  f^e 
the  m(Hrth  ^S  tl^  Guad^qnivir,  the  a»cient 
Bo^ti3,  where  the  fleet*  of  Spain  wer-P  wont 

*  He  rode  into  the  crowd  of  rioters,  and  fliot  a  fel- 
Ipw  ^sd  that  bad  tiken  ap  a  ftone  ami  was  going  ta 
thfow  it  at  the  king. 

2  to 
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to  rendezvous,  before  Cadiz  was  made  the 
ftaple  for  Indian  goods,  and  before  the  bar 
at  the  mouth  became  fo  confiderable  as  to 
impede  the  navigation  of  large  veflels. 

The  ground  rifes  very  beautifully  weft 
of  Saint  Mary's ;  it  is  a  perfed  garden : 
Ijpring,  which  is  now  in  full  vigour,  and  every 
hedge  and  bufh  covered  with  flowers,  ren- 
dered our  jaunt  delightful.  The  kermes  or 
holme-oak  is  in  great  beauty,  quite  on  fire 
with  the  fcarlet  gall-nuts  of  the  little  infed: 
which  produces  the  falfe  cochineal  Near 
the  Guadalquivir,  the  country  is  arable, 
with  few  inclofures.  In  times  of  remote 
antiquity  Sanlucar  was  called  Fanum  Lvt- 
ciferi.  It  was  once  the  port  of  Seville, 
and  at  the  feafons  for  the  arrival  or  depar- 
ture of  the  fleets,  the  moft  ftirring  place 
in  Europe :  at  prefent  it  is  a  neat,  quiet 
town,  without  much  bufinefs.  The  fmall 
fhips  that  carry  on  its  trade,  lie  half  a 
league  farther  up  in  the  Anfa,  where  the 

Indian 
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Indian  flota  ufed  to  moor.  The  river  is  wide 
and  very  rough  at  the  bar  ;  the  oppofite  fhore 
fo  dead  a  flat,  that  it  is  diflficult  to  diftin- 
guifh  it  from  the  water.  I  fauntered  along  the 
Playa  de  Sanlucar,  without  meeting  a  foul : 
how  changed  from  what  it  was  in  the  days  of 
Cervantes,  when  it  was  crowded  with  the  bufy 
and  the  idle,  the  honeft  and  the  profligate  ! 
On  Friday  evening  we  came  to  Xeres. 
I  was  much  furprifed  to  hear,  from  good 
authority,  that  this  city  contains  no  lefs 
than  forty  thoufand  inhabitants,  of  which 
a  twentieth  part  are  ecclefiaftics.  We 
went  next  morning  to  the  monaftery  of 
Carthufian  monks,  a  few  miles  oflT,  re- 
markable for  its  breed  of  horfes,  and  for 
a  very  fine  view  over  the  plains  towards 
the  bay  and  {hipping  of  Cadiz.  The 
day  was  fultry,  and  I  could  with  pleafure 
have  lolled  it  out  in  the  prior's  garden, 
under  the  fhade  of  a  noble  lemon-tree, 
refrefhed  by  the  foft  perfumes  afcending 

on 
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on  every  fide  from  the  beighbootidg  m-* 
ehards. 

This  convent,  founded  in  1482  by  AI-* 
vate*  de  Vdleto,  a  citizen  of  Xeres,  k 
gtand,  and  well  laid  out :  water  is  con- 
veyed into  evety  public  hall  and  private 
Cell.  Vfe  were  difappointed  of  the  prin- 
cipal end  of  our  journey,  which  was  to  fee 
their  fine  ftallions,  for  they  were  all  out  in 
the  country  at  the  covering-ftables.  The 
earth,  in  the  cementaries  of  Xeres,  has  the 
quality  of  preferving  corpfes  uncorrupted 
for  years  and  ages. 

Upon  leaving  Xeres,  we  found  the  roads 
much  the  worfe  for  the  heavy  rains ;  and 
two  days  were  fpent  in  travelling  a  few  miles 
through  ftiff,  deep  clays,  where  we  expected 
to  flick  faft  every  inftant,  as  the  wheels  were 
clogged  to  a  great  height.  We  faw  fome 
buftards  in  thefe  plains. 

This  morning  we  arrived  in  Seville,  which 
appears  to  great  advantage  from  the  hills,  at 

the 
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the  diftance  of  a  couple  of  miles.  The  foil 
upon  the  heights  is  iandy,  planted  with  pine- 
trees  and  vines,  inclofed  with  hedges  of  va- 
rious kinds  of  flimbs,  among  which  there  | 
is  a  great  ^jwtntity  of  yefiow  jafndne. 
Roand  dbe  city  is  a  giceat  plcdn  of  corn-lands, 
psdftur^,  and  gardent;  the  Guadalquivir, 
which  runs  throu^  it,  is  veryfubjefl:  td 
overflow  its  banks,  and  ky  all  the  adjacent 
country  under  water ;  die  lowlands  by  the 
river  fide  are  common,  and  two  years  crop^ 
ped  with  oorb,  the  third  left  to  run  up  into 
graft. 

When  We  entered  the  city,  our  muleteer* 
w^te  oUiged  to  ride  as  poftillions  on  the 
foremoft  mules,  tQ  comply  with  the  orders 
of  the  magiftrates  for  preventing  ftoppaget 
and  accidents  in  the  ftreets,  which  are  uo- 
coflunonly  croc^d  and  narrow* 


LET. 
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LETTER       XXXI. 

Seville,  April  9,  1776^ 
"¥Tr  7  E  arrived  yefterday  morning  in  this 
^  ^  capital  of  Andalufia ;  and  as  foon 
as  we  had  dined  and  dreft  ourfelvcs,  walked 
out  with  no  particular  objedl  in  view,  but 
merely  to  ftroU  through  the  ftreets,  by  way 
of  making  ourfelves  acquainted  with  the 
city ;  chance  led  us  into  the  court  of  the 
Alcazar,  or  royal  palace,  and  the  centry 
diredled  us  to  a  gallery,  which  he  faid  would 
bring  us  to  the  gardens.  You  have  often 
heard  me  launch  out  in  praife  of  fome  hang*- 
ing-gardens  in  Italy,  fo  refreftiing  and  vo- 
luptuous in  the  fummer  evenings;  this  of  the 
Alcazar  is  exadly  fuch  another ;  feveral  par- 
terres, furrounded  by  galleries  and  terraces, 
interfefted  by  myrtle  hedges  and  jafmine 
bowers,  and  perfumed  by  clumps  of  orange- 
trees,  have  alfo  the  advantage  of  abundance 

of 
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of  water.  A  large  party  of  fprightly  dam«- 
fels  and  young  men  that  were  walking  here 
were  much  indebted  to  us  for  making  the 
water-works  play,  by  means  of  a  fmall  gra- 
tuity to  the  keeper.  Nothing  can  be  more 
delicious  than  thefe  fpririklings  in  a  hot  day ; 
all  the  flowers  feemed  to  acquire  new  vi- 
gour; the  odours,  exhaled  from  the  orange, 
citron,  and  lemon  trees,  grew  more  poignant, 
more  balfamic,  and  the  company  ten  times 
more  alive  than  they  were :  it  was  a  true 
April  ihower.  We  fauntered  near  two  hours 
in  the  groves,  till  we  were  quite  in  ecftafy 
with  fweets.  'Tis  a  moft  heavenly  refidence 
in  fpring ;  and  I  ihould  think  the  fummer 
heats  niight  be  tempered  and  rendered  fup- 
portable  enough,  by  the  profufion  of  water 
which  Seville  enjoys. 

Philip  the  Fifth  refided  here  many  years 
towards  the  end  of  his  life,  and  paflfed  his 
time  in  drawing  with  the  fmoke  of  a  candle 

VOL.  11.  B       .         '  on 


iS      THAVELS   T»itOTTGH  SPAIV. 

CQileaiboank,  orxn^uigfcH-ttechmaKttk 
refervoir,  by  torch  light. 

On  cw  iuft  cntranoe  into  tik  ipabce, 
^pddch  18  a  fs^kck^  Saraoenic,  ConveMual, 
.  iftfwJOpecianarohftefturc,  I  was  muck  taken 
witfc  the  prmdpal  fitmt  tjf  the  inner-court ; 
a  piece  of  as  good  Morifco  work  as  any  I 
had  yet  feen.  Having  read  that  ihe  Moors 
built  one  part  of  this  palace,  I  concluded  I 
was  admiring  fomething  as  old  as  the  Ma- 
hometan kings  of  Seville ;  but  upon  clofer 
examination  tv^  not  a  little  furprifed  to  find 
iidfis^  cqfiksj  and  Other  armorial  enfigns  of 
Caftille  and  Leon,  interwoven  widhi  the 
Arabeffque  foliages ;  "and  ftill  mbrefo,  to  fee, , 
in  large  'Gothic  chara^fters,  an  infcription 
informing  me,  that  thdfe  edifices  were 
built  in  the  fourteenth  century,  by  the  mott 
mi^ty  king  of  t^^dtille  and  Lecm,  Don 
'Pedro. 

Within  this  portico  is  a  court  ninety-three 
feet  by  fixfy-nine ;  it  is  flagged  with  marble, 

and. 
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and  fnrrounded  vnth  a  colonnade  of  white 
marbk  cdumns  of  the  Corindbiian  order^ 
eleg&ntlf  pf  oportioned,  md  well  executed  { 
the  w^tts  behiftd  afe  covered  with  gfotefque 
de%nfi  in  this  Mdorlfli  tafte :  Charles  V.  hal 
contrived  to  foift  his  eagle  and  his  flm  outri 
into  evtry  ccmer.    The  great  hail  adjoining^ 
called  the  Mulk  tmtsnjdj  ot  half-orange^ 
ftom  the  form  of  its  cupola,  is  richly  gilt 
iind  ftoccoed  in  the  lame  mannen     Here  t 
own  my  titdke  knowledge  of  architecture 
wa6  iair}y  nonplufled ;  I  was  convinced  that 
the  pMtion  of  the  fabric,  called  by  the  tra- 
vel-writers the  Moori/b  party  was  the  work 
of  Peter  the  Cruel,  who  might  eafily  pro- 
cure ikilful  artifts  from  the  kings  of  Grana- 
da, with  whom  he  was  conneded  moft  part 
fuS  his  reign ;  but  there  was  no  accounting  for 
the   Corinthian  pillars,  unlefs  I  fuppofed 
them  to  have  belonged  to  fome  Roman 
edifice,  deftroyed  for  the  fake  of  fupplying 
materials  for  the  palace,  or  to  have  been 
B  2  placed 
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placed  by  the  epaperor  under  the  old  gallery, 
in  lieuof  othersin  a  barbarous  ftyle  orruinous 
ftate.  Next  to  the  court  of  the  lions,  in  the 
Alhambra,  this  fquare  is  the  moft  pleafing 
piece  of  Arabic  building  I  have  met  with, 
though  in  delicacy  of  defign  and  execution, 
the  ornaments  of  the  Sevillian  are  much 
inferior  to  thofe  of  the  Granadine  palace. 

Near  the  wcftern  entrance  was  formerly 
to  be  feen  a  ftone  feat,  with  its  canopy  fup- 
ported  by  four  pillars,  all  now  deftroyed 
Here  that  fevere  judge,  Don  Pedro,  fat  to 
decide  caufes,  and  give  fentence  upon  male- 
fadors^  His  juftice  was  fo  very  inflexible, 
that  in  thofe  days  of  feudal  anarchy,  it  was 
looked  upon  in  the  light  of  wanton  cruelty 
and  tyranny;  perhaps  that  unfortunate 
•  monarch  owes  to  the  hatred  of  thofe  he 
meant  to  reduce  to  order,  much  of  the 
obloquy  which  has  been  fo  plentifully  be- 
,  flowed  upon  him  by  hiftorians,  who  have 
painted  him  to  us  as  a  tyrant  fo  bloody,  fo 

wicked. 
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wicked,  as  almoft  to  exceed  the  bounds  of 
probability.     In  Andalufia,  where  he  fixed 
his  refidence,  and  feemed  moft  to  delight, 
his  memory  is  not  held  in  the  fame  abhor- 
rence.    The  Sevillian  writers  fpeak  of  him 
very  differently ;  and  inftead  of  his  ufual  ap- 
pellation of  Pedro  el  Cruel^  diftinguifh  him 
by  that  of  El  Jufticiero.     It  is  certain  that 
his  baftard-brother  and  murderer,  Henry  of 
Tranftamare,  was  guilty  of  crimes  full  as  atro- 
cious as  any  of  thofe  imputed  to  Don  Pedro; 
but  as  he  deftroyed  him,  his  family,  and 
adherents,  the  friends  of  the  new  fpurious 
race  of  monarchs  wer?  left  at  full  liberty  to 
blacken  the  characters  of  xht  adverfe  party, 
without  fear  of  being  called  to  an  account 
for  calumny,  or  even  contradicted.     Truth 
is  now  out  of  our  reach ;  and  for  want  of 
proper  proofs  to  the  contrary,  we  muft  fit 
down  contented  with  what  hiftory  has  left 
us,  and  allow  Don  Pedro  to  have  been  one 
B  3  of 
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of  the  moft  inhuman  butchers  th^^  ever  di£» 
graced  a  throne* 

We  devoted  thU  morning  to  an  excqriion 
in  fearch  of  the  nttos  of  Italica,  where  Tr^ 
j^ui,  Hadrian,  and  Theodofius  the  Greats 
are  fuppofed  to  have  been  born ;  a  fearch 
it  maj  moft  properly  be  called^  for  we 
wandered  a  long  league  wide  of  the  mark^ 
but  had  no  reafon  to  be  forry  fcMr  the  mif- 
take>  whatever  our  Catalonian  runxiing* 
footman  might  think  of  tte  matter.  We 
took  top  much  to  the  left^  after  crofjng  the 
river  on  the  bridge  of  boats^  and  ftrayed 
4ong  the  walk  of  a  convieat,,  where  the 
mook$  were  felling  the  lemons  of  their 
gardeo&  through  a  hole  in  the  wjJL.  The 
wind  was  rather  brifk,,  and  wafted  fuch 
perfumes  from  the  orange-groves,,  as  almoft 
IwUed  us  t»  fleep  j  the  nn^adows  and  com- 
iielda  that  we  rode  through  were  delightful^ 
ad  ricli  «od  luj^puriant  a9  ajsy  I  ever  faw  in 
Bbmders.  On  our  ri^t  hand  a  ftinge  of 
.  orange* 
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wange-gardena  fcrfiuned  the  biteze  before 
h  reached  u&;  and  on  tfhe  left  the  Guadal«« 
quivir  ran  winding  through  the  pUia.  Our 
foft  reveries  weie  d^iHFbqd  by  a  full  ftop, 
that  our  ruBuner  Cbriiloval,  made  at  a  guUy, 
where  a  brook  falls  into  a  river.  It  could 
only  be  pufled  on  fiofot,  as  there  was  no 
bridge  but  a  few  yawning  planks,  on  which 
our  horfes^  however  willing,  could  not  pre-^ 
tQod  to  find^  a  foodng ;  this  obliged  us  to 
difrnqunt,  and  fend  our  horfes  round  half 
a  league  to  join  us  at  the  ruins  of  Italica, 
which  we  thought  appeared  very  conipicuoua 
upon  a  hill  b^re  vs.  The  fun  was  hot, 
but  the  fpirit  of  antiqvarianifm  gave  us 
jlrei^gth  a«d  courage  to  climb  up  to  the 
pl^tfqrm  of  Saint  John  de  Alfarache*  After 
fitting  a  while  to  take  breath  under  fome 
•rborjuday  ifi  &U  flower,  we  proceeded  to 
e^pkir«  eviny  cc^ner  of  the  crown  of  thf 
hill ;  it  ]#  abaaoft  fquare,  indofed  with  the 
vAm  of  v«{^  t<>wers  and  bulwarks,  built  of 
B  4  cemented 
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cemented  mud  and  pebbles.  From  the 
knowledge  I  had  acquired  of  the  different 
modes  of  building,  fince  I  came  into  the 
fouth  of-  Spain,  I  ventured  to  pronounce, 
that  if  this  was  Italica,  the  Moors  had  built 
upon  the  fite,  and  antiquaries  were  grofsly 
miftaken  when  they  talked  of  Roman  edi-* 
fices  and  amphitheatres ;  not  but  that  I 
thought  the  fituation  fuch,  as  the  judicious 
Romans  might  have  preferred  to  that  of  Hif- 
palis,  the  prefent  Seville,  both  for  beauty 
and  ftrength.  The  view  from  it  over  that 
city,  the  courfe  of  the  river,  and  the  rich 
plain,  are  worth  more  than  the  labour  it 
coft  us  to  get  fo  high :  at  this  blooming 
feafon  of  the  year,  when  every  thing  is  in 
full  vegetation,  green  and  frefli,  I  don't  re- 
member to  have  feen  a  finer  country. 

An  old  peafant  fet  my  heart  at  eafe  (for 
I  confefs  I  was  a  little  out  of  humour,  as 
every  difappointed  virtuofo  would  have  been) 
by  informing  us  that  this  was  a  Moorilh 

cafllei 
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caftle,  *  and  that  Sevilla  Vieja,  or  old 
Seville  (the  name  they  give  to  Italica)  was 
a  little  beyond  a  great  church  of  Hierony- 
mites,  a  league  to  the  north,  in  the  fkirts 
of  the  plain.  Our  etror  once  difcovered, 
we  trotted  away  through  the  flats  to  that 
<sonvent,  and  there  picked  up  a  fellow  with- 
out fhirt  or  ftockings,  with  a  patched  cloak, 
white  hat,  and  long  black  beard;  which 
gentleman  undertook  to  fhew  us  the  anti^ 
quities. 

Of  the  ancient  colony  of  Italica,  fuppofed 
to  have  been  compofed  by  Scipio  of  his  vete-» 
ran  foldiers,  fcarce  the  leaft  veftige  renudnst 
It  is  faid  the  Moors  deftroyed  it,  not  to 
have  a  rival  fo  near  Seville,  w:here  they  in- 
tended to  fix  the  feat  of  their  empire ;  but 
I  doubt  this  is  the  mere  furmife  of  fome 

•  After  the  lofs  of  Seville,  Ac  Moors  are  faid  to 
have  remained  fome  time  at  Alfarache,  under  the  go-^ 
vermnent  of  a  kind  of  king. 

moderm 
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inodeFD  hiilorian.  I  could  not  podtively 
Certain  k,  but  from  a  view  of  the  ^cmnd^ 
am  apt  tio  belieTe  it  waa  built  in.  imitatioa  of 
Rome^  on  feven  hllk,.  aud  that  the  river 
Boetis  ran  at  the  fc)Qt  of  dienu  By  acc^ 
dental  ol^nidions^  an4  haxik&  of  fand,  ac« 
cumulated  in  a  long  feries  of  inundations, 
the  river  may  have  been  driven  from  it^ 
ancient  bed,  and  forced  more  into  the  beart 
of  the  plain,  vrhere  it  now  takes  \X%  eem^ 
Such  an  event  as  this  virould  account  for  th« 
ruin  of  fo  confiderable  a  city  as  Italioa; 
juul  vrithout  fuppofing  that  dM  Saracena 
vrere  at  the  pdb9  of  demoliihhi^  it,  would 
afford  fufficlent  caufe  for  giving  the  prefer 
rcnce  to  Seville,  which  ftands.  upon  the 
Guadalquivir. 

On  die  fummit  of  the  firft  hill  are  fomQ 

ruinous  brick  walls,  called  El  Palacio^  not 

in  the  kail  remarkable.     The  i]ffiafanta  ^at 

were  here  at  work  in  the  olive-yards,  told 

,    us,  that  underneath  there  had  formerly  beeii 

found 
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found  colwnns  of  filver  suid  bra& ;  but  as 
they  were  bewitched  by  feme  soagician, 
nobody -was  ever  aUe  to  draw  them  iq)j 
aod  niow-a-da:ys,.  not  a  ibul  has  the  courage 
even  to  dig  for  them^  as  they  have  all  the 
reafon  in  the  world  to  believe,  that  the  con- 
jurer would  twifl  their  heads  off  for  attcne^t- 
img  it.  Tlus  ia  a  popular  iuperftition,  which 
I  have  foundto  be  conuaaon  to  moil  countri^ 
wherever  any  great  remakia  of  vaults  and 
ancient  edifices  are  to  be  feen» 

On  the  moft  diftant  eminence  are  confi- 
derable  remains  of  an  amphitheatre,  built 
with  pebbles,  and  brick  arches  j  mcrfl  pro- 
bably the  marble  cafing  has  been  carried 
away,  or  deftroyed  by  burning  to  lime. 
The  form  is  a  moftperfed  oval  y  the  arena 
meafijres,  a$  mear  aa  tlie  coirn  would  allow 
me  to  be  exatSt,  one  hundred  yards  in  its 
greateft  length,  and  fixty  in  its  greateft 
breadth  j  fome  of  the  vomitoria,  cells,  and 
paf&ges,  are  yet  difcemible,  but  fcarce  any 

traces 


aS      TRAVELS    THROUGH    SPAIN. 

traces  of  the  feats ;  however  I  made  out 
twenty  rows,  two  feet  fix  inches  wide,  and 
two  feet  high  j  each  ftep  of  the  flairs  of 
communication  is  one  foot  high,  and  one 
wide.  This  amphitheatre  is  now  more  like 
Stonehenge  than  a  regular  Roman  edifice.* 
Not  far  from  it  is  a  fine  pool  of  water, 
in  a  large  vault  under  the  hillj  which  I 
take  to  be  the  remains  of  fbme  aquedud, 
as  the  water  is  too  warm  to  be  near  the 
fpring  head. 

♦  The  corporation  of  Seville  having  occafion  for 
fiones  to  embank  the  river,  which,  by  its  freqiuent 
inundations,  caufed  great  damage  to  the  city,,  ordered 
the  amphitheatre  of  Italica  to  be  knocked  down. 
Many  hands  were  employed  to  batter  the  walls,  and 
to  blow  up  with  gunpowder  fuch  parts  as  refifted  the 
pick-ax.  By  thefe  means  they  procured  fufficicnt  ma- 
terials  for  their  embankment  5  but,  as  if  the  Guadal- 
quivir meant  to  revenge  the  caufe  of  tafte  upon  thefe 
barbarians,  the  very  firft  flood  fwept  away  the  whole 
fabrick. 

Being 
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Being  very  hot  and  hungry,  we  made  the 
beft  of  our  way  home,  through  large  plan* 
tations  of  orange-trees,  which  here  grow  to 
the  fize  of  moderate  timber-trees ;  the  finifit 
is  much  more  plealing  to  the  eye,  if  lefs  fo 
to  the  palate,  than  the  oranges  of  Portugal, 
as  the  rich  blood-colour  is  admirably  con- 
trafted  with  the  bright  tint  of  the  leaves. 


LETTER      XXXII. 

Seville,  April  11, 'I776# 

SEVILLE  is  fuppofed  to  have  been 
founded  by  the  Phoenicians,  who  gave 
it  the  name  of  Hifpalis  :  the  Romans  called 
it  Julia;  in  after-ages  the  old  name  re- 
turned, and  after  a  variety  of  corruptions, 
feems  to  have  been  revived  in  the  modern 
appellation  of  Sebilla,  or  Sevilla,  for  the 
Spaniards  ufe  both  indifcriminatcly. 

Under  the  Roman  government  it  was  em- 

bellifhed 
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bdliflied  with  many  matgnificent  bwddbkgs^ 
defttncd  for  {mrpofes  of  public  utility  and 
amniemeiit ;  bat  I  bdieve  the  very  ruins  of 
&o9e  cdiftoes  ha^e  long  ago  difaq>peared. 

The  Gothic  kiogs  refided  here,  before 
they  temoved  their  court  to  Toledo, 

Mufa,  the  Saracen  viceroy,  took  SevUk 
by  ftorm,  foon  after  the  vidory  obtained  at 
Xeres  over  king  Rodrigo. 

In  the  general  confufion  that  enfued  upon 
the  downfal  of  the  Iringdom  of  Cordova, 
in  1027,  Seville  became  an  independant 
fovercignty,  which  was  annihilated  by  the 
vidence  of  the  African  prince  Jufef  Almo- 
ravides,  who  came  into  Spain  in  1097. 

Ferdinand  the  third,  king  of  CaftiUe, 
(who,  in  confideration  of  his  great  fuccefs 
agsonft  the  Mahometans,  as  well  as  for  his 
fiaftity,  was  canonized  after  his  death,  and 
iu  Ikiii  honoured  as  a  faint  of  the  firft  rank) 
took  Cordova,  and  many  other  important 
p^es,  from  the  enfeebled,  difunited  MufTuI- 


men ; 
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men ;  :Ax3nrt  them  from  pod  to  poft^  tiii 
he  Reduced  the  bounds  of  their  emfHre  to 
<a  v^iy  coti^ed  corner  of  tlie  penioiula  ; 
^er  a  ftar's  fiege^  he  f oroed  Seville  to  open 
its  galies  to  hiin,  and  acknowledge  his  fwaj. 
Three  hundred  thoufand  Moors  are  &id 
to  have  ifift  the  dty  upon  the  capitulation^ 
and  to  have  canied  theix  arms  and  induftrjr 
to  fach  comntries,  as  were  ftill  obedteid: 
to  the  law  of  Mahomet.  It  is  difficult  to 
conceive  how  Seville  could  oomtintie  to 
be  a  gneat  and  populous  town  after  fuch 
an  esnigratioa  ;  jet  we  find  it  in  a  few 
years  ^[darged,  adorned  with  new  buildings, ' 
the  clnef  of  which  was  the  cathedral,  and 
long  enjoying  die  rank  of  one  of  the 
moft  confiderahle  citi^  in  Spaib. 

its  moft  isrilUant  epodia  was  fooa  afiber 
the  dilcovcry  of  America,  when  all  the 
nevy-found  treafures  were  poured  into  Eu- 
rope j&om  ihe  fleets  that  returned  from  the 
new  hemifphere  into  the  Guadalquivir,  and 
made  Seville  the  magazine  of  its  invaluable 
4  '  productions. 
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produ£tions.    The  fovereign  frequently  ho- 
noured this  place  with  his  prefence  ;  mer- 
chants from  all  parts  flocked  hither  to  open 
houfes  of  commerce,  or  to  provide  themfelves 
with  goods  for  foreign  markets  ;  the  fail- 
ors  and  adventurers  of   the  Indian  fleets 
rendezvoufed  here,  and  with  wanton  pro- 
digality lavifhed   the  wealth,  which    they 
had  acquired  in   America.     Then   indeed 
was  the  time,  when  the  Spaniard  cried  out 
in  the  fiiUnefs  of  his  heart,  ^ien  no  ha  vjfto 
Sevilla^  no  ha  vi/lo  maravilla.'^     Its  court 
was  then  the  moft  fplendid  in  Europe  ;  its 
ftreets   were  thronged   with   an   immenfe 
concourfe  of  people  ;  its  river  was  crowded 
with  fhips,  and  its  keys  covered  with  bales 
of  precious  merchandize.     Great  were  the 
buildings  begun,  and  ftill  vafter  the  projects 
for  future  ones.    Its  profperity  feemed  prodf 

*  He  that  has  not  feen  Seville    has  not  feen  the 
wonder  of    the  world. 

againil 
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againft  the  ficklenefs  of  fortune  ;  but  in 
the  courfe  of  a  very  few  years,  it  fell  from 
the  higheft  pitch  of  grandeur  to  folitude 
and  poverty,  by  the  danger  and  embarrafl^ 
ments  in  the  navigation  of  the  Guadalquivir* 
The  fuperior  excellence  of  the  port  of  Ca- 
diz induced  government  to  order  the  Ga- 
Icons  to  be  Rationed  there  for  the  time  to 
come. 

The  fhape  of  Seville  is  circular,  without 
any  great  rifing  in  the  whole  fpace.  The 
walls  feem  of  Moorifh  conftrudtion,  or 
of  the  ages  which  immediately  followed 
the  diffolution  of  the  Saracen  empire ;  as 
I  guefs  by  their  form  and  materials.  The 
ditch  is  filled  up  in  many  places.  The 
circumference  of  the  walls  is  not  more 
than  five  miles  and  an  half.  The  fuburb  of 
Triana,  on  the  weft  fide  of  the  river,  is  as 
large  as  many  towns,  but  remarkable  for 
nothing    but    its    gloomy    Gothic    caftle, 

VOL  II.  C  where 
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where,  in  1482,  the  inquifitidn  formed  its 

firft  eftablifhment  in  Spain. 

The  ftreets  of  Seville  are  crooked,  <Krtyf 

and  fo  narrow,  that  in  mod  of  them  two 

coaches  find  it  difficult  to  pafs  a-breaft.  The 

wideft  and  handfomeft  place  is  the  Alameda, 

< 

or  great  walk  of  old  elms,  in  the  heart  of  the 
city  ;  it  is  fix  hundred  yards  by  one  hun- 
dred and  fifty,  decorated  with  three  foun- 
tains, and  the  ftatues  of  Hercules,  the  re- 
puted founder,  and  Julius  Csfar,  the  re- 
ftorer  of    Seville. 

Moft  of  the  churches  are  built  and  orna- 
mented in  £0  barbarous  a  ftyle,  that  I  had 
not  the  patience  to  examine  them  ;  the  ca- 
thedral, the  capuchins,  and  the  charidad, 
are  the  only  facred  edifices  really  interefting ; 
the  firft  by  its  antiquity,  fize,  and  reputa- 
tion ;  the  two  latter  by  the  chef-d'oeiivres 
of  Murillo. 

The  cathedral  is  more  cried  up  than  I 
'    think  it  deferves  }  it  is  by  no  means  equal 

'      to 
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to  York  minftei*^  for  lightnefs,  elegance,  and 
Gothic  delicacy*  The  cluftercd  pillars  are 
too  thick,  the  ailes  too  narrow,  and  the  choir, 
by  bdng  placed  in  the  center,  fpoils  the 
whole  coup  d'oeil,  and  renders  the  reft  of 
the  church  little  better  than  a  heap  of  long 
pailages.  The  ornamental  parts  are  but 
clumfy  imitations  of  the  models  left  by  the 
Moors.  Not  one  of  the  great  entrances  or 
porches  is  finiihed  ;  and  to  disfigure  the 
whole  pile,  a  long  range  of  buildings,  in 
the  modern  ftyle,  has  been  added  to  the 
old  part. 

DonSancho  the  Brave  began  this  churchy 
near  the  clofe  of  the  thirteenth  century  ; 
and  John  the  Second  finifhed  it  about  an 
hundred  years  after.  Its  length  within  is 
four  hundred  and  twenty  feet ;  its  breadth 
two  hundred  and  feventyrthree  j  and  its 
greateft  height  one  hundred  and  twenty-fix. 
The  circumference  of  each  clufter  of  pil- 
lars is  forty-two  feet.  It  has  nine  doors, 
c  2  eighty 
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eighty  windows,  and  eighty  altars,  at  which 
five  hundred  mafles  are  laid  every  day. 
The  pavement  is  brick,  but  they  are  now 
new-laying  it  with  marble.  The  great 
gate  of  the  cloyfters  (the  only  remains 
of  the  mofque)  is  a  piece  of  handfome 
Moorilh  architecfture.  The  large  orange- 
trees  that  (hade  the  fountains  in  the  middle 
of  the  cloyfters,  make  them  a  moft  agreea- 
ble walk.  At  one  angle  ftands  the  Giralda, 
or  belfiy,  a  tower  three  hundred  and  fifty 
feet  high,  and  fifty  fquare  :  the  Moors 
ere£ted  it  about  the  year  looo  :  the  ChrLC- 
tidns  have  added  two  ftories,  and  a  pro- 
digious weathercock,  which,  altogether, 
agree  much  better  with  the  ancient  building 
than  patchwork  is  wont  to  do  :  the  fculpture 
of  the  Saracenic  part,  which  is  two  hun- 
dred feet  high,  is  in  a  much  fimpler  tafte 
than  their  artifts  were  accuftomed  to  difplay 
in  public  works.  The  effed:  of  this  tower 
rifing  far  above  every  edifice  in  Seville,  is 

extremely 
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extremely  noble.  Tradition  relates,  that 
to  form  a  folid  foundation  for  it,  the 
Moors  made  a  deep  hole,  into  which  they 
caf):  all  the  marble  and  ftone  monuments 
of  the  Romans  that  could  be  found  : 
when  repairs  have  been  neceflary,  and  the 
grotmfl  has  been  opened  near  the  bottomy 
many  broken  ornaments  and  infcriptions 
have  been  difcovered.  The  whole  work  is 
brick  and  mortar;  a  winding  ftair^afe  is 
contrived  within,  fo  cafy  and  wide,  as  to 
admit  of  two  horfemen  riding  a-breaft, 
above  half  way  up.  For  fome  purpofe, 
unknown  to  us,  the  architect  has  made  the 
folid  mafonry  in  the  upper  half,  juft  as 
thick  again  as  that  in  the  lower,  though  on 
the  outfide  the  belfiy  is  all  the  W;ay  of  the 
fame  dimenfions. 

Murillo  has  adorned  the  Charidad  and 
Capuchins  with  feveral  moft  valuable  pic- 
tures, which  may  be    ranked  among   his 
very  beft  performances  ;  his  manner  put« 
c  3  ^  me 
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me  much  in  nund  of  Guerciao^  but  the 
charaders  of  his  figures  are  often  meagi^ 
Vkd  co{Med  from  models  in  the  loweft  dais 
of  citizens :  the  defign  of  his  hands  and 
arms  is  alio  generally  faulty,  as  he  gives 
them  mixet  too  great  a  length ;  however, 
then  is  inch  expreifion,  fuch  truth  of  co- 
louring, and  intelligence  in  the  compofition 
of  his  groupes,  that  a  trifling  defe£b  of  diat 
kind  is  eafily  overlooked. 

In  the  firft  of  thofe  churches.  Saint 
Elizabeth^  queen  of  Hungary,  curing  fome 
Jepers,  and  other  difeafed  peribns,  hy  ancnnt- 
ing  them  with  holy  oil,  is  an  admirable  pic^ 
ture;  there  is  an  oid  woman  and  a  boy 
under  the  hand  of  the  iaint,  full  of  truth, 
.charafter,  and  expreffion.  In  the  reprefen- 
tation  of  Mofes  ftriking  the  rock,  are 
fevier^l  eiccdlent  figures,  and  a  very  beautiful 
white  hoife. 

In  the  church  of  Che  capuchins,  out  of 
many  of  his  piftures,  which  hang  in  every 

chapel 
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chapel  on  each  fide,  thofe  that  gave  me  mod 
pleafure,  were  a  Saint  Anthony  of  Padua, 
holding  the  infant  Jefus  on  a  book ;  a  friar 
embracing  Chrift  crucified,  who  (loops  from 
the  crofs,  and  brings  down  an  arm  to  prefs 
the  faint's  ihoulder;  an  a4oration  of  the 
ihepherds  j  and  Saint  Thomas  of  Villanova, 
archbi&op  of  Valencia,  diftributing  alms 
at  his  palace-gate  ^  which  laft  I  like  the  beft 
of  the  whole  coUedion. 

In  our  way  to  this  church,  which  ftands 
without  the  walls,  we 'looked  into  many 
others  ;  but  found  nothing  particular  in 
any,  except  in  one,  a  lift  of  the  books  lately 
condemned  by  the  inquifition ;  among 
many  others  we  faw  the  famous  Frcy 
Gerundio  by  father  Ifia  ;  fome  common 
French  books  relative  to  geography  j  fome 
of  Voltaire*s  late  publications  ;  and  the 
political  hiftory  of  the  European  fettlements 
by  Raynal,  prohibited  not  only  as  iavouring 
cf  deifin  and  infidelity,  but  alfo  as  contain- 
c  4  ing 
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ing  many  paflages  derogatory  to  the  glory 
of  the  Spanifh  nation. 

We  returned  by  die  great  road  round  the 
walls,  palling  near  the  gate  and  tower  where 
Saint  Hermenegild  was  put  to  death  by  or- 
der of  his  father  Leovigild,  king  of  the 
Goths,  for  deferting  ariamfm,  and  for  railing 
an  unfuccefsful  rebellion  agaiqft  him^ 

further  on  we  walked  under  the  Canos 
de  Carmona,  or  the  great  aquedud ;  which 
is  efteemed  by  the  Seviliian  hiftorians,  one 
of  the  moft  wonderful  monuments  of  an- 
tiquity exifting  in  the  univerfe.  We  were 
much  difappointed  to  find  none  of  that 
beauty  or  grandeur  they  talk  fo  much  of ; 
pn  the  contrary,  it  is  rather  ugly,  its  arches 
unequal,  the  architedlure  neglected,  and 
its  diredion  very  crooked.  The  conduit 
is  fo  leaky,  that  a  rivulet  is  formed  of  the 
wafte  water.  Authors  are  divided  jn  their 
opinions  concerning  this  aqueduft ;  whether 
(p  look  upon  it  as  a  Roman,  or  as  a  MoorifK 

work. 
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vrorL  I  believe  it  was  ori^nally  planned 
and  built  by  the  former  ;  -  but  the  innumer- 
able repairs  it  has  undergone  have  almoft 
obliterated  every  trace  of  their  manner : 
however,  what  it  wants  in  ftiew,  it  certainly 
makes  up  for  in  utility  ;  it  conveys  a  very 
abundant  fupply  of  water  feveral  leagues 
from  a  place  called  Alcala.  The  rocks  are 
there  bored,  in  various  diredions,  an  im- 
menfe  length  of  way  under  ground,  in  or- 
der to  intercept  every  little  runner,  and  col-  ' 
le£t  fo  confiderable  a  flream  as  to  turn 
feveral  mills,  and  bring  fuch  a  volume  of 
water  down  to  Seville,  that  almoft  every 
houfe  in  town  has  the  benefit  of  it ;  ex- 
cept thofe  of  the  quarters,  which  are  fup- 
plied  by  the  pipes  from  the  fountain  of 
the  archbifhop. 

We  re-entered  the  city  at  the  new  gate, 
which  forms  ^  elegant  termination  to  a 
handfome  ftreet  of  regular  houfes  one  ftory 
high,  behmd  the  Alcazar.     The  fnuff  ma- 
nufactory 
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nufadory  is  fitiiated  in  this  ftreet :  for  the 
more  convenient  carrying  on  this  lucrative 
branch  of  commerce,  Ferdinand  the  Sixth 
^reded  a  moft  magnificent,  roomy  palace, 
in  a  grand  but  rather  heavy  ftyle  of  archi- 
tedure.  It  was  finifhed  in  1756.  One 
thoufand  men  are  employed  conftantly,  at 
the  rate  of  fix  or  four  reals  per  diem,  for 
about  nine  hours  work.  One  hundred  and 
righty  mules  work  twenty-eight  nulls  or 
machines  for  grinding  and  mixing  the  to« 
bacco  with  the  red  earth  of  Almazarron  j 
the  exceflive  adulteration  with  this  earth, 
pradifed  of  late  years  by  the  directors,  has 
cccafioned  a  prodi^ous  falling  off  in  the 
exportation  of  this  commodity,  and  unlefs 
they  alter  their  method,  the  trade  will  foon 
be  confined  to  Spain  and  its  dominions } 
the  northern  markets  have  long  r^ufed  to 
take  any  off  their  hands.  The  leaves  of 
the  tobacco  are  imported  from  Cuba  and 
the  Brafils  ;  the  beft  fnuff  isxalled  Grance. 
4  Thirty- 
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.Thirty-two  reals  a  pouad  is  the  current 
price  of  the  fnufi,  but  none  h  allowed  to 
be  fold  bj  retail  in  the  manufactory.  We 
viiited  every  part  of  the  houfe,  at  the  hazard 
of  being  fufibcated  ;  in  one  room  we  found 
four  hundred  and  fixty  men  fitting  at  woric, 
making  dgarros*j  and  tying  them  jip  ia 
bunches  worth  four  reals  a-piece,  for  e^ch 
of  which  they  are  paid  for  their  labour 
four  quartos.  The  officer  that  attended  us, 
told  us  that  the  neat  profits  of  laft  year^ 
upon  aU  the  fnuff  and  tobacco  fold  out  at 
the  office,  amounted  to  more  than  fix 
millions  of  dollars. 

Near  the  cathedral  is  the  Lq^a^  or  ex^ 
change,  formerly  a  place  of  great  refort, 
bltt  now,  being  deferted  by  merchants,  it  is 
appropriated  to  other  ufes ;  I  believe  to  the 
holding  of  fome  inferior  courts  of  jufticc, 

•  Thefe  arc  little  rolls  of  tpbacco^  which  the  Spa- 
luards  fmoke  without  a  pipe* 

The 


44      TRAVELS   THROUGH   SPAIN. 

The  building  is  fquare,  its  ftyle  plain  and  no* 
ble,  and  it  remsdns  a  monument  of  the  good 
tafte  of  the  Spaniards  at  that  brilliant  period 
of  their  hiftory,  which  takes  in  the  reign  of 
Charles  the  Fifth,  and  of  his  fon  Philip. 
The  Lonja  was  erefted  in  1583,  upon  a  de- 
lign  of  Juan  de  Herrera. 

Olavides,  the  prefent  Intendant,  is  fdd 
to  have  great  fchemes  for  the  embelliih- 
ment  of  Seville;  but  as  he  is  likewife 
diredbor  of  all  the  new  colonies  in  the  Sierra 
Morena,  and  not  upon  the  moft  folid  footing 
at  court,  I  doubt  he  has  more  projedls  in 
hand  and  idea,  than  he  can  poflibly  bring 
to  bear,  during  the  tiiAe  he  may  probably 
remain  in  power.  * 

His 

*  In  1776  he  was  taken  up  and  tmprifoned  in  the 
dungeons  of  the  inquifition,  from  whence  he  was 
brought  out  to  trial  for  irreligious  difcourfes,  The 
chief  witnefs  againft  him  was  a  friar,  once  his  con- 
fidential friend,  and  employed  by  him  in  the  eccleC- 
afticial  direflion  of  the  infeint  colonies*    The  fcntence 

wa^ 
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His  prfeifent  operation^  is  to  embank  with 
a  ftrong  brick  wall,  the  bed  of  the  river 
above  the  town,  thereby  to  turn  off  the  im^- 
petuous  currents,  that  have  fo  often  burft 
their  way  into  the  very  heart  of  the  city^ 
Along  the  banks  he  has  planted  avenues 
of  an  ever-green  tree,  very  like  a  poplar. 
It  was  brought  from  South  America,  and  is 
called  Sapota. 

The  great  hofpital  de  la  Sangre,  and  the 
college  of  Sant  Elmo,  founded  for  a  ma- 
rine fchool,  are  more  remarkable  for  their 
fize  than  for  any  other  merit ;.  the  other 
buildings  are  little  worthy  of  notice.  The 
police  of  this  city  is  very  fevere,  but  perhaps 
not    uniformly  and   impartially  fo.     My 

was  pronounced  againft  Olavidcs  widi  great  folemnity : 
he  was  condemned  to  imprifonihent  in  a  convent,  and 
to  an  exemplary  penance ;  but  foon  after  was  fuffbred 
to  make  his  cfcape  tO  France,  where  he  has  fefided 
ever  fince. 

man 
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man  has  been  a  day  and  a  night  in  prifon, 
only  for  carrying  my  piftols  through  the 
ftreets  to  the  gtnilfmith's.  There  has  been 
as  -much  writing  as  Would  do  for  a 
moderate  fuit  in  chancery,  but  it  feems  to 
be  cheap  enough,  as  I  beliere  the  value 
of  a  guinea  will  procure  his  releafe,  and 
pay  the  fees,  as  well  as  the  expences  of  the 
procedures. 


LETTER      XXXIII. 

Eccija,  April  12,  ijjS^ 

HAVING  feen  every  thing  in  Se- 
ville that  was  recommended  to  our 
notice,  we  left  it  yefterday,  and  came  to  lie 
at  Carmona ;  the  road  is  through  a  perfect 
foreft  of  olive-trees,  which  are  much  hacked 
and  pruned,  and  fet  at  the  regular  diilance 
of  twenty-feven  feet  afunder. 

Carmona 
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Carmona  is  a  large  town,  Handing  boldly 
on  a  high  hill.  Its  caftle,  in  ruins,  covers 
a  vaft  extent  of  ground,  and  contains  many 
buildings  that  ferved  for  palace  and  fortrefs 
to  Don  Pedro  the  Cruel,  and  his  family. 
He  placed  has  main  hope  in  the  fbcngth  of 
this  cattlepsmd  in  the  faithful  attachment  of 
Don  Martin  Lopez  de  Cordova,  grand-mdfter 
of  the  order  of  Calatrava,  to  whofe  care  he 
cntrufted  his  fons  Sancho  and  Diego,  whom 
he  had  had  by  a  lady  he  had  taken  to  his 
bed,  after  the  death  of  his  famous  miflxels 
Maria  de  Padilla.  Henry  of  Tranftamare, 
after  the  defeat  and  murder  of  Pedro  in  the 
plains  of  Montiel,  laid  fiege  to  Carmona, 
took  it  by  capitulation,  together'  with  the 
children  and  treafures  of  the  late  king,  and 
bafely  breaking  his  word  of  honour,  caufed 
Xopez  to  be  beheaded  for  his  obftinate 
refiftance. 

Like  every  place  in  this  province,  Car- 
mona makes  a  figure  in  Roman  hiflory^ 

and 
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and  has  many  remains  of  their  walls,  in- 
fcriptions,  &€•  to  (hew  as  proofs  of  its 
ancient  importance.  The  country  about  it 
is  hilly  and  champaign,  but  far  from  un- 
pleafant,  as  it  is  all  green,  and  has  fome 
wood  and  water  in  different  parts  of  the 
view. 

We  dined  to-day  at  the  folitary  venta  of 
Monclova,  and  rode  on  hither  to  get  a  fight 
of  the  town,  but  it  proved  farther  off  than 
we  imagined,  and  it  was  dark  before  we  got 
in.  We  were  obliged  to  leave  the  carriage 
with  our  baggage  at  Camiona,  to  get  the 
axletree  mended,  and  hitherto  we  have  had 
no  tidings  of  it,  fo  fhall  lie  down  in  out: 
clothes  on  a  few  chairs. 

The  toad  from  Seville  hither  is  better  than 
any  I  have  feen  in  Spain,  fome  of  the  new 
road  near  Barcelona  excepted  ;  it  is  all  gravel, 
which  not  being  the  foil  of  the  country, 
muft  have  been  brought  from  a  great  dif- 
tance,  and  has  fubfxfted  in  all  probability, 

unaltered 
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unaltered  and  unrepaired  fince  the  Moors 
were  driven  out  of  Andalufia ;  it  is  raifed 
above  the  level  of  the  fields,  And. commonly 
runs  in  a  dired:  line  from  weft  to  eaft.  As 
there  are  no  vifible  remains  of  pavement j^ 
I  rather  attribute  it  to  the  Saracens  than  to 
the  Romans,  although  both  nations  are 
known  to  have  attended  particularly  to  the 
highways  of  this  province,  and  to  have 
made  feveral  caufeways  and  roads  of  com- 
munication between  the  great  towns. 

We  paffed  through  La  Luifiana,  a  trad 
of  land  lately  brought  into  cultivation  by 
a  colony  of  Germans,  who  have  their  ha- 
bitations not  far  from  the  fide  of  the  high- 
way, placed  at  regular  diftances  of  two  or 
three  hundred  yards,  all  built  after  one 
fimple  model,  with  an  allotment;  c£  corn- 
land  round  the  houfe :  this  is  the  moft 
weftem  of  the  new  fettlements. 

Eccija  feems  prettily  fituated  up6n  the 
river  Xenil,  and  to  have  fome  pleafant  walks, 
and  afti  aftonilhing  number  of  fteeples. 

VOL.  II.  D  Cordova, 
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Cordova^  April  14th. 
Yefterday  we  dined  at  LaCarlotta,  another 
plantation  of  Germans  of  great  extent,  made 
eight  years  ago,  in  a  hilly  foreft.  The 
houfes  are  fcattered  about.  The  parifli- 
church,  inn,  direQor's  houfe,  fome  Ihops 
and  dwelling  houfes  for  handicraft  men, 
form  a  very  neat  village  on  an  eminence :  as 
they  have  left  (landing  all  the  evergreen  oaks 
of  any  tolerable  fize,  the  face  of  the  country 
is  very  handfome,  the  green  corn  being 
checquered  with  groves,  clumps,  and  fingle 
trees.  About  twenty  or  thirty  acres  is  an 
allotment  for  a  family,  under  the  obligation 
of  remaining  on  the  fpot  ten  years ;  during 
which  period,  they  are  fubjedl:  to  no  taxes 
of  any  kind.  At  the  expiration  of  the  term, 
if  they  choofe  to  fettle  here,  the  land  is 
made  over  to  them  in  fee,  and  they  com- 
mence payment  of  a  fmall  quit-rent.  The  , 
king  furnifhes  them  with  feed  corn,  but 

ihey 
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they  are  obliged  to  replace  it  in  his  granaries 
after  harveft ;  except  the  walls  of  a  houfe^ 
and  fome  trifling  inftruments  of  hufbandrjr, 
this  is  all  the  encouragement  they  meet  with; 
and  as  this  is  by  no  means  a  fufiicient  help, 
and  much  of  the  foil  is  poor  and  hungry, 
and  falls  off  at  every  crop,  there  is  great 
reafon  to  apprehend,  that  this  colony  will 
prove  one  of  thofe  ephemetal  productions 
that  fo  often  fpringup  in  monarchical  govern- 
ments, and  almoft  immediately  after  birth 
fink  into  their  original  nothing.  .  Some  hun- 
dreds of  the  Germans  have  died  fmce  the 
eftablifhment,  through,  poverty,  intempe- 
rance, bad  food,  and  cliange  of  climate. 

The  country,  as  you  approach  Cordova, 
is  all  bare,  hilly,  and  arable.  The  view  of 
the  river,  city,  and  woods,  on  the  oppolite 
hills,  is  extremely  agreeable  and  pidurefque. 


D  2  LET- 
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LETTER     XXXIV. 

Cordova,  April  15,  1776. 

WE  have  ferreted  out  the  few  things 
in  this  city,  that  can  be  accounted 
'vyorthy  of  any  attention  from  a  traveller ; 
have  ridden  up  and  down  the  environs  as 
often  as  the  weather  would  permit,  and  have 
ftudied  the  mpfque  by  day-light,  and  by 
torch-light ;  but  ftill  this  temple  is  fo  intri- 
cate a  labyrinth,  and  contains  fo  many  extra- 
ordinary things,  that  I  fhall  take  one  or  two 
farther  furveys  of  it,  before  I  attempt  to 
defcribe  it..  The  abundance  of  fubje<3:-mat- 
ter,  and  its  celebrity,  will  entitle  it  to  figure 
in  a  letter  apart.  This  fhall  be  dedicated  to 
objeds  of  lefs  importance,  and  when  I  {hall 
liave  informed  you  of  the  prefent  ftate  of 
the  town,  it  will  be  proper  to  feled:  for  you, 
from  the  beft  authors  I  have  by.  me,  fome 

curious 
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curious  particulars  relative  to  its  ancient 
hiftory. 

The  environs  are  delightful^  and  enjoy  a 
rich  variety  of  woods,  hillocks,  and  culture, 
vivified  by  abundance  of  limpid  watef.  The 
fiat  land  produces  olives  and  corn,  and  much 
of  it  is  laid  out  in  gardens,  where  the  fruit- 
trees  grow  to  a  remarkable  fize,  and  fqem 
perfectly  clean  and  healthy.  The  upper- 
grounds  are  over-run  with  evergreen  oaks 
and  pines,  which  the  farmers  grub  up  in 
the  good  fpots  to  plant  olive  and  carob  bean 
trees  in  their  Head.  The  farm  houfei  are 
built  in  the  midfl  of  inclofures  and  orchards 
of  orange-trees.  Corn-land  is  let  for  fo 
many  meafures  of  corn,  either  a  fixed  num- 
ber for  each  harveft,  or  an  indefinite  quan« 
tity  according  to  the  crops  ;  the  highlands 
are  all  let  out  at  a  certain  rent  in  cafh. 

The  Guadalquiver  runs  before  the  town^ 

which  it  has  worn  into  a  perfect  haif-moon, 

A  bridge  of  fixt^n  arches,  defended  by  a 

D  3  large 
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large  Moorifh  tower,  leads  from  the  fouth 
into  Cordova,  and  near  the  end  of  the  bridge 
ftands  the  mofque,  now  the  cathedral.  The 
walls  of  the  town  are  in  many  places  juft 
as  the  Romans  left  them :  the  method  they 
have  followed  here  in  laying  the  flones  is 
rather  different  from  what  I  have  obferved 
in  other  Roman  edifices.  Here  each  long 
fquare  ftone  is  terminated  and  flanked  by  two 
thin  ones  fet  up  an  end. 

The  ftreets  are  crooked  and  dirty ;  few 
of  the  public  or  private  buildings  confpicu- 
ous  for  their  architecture ;  the  new  hofpital 
for  the  education  of  orphans,  has  fomething 
bold  and  fimply  noble  in  its  cupola  and 
portico.  The  palaces  of  the  inquifition  and 
of  the  bifhop  are  extenfive,  and  well  fituated. 

We  are  juft  returned  from  a  buUfeaft, 
where  no  horfemen  were  allowed,  as  the 
animals  were  not  of  a  breed  fufficiently 
noble  to  try  the  lance  upon.  One  poor 
bull,  that  would  not  fight,  was  very  dexter- 

oufly 
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oufly  run  through  the  heart;  two  oxeo 
were  tormented  a  little,  and  then  fenttothe 
adjoining  fhambles ;  and  a  fmall  cow,  after 
behaving  mighty  well  as  to  jumping  and 
Ikipping,  got  a  reprieve  in  confideration  of 
her  excefEve  leannefs.  It  was  too  tirefome 
even  to  make  us  laugh,  but  we  are  in  hopes 
of  feeing  this  exhibition  in  greater  perfec- 
tion at  Aranjuez.  The  motive  of  this  paltry 
fpedtacle  is  extremely  laudable.  The  Cor- 
regidor  (L  e*  the  triennial  governor  of  the 
town,  always  a  native  of  a  different  part  of 
Spain  from  that  wherein  he  is  appointed  to 
fuperintend  the  police)  gives  thefe  little 
fhews  to  the  people  on  Sundays  and  feftivals  j 
and  out  of  the  profits  and  hire  of  the  feats, 
raifes  a  fum  fufficient  to  carry  on  the  new 
walk  he  is  laying  out  under  the  walls; 

After  the  entertainment,  the  nobility  pa- 
raded about  in  their  coaches ;  and  I  was  fur- 
prifed  to  fee  fuch 'elegance  as  I  little  expefled 
in  aa  inland  town  in  Spain ;  very  handfome 
D  4  Englifh 
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Englifh  and  French  carriages,  fmart  liveries, 
and  .excellent  horfes.  The  nobility  of  this 
place  live  in  a  manned  not  to  be  met  with 
any.  where  elfe  in  the  kingdom ;  if  their 
union  ai\d  mutual  emulation  in  rendering 
fbciety  agreeable  be  fuch  as  they  are  repre- 
£ented  to  me,  they  deferve  the  highdl  enco- 
miums from  every  lover  of  humanity: 
thirty  families  or  more,  meet  every  night  at 
a  houfe  chofen  by  rotation,  where  the  ladies 
do  the  honours  of  genteel  refrefliments, 
merry  good-natured  conyerfation,  and  fome 
low  card-playing.  The  general  run  of  the 
women  feems  to  be  handfome ;  fome  we  faw 
on  the  walks  were  extremely  beautiful. 

Having  thus  marked  out  the  little  that 
moderiji  Cordova  has  to  fhew,  give  me' 
leave  to  carry  you  back  to  more  remote 
times  ;  to  a  period,  when  it  figured  to  much 
greater  advantage  on  the  theatre  of  politks 
ind  commerce.     This  is  not  be  fixed  at  the 

time* 
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time  of  its  being  a  Roman  colony  *,  though 
it  boafts  of  having  given  birth  to  Seneca 
and  Lucan  ;   nor  in  the  ages  during  which 
it  acknowledged  the  dominion  of  the  Goths* 
To  the  Saracen  Caliphs  of  the  Ommiad  £gi- 
mily  Cordova  is  indebted  for  its  glory ;  as 
we  hear  but  Uttle  of  it  before  the  year  755, 
when  Abdoulrahman,    only  heir-male   of 
the  Ommiad  line,  paffed  over  from  Africa, 
at  the  head  of  a  few  defperate  followers,  and 
found  means  to  raife  a  rebellion  in  Spain. 
After  a  battle  fought  on  the  banks  of  the 
Guadalquiver,  in  which  he  overthrew  the 
lieutenant  of  the  Abaffid  Caliph  of  Dskmaf^ 
cus,  Abdoulrahman  became  king  of  all  the 
Moorifli  poiTeifions  in  the  South  of  Spain, 
and  in  759  fixed  his  royal  refidence  at  Cor- 
dova. 

*  Strabo  fays,  that  Corduba  was  founded  by  Mar- 
cellus,  and  was  the  firft  Roman  colony  eftablifhed  in 
Spain*    Its  Latin  appellation  was  Patricia. 

Thei? 
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Then  began  thofe  flourilhing  ages  of 
Arabian  gallantry  and  magnificence,  which 
rendered  the  Moora  of  Spain  fupcrior  to 
all  their  contemporaries  in  arts  and  arms, 
and  made  Cordova  one  of  the  moft  fplendid 
cities  of  the  world.  Agriculture  and  com- 
merce profpered  under  the  happy  fway  of 
this  hero  ;  and  the  face  of  the  country  was 
changed  from  a  fcene  of  defolation,  which 
the  long  wars  and  harfti  government  of  the 
viceroys  had  brought  on,  into  a  moft  popu- 
lous flourifhing  ftate,  exceeding  in  riches, 
number  of  inhabitants,  activity  and  indut- 
try,  any  prior  or  fubfequent  era  of  the  Spa- 
nifh  hiftory.  He  added  new  fortifications 
to  the  town,  built  himfelf  a  magnificent 
palace  with  delicious  gardens,  laid  caufeways 
through  the  marfhes,  made  excellent  roads 
to  open  a  ready  communication  between  the 
great  towns,  and  in  786  began  the  great 
mofque,  which  he  did  not  live  to  finifh. 

During  the  courfe  of  two  centuries  this 

court 
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court  continued  to  be  the  refort  of  all  pro- 
feffors  of  the  polite  arts,   and  of  fuch  as 
valued  themfelves  upon  their  military  and 
knightly  accompliftiments ;   while  the  reft 
of  Europe  was  buried  in  ignorance,  debafed 
by  brutality  of  manners,  or  diftra£ted  by 
fuperftitious  difputes.     England,  weakened 
by  its  Heptarchy,  was  too  inconfiderable 
even  to  be  mentioned  in  the  political  hiftory 
of  the  times ;  France,  though  it  had  a  gleam 
of  reputation  under  Charlemagne,  was  ftill 
a  barbarous,  unpolifhed  nation;  and  Italy 
was  in  utter  confufion,  the  frequent  revo* 
lutions  and  change  of  mailers  rendering  it 
impoffible  for  learning,  or  any  thing  good, 
to  acquire  a  permanent  footing  in  fo  unftablc 
a  foil ;  Greece,  though  ftill  in  pofleffion  of 
the  arts  and  luxury  of  ancient  Rome,  had 
loft  all  vigour,  and  feemed  abforbed  in  the 
moft  futile  of  all  purfuitsj    viz.  that   of 
fcholaftic  argument,  and  religious  fubtilties. 
The  refidence  of  the  Ommiad  Caliphs 

was 
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was  long  confpicuous  for  its  fupfeme  mag- 
nificence, and  the  crowds  of  learned  men^ 
who  were  allured  to  it  by  the  protection 
offered  by  its  fovereigns,   the   beauty    of 
the  country,  the  wholefomenefs  of  the  cli- 
mate, and  the  variety  of  pleafures  that  re- 
turned inceffantly  in  one  enchanting  round. 
Cordova  became  the  centre  of  politenefs, 
induftry,  and  genius.  Tilts  and  tournaments,, 
with  other  coftly  ihews,  were  long  the  dar- 
ling paftimes  of  a  wealthy,  happy  people  ; 
and  this  was  the  only  kingdom  in  the  weft, 
where  geometry,  aftronomy,   and  phyfic, 
were  regularly  ftudied  and  pradifed ;  mufic 
was  no  lefs  honoured,  for  I  find  that  in  844, 
a  famous  mufician,  called  Ali  Zeriab,  came 
to  fettle  at  Cordova,  and  formed  feveral 
pupils,   who  were  fuppofed  to   equal  the 
moft  celebrated  performers  that  were  ever 
known,  even  in  the  eaft.     That  architecture 
was  greatly  encouraged,  we-  need  no  other 
prodf  than  the  great  and  expenfive  fabrics 

undertaken 
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undertaken  and  completed  by  many  of  thefe 
Mcorifti  monarchs;  whatever  faults  may 
be  juftly  condemned  in  their  manner  by  the 
coilnoiffeur,  accuftomed  to  the  chafte  noble 
graces  of  the  Grecian  proportions  ;  certainly 
nobody  can  behold  what  remains  of  thefe 
Moorifli  edifices,  without  being  ftronglj^ 
impreffe<f  with  a  high  idea  of  the  genius  of 
^  artifls,  as  well  as  the  grandeur  of  the 
princes  who  carried  their  plans  into  exe- 
cution, 

Thefe  'Sultans  not  only  gave  the  mofE 
diftinguifhed  protedion  to  arts  and  faiences, 
and  to  the  perfons  learned  in  any  of  them, 
but  were  themfelves  eminently  verfed  in 
various  branches  of  knowledge,  Alkehem 
the  Second  collefted  fo  immenfe  a  quantity 
of  manufcripts,  that  before  the  end  of  his 
reign,  the  royal  library  contained  no  lefs 
than  fix  hundred  thoufand  volumes,  of 
which  the  very  catalogue  filled  forty  huge 
fotios.  The  univerfity  of  Cordova  was 
4  founded 


62        TRAVELS    THROUGH   SPAIIf. 

founded  by  him,  and  under  fuch  favourable 
aufpices,  rofe  to  the  higheft  pitch  of  ce- 
lebrity. 

Abdoulrahman  was  fucceeded  by  his  fon 
Hiflem  ;  whofe  pailion  for  glory  and  archi- 
tenure  was  not  in  the  leaft  inferior  to  that 
of  his  father.  He  put  the  finiftiing  hand 
to  the  mofque,  which  the  plunder  of  the 
fouthern  provinces  of  France  enabled  him 
to  complete  in  the  courfe  of  a  few  years. 
Several  hiftorians  relate,  that  the  terror 
which  his  name  infpired  was  fo  great,  that 
the  inhabitants  of  Narbonne,  in  order  to 
purchafe  peace  and  liberty,  agreed  to  tranf- 
port  from  their  city  to  Cordova,  all  mate- 
rials neceffary  for  the  conftrudion  of  the 
mofque.  This  ftory  is  hardly  credible; 
Mariana  fuppofes  it  to  have  been  a  fort  of 
fine  fand  proper  for  mixing  with  lime,  that 
the  Narbonnefe  engaged  to  carry;  but  if 
there  be  any  truth  in  the  afiair,  I  Ihould 
imagine  it  to  be  more  probable,  that  they 

funuihed 
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fumiflied  him  with  columns  and  other  mo- 
numents of  antiquity,  which  Narbonne 
abounded  with,  and  which  were  undoubtedly 
employed  in  great  quaatities  in  the  building 
of  the  mofque.  The  bridge  over  the  Gua- 
dalquiver  was  a  work  of  Hiflem's,  after  his 
own  plans. 

Alkaham  fucceeded  Hiflem* 

Abdoulrahman  the  Second  was  alfo  paf- 
fionately  fond  of  building.  He  was  the 
firft  )that  brought  fupplies  of  water  to  Cor- 
dova, by  means  of  leaden  pipes  laid  upon 
aqueduifts  of  ftone.  The  quantity  was  fo 
confiderable  that  every  part  of  the  palace, 
the  mofques,  baths,  fquares,  and  public  edi- 
fices, had  all  of  them  their  fountains  con- 
ftantly  playing.  A  great  many  of  thefe 
works  ftill  fubfift.  He  paved  the  whole  city, 
and  ereded  feveral  mofques. 

After  him  reigned  Mahomet  Almundar, 
Abdallah,  and  Abdoulrahman  the  Third, 
who  furpafled  all  his  predeceflbrs  in  fplen- 

dour, 
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dour,  riches,  and  expencc.  His  fubjeds 
Tied  with  each  other  in  profufion  and  mag- 
nifioence.  I  cannot  give  you  a  greater  proof 
of  the  prodigious  opulence  and  grandeur  of 
the  Arabians  in  the  tenth  century^  than  by 
enumerating  the  prefents  made  to  this  prince 
by  Aboumeltk,  named  in  938  to  the  poft 
of  grand  vizir.  He  caufed  to  be  brought 
before  the  throne,  and  laid  at  the  feet  of  his 
mailer. 

Four  hundred  pounds  of  virgin  gold. 

Lingots  of  filverto  the  value  of  420,000 
zequins. 

Four  hundred  pounds  of  lignum  aloes, 
one  piece  weighing  one  hundred  and 

forty  pounds. 
Fivehumlred  ounces  of  ambergreafe. 
Three  hundred  ounces  of  cam^hire* 
Thirty  pieces  of  gold  tifliie,  fo  rich  that 
-  ox>ne  but  the  Caliph  could  wear  it. 
Teo-  fuits  of  KJb.osai2aa  ikbles. 

Ojae 
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One  hundred  fuits  of  fur  of  a  lefs  valuable 

fort. 
Forty-eight  fets  of  gold  and  filk  long 

trappings  for  horfes. 
Four  thoufand  pounds  of  filk. 
Thirty  Perfian  carpets. 
Eight  hundred  iron  coats  of  mail  for  war 

horfes. 
One  thoufand  fliields. 
One  hundred  thoufand  arrows. 
Fifteen  led  horfes  of  Arabia,  as  richly  ca- 

parifoned  as  thofe  the  Caliph  was  wont 

to  ride. 
One  hundred  horfes  of  an  inferior  price* 
Twenty  mules  with  all  their  accoutre- 
ments. 
Forty  young  men,  and  twenty  girls  of 

exquifite  beauty,  and  moft  fumptuoufly 

decked  out. 

This  difplay  of  riches  was  accompanied 

with  a  moft  flattering  poem,  compofed  by 

the  minifter  in  praife  of  his  fovereign,  who, 

VOL.  II.  E  in 
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in  return  for  this  homage,  afligned  him  a 
penfion  of  an  hundred  thoufand  pieces  of 
gold. 

Abdoulrahman  built  a  new  town  *  three 

miles  from  Cordova,  called  2^hra  or  Ariza- 

pha,  from  the  name  of  his  favourite  miftrefs. 

The  palace  was  ereded  upon  the  plans  of 

the  mod  celebrated  archite£t  of  Conftanti- 

nople,  at  that  time  the  heft  fchool  and  nurfery 

of  artifls  in  the  world.     In  this  edifice,  were 

one  thoufand  one  hundred   and   fourteen 

columns  of  African  and  Spaniih    marble, 

nineteen  of  Italian,  and  one  hundred  and 

fourteen  of  moft  exquifite  workmanfhip,  a 

prefent  of  the  Greek  emperor.     The  rich- 

nefs  of  the  ftate-room  exceeded  the  bounds 

of  credibility.     The  walls  were   incrufted 

with  marble,  inlaid  with  golden  foliages : 

*  Suppofed  to  have  been  at  a  place  called  Cordova 
la  Vieja.  There  is  nothing  but  a  few  ruins  to  fupport 
the  conjefture. 

in 
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In  the  middle  was  a  marble  bafon  fuirounded 
with  various  figures  of  animals  fpouting 
water ;  all  thefe  ftatues  were  gilt  and  en- 
riched with  precious  ftones :  the  bafon  was 
cut  at  Conftantinople,  and  the  figures  were 
efteemed  the  mafter-pieces  of  the  mod  ex- 
pert fculptors  of  that  city.  Above  the  foun- 
tain, hung  a  famous  pearl  which  the  em- 
peror Leo  had  fent  to  Abdoulrahman.  The 
other  apartments  of  the  palace  fell  little  fliort 
of  this  hall  in  magnificence.  The  moft 
retired  part  was  allotted  to  his  wives,  concu- 
bines, flaves,  and  black  eunuchs,  in  all  fix 
thoufand.  Over  the  principal  entrance,  in 
open  defiance  of  the  exprefs  mandate  of  the 
prophet,  flood  the  ftatue  of  the  fair  Sultana 
who  gave  her  name  to  this  new  city,  now 
become  the  conftant  refidence  of  the  court. 
Here  the  emperor  was  wont  to  take  the  di- 
verfion  of  hunting,  attended,  by  twelve 
thouiand  horfemeri,  accoutred  with  belts  and 
£  2  fcimitars. 
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fciihitars,  imbofled  with  gold.  At  his  re- 
turn from  the  chace,  he  ufually  retired  to 
reft  himfelf  in  a  fplendid  pavilion  eredied 
in  the  middle  of  the  gardens,  overlooking 
all  the  adjacent  country.  This  banquetting 
houfe  was  fupported  by  columns  of  the 
whiteft  marble ;  the  gilding  and  painting 
of  the  ceiling  vied  with  the  precious  ftones 
fcattered  over  it ;  and  in  the  center  was  a 
vafe,  in  which  quickfilver  fupplied  the  place 
of  water  j  it  fhook  with  every  motion  of 
the  room,  and  reflefted  the  rays  of  the  fun, 
which  were  admitted  through  fome  holes 
contrived  in  the  roof.  ^ 

You  will  no  doubt  be  backward  in  cre- 
diting thefe  relations  ;  and  the  inconceivable 
expence  this  prince  muft  have  been  at  in 
thefe  undertakings,  will  be  apt  to  ftagger 
your  belief.  The  town  of  Zebra,  with 
the  palace  and  gardens,  coft  him,  for  twenty- 
five  years,  the  annual  fum  of  three  hundred 

thoufand 
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thoufand  dinars  *  ;  add  to  this,  the  vaft 
fums  requifite  for  the  maintenance  of  a 
feraglio  of  fix  tlwufand  perfons,  a  moft 
numerous  houfehold,  a  guard  of  twelve  thou- 
fand lancemen,  and  an  incredible  numbqr  of 
horfes,  and  it  can  fcarce  be  conceived  where 
he  could  find  revenues  fufiicient  to  anfwer 
fuch  prodigious  demands.  All  his  life  he 
kept  on  foot,  and  frequently  fent  into  the 
field,  very  powerful  armies.  The  falaries  of 
the  governors  of  provinces,  towns,  and 
forts ;  of  the  adminiftrators  of  juftice ;  the 
repairs  of  the  fortified  places,  and  the  cur- 
rent outgoings  of  a  formidable  regular  ma- 
rine eftablifhment,  are  objedls  of  fuch  ex- 
pence,  that  it  is  eafier  to  wonder  than  to 
believe,  how  they  could  be  fatisfied.  But 
upon  taking  a  review  of  the  opulence  of 

*  Reckoning  the  dinar  at  9^.  tJ,  the  annual  expence 
amounts  to  £,  i37>SOo  and  in  twenty-five  years  this 
makes  the  fum  of  ^.  3)437)500  fterling. 

E  3  Spain 


70      TRAVELS    THROUGH    SPAIN. 

Spain  at  that  epocha,  of  its  trade,  population, 
tributes,  and  taxes ;  that  aflonifhment  which 
we  muft  be  feized  with,  on  the  hearing  of 
thefe  accounts,  will  in  a  great  meafure  fub- 
fide. 

The  Moors  were  then  mailers  of  all 
the  richeft  provinces  of  Spain,  populous 
to  an  excefs.  In  Cordova  alone,  they  reck- 
oned two  hundred  thoufand  houfes,  fix 
hundred  mofques,  and  nine  hundred  public 
baths.  * 

The  Arabian  hiftorian,  f  from  whom 
the  prefent  detail  is  taken,  informs  us,  that 

*  In  all  probability,  moft  of  thefe  houfes  were  very 
inconfiderable  huts  of  one  room,  as  the  Moors  never 
dwelt  more  than  one  family  under  the  fame  roof. 

t  Moft  of  thefe  particulars  arc  extra<9:s  from 
THiftoire  d'Afrique,  par  M.  Cardonne,  who  tranflated 
them  out  of  the  Arabic, 

in 
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in  his  time,  there  were  in  Spain  ^eighty 
large  cities,  three  hundred  of  the  fecond 
order,  and  that  the  number  of  villages  and 
hamlets  was  not  to  be  counted ;  upon  the 
banks  of  the  Guadalquivir,  were  no  lefs 
than  twelve  thoufand  villages;  a  traveller, 
in  the  courfe  of  a  day's  journey,  met  with 
three  or  four  confiderable  towns,  and  could 
not  travel  an  hour  without  coining  to  a 
hamlet. 

The  revenues  of  the  Ommiad  caliphs 
*  in  the  time  of  Abdoulrahman  the  Third, 
amounted  annually  to  twelve  million  nine 
hundred  and  forty-five  thoufand  dinars,  or 
about  five  millions  five  hundred  and  twenty 
thoufand  fix  hundred  twenty-five  pounds 
fterling.  Befides  this  income  in  fpecie,  a 
great  number  of  impofts  were  paid  in  kind, 

♦  It  does  not  appear  from  his  account,  whether  he 
means  the  whole  peninfula,  or  only  "the  portion  of  it 
fubjeft  to  the  Saracens. 

E  4  which 
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which  it  is  not  poffible  to  afcertain  or  fix 
any  average  value  upon ;  but  it  is  certain 
they  muft  have  been  in  proportion  to  the 
produce  of  the  land,  and  confequently 
very  great  in  a  country  inhabited  by  a  nu- 
merous and  indefatigable  nation,  devoted  to 
agriculture,  which  they  had  carried  to  a 
pitch  of  perfe<9;ion  unknown  to  the  reft  of 
V  Europe.  * 

The  mines  of  gold,  filver,  and  other 
metals,  which  Spain  abounds  with,  were 
another  inexhauftible  fund  of  wealth  to  the 
Arabs,  who  kept  a  great  number  of  mi- 
ners conftaritly  employed.  The  difcovery 
of  America,  and  of  its  treafures,  which  feem 
to  have  brought  contempt  upon  the  riches 

♦  This  calculation  of  the  Arabian  hiftorian  favours 
much  of  exaggeration  j*  as  the  fums  mentioned  far 
exceed  all  ideas  we  have  of  the  quantity  of  gold  and 
filver  coin  in  circulation  at  the  era  :  but  I  have  given  it 
\n  his  words,  without  any  farther  comment, 

of 
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of  the  old  world,  has  deterred  the  kings 
of  Spain  from  continuing  to  work  the  mines 
they  have  at  home. 

The  extenfive  commerce  carried  on  by  the 
Moors  with  other  nations,  brought  an  in- 
credible flow  of  wealth  into  their  country. 
I  Ihall  not  fpeak  of  their  inland  traffic,  as 
I  find  nothing  in  their  authors  that  can 
throw  light  upon  it,  or  enable  us  to  form 
any  precife  judgment  of  its  extent  and  im- 
portance. I  intend  to  confine  myfelf  to 
the  operations  of  their  foreign  commerce, 
which  was  diftributed  into  various  chiannelp, 
many  of  them  renderii^g  an  exceffive  pi'o- 
fit.  It  confifted  either  of  the  natural  un- 
wrought  produ£tions  of  Spain,  or  part  of 
the  fame  productions  manufa<3:ured  at  home, 
and  exported  to  foreign  markets. 

Gold,  filver,  copper,  raw-filk,  oil,  fugar, 
falfe  cochineal,  quickfilver,  pig  and  call  iron, 
and  above  all,  their  filk  and  woollen  manu- 

fa<a:ures,  , 


74      TRAVELS    THROUGH    SPAIN. 

faftures,  were  the  moft  lucrative  articles  of 
exportation. 

Ambergreafe^  yellow  amber^  loadftone, 
antimony,  fait,  talc,  marcaifites,  rock  chryf- 
tal,  tuttie,  fulphur,  faffron,  ginger,  myrrh, 
and  various  other  drugs,  formed  other  ob- 
je<a:s  of  trade,  which,  though  inferior  in 
value  and  quantity,  produced  neverthelefs 
great  and  clear  returns. 

Much  cOTal  was  fifhed  on  the  coaft  of 
Andalufia,  and  that  of  Catalonia  had  a  pearl* 
fifliety. 

Spain  contained  many  mines  of  rubies 
and  other  precious  ftones ;  thofe  of  rubies 
nefar  Malaga  and  Bejar,  and  that  of  ame- 
thyfts  near  Carthagena,  were  in  the  higheft 
repute. 

Thefe  different  commodities  were  con- 
veyed to  Barbary,  Egypt,  and  all  the  Eaft. 

The  temper  of  the  Spanifh  arms  was 
held  in  the  greateft  repute  by  all  the  Afri- 
cans J  Spain  was  in  a  manner  their  arfenal 

from 
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from  which  they  drew  their  cuirafles,  buck- 
lers, cafques,  fcimitars,  and  daggers. 

The  demand  for  raw-filk,  and  for  the  filk 
and  woollen  ftufFs  of  various  colours  made 
at  Granada  and  Ba^a,  and  for  the  woollen 
cloths  manufadured  at  Murcia,  was  very- 
great  throughout  Africa :  there  can  be  no 
doubt,  but  their  trade  with  Egypt  muft 
have  been  upon  a  more  extenfive  plan  than 
that  with  Barbary ;  the  Spanifh  Arabs  car- 
ried thither  the  goods  of  their  country  to 
barter  againft  thofe  produGions  of  Egypt, 
which  Spain  flood  in  need  of.  The  im-« 
menfity  of  their  traffic  with  the  Eafl,  ia 
not  to  be  conceived  ;  for  reafons  of  flate^ 
the  Ommiads  conflantly  endeavoured  to 
keep  upon  the  befl  footing  poffible  with 
the  court  of  Conflantinople,  which  they 
hoped  would  prove  a  check  upon  the  en- 
terprizes  of  the  Caliphs  of  Damafgus,  who 
never  ceafed  repining  at  the  difmembering 
of  their  empire  by  the  firfl  Abdoulrahman. 

AH 
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All  the  ports  of  the  Grecian  dominions 
were  open  to  the  Spanifh  traders,  who  im- 
ported rich  cargoes  of  merchandize  adapted 
to  the  calls  of  that  refined  luxury,  by 
which  Conftantinople  was'  then  diftin- 
guifhed;  the  profits  upon  fuch  operations 
of  commerce  may  eafily  be  fuppofed  to 
have  been  prodigious. 

Alkahem  the  Second  fucceeded  his  father. 
The  Arabian  writer  relates  the  following 
fingular  proof  of  courage  given  by  a  cadi, 
in  reproving  this  prince  for  a  piece  of  in- 
juftice  committed  againft  one  of  his  fub- 
jedls. 

A  poor  woman  at  Zehra  poflefled  a 
fmall  fpot  of  ground  contiguous  to  the 
royal  palace.  The  caliph  being  defirous  of 
extending  his  gardens  that  way,  made  pro- 
pofals  to  the  old  woman  to  difpofe  of  her 
land  for  a  fum  of  money ;  but  fhe  con- 
tinuing deaf  to  every  argument  employed 
to  induce  her  to  part  with  the  inheritance 

of 
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of  her  forefathers,  the  head  gardener  took 
by  force  what  fhe  rcfufed  to  yield  to  en- 
treaty. The  woman,  in  an  agony  of  de- 
fpair,  flew  to  Cordova,  to  implore  the  fuc- 
cour  of  Ibn  Bechir,  the  chief  cadi  of  the 
city.  This  magiftrate  immediately  mount- 
ted  his  afs,  taking  with  him  a  fack  of  ex- 
traordinary fize,  and  prefented  himfelf  be- 
fore Alkahem,  who  was  then  fitting  in  a 
magnificent  pavilion  on  the  very  ground 
in  queftion.  The  arrival  of  the  cadi^ 
and  the  appearance  of  the  wallet,  furprized 
the  fultah.  Bechir  having  proftrated  him- 
felf, entreated  the  prince  to  allow  him  to 
fill  his  fack  with  fome  of  the  earth  they 
were  then  upon.  This  requefl  granted, 
and  the  bag  full,  the  cadi  defired  him  to 
help  him  to  lift  it  on  his  afs.  This  flrange 
demand  was  ftill  more  amazing  than  the 
reft:  however,  the  caliph  confented ;  but 
upon  putting  his  flioulder  to  it,  could  not 
help  complaining  of  the  exceffive  weight 

of 
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of  the  load.  "  Sir,"  replied  the  cadi,  "  this 
**  bag,  which  you  find  fo  heavy,  contains 
"  but  a  very  fmall  portion  of  the  earth 
^*  which  you  have  unjuftly  taken  from  a 
**  poor  woman  ;  how  then  do  you  expert 
•*  to  be  able  at  the  day  of  judgment  to 
"  fupport  the  weight  of  the  whole  field 
"  you  have  had  fo  little  fcruple  cf  ufurp- 
**  ing.'*  Far  from  being  inccnfed  at  this 
audacious  rebuke,  the  caliph  generoufly 
acknowledged  his  fault,  and  ordered  the 
land  to  be  reftored  to  the  proprietor  with 
every  thing  he  had  caufed  to  be  ere£ted 
upon  it. 

This  monarch  lefi:  a  minor  to  fucceed 
him,  and  the  kingdom  to  be  governed  by^ 
the  famous  vifier  Mahomet  Abenamir,  fur- 
named  Almam^r^  or  the  defender^  from  his 
great  vidtories  and  wife  condufl:.  His 
defcendants  inherited  from  him  the  vifier- 
Ihip,  and  a  power  as  abfolute  as  if  they  had 
been  caliphs,  until  the  weaknefs  of    the 

fovereigns 
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fovereigns  encouraged,   and  the   infolence 
of   the  minifters  provoked  the  grandees  to 
difturb  the  ftate  with  their  jealoufies  and 
diffenfions  ;  thefe  broils  occafioned  fuch  a 
feries  of   civil  wars  and  anarchy,  as  over- 
threw  the  throne   of    Cordova,   and   de- 
ftroyed  the  whole  race  of  Abdoulrahman. 
Thus  the  glorious  edifice  founded  by  the 
valour  and   prudence   of   that  conqueror, 
and  cemented  by  limilar  virtues  in  many  of 
bis  fucceflbrs,  funk  into  nothing,  as  foon  as 
the   fceptre   devolved   upon  weak,    ener- 
vated princes,  whofe  indolence  and  incapa- 
city transferred  the  management  of  every 
.         thing  to  a  vifier.     Many  petty  kingdoms 
fprang  up  out  of  the  ruins  of  this  mighty 
empire  ;  and  the  Chriftians  foon  found  op- 
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that  tremendous  power,  which  when  uni- 
ted had  proved  an  c^vermatch  for  their  ut- 
moft  force. 

But  it  is  high  time  I  fhould  put  an  end 
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to  this  long  letter,  which,  I  am  afraid,  you 
will  look  upon  in  no  better  a  light,  than  that 
of  an  Arabian  night's  entertainment :  The 
writers  of  the  Moorifli  hiftory,  though 
often  contemporaries  of  the  princes  whofe 
lives  they  relate,  may  with  good  reafon  be 
fufpe£ted  of  exaggeration  in  their  difplay 
of  the  wealth  and  atchievements  of  their 
heroes  ;  but  neverthelefs,  there  muft  be 
fome  truth  at  the  bottom,  and  their  details 
cannot  fail  of  being  entertaining  to  every 
curious  reader.  My  heart  bleeds,  while  I 
tell  you,  that  of  all  thefe  glories,  except  the 
mofque,  not  even  a  ruin  remains.  Zehra, 
with  all  its  delices,  is  erafed  from  the  face 
of  the  earth  j  no  one  even  knows  where 
it  flood,  and  its  very  exiftence  may  pafs 
for  a  fable.  The  piety  of  the  Chriftians 
in  converting  the  mofque  into  a  church, 
has  preferved  it  from  a  fimilar  fate. 

That  the  wonders  which  have  been  the 
fubje£t  of  this  letter,  may  obtain  fome  de- 
gree 
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gree  of   probability  in  your  eyes,  I  fliall 

haften  to  Iketch  out  an  exadl  defcription  of 

« 

that  ancient  place  of  worfliip. 


LETTER    XXXV. 

Cordova,  April  i6,  1776. 
Y  Did  not  intend  fending  you  another 
-*"  letter  from  this  city,  as  our  plan  was 
to  have  left  it  this  morning  by  day-break  j 
but  there  is  no  depending  on  the  things  of 
this  tranfitory  world,  much  lefs  on  the  (kill 
of  a  Spanifli  wheelwright.  After  waiting 
with  impatience  till  he  had  completed  the 
repairs  of  our  fhattered  chaife,  which  had 
been  overturned  the  day  we  came  from 
Eccija,  we  at  laft  received  from  him  our 
travelling  orders,  and  fet  oflF  in  great  fpirits ; 
when,  behold  !  direftly  oppofite  to  the 
PotrOy  a  place  well  known  to  Don  Quixote's 
VOL.  II.  F  firft 
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firft  landlord^  one  of  our  wheels  flew  into 
fifty  pieces,  Jtnd  brought  us  to  the  ^ound 
in  the  middle  of  the  kennel:  upon  this, 
we  had  no  choice  left  but  of  returning  to 
our  inn  to  pafs  this  «Uiy  wad  to^optwrow  in 
the  beft  manner  we  can.  I  fhall  employ  it 
in  writing  to  you  what  I  intended  fhould 
ferve  to  make  a  letter,  to  fill  up  part  of  my 
tedious  hours  in  fome  venta  between 
Cordova  and  Madrid. 

The  Potroy  our  ne  plus  ultruy  is  nothing 
more  than  a  large  fountain  with  a  paltry 
ftone  ftatue  of  a  colt  on  the  top  ;  when 
Cervantes  wrote  his  Romance,  Seville  was 
the  mart  of  Europe,  and  all  the  neigh- 
bouring places  under  the  benign  influence  of 
commerce,  were  much  more  frequented  and 
better  known  than  at  prefent  j  we  walked  on 
the  playa  of  San  Lucar,  without  feeing 
a  fingle  idle  fellow,^  and  the  compras  of 
Seville  are  now  as  empty  as  the  fquare  be- 
fore the  Potro  of  Cordova. 

The  mofque,  in  Spanifh  called  La  Mef- 

quita, 


uita» 


^ 
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qtiita^  from  the  Arabic  word  maJgiaJ^  a  place 
of  w&rjhlp^  was  begun  by  Abdoulrahman 
the  Firft,  and  deftincd  by  him  to  remain  td 
s^r^^age^  as  a  monuDaent  of  his  power  and 
riches,  and  a  principal  fanduary  of  his 
religion.  His  ideas  were  fublime,  and  he 
was  fortunate  enough  to  find  an  architect 
whofe  genius  was  equal  to  the  tafk  of  put^ 
ting  them  in  execution.  He  laid  the  fou^•« 
dation  of  the  work  two  years  before  he 
died :  his  fon  Hiflem  or  Kcan  finUhed  the 
whole  mofque  about  the  year  8oo.  It  wa^ 
mote  than  once  altered  and  enlarged  by  the 
Mahometans  themfelves,  and  has  fmce  un^ 
dergone  feveral  changes  fmce  it  became  a 
Chriftian  church.  The  greateft  alteration 
was  made  in  the  fifteenth  century,  by 
building  a  cupola  in  the  center  upon  Gothic 
arches,  aiid  fcooping  away  part  of  the  an- 
cient edifice  to  form  a  large  choir. 

In    the   days  of    the   MufTulmen,  the 
mofque  was  a  fquare  building,  with  a  fiiit 
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roof  upon  arches,  which  did  not  rife  more 
than  thirty-five  feet  above  the  pavement. 
It  was  four  hundred  and  twenty  in  breadth, 
and  five  hundred  and  ten  in  length,  in- 
cluding the  thicknefs  of  the  walls.  The 
roof  was  borne  up  by  near  a  thoufand 
columns  according  to  fome  s^ccounts,  and  by 
feven  hundred  and  feventy-eight  according 
to  others,  which  formed  nineteen  iles  from 
eaft  to  weft,  and  twenty-nine  from  north  to 
fouth,  if  we  may  truft  to  the  defcription 
given  by.  Morales,  and  many  other  hifto- 
rians  ;  but  I  own  I  cannot  fee  how  there 
could  ever  have  been  more  than  feventeen, 
and  the  plans  of  the  academy  mark  no 
more.  *     The  columns  were  of  the  richeft 

marbles  ; 

♦  From  my  own  obfervations,  and  an  examination  of 
the  plans  taken  by  the  Academicians,  fent  by  the  king  to 
meafure  and  draw  this  and  other  ancient  buildings  in 
the  fouth  of  Spain,  I  find  the  meafurements  given  by 
nxoft  hiftorians  who  defcribe  the  dimenfions  of  this 

church, 
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marbles  ;  the  twenty-four  gates  were  plated 
with  bronze,  embofled  in  a  moft  curious 
manner.  The  principal  entrance  had  its 
folding  doors  covered  with  plates  of  gold. 
Upon  the  higheft  cupola  were  three  golden 
ball^  bearing  up  a  pomegranet  and  a  flower 
de  luce  of  the  fame  precious  metal.  Four 
thoufand  feven  hundred  lamps  burned  in 
the  mofque  every  night,  and  confumed  in  a 
year  near  twenty  thoufand  pounds  of  oil  ; 
it  alfo  required  annually  fixty  pounds  of 
wood  of  aloes,  and  fixty  of  ambergreafe, 
for  the  perfumes. 

Such  is  the  defcription  of  this  famous 
temple  left  us  in  the  writings  of  the  Ara- 
bian and  old  Spanifh  authors. 

I  now  proceed  to  give  you  a  minute  ac- 

church,  to  be  extremely  difficult  to  reconcile,  and  I 
believe  erroneous,  at  leaft  not  much  to  be  depended 
upon ;  for  which  reafon  I  have  adhered  to  the  plans 
above  mentioned. 

F  3  count 
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count  of  its  prefent  ftate,  after  the  notes 
I  took  down  upon  the  fpot  with  the  utmoft 
attention. 

The  ftreets  round  the  mofque  are  narrow^ 
and  ill  calculated  for  affording  a  general 
view.  But  indeed  there  is  nothing  yery 
fhewy  on  the  outfide.  The  walls  are  plain 
enough,  and  not  very  high  :  the  roof  is  hid 
behind  battlements  cut  into  ftcps.  On  the 
eaft  fide,  the  whdle  length  is  divided  by 
buttreffes  into  thirteen  diviiions,  and  about 
the  fame  number. on  each  of  the  other 
three  fides.  The  doors  opened  in  many  of  - 
thefe  compartments  are  ornamented  with 
ftucco  of  different  colours.  On  the  north 
fide  is  a  lofty  belfry,  a  modern  buildings 
that  has  made  a  total  alteration  in  the  ap- 
pearance of  that*  front.  Seventeen  gates 
admit  you  into  the  church  and  cloyften 
The  doyfter,-  or  court  which  ferved  the 
Mahometans  for  their  ablutions,  and  as  a 
place  to  leave  their  flippers  in,  before  they 

entered, 


TRAVELS   THROUGH    SPAIK.      87 

entered  the  holy  houfe,  is  an  oblong  fquare 
of  five  hundred  and  ten  feet  (the  length  of 
the  church),  by  two  hundred  and  forty.  A 
portico  of  fixty-two  pillars  environs  it  on 
three  fides,  about  twenty-five  feet  wide. 
The  middle  is  taken  up  with  three  handfome 
and  copious  fountains,  groves  of  orange- 
trees,  and  fome  towering  cyprefles  and 
palms,  which  form  a  moft  delightful  retreat 
in  the  fultry  hours.  We  have  had  occafion 
to  experience  the  comforts  of  this  fliade  at 
noon-day,  when  the  natives  being  all  retired 
to  their  Jiefia^  we  were  left  in  full  poffeffion 
of  this  ancient  fabric.  Contrary  to  the 
cuftom  of  the  reft  of  Spain,  the  doors  are 
left  open  all  day,  and  nobody  finds  fault 
with  thofe  that  Ikunter  about  in  the  church 
out  of  idlcnefs  or  curiofity. 

Near  the  great  gate,  that  leads  from  the 
cloyfter  into  the  mofque,  are  three  pieces  of 
columns,  each  with  an  infcriptLon,  which 
t^arjr  from  each  other  only  in  the  name  of 

F  4  the 
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the  emperor,  the  reft  of  the  words  being 
alike  in  all  three. 


T-I.  C.A.E.S.A.R,  D.I.V.I.  A.V.G.V.S.T.I.  F, 
P.I.V.I.  I. V.L.I.  N.E.P.O.S.  A.V,G.V.S,T,V.S, 
P.O.N.T.V.F.E.X.  M.A.X.  X.X.I.  C.O.S. 
V.  I.M.P.  T,R,I.B.  P.O.T.E.S.T.  X.X.X. V.I.I, 
A.B.  I,A.N.O.  A.V.G.V.S.T.O.  Q^V.!.  E.S,T. 
A.D.  B.O.E.T.I.M.  V.S.Q^V.E.  A.D. 
p.C.E.A.N.V.M. 
L.X.I.I.I.I, 

The  others  bear  the  names  of  Auguftuai 
and  Caius.  What  thefe  kind  of  mileftones, 
and  the  Janus  Auguftus  were,  I  confefs  I 
am  not  able  to  inform  you,  nor  can  I  pro-, 
cure  any  information  from  MafFei's  coUec-r 
tion  of  infcriptions,  as,  inftead  of  explaining 
thefe  lines,  he  doubts  of  there  being  any  fuch 
exifting. 

The  grand  entrance  of  the  church  is  at 
the  thirteenth  ile  from  the  e^ft  wall,  which 

is 
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is  rather  wider  and  loftier  than  the  reft,  and 
the  parts  more  decorated 

Nothing  can  be  more  ftriking  than  the 
firft  ftep  into  this  fingular  rather  than  beau- 
tiful edifice.  To  acquire  fome  idea  of  it, 
you  muft  reprefent  to  yourfelf  a  vaft  gloomy 
labyrinth,  like  what  the  French  are  fo  fond 
of  in  their  gardens,  a  fine  ,quincunx.  It  is 
divided  into  feventeen  iles,  or  naves^  (each 
about  twenty  feet  wide)  by  rows  of  columns 
of  various  marbles,  viz.  blue  with  white 
veins,  yellow,  red,  red  veined  with  w;hite, 
gray,  and  Granadine  and  African  green. 
Thefe  pillars  are  not  all  of  the  fame  height ; 
for  the  Arabs,  having  taken  them  from  Ro- 
man buildings,  ferved  them  in  the  fame  manner 
as  the  tyrant  Procruftes  did  his  gtiefts  :  to  the 
ihort  ones  they  clapped  on  m6nftrous  capitals, 
and  thick  bafes  j  thofe  that  were  too  long  for 
their  purpofe  had  their  bafe  chopped  off, 
and  a  diminutive  {hallow  bonnet  placed  on 
tljeir  head.     Jiowever,  the  thicknefs  of  the 

fhaft 
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fhaft  is  pretty  equal  throughout,  about 
eighteen  inches  diameter,  and  the  capitals 
are  generally  barbarous  imitations  of  thofe 
of  the  Corinthian  order.  A  couple  of 
arches,  one  above  the  other,  rifing  from 
the  columns,  -run  along  the  rows;  and  from 
the  fame  bafis  fprings  an  arch  that  forms  the 
roof  of  each  ile. 

By  feveral  alterations  and  additions,  the 
Moors  had  divided  the  whole  mofque  into 
four  parts,  marked  out  by  two  lines  of  clut- 
tered pillars,  crofEng  each  other  at  right  .| 
angles :  three  of  thefe  portions  were  allot- 
ted to  the  populace  and  the  women;  the  ^ 
foitrth,  in  the  fouth-eaft  angle,  was  referved  ' 
for  the  nobility  and  clergy.  In  this  laft 
quarter  was  the  zancarron,  or  holy  chapel, 
where  they  depofited  the  books  of  the  law. 
The  door  of  it  faced  the  great  gate,  downi  | 
the  principal  ile.  The  ornaments  and  ar-  j 
chitedture  of  this  fanduary,  and  of  the  ! 
throne  of  Almanfor,  which  is  in  front,  at 

the 
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Ae  diftance  of  fix  iutercolumniations  from  it, 
are  very  different  from  thofe  employed  in  the 
other  psarts.  Two  ranges  of  columns  that  fup- 
port  the  fcreen  before  this  penetrak^  are  about 
fix  feet  high;  the  upper  ones  of  red  and  white 
marble,  the  lower  of  green,  with  capitals 
moll  minutely  carved  and  gilt.  The  roof  of 
the  dark  inner  fanduary  is  faid  to  be  of  one 
block  of  marble,  eighteen  feet  wide :  if  fo, 
it  is  not  only  curious  for  its  fize  and  quality, 
but  alfo  for  the  ingenuity  of  the  architedl, 
in  placing  it  in  fo  perfed:  an  equilibrium,  as 
to  remain  unfhaken  fo  many  ages.  The 
manner  of  calling  the  arches,  grouping  the 
columns,  and  defigning  the  foliages  of  this 
fcreen  and  of  the  throne  (which  is  an  exaft 
repetition  of  the  fcreen),  is  very  heavy,  intri- 
cate, and  barbarous,  unlike  all  the  Moorilh 
archite<Sture  I  faw  at  Granada.  Indeed  it  is 
many  centuries  more  ancient  than  any  orna- 
mental work  at  that  place." 

The  zancarron  is  now  the  property  of  the 
4    ^  duke 
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duke  of  Alba,  who   has  his  family  vault 
under  it 

Behind  this  chapel,  and  on  each  fide  of  it, 
were  the  lodgings  of  the  derviflies,  which 
now  ferve  for  chapter-houfe,  facrifly,  and 
treafury.  This  church  is  extremely  rich  in 
plate,  and  has  lately  added  to  its  ftore 
four  ponderous  filver  candlefticks,  very  nice- 
ly wrought :  they  were  made  in  Cordova, 
and  coft  about  eight  hundred  and  fifty  pounds 
fterling  apiece. 

It  is  fcarce  poflible  to  afcertain  the  exa£t 
number  of  columns  in  the  mofque,  as  they 
originally  ftood,  becaufe  great  changes  have 
been  made,  many  taken  away,  difplaced,  or 
built  up  in  the  walls  of  chapels,  and  feveral 
added  when  the  choir  was  erected  in  the  cen- 
ter of  the  whole.  Were  this  choir  in  any 
other  church,  it  would  deferve  great  praife, 
for  the  Gothic  grandeur  of  the  plan,  the 
Joftinefs  of  the  dome,  the  carving  of  the 

ftalls, 
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ftaUs,  *  and  the  elegance  and  high  finifhing 
of  the  arches  and  ornaments:  but  in  the 
middle  of  the  Moorifli  mofque,  it  deflxoys 
all  unity  of  defign,  darkens  the  reft,  and 
renders  confufed  every  idea  of  the  original 
general  efFe£t  of  the  building.  Many  cha- 
pels ftuck  up  in  various  parts  between  the 
pillars,  interrupt  the  enfilade,  and  block  up 
the  paflage.  The  worft  of  all,  is  a  large 
chapel  of  the  Virgin,  that  clofes  the  main 
ile  exactly  in  the  middle ;  and  the  throne 
of  Almanfor  is  now  occupied  by  a  poor  piece 
of  legendary  painting. 

I  can  imagine  no  coup  d'ml  more  extraor- 
dinary than  that  taken  in  by  the  eye,  when 
placed  in  fuch  fpots  of  the  church  as  afford 
a  clear  reach  down  the  iles,  at  right  angles, 
Uninterrupted  by  chapels  and  modern  erec- 

♦  The  ftalls  were  carved  after  the  defigns  of  Cor- 
nejo  of  Seville,  It  took  twelve  years  to  finilh  the 
work,  and  one  to  put  it  up. 

tions. 
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tions.  Equally  wonderful  is  tbie  appear- 
ance, when  you  look  from  the  points  that 
give  you  all  the  rows  of  pillars  and  arches 
in  an  oblique  line.  It  is  a  moft  puzzling 
fcene  of  confufion* 

Light  is  admitted  by  the  doors,  and  fe- 
veral  fmall  cupolas;  but  neverthclefs  the 
church  is  dark  and  awful :  people  walking 
through  this  diaos  of  pillars  feem  to  anfwer 
the  romantic  ideas  of  magic,  hachanted 
knights,  or  difcont^ted  wandering  ipirits. 

In  one  of  the  cupolas  hangs  the  tooth  of 
an  elephant;  which,  our  guide  told  us, 
had  f<»inerly  belonged  to  one  of  thofe  ani- 
mals, that  was  particularly  ufeful  in  carrying 
ftones,  and  other  materials  for  building  the 
iBftofijue* 

A  very  extraordinary  circuioAafiGe  at« 
tending  the  church,  which  we  have  been 
thrice  eye-^tnefies  of,  is,  that  when  tfce 
foundlings  given  out  to  parifh-nurfes  die, 
they  are  brought  into  the  cathedral,   and 

laid 
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laid  upoa  a  partkular  altar,  that  the  chaplain 

may  take  them  away  to  bury  them,     I  went 

up  to  the  firfk  I  faw,  miftaking  it  fcMr  a  votive 

lYaxcn  faint,  prepared  few:  fome  ceremony  j 

nor  was  i  undeceived  till  I  touched  the  poor* 

littlecieature.  Thefecondwaelaiddownwhile 

.  we  were  there,  and  had  all  the  fymptoms  of 

•  having  been  ftarved  to  death.    There  are  not 

lefs  than  five  hundred  children  loft  to  the 

population  of  Cordova  every  year  in  this 

manner,  by  neglect  or  ill  treatment. 

An  oflSlcer  took  u«  out  this  afternoon 
to  the  bifliop*s  country-houfe  down  the 
river.  The  late  prelate  was  very  fond  rf 
it,  and  had  made  it  a  pleafant,  comfortable 
retreat;  but  fince  his  death  it  is  become  very 
ruinous.  The  revenues  of  the  fee  amount 
to  three  thoufand  five  hundred  pounds  fter- 
ling  a  year.  As  the  bifhops  cannot  devifc 
by  will,  all  they  die  pofTeffed  of  efcheates 
to  the  king. 

The   fine   earthen  jars,   called  bwcaros^ 

which 
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which  are  made  in  Andalufia,  are  remarkably 
convenient  for  water  drinkers,  as  they  are 
light,  {knooth,  and  handy :  being  not  more 
than  half  baked,  they  are  very  porous,  and 
the  outfide  is  kept  moift  by  the  water's  filter-* 
ing  through :  though  placed  in  the  fun,  the 
water  in  the  pots  remains  as  cold  as  ice. 
The  moft  difagrceable  circumftance  attend- 
ing them  is,  that  they  emit  a  fmell  of  earth 
refrelhed  by  a  fudden  fhower  ,after  a  long 
drought, 

,  I  am  juft  informed  that  our  wheel  will 
require  another  day  to  be  refitted ;  which 
is  a  terrible  piece  of  news  indeed  this  rainy 
weather ;  for  every  day  the  roads  will  grow" 
worfe  and  worfe,  and  we  are  not  able  to 
ride  about  to  fee  the  environs.  Were  there 
fuch  a  thing  as  a  bookfeller  in  this  once 
learned  city,  I  would  buy  Seneca,  and  try 
what  confolation  his  philofophy  affords  in 
his  native  country. 

LET- 
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LETTER      XXXVI. 

Santa  Crui,  April  21,  1776. 
T  WRITE  this  from  the  Campo  de 
■*-  Montiel,  not  very  far  from  ^Lugaf 
de  cuyo  nombre  no  quiefo  acordafme  ;*  Have 
paffed  over  the  Sierra  Morena,  and  being 
now  fairly  entered  into  Don  Quixote's  own 
country,  cannot  refift  the  temptation  of 
beginning  a  letter,  let  the  end  of  it  be  writ- 
ten where  it  may  fo  happen. 

On  the  1 8th  we  made  our  departure  good 
from  Cordova:  but  proceeded  with  feaif 
and  trembling,  every  moment  peeping  out 
to  examine  the  ftate  of  our  wheels,  and,  at 
each  Unmerciful  jolt,  biting  our  lips,  and 
drawing  up  into  our  refpeftive  corners,  to 
prepare  for  an  overturn.  Time  gave  us 
courage,  and  the  anxiety  pafling  off  by  de- 
grees, we  ventured  to  look  out,  and  enjoy 

*  The  firft  words  in  Don  Quixote* 
VOL.  11,  G  the 
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the  fine  vale  of  the  Guadalquivir,  which 
runs  between  two  ridges  of  hills,  covered 
with  hanging  woods  and  olive  yards ;  feve- 
ral  clear  ftreams  traverfe  the  plain,  and  fall 
into  the  river*  The  ancient  raifed  road, 
be  it  Roman  or  Moorifh,  was  always  moft 
acceptable  to  us,  whenever  we  got  upon  it : 
for  it  is  a  fine  hard  gravel  above,  the  level  of 
dirt  and  water.  Every  brook  had  its  bridge, 
but  fcarce  one  in  twenty  now  remains. 

At  the  brldgq  of  Alcolea,  where  we  paffed 
to  the  fouth  of  the  river,  are  kept  the  king's 
ftallions.  One  or  two  of  them  are  noble 
horfes  j  but  an  Andalufian  breeder  values 
a  horfe  for  fuch  points  In  his  make,  as  would 
deter  an  EnglijQi  jockey  from  buying  him. 
The  former  requires  his  horfe  to  be  forward 
and  bulky  in  the  ftioulders,  with  his  forelegs 
far  back  under  his  belly,  an4  the  tail  fet  fo 
low,  as  always  £0  be  fqueezed  clofe  to  hid 
hams;  he  never  fufFers  him  to  lie  down^ 
but.  keeps  him  conftantly  on  a  clean  pave- 
ment 
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ment'  floping  from  the  tilanger,  with  hia 
forelegs  clofe  chained  to  the  ground.  You 
know  Cordova  ha^  long  been  famous  for 
its  bfeed  of  horfes,  but  it  feems  to  h6 
ftrangdy  fallen  off;  very  few  good  looking 
ones  ate  now  to  be  met  with.  A  gentlemaii 
of  that  city  aflured  us^  as  indeed  we  had 
heard  before,  that  the  breed  was  much  neg- 
lected, and  little  care  taken  to  preferve  it 
pure  and  genuine ;  the  king  having  given 
the  fuperintendence  of  his  ftud  to  a  ftranger^ 
a  foot  officer,  who  perhaps  never  rode  any 
thing  but  an  afs  or  a  mule  in  his  life.  Be- 
fore this  change,  the  employment  was  al- 
ways held  by  a  Gof  doVefe  nobleman,  who^ 
as  well  as  his  friends,  piqued  himfelf  upon 
breeding  and  exhibiting  the  choiceft  horfes 
ipoffible;  but  now  in  difguft,  they  havd 
entirely  laid  afide  all  thought  or  tafte  for 
that  purfuit,  arid  feem  quite  indifferent 
about  the  aniiaials  they  ride  or  drive* 

For  two  days  we  travelled  up  the  riven 
o  i  Th« 
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The  country  it  waters  is  very  rich  and  beau- 
tiful; the  plains  extending  far  and  near, 
charmingly  flreaked  with  rows  of  olive- 
trees;  towns  aiid  clftles  near  each  other 
along  the  banks;  the  northern  hills  darkened 
with  woods^  and  all  the  diftant  eminences 
to  the  fouth,  green  with  corn :  this  luxu- 
riance of  vegetation  and  fatnefs  of  foil, 
rendered  the  roads  abominably  deep;  our 
baggage  was  obliged  to  be  carried  upon 
mules  half  a  day  to  eafe  the  draught  of  the 
carriages.  The  cliffs  along  the  river-fide 
fwarmed  with  flocks  of  a  moft  elegant  bird, 
called  an  Ahejaruxa  or  Bee-eater :  we  fhot^ 
feveral  of  them,  and  longed  much  to  be 
able  to  preferve  them  in  their  feathers,  or 
to  have  time  and  opportunity  to  paint  them 
for  your  infpeftion,  as  I  am  certain  the  fight 
of  them  would  give  you  great  pleafure. 
They  are.  about  the  fize  of  a  blackbird; 
their  back  is  of  a  light  brown  colour,,  fhaded 
with  burnifhed  gold,  growing  more  deep 

and 
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and  ardent  towards  the  head,  ending  in  a 
pale  yellow,  mixed  with  a  greenifh  blue 
about  the  beak,  which  is  very  long,  black, 
fharp  and  ftraight  j  a  black  ftroke  runs  from 
the  beak  round  the  eye,  which  is  of  a 
bright  fcarlet  colour  j  the  throat  is  yellow ; 
the  breaft,  down  which  runs  a  narrow  black 
line,  is  of  a  fine  blue,  that  becomes  lighter 
along  the  belly  j  the  upper  part  of  the  tail 
is  azure,  the  under  brown ;  the  wings  of  a 
brownifh  yellow,  furrounded  with  a  blue 
flrripe,  tipped  with  black. 

At  Carpib  is  a  Moorifli  mill  or  engine, 
with  three  huge  wheels,  which  raifes  water 
to  a  great  height,  and  conveys  it  to  enrich 
a  large  trad  of  levelf  The  landfcape  near 
it  is  remarkably  pleafmg. 

At  Anduxar,  w?  took  pur  leave  of  the 
Roman  road,  and  of  the  river,  which  how- 
ever we  had  now  and  then  a  diftant  peep 
of  from  the  heights. 

Yefterday  we  entered  the  Sierra  Moreria, 
Q  3  a  chain 
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a  chain  of  mountains  that  divides  Caftille 
from  Andalufia  ;  rendered  famous  by  the 
wars  of  the  Chriftlans  and  Mahometans,  but 
perhaps  better  known  by  being  the  fcene 
where  the  immortal  Miguel  de  Cervantes 
has  placed  the  moft  entertaining  adventures 
of  his  hero,  As  we  were  near  the  eaftem 
extremity,  the  land,  though  very  high,  and 
commanding  a  vaft  profpedl  to  the  fouth, 
did  not  in  the  leaft  tefemble  a  ridge  of 
mountains,  fuch  as  the  AlpSj^  the  Pyreneans, 
or  many  others*  It  did  not  appear  much 
more  broken  and  elevated  than  many  parts 
of  England,  which  are  well  inhabited  an4 
cultivated. 

The  journey  was  very  agreeable  up  the 
courfe  of  the  Rio  de  las  Piedras,  a  clear 
roaring  torrent,  tumbling  over  a  bed  of 
rocks,  through  glens  of  beautiful  woods  : 
the  waftes  are  covered  with  a  profufe  variety 

of  flowering  fhrubs  j  particularly  ciftus  of 

many 
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ixiaiiy  forts^  among  whlclj  the  gam-ciftu$ 
ot  f  ock-rofe  fe  the  handfomeft  j  they  gather 
manna  froia  it  in  fpring,  by  beating  the 
bufiies  l^vith  fmall  twigs,  to  which  the 
vifcous  rabftance  of  the  plant  adheres.  Su-^ 
mach  alfo  grows  in  great  abundance  on  thefe 
hills ;  it  is  cut  down  in  Auguft,  the  leaves, 
flower,  and  ftalk,  are  all  pounded  together, 
md'  ufed  in  lieu  of  oak-bark  in  dreffing 
hides. 

We  now  entered  the  new  Colony  of  La 
Carolina^  and  its  dependencies,  planted  eight 
years  stgo  by  the  king,  in  a  very  extenfive 
trafl:  of  woody  mountainous  country. 
The  firft  fettlers  were  Germans  j  but  from 
eating  unwholefbme  herbs,  and  drinking  too 
imxch  wine  and  brandy^  above  half  of  them 
di^d,  and  now  the  inhabitants  are  the  mix- 
ture of  Germans,  French,  Savoyards,  Cata- 
lonians,  and  other  Spaniards.  The  reach 
of  land  in  cultivation,  and  full  of  hotifes 
ajjd  villages,  where  there  was  nothing  be- 
G  4  fore 
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fore  but  forefts,  the  retreats  of  banditti, 
extends  at  leaft  three  leagues  in  length,  and, 
I  believe,  very  little  lefs  in  breadth.  They 
talk  of  ten  thoufand  fanulies  being  already 
fettled  here ;.  but  I  do  not  fee  how  it  is 
poflible  there  can  be  any  thing  like  that 
number. 

La  Carolina,  the  capital  of  all  the  colo- 
nies,'flands  on  a  fine  hill  that  towers  over  the 
whole  fettlement,  and  indeed  over  moft  part 
of  the  provinces  of  Granada  and  Cordova. 
For  the  fake  of  thus  overlooking  the  reft  of 
the  plantations,  they  have  placed  it  in  a  fpot 
deficient  in  wood  and  water ;  and  reduced 
themfelves  to  the  neceflity  of  digging  an 
incredible  number  of  wells  for  the  purpofes 
of  drinking,  and  watering  their  gardens* 
The  whole  town  is  new  from  thQ  founda* 
tions,  for  there  was  not  a  cottage  there  eight 
years  ago  j  the  ftreetslare  ^de,  and  drawn 
in  flrait  lines,  but  the  ground  is  nor  fuiEci-p 
ently  levelled  ;  the  houfes  are  upon  an  uni^ 

formi 
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form  plan,  without  the  leaft  decoration  : 
the  church  fronts  the  principal  fouth  road  ; 
and  a  tower  placed  at  each  angle  marks  the 
extent  of  the  town,  which  is  to  be  an  exa£i: 
fquare :  the  market  place  and  another  fquare, 
are  very  fpacious  and  fhewy.  All  the  flat 
on  the  crown  of  the  hill  before  the  town 
is  Isdd  out  in  kitchen  gardens,  and  planted 
with  avenues  of  elms,  which  are  to  ferve 
hereafter  for  public  walks. 

I  never  faw  aJfcene  more  pleafmg  to  the 
eye,  or  more  fatisfaftory  to  the  mind  of 
(every  perfon  that  feels  himfelf  interefted  in 
the  welfare  of  his  fellow  creatures  :  his 
humanity  muft  exult  at  the  probability  ot 
their  lot  being  fo  much  ameliorated  :  for 
my  part  I  enjoyed  the  moft  agreeable  fenfa- 
tions  at  the  fight  of  this  abfolute  creation, 
this  new  world  rifen  out  of  the  very  heart 
of  defolation  and  folitude  ;  every  thing 
feems  fo  alive,  fo  green,  neat,  and  thriving ; 
in  a  word,  fo  unlike  the  reft  of  this  unaftivc 

kingdom^ 
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kingdom.  About  a  year  ago,  the  depart* 
ment  or  diftrid  of  the  town  of  La  Carolina, 
contained  near  eight  thoufand,  foub^  but  I 
was  not  able  to  obtain  any  exa€b  informa- 
tion of  the  extent  comprifed  under  that  de* 
nomination  :  three  hundred  Catalonian  ma- 
nufaAurers  came  to  fettle  here  in  the  courife 
of  laft  year :  cloth  and  otho:  manufaif^urei 
feem  to  go  on  brifkly ;  but  I  fear  thete  is 
an  inconilancy,  a  languor  in  the  purfuit  i!^ 
projefts,  inherent  in  the  very  eflence  of 
the  Spanifh  government,  that  will  greatly 
retard  the  further  progrefs  of  this  colony ; 
in  the  beginning  they  fpare  neither  pamA 
nor  expence  to  carry  on  a  fcheme,  as  may 
be  feen  here,  where  it  is  aflonifhing  to  be«^ 
hold  how  much  has  been  done  in  a  very 
ihort  fpace  of  time.  Our  matter  muleteer, 
who  had  never  been  here  fince  the.  Mique- 
lets  were  fent  to  fcpur  the  country^  and 
deftroy  the  gang  of  robbers  that  harboured 
hereabouts^  could  fcarce  believe  his  eyes^ 

and 
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and  did  ndthing  but  rai£b  fais  hands  to  hear 
ven  and  cfo&  him&lf^  as  if  he  had  got  ioyto 
a  land  of  witches.  It  was  no  fmali;  ea>- 
hancement  of  the  merit  of  the  place,  to  find 
an  excellent  inn  aip^d  good  dinner,  and  to 
regale  ourfelves  upon  excellent  cow's  milk 
^nd  butter,  to  which  we  had  been  long 
ftrangersj  for  though  they  have  cows  in 
many  parts  of  Spain,  they  feldom  milk 
them,  but  keep  them  for  breeding,  and 
fattening  in  their  old  days  for  flaughten^ 

Now  I  have  fhewn  you  the  fair  fide  of 
JLa  Carolina,  I  cannot,  as  a  juft  and  impar- 
tial  correfpondent,  avoid  informing  you  of 
the  vices  of  its  conftitution,  the  defefts  in 
gftabliihment  and  dirediion,  with  the  reafons 
I  have  for  fufpeding  it  will  fall  off  every 
year,  till  it  dwindles  away  to  a  petty  Spinifh 
town,  juft  kept  alive  by  the  monies  fpent 
at  the  inns  by  muleteers  and  paffengers. 

The  foreigners  complain,  with  what 
juftice  I  know  not,  of  not  having  been 

treated 
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treated  with  the  indulgence  and  tendemefe 
an  infant  colony  requires ;  if  any  of  them' 
expreffed  difcontent,  or  feemed  dcfirous  of 
returning  to  his  native  country,  he  was  in- 
fbtntly  fecured,  and  chaftifed  by  a  long  and 
fevere  imprifonment.  Many  families  were 
two  or  three  years  before  their  allotments 
were  made  out,  during  which  time  they 
wfere  obliged  to  work  gratis  for  the  other 
fettlers  ;  unmarried  people  were  allowed  no 
flikre  of  land,  but  employed  as  fervants  to 
the  reft ;  when  the  poor  Alfacians  or  Savoy- 
ards had  the  good  fortune  to  be  placed  upon  a 
rich  patch  of  foil,  and  had  brought  it  into  tole- 
rable condition,  they  were  frequently  oufted 
by  the  governor,  their  habitation  transferred  to 
a  Spanifh  family,  and  themfelves  fent  to  im- 
prove a  more  bleakand  barren  partof  thehills. 
The  king  gives  all  new  comers  one  year's 
feed  com,  two  cows,  ten  goats,  fome  imple- 
ments of  hulbandry,  and  fome  houfhold  ftuff, 
,which  is  generally  infinitely  worfe  than  his 

majefty 
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majefty  intends  it  fhould  be:  he  pays  them  a 
ftipendfortheir  maintenance  forthe  firft  three 
years.  Some  few  foreigners,  having  numerous 
families  grown  up,  thrive  and  improve  in 
their  circiimftances,  but  the  reft  will  in  all 
probability  leave  the  country  as  fopu  as 
the  time  of  their  contra<a  expires,  provided 
they  be  allowed  to  remove.  The  Spaniards 
have  gradually  got  poffeflion  of  the  beft 
plantations,  and  the  town  of  Carolina  has 
fcarce  any  other  inhabitants.  The  worft  of 
all  is,  that  there  feems  to  be  no  outlet  from 
this  fettlement,  in  cafe  dieir  manufa^ures 
fhould  arrive  at  any  degree  of  perfection,  for 
it  is  on  every  fide  extremely  remote  from  the 
fea,  and  many  days  journey  by  land  from 
the  great  cities  of  Spain,  where  the  con- 
fumption  of  their  commodities  might  be  ex- 
pe£ted  to  turn  to  any  confiderab^ie  account, 
A  little  north  of  Carolina,  we  pafled 
through  a  new  village  called  L?is  Navas  de 
a  Tolofa, 
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Toioia,  from  the  old  n^tme  of  the  defile  in 
the  neighbouring  mountains  where,  in 
1212,  Alfonfo  the  Ninth,  king  of  Caftille, 
Peter  the  Second,  of  Aragon,  and  Sancho 
the  Seventh  of  Navarre,  with  their  joint 
farces,  attacked  and  cut  to  pieces  the  .army 
of  Mahomet,  king  of  Morocco.  Hiftorians 
gravdy  tell  us,  that  there  fell  no  lefs  than 
two  ihundred  thoufand  Moors,  more  than 
half  their  army,  with  the  k>fs  of  only 
twenty-4ive  Chriftians.  In  a  letter  faid  to 
have  b<*en  written  by  Alfonfo  to  the  Pope, 
this  lift  of  the  flain  is  given.  I  always  thought 
it  a  moil  extraordinary  ftory,  but  now  that 
I  have  leen  the  field  of  battle,  I  look  upon 
It  to  be  £  uU  as  wonderful  how  three  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  Moors^  without  reckoning 
the  Spaniili  forces,  could  contrive  to  fqueeze 
themfelves  into  fuch  a  heap  of  mtuntaina^ 
jumbled  tojjether,  where  you  could  not  find 

twenty 
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twenty  yards  of  level  ground  for  fome  miles 
round  the  fpot  * 

The  evening  was  very  fine,  and  the  hills 
fteqp,  which  induced  us  to  walk  moft  part 
of  the  way.  Having  got  a  good  diflance 
before  the  carriages,  among  fome  woody 
dells,  we  began  to  be  in  great  hopes  and 
conllant  expedation  of  fome  Cardenio  or 
Dorothea  bolting  out  upon  us.  While  wc 
were  amufing  ourfelves  with  fuch  Quixotic 
reveries,  the  found  of  a  guitar  fuddenly 
ftruck  our  ears.  At  a  turn  of  the  road,  clofe 
by  the  fide  of  a  fweet  murmuring  ferook, 
we  riiet  with  about  ia  dozen  well  dreffed 
men,  and  as  many  fmart,  handfome  dam- 
fels,  dancing  upon  a  platform  of  large  level 
ftones.  The  females  that  were  not  bufy 
dancing,   were  fpated  under  fine  hanging 

*  Many  learned  m^n,  fome  of  thetn  Spaniards^ 

doubt  whether  ever  fuch  a  battle  was  fought  on  this 

fpot.  It  is  the  ground- work  on  which  the  Vpto  deSant 

lago,  and  the  frauds  of  Medina  Conde  are  founded. 

a  woods^ 
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woods,  on  a  natural  amphitheatre  of  rocks* 
The  principal  men  came  rcry  politely  up 
to  us,  and  invited  us  to  partake  of  their 
fport,  while  a  very  pretty  girl  prefented  us 
with  fweetmeats  and  fugar-plums.  A  jolly 
friar  feemed  to  do  the  honours  of  ^sfete 
cbampetre^  and  to  have  the  privilege  of 
throwing  his  handkerchief  at  which  of  the 
fultanas  he  pleafed ;  for  they  all  courted  his 
fmiles  and  careffes.  We  ftayed  fome  time 
with  this  merry  crew,  who  danced  feveral 
feguidillas,  and  fang  feveral  fongs  at  our 
requefl:.  They  preffed  us  much  to  go  back 
up  the  hill,  and  pafs  the  night  with  them  at 
the  houfe  they  belonged  to,  where  they 
intended  to  be  very  frolicfome :  but  as  it 
began  to  rain,  we  declined  the  kind  offer, 
and  parted  with  our  new  friends,  whofe 
muficand  jovial  fhouts  we  had  the  pleafurc 
to  hear  re-echoed  by  the  rocks,  almoft  during 
our  whole  walk  up  to  our  inn  at  Miranda. 
This  morning  the  heavieft  of  our  trunks. 

being 
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being  put  upon  mules,  to  lighten  the  chaifes^ 
we  crofled  the  Sierra  Mdrena,  at  the  pafs 
calkd  El  Puerto  del  Rey.  The  road  is  far 
from  bad,  though  fteep  ;  but  the  mountain 
is  as  dreary  and  difagreeable  as  any  thing 
can  well  be.  The  heavy  rain  did  not  render 
us  more  indulgent  to  its  ill-favoured  afped* 
In  Cervantes*  days,  there  were  perhaps 
noble  woods  to  cover  all  this  nakednefs,  as 
here  and  there  fome  venerable  pines  and 
chefnut-trees  remain  fad  monuments  of  an- 
cient forefts. 

All  the  Mancha  before  us  feems  to  be  a 
bare  cotn-country,  ugly  and  tedious  beyond 
^xpreflion.  For  my  part,  unlefs  it  be  to  look 
out  at  a  venta,  Or  peep  about  for  an  adven- 
ture at  the  meeting  of  the  crofs-roads,  I 
intend  (leeping  all  the  way  to  Madrid. 


VOL.  II.  H  L  E  T- 
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LETTER     XXXVII. 

Madrid,  April  27,  1776- 

WE  perceived  a  very  fevere  alteration 
in  the  climate  as  foon  as  we  de- 
fcended  the  Sierra  Morena,  and  entered  the 
Mancha :  from  the  beginning  of  fummer 
♦  we  were  in  a  manner  thrown  back  to  the 
laft  months  of  winter.  In  Andalufia,  the 
vines  were  all  in  leaf,  and  their  fruit  fet  j 
the  flowers  of  the  fhrubs  falling  off  to  make 
way  for  the  feed.  On  the  northern  fide  of 
the  mountains  fcarce  a  frefh  leaf  was  to  be^ 
feen^  or  a  bud  in  the  vineyards ;  the  poor 
ffarved  buflies,  with  juft  a  flower  or  two 
blown;  the  weather  cold  and  raw;  in  a 
word,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive  fo  fudden 
and  fo  thorough  a  change  of  feafons  as  that 
which  we  experienced  in  this  journey. 
The  Mancha  is  an  imjnenfe  plain,  inter- 
fered 
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iefted  by  different  ridges  of  low  hills  kt^ 
rocks :  not  an  inclofure  of  any  kind,  txoept 
mud-wails  about  the  villages :   and  really  I 
can  almoft  fay,  there  is  not  a  tree  to  be  feen 
from  the  Sierra  Morenato  Toledo,  nor  from 
the  banks  of  the  Tagus  to  Madrid :  a  feW 
dwarfHh  evergreen  oaks,  huddled  together 
in  nooks  of  hills,  and  fome  ftumpy  dive 
pfcmts,  fcarcc  defervc  the  name  of  trees. 
All  this  vaff  traCt  of  open  cx>untry  is  culti- 
vated in  corn  or  vines :  there  cannot  be  ittt 
tiglier.     The  villages  are  large  j  few  or  no 
fotgle  hottfes ;  ^tnd  not  a  wnta  that  I  eould 
fix  upon  for  the  feene  of  any  adion  in  Don 
Quixote.     We  ky  at  Puertolapiche,  a  fmaM 
vafege  mentioned  by  Cervantes ;  but  I  thixik 
fee  omits  tellmg  us  what  •  adventure  was  at*- 
chieved  there.     In  fliort,  with  all  the  helps 
of  imagination,   and  reading  the  book  all 
the  way^  the  country  did  not  raife  one 
agreeable  idea,    nor  tempt,  me  to  take  a 
6ngl«  &€tch  of  any  part  of  it.  Tbc  houfes 
H  2  arc 
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arc  built  with  mud  and  gravel-  The  wcv 
men  cover  their  heads  with  coloured  hand- 
kerchiefs, and  their  necks  with  laced  pala- 
tines. 

Val  de  Peiias  produces  a  very  pleafant  red 
wine,  the  moft  drinkable,  for  common  ufe, 
of  any  in  Spain.  The  proviiion  of  wine 
for  the  king  is  kept  in  hogfheads ;  the  re- 
mainder of  the  vintage  in  (kins.  The  beft 
wine  fells  at  the  rate  of  twenty  reals  the 
arroba« 

The  badnefs  of  the  weather  hindered  us 
from  riding  a  few  miles  out  of  the  road  to 
vifit  Los  Ojos  dela  Guadiana^  where  that 
river,  after  running  eight  leagues  under 
groundi  rifes  up  to  day,  and  thence  takes 
its  courfe  towards  Eftramadura.  We  paffed 
over  theiubterraneous  river  at  the  Venta  de 
Quefada,  where  the  well  in  the  yard  com- 
municates with  it.  Straw,  or  any  kind  of 
light  fluff,  dropped  into  the  well,  is  hurried 
away  with  fuch  rapidity  by  the  ftream,  that 

ypu 
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you  will  not  bring  up  a  fmgle  ftraw, 
though  you  let  down  the  bucket  almoft  in- 
ftantaneoufly.  The  incurious  Spaniards  have 
made  fo  few  experiments  upon  this  phaeno- 
menon,  that  we  could  procure  no  further 
intelligence  on  this  head.  The  Manchegos 
have  a  pretty  fong  about  thefe  eyes  of  the 
Guadiana,  which,  however,  they  declare 
to  be  much  Icfs  wonderful  than  thofe  of 
their  miftrefs.  At  Confuegra,  a  moft  beau- 
tiful gipfy  girl,  with  the  fweeteft  eyes  in 
the  world,  fung  it  to  us,  and  danced  fegui- 
dillas  to  the  tune  with  admirable  agility 
and  expreffion.  She  was  quite  Preciofa  the 
little  gipfy ^  with  her  foft  voice  and  affeded 
lifp.  It  is  a  pity  her  beauty  was  much 
itmoaired  by  her  mode  of  drefling,  which 
ga^  her  a  moft  prominent  belly,  a  defed 
few  Spanifli  women  are  free  from,  and  a 
flat  low  breaft,  which  they  efteem  a  great 
pjerfe^ion  in  a  lady's  fhape. 

H  3  Toledo 
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Toledo  is  the  ftrangeft  ckj  joa  can 
imag^  in  poiat  of  fitutffon ;  fomcfhing 
11^  Durham,  or  Richmond  in  YcnrkihiiCy 
bitt  noc  equal  to  eithor  in  beamty^  as  it  is 

totally  bare  c^  wood 

The  Tagus,  after  winding  at  large  throi^h 
a  fine  plain,  wluch  a  little  more  wood  would 
render  very  agrceaUe  to  the  eye,  comes  2t 
lail  to  be  wedged  in  between  two  ramparts 
of  high  fteep  rocks :  the  ptffage  is  very  nar* 
row,  and  before  the  rirer  gets  out  again 
into  a  broad  bed  and  open  ground,  it  al* 
moft  returns  to  the  place  where  it  entered 
^  the  defile.  On  this  rocky  peninfuk  ftands 
the  city,  exceedingly  ill  built,  poor,  and 
^  ugly.  The  ftreets  are  £q  fteep,  that  no 
(branger  in  hisfober  fences  would  ventuore  i^ 
or  down  them  in  a  carriage. 

The  Aka^ar,  or  ancient  palace^  which 
was  burnt  down  by  the  alKed  army  m.the 
beginning  of  the  ceoAiiry,  is  placed  on  the 
highcft  point  of  alL     It  is  a  noble  extenfive 

'     building, 
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buUdtng^  and  has  juft  undergone  a  thorough 
repair,  at  the  expence  of  the  archbiihop, 
who  has  fortunately  taken  a  tuiti  towards 
employing  fome  portion  of  bis  great  reve^ 
nues  in  works  of  pubKc  utility,  fuch  as  this 
pftlaee^  i  new  road  to  Aranjuez,,  and  a 
ftfeet  in  the  towii.*     It  is  fuppofed  that  the 

♦  The  fee  of  Toledo  is  faid  to  be  worth  four  hun- 
dred thoufand  ducats  a  year ;  but  there  are  large  de« 
dttdlrons  tor  be  ifiade.  Befides  the  proportion  the  infant 
Don  Lewis  tectives,  and  penfions  to  illktent  people, 
it  pays  anriually  fifteen  thdtt&nd  ducats  to  the  niohks  of 
the  Efcurialj  notwithftanding  Philip  the  Second  grant- 
ed  to.  them  "no  lefs  than  thirty  villages  in  their  neigh- 
bourhood. The  Spanifh  court  finds  many  ways  of 
leflening  the  revenues  of  the  church,  by  penfions,  do- 
naticms  to  ho^als,  charitable  foundations,  and  pre- 
miums to  the  focietietof  agriculture.  Th^re  is  not  z 
hUhaprick  in  the  kingdom  but  has  fomebody  or  other 
quartered  upon  it  5  and  I  believe  the  fecond-rate  bene-t 
fices  are  in  the  fame  predicanient.  .Out  of  the  rich 
canonries  and  prebends]  are  taken  the  penfions  of  the 
new  order  of  knights  of  Carlos  tcrccro. 

R  4  Alcazar 


I. 


120      TRAVELS    THROUGH   SPAIN. 

Alcazar  will  be  converted  into  an  hofpital  or 
orphan-houfe.  The  architefture  is  chafte 
and  unaffeded;  the  inner  court  is  very- 
grand  ;  its  colonnade  of  granite  columns, 
of  the  Corinthian  order,  makes  a  noble  ap- 
pearance ;  the  chapel  is  lofty  and  narrow, 
which  renders  it  convenient  to  attend  di- 
vine fervice,  as  there  is  a  balcony  in  each 
ftory  of  the  houfe  that  leads  into  it 
The  ftables  are  under  the  kitchens  and  of^- 
fices,  and  are  large  enough  to  contain  a  very 
confiderable  number  of  horfes.  The  garret 
ftpry  is  one  open  gallery  for  playing  in, 
above  eighty  yards  in  length*  In  the  middle 
ftories  are  feveral  large  halls,  the  moft  fpaciT 
ous  of  which  m^afures  ^bout  one  hundred 
and  fixty  feet. by  thirty-fix. 

The  cathedral  has  nothing  particularly 
beautiful  on  the  outfide  above  the  common 
run  of  Gothi?  churches ;  it  is  not  to  be 
compared  with  many  we  have  in  England^ 
The  ft^eple  is  in  the  ugly  ftyle  of  the  Fie-? 
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mifli  and  German  fpires,  a  heap  of  blue 
turrets  piled  one  upon  another.  The  in- 
fide  is  well  lighted  and  cheerful,  neither 
heavy,  nor  confufed  with  too  many  orna-^ 
ments :  the  decorations  added  of  late  years 
are  not  in  the  beft  of  taftes,  but  in  rich- 
nefs  of  gilding  without  a  competitor.  The 
wealth  of  the  archbifhop  and  cnapter  dil- 
plays  itfelf  in  the  profufion  of  gold  laviflied 
on  the-  walls ;  they  have  gilded  the  iron 
rails,  the  Gothic  arches,  and  even  drawn 
lines  of  gold  to  mark  the  joints  of  the 
ftones  with  which  the  pillars  of  the  choir 
are  built. 

The  group  of  angels,  called  El  tranjpa* 
rente ^  which  is  fixed  behind  the  choir, 
and  efteemed  by  the  Toledans  the  glory  of 
their  church,  is  ?it  beft  but  a  clumfy,  ill- 
defigned  monument,  rematkable  for  nothing 
.but  the  finenefs  of  the  marble  and  other 
inaterials, 

One 
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One  of  the  grealeft  vexations  a  curious 
peifon  experiences  in  travellmg  through 
Sptit^  is  the  icarcky,  the  non-exiftence  6f 
tokrabk  Ckereni\  tbo&  you  meet  with  arc 
genially  cobfers^  who  throw  a  brown  cloak 
OTer  their  ragged  apjmrel^  and  c(»du£k  you 
to  a  church  or  two,  where  they  canniA  give 
you  the  leaft  fatisfadofy  information  con* 
cerning  its  antiquities  or  curiofities.  This 
is  literaUy  the  cafe  at  Tdedo  :  but  to  make 
amends,  they  lead  you  to  a  hole  in  a  pillar, 
where  the  hoft  was  hidden  all  the  time  that 
the  Saracens  were  in  poffeffion  of  the  city, 
though  the  whole  fabric  has  been  built  from 
the  ground  fmcc  the  ^pulfiom  of  the  Moors; 
for  Saint  Ferdinand  laid  the  firft  ftone  of 
the  pi^ent  church  in  1 2  26^  They  alfo  fhew 
you  the  fbone  on  which  the  Virgin  Mary 
ftood,  when  ihjg  came  to  pay  a  vifit  toSaidt 
Ildephonfus^  and  which  is  worn  through  by 
the  fingers  of  the  pilgrims.  Alk  thtefii  any 
thing  about  the  Mofarabic  chapel,  and  what 

is 
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is  doiic  there,  ^they  will  tell  you,  08  Aey 
did  us,  that  maf$  is  faid  there  in  Greek. 
That  you  may  not  accufe  me  of  being  aa 
barren  of  infixudion  as  our  condudosB,  I 
fhall  put  together  the  chief  points  whereia 
the  *  Mofarabic  rite  differs  from  that  of  the 
Roman  miflal.  The  former  liturgy  was 
conftantly  ufed  by  the  church  of  Spain^ 
down  to  the  pontificate  of  Gregory  the 
Seventh,  in  the  eleventh  century:  it  had 
been  confirmed  by  feveral  Spanifh  councils^ 
commented  upon  and  illuftrated  by  Saint 
Ifidore  of  Seville :  but  the  policy  of  the 
court  of  Rome,  and  its  influence  over  the 
mind  of  Alphonfus  the  Sixth,  who  had 
lately  conquered  Toledo,  overcame  tht  ob*- 
ftixiate  attachment  of  the  Spamflb  clergy* 
Notwithftanding  theprowefspf  the  Mof*- 

The  Mofarabic  rite  is  fo  called  from  its  having  been 
obferved  by  the  Chriftians  that  remained  in  the. 
provinces  conquered  by  the  Arabians. 

rabic 
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rabic  champion,  who  came  off  vi£torious 
in  the  fight  (for  it  was  agreed  to  try  the 
merits  of  the  two  liturgies  by  fingle  com- 
bat) notwithftanding  the  flames  were  not 
more  indulgent  to  the  Roman  than  to  the 
Gothic  ritual,  when,  in  hopes  of  a  decifive 
miracle,  the  two  books  were  thrown  into 
the  fire  before  the  king,   notwithftanding 
the  clamours  raifed  by  the  natives,  the  an* 
cieiit  rite  was  abrogated  in  the  greater  part 
of  the  kingdom.     It  fubfifted  in  fix  pariflies 
of  Toledo  as  late  as  the  fifteenth  century, 
but  is  now  reftrained  to  the  fingle  chapel  of 
Saint '  Euftatia,    in   the   cathedral,    where 
Cardinal  Ximenes,  unwilling  that  his  church 
flioufd  lofe  all  remembrance  of  its  ancient 
forms,  made  a  foundation  for  thirteen  priefts 
'and  three  clerks,  who  officiate  every  morUf* 
ing  according  to  the  Mofarabic  manner, 
■   In  eflkitials  this  ritual  agrees   perfedly 
with  Rome,   but  in  many  outward  fornis 
differs  widely,     I   fufped  it  varied  much 

more 
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more  in  its  original  ftate  j  for  it  is  hardly 
credible  the  difpute  could  have  been  fo  obfti- 
nately  maintained  for  fuch  trifling  deviations 
as  what  now  fubfift.  But  indeed  that  would 
not  amount  to  an  undeniable  proof;  we 
know  that  the  church  has  always  looked 
upon  the  refiftance  to  its  authority  to  be  of 
more  confequence  than  the  diflference  in 
outward  ceremonies. 

The  prayers  before  mafs  are  not  the  fame; 
nor  always  the  fame  portions  of  fcripture 
read  on  the  fame  feflivals.  In  the  Roman 
miflfal  are  two  leflTons,  one  from  the  Old 
Teftament  or  the  Epiflles,  and  one  from  the 
Gofpels:  the  Mofarabic  gives  three,  one 
from  the  Old  Teftament,  another  from  the 
Epiftles,  and  a  third  from  the  Gofpels. 
The  Romans  fay  the  creed  before  the  offer- 
tory, the  others  after  the  confecration. 

Toledo  has  lain  in  the  route  of  moft  of 
thofe  travellers  that  have  written  on  Spain ; 
and  in  them  you  will  find  ample  accounts  of 

,    every 
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every  thing  remarkable.     As  I  hate  repe- 
titions, and  would   willingly   avoid  them 
whenever  k  is  poffible,  give  me  leave  to  refer 
you  to  the  works  of  thofe  gentlemert.    One 
circumflance  only  I  cannot  refufe  myfelf  the 
(atisfadtion  of  acquainting  you  with,  though 
I  make  no  doubt  but  it  is  an  anecdote  to  be 
met  with  in  twenty  books  of  travels.     In 
the   convent   of   St.  Francis,   founded   by 
Perdinand  and  Ifabella,  the  firft  novice  re- 
ceived was  Ximenes,  who,  in  the  courfe  of 
the  fame  reign,  rofe  to  be  cardinal,  arch- 
bifhop  of  Toledo,    and  prime  miniftcr  of 
Spain.     His  hiftory,  as  well  as  that  of  Don 
Juan  de  Padilla,   have  lately  acquired  re- 
doubled luftre  from  the  pen  of  Dr.  Robert- 
fon ;  in  whofe  admirable  life  of  Charles  the 
Fifth  is  to  be  found  every  neceffary  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  revolt  of  Toledo* 

From  the  axKuent  capital  of  New  Cafiille 

to  within  half  a  league  of  Madrid,  the 

,  prefent  feat  of  government,  the  roads  are 

4       ,  « 
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as  bad  as  ia  any  part  of  the  kingdom,  and 
the  country  extremely  ugly.  ^  I  do  not 
imagine  the  moft  pitiful  city  in  the  penin- 
fula  can  make  a  more  defpicable  figure  than 
this  metropolis  of  all  the  Spains  does  from 
the  oppofite  hills,  as  you  approach  it  on 
the  fouth  fide  ;  neither  tree,  villa,  nor  gar- 
den, until  you  arrive  at  the  avenues  of  the 
'  town ;  the  corn-fields  run  up  clofe  to  the 
houfes ;  in  fhort,  the  whole  landfcape  round 
you  is  the  bareft  and  moft  melancholy  I  ever 
beheld  ;  but  as  foon  as  the  trees  of  the  walks 
fhut  out  the  profpeft  of  the  neighbouring 
country,  the  appearance  of  Madrid  is  grand 
and  lively;  noble  ftreets,  good  houfes^  and 
excellent  pavement,  as  clean  as  it  once  was 
dirty. 

The  court  is  abfent  from  Madrid,  fo  that 
our  ftay  here  will  be  no  longer  than  will  be 
fuflicient  to  reft  durfelves,  and  get  out 
things  "put  in  order  for  our  appearance  at 
Aranjuez. 

LET- 
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LETTER       XXXVm. 

Aranjuez,  May  3d,  I776« 

THIS  place  is  twenty-feven  miles  from 
Madrid;  the  road  to  it  extremely 
fine ;  but  the  trees  planted  on  each  fide  are 
as  yet  too  young  to  fhut  out  the  abominable 
country  it  paffes  through.  The  prefent 
king  made  it  at  the  vaft  expence  of  one  hun- 
dred and  thirty  thoufand  pounds  fterling. 
The  new  bridge  over  the  Xarama,  at  the  de- 
fcent  into  the  plain,  is  very  long  and  grand. 
Aranjuez  has  great  beauties,  and  would 
pleafe  you  much ;  for  here  are  numberlefs 
avenues  of  aged  elms  on  a  perfedt  level; 
green  banks  to  reft  upon,  near  a  fine  me- 
andring  river ;  fountains  and  fhady  groves; 
plenty  of  milk  and  butter,  and  vegetables  in 
great  perfedion. 

The 
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The  fituation  of  this  place  renders,  it  one 
of  the  moft  agreeable  refidences  I  know  be- 
longing to  a  fovereign  prince.  It  ftands  in 
a  very  large  plain,  furrounded  with  bare 
hills,  which,  tobefure,  are  exceffivelyugly; 
but  they  feldom  appear,  being  vei'y  well 
hidden  by  the  noble  rows  of  trees  that  ex-, 
tend  acrofs  the  flat  in  every  diredion.  The 
compartments  between  the  avenues  are 
railed  off,  and  laid  down  in  pafture  and 
iheadow,  for*  the  fupply  of  the  large  dairy 
of  cows  eftabliflied  here  by  the  prefent 
king.*  That  part  of  the  vale  which  ftretches 
out  tQwards  the  eaft  is  left  in  a  ruder  ftate, 
and,  except  fome  few  fields  of  com,  is  moflly 
foreft-land,  through  which  the  Tagus  winds 
in  a  deep  fliady  bed.  The  walks  and  rides 
along  the  banks,  through  the  venerable 
groves,  and  under  the  majeftic  elms  that 
oyerhang  the  roads,  are  luxuries  unknown  to 

^  Thefe  cows  were  brought  in  carts  frdm  Holland. 
VOL.  !!•  I  tl\C 
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the  reft  of  SpaUu  The  beauties  of  the 
icosLory  ire  enhanced  by  the  flocks  of  m$:pj^ 
toioored  birds  tktt  flutter  and  ilng  on  ihw 
boughs,  by  the  herds  of  deer,  whidi  aoiount 
to  no  le&  than  feven  thoufai!id  head,  wl^  by 
die  droret  o£  buffaloes,  fheep,  cows,  aod 
brood  mares,  that  watuler  uocootroied 
through  all  thefe  woods.  The  wild  bpsu:^ 
are  frequently  feen  in  the  evenings  in  the 
ibreets  of  the  town. 

Jh^  fineH  avenue,  called  the  Calk  ikk 
ReyM^  is  three  miles  long,  quite  ftr^ught 
firom  the  palace  gate,  croifing  the  Ts^gui 
twice  before  it  lofes  itfelf  in  the  thickets^ 
where  fome  noble  fpreading  elms  and  weep*< 
ing  poplars  hang  beautifully  over  the  deq^ 
itill  pool  Near  this  road  is  a  flower  garr 
den  for  fpring,  laid  oiit  with  great  tafte  by 
Mr.  Wall  during  his  miniftry.  ^  The  gay 
variety  of  flowers  at  this  time  of  year  ia 
particularly  pleafmg  to  the  eye  j  but  its 
beauty  foon  fades  on  the  approach  of  fum- 

mer. 
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men     As  the  weather  grows  hot,  the  com- 
pany that  choofes  to  walk  retires  to  a  gar- 
den in  an  ifland  of  the  Tagus^  on  the  north 
fide  of  the  palace.     This  is  an  heavenly 
jplace,   cut  into  various  walks  and  eirculajf 
lawns,  which  in  their  primitive  ftate  may 
have  been  very  ftiff  and  formal ;  but  in  the 
courfe   of   a  century,    Nature    has    obli^ 
terated  the  regular  forms  of  art;  the  t^ees 
have  fwelled  out  beyond  the  line  traced  for 
them,  and  deftroyed  the  enfilade,  by  ad- 
vancing into   the  walks,  or  retiring  from 
them.     The  fweet  flowering  fhrubs,  inftead 
of  being  clipped  and  kept  down,  have  been 
allowed  to  flioot  up  into  trees,  and  hang 
over  the  ftatues  and  fountains, they  were  ori- 
ginally meant  to  ferve  as  humble  fences  to. 
The  jet-d'eaus  dafh  up  among  the  trees,  and 
add  frefli  verdure  to  the  leaves.     The  ter- 
races and  baluftrades  built  along  the  river, 
are  now  overgrown  with  roles,  and  otljpr 
luxuriant  buflxes,   hanging  down  into  the 
I  %  flream. 
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ftream,  which  is  darkened  by  the  large  trees 
growing  on  the  oppofite  banks.  Many  of 
the  ftatues,  groupes,  and  fountains,  are 
handfome,  fome  mafterly,  the  works  of 
Algardi :  all  are  placed  in  charming  points 
of  view,  either  in  open  circular  fpots,  at  a 
diftance  from  the  trees,  or  elfe  in  gloomy 
3ibours,  and  retired  angles  of  the  wood. 

The  weft  front  of  the  palace  is  handfome: 
two  new  wings,  which  arc  to  be  brought 
but  from  the  main  body,  vdll  increafe  its 
bulk,  but,  I  am  afraid,  will  not  add  much 
to  its  beauty.  The  firft  part  of  the  build* 
ing  was  ereded  by  Philip  the  Second,  who 
purchafed  the  eftate,  planted  many  of  the 
avenues,  and,  in  order  to  extend  his  chace, 
or  to  indulge  his  Iplenetic  difpofition,  had 
all  the  vines  that  grew  on  the  hills  rooted 
up.  By  that  means  he  drove  away  the 
inhabitants,  and  rendered  the  environs  of 
his^  villa  a  perfect  defert.     Thefe  hills  are 

foU 
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full  of  fprings,  that  throw  up  large  quan- 
tities of  a  ftrong  purgative  fait. 

The  apartments  are  good,  but  contain 
no  great  number  of  paintings  or  ftatues. 
There  is  an  Annunciation  in  the  chapel, 
by  Titian,  and  Mengs  has  painted  fome 
holy  fubje^s  in  the  bed-chambers,  and 
an  allegorical  piece  of  Time  and  Plea- 
fure,  in  the  ceiling  of  the  theatre.  In  a 
Francifcan  church  lately  finifhed,  the  pic- 
ture of  San  Pafqual,  by  the  fame  hand,  is 
piuch  admired. 

The  town  or  village  formerly  confifted  of 
the  palace,  its  oflSces,  and  a  few  miferable. 
huts,  where  the  ^mbafladors,  and  the  at- 
tendants of  the  court,  endeavoiured  to  lodge 
themfelves,  as  well  as  they  could,  but  always 
very  uncomfortably ;  many  of  the  habita- 
tions were  vaults  half  under  ground.  What 
determined  the  king  to  build  a  new  town, 
and  to  embellifh  the  environs,  was  an  acci- 
dent that  happened  at  the  nuncio's;  a  coach 
I  3  brokci 
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broke  through  the  ceifing  of  his  diningHroom^ 
and  fell  in  upon  the  table.  The  court  then 
began  to  apply  very  coniiderable  fums  to 
the  porpofe  of  ere£ting  proper  dwellings^ 
for  the  great  number  of  perfons  that  flock  to 
the  place  where  the  fovereign  refides ;  near 
ten  thoufand  are  fuppofed  to  live  here  two  or 
three  months  in  fpringj  the  king  keeps 
one  hundred  and  fifteen  fets  of  mules^  which 
require  a  le^on  of  men  to  take  care  of 
them.  Half  a  million  fterling  has  been  laid 
out  at  Aranjuez,  fmce  the  year  1 763  ;  and 
it  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  wonders  have 
been  performed;  feveral  fine  ftreets  drawn  in 
ftrait  lines  with  broad  pavements,  a  double 
row  of  trees  before  the  houfes,  and  a  very 
noble  road  in  the  middle ;  commodious 
hotels  for  the  minifters  and  embafladorsj 
great  fquares,  markets,  churches,  a  theatre, 
and  an  amphitheatre  for  bull  feafts,  have 
been  raifed  from  the  ground.  Neatnefs  and 
convenience  have  been  more  fhidied  and 

fought 
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iou^t  £oT  than  ihew  in  the  archite^urey 
but  altogether  the  place  has  fooxething  truly 
magnificent  in  the  coup-d'ceil. 

This  afternoon  we  had  a  Yery  pretty  en- 
tartakiment  on  the  riven  The  prince  of 
Afturias^  an4  his  attendants^  embarked  in 
a  galley  richly  decorated^  pifeceded  and  fol- 
lowed by  other  (mailer  bar ges^  adorned  in  a 
leis  fplendidy  though  ftill  a  V4!ry  gay  massh 
nerf  They  rowed  from  bis  banquetting'^ 
houie  up  into  the  woods,  where  the  meaBr 
drings  of  the  river  are  eitceedingly  beauti-^ 
iuly  forming  fine  fweeps  and  reaches  with 
green  bank^^  fhaded  by  aged  tre^sthat  hang 
in  various  chimpd  over  the  ftfcam.  Crowds 
of  koUday^b&Sy  in  their  beft  appard^  Uned 
both  fides  of  the  Tdgus,  and  w«fe  no  fmaft 
addition  to  tht  rural  (hew. 

The  pkafures  of  Aranjuez  are  walking  or 

riding  in  che  morning,    goiag  to  court, 

dining  at  fome  of  the  open  tables  kept  by 

the  great  officers  of  ftate,  a  game  at  cards, 

14  a  drive 
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a  drive  along  the  avenue,  and  the  Italian 
opera.  The  minifters  are  quite  eafy  in  their 
behaviour,  and  their  houfes  free  from  cere- 
mony and  reftraint ;  that  of  the  prime 
minifter,  the  Marquis  Grimaldi,  is  fuper- 
latively  fo :  he  keeps  an  open  houfe,  where 
we  are  always  fure  of  meeting  with  a  nume- 
rous company,  cards,  and  converfation ;  the 
matter  of  it  is  always  glad  to  fee  us,  and 
ihew  us  every  civility  the  place  admits 
of:  I  am  afraid  we  do  not  attend  as  much 
perhaps  as  we  are  in  gratitude  bound ;  for 
there  are  fo  many  temptations  at  our  own 
embaffador's,  that  it  is  with  difficulty  we 
can  bring,  ourfelves  to  facrifice  the  pleafures 
^  we  find  at  his  houfe  to  the  duties  impofed 
upon  us  by  fociety.  The  eafy  franknefs, 
affability,  and  friendfhip,  with  which  Lord 
Grantham  treats  us,  make  us  loath  to  wafte 
elfewhfere  the  hours  we  can  pafs  fo  agree- 
ably under  his  roo£ 

LET- 
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LETTER       XXXIX. 

Aranjuez,  May  6,  1776, 

WE  have  juft  finifhed  oiir  round  of 
prefentations,  which,  in  fo  nume- 
rous a  royal  family,  is  a  work  of  more 
days  than  one ;  as  I  know  you  expe£k  a  mi- 
nute account  of  each  of  thofe  that  compofe 
it,  I  am  forry  I  am  incapable  of  fatisfying 
your  curiofity,  in  as  ample  a  manner  as  I 
could  wifh  •  you  fhall  have  a  defcription  of 
their  perfons,  and  as  much  of  their  charac- 
tersy  as  I  have  learned  from  well-iriformed 
people,  in  whofe  judgment  I  can  confide. 
I  beg  you  will  cbnfider  how  hard  it  is  to  dis- 
cern the  true  charader  of  the  great,  as  your 
intelligence  can  only  flow  to  you  through 
the'  fufpicious  channel  of  many  jarring  paf-. 
fions  and  interefts.  It  is  impoffible  for  a 
flxanger  to  feize  a  good  likenefs  in  fo  fhort  a 
time,  and  to  tranfqiit  to  others  a  faithful  re- 

prefentation^ 
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prefentation,  of  a  prince  that  does  not  admit 
him  to  a  familra:  intercourie^  I  don't  know 
but  fovereigns  are  the  ifioft  diiEcultcharadiers 
to  define  in  a  whole  nation ;  for  all  princes 
appear  pretty  nearly  alike ;  their  mode  of 
life  is  uniform ;  by  feeing  none  but  inferiors 
about  diem,  they  acquire  a  great  indifference 
in  their  manner,  and  ieldom  betray  in  their 
countenance  any  of  thofe  ftrong  emotions 
that  mark  the  various  feelings  of  men  obliged 
to  buftle  through  the  world ;  their  pafllons 
lack  the  relifh  which  arifes  from  delays  and 
diiEculties;  what  ,the  French  cail  JEnnuf^ 
wearifomenefs,  is,  methinks,  the  grand  ma« 
lady  of  princes,  and  therefore  amufement 
is  their  main  purfuit  in  life.  In  the  princes 
of  the  Houfe  of  Bourbon,  the  paflion  of 
fowling  predominates ;  yet  in  the  Spaniflt 
royal  family,  there  are  fome  who  toil  ^  tbo 
gun  with  more  reluctance  than  the  fanner's 
boy  does  at  the  plough ;  have  a  taile  for  arts 
and  fciences,  and  wiih  for  nothing  more 

than 
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^k^  tabe  fraed  from  the  obligd^ft  of  &A^ 
lowing  the  diverfioiK 

The  ceremony  of  prefentation  la  pcrf<Mrat* 
ed  as  the  kk^  riies  from  table.  Charles  the 
Third  is  a  much  better  lookkkg  man  than 
moft  of  bis  pki^ures  make  bim ;  he  has  a 
good-natured  iaughkig  eye ;  the  ks^er  pwt 
of  his  face^  by  being  eagpofed  to  all  weai- 
thers^  is  become  of  a  deep  copper-colour; 
what  his  hat  covers,  is  iair^  as  he  naturally 
has  a  good  ikin;  in  fiatinre  he  is  iradmr 
ihort,  thickly  buik  about  the  legs  aad  idii|^ 
and  narrow  in  the  (boulders.  His  dire& 
jeldom  varies  from^  a  lurge  hat,  a  plain  g;raF)t 
Segovia  frock,  a  buff  waifteoat,  fl  fidaH 
d^gger^  l^aek  breechr^,  asd  wwAed  flosk**^ 
tugs ;  his  i^y^ktits  are  atmt^  Jlnffitd  T^itb 
hwss^csj  ^lo^gns^  uitA  IfauDoting  tackle.  Ofi 
Oftk^  ikfij  a  €m  Mt  is  kubg  t^oi^  his 
fltotid^  bat  M  he  ka6  an  t:^e  m  y$  iHfter^ 
hooti  fj^jrtj  afid  is  ^  gseat  xsxaiudtmM  of 
bis  tvs)e>  1^  bkuskfar^^iies  ^  worn  to  aH 

coat$» 
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coats*  Ibelieve  there  are  but  three  daya 
in  the  whole  year  that  he  fpends  without 
going  out  a  {hooting,  and  thofe  are  noted 
with  the  blackeft  mark  in  the  calendar ;  were 
they  to  occur  often,  his  health  would  be  in 
danger,  and  an  accident  that  was  to  confine 
him  to  the  houfe,  would  infallibly  bring  on 
a  fit  of  illnefs.  No  ftorm,  heat,  cold,  or 
wet,  can  keep  him  at  home ;  and  when  he 
hears  of  a  wolf  being  feen,  diftance  is 
counted  for  nothing ;  he  would  drive  over 
half  the  kingdom  rather  than  mifs  an  op- 
portunity of  firing  upon  that  favourite  game. 
Befides  a  moft  numerous  rstinue  of  perfons 
belonginj;  to  the  hunting  eflabliihment, 
feveral  times  a  year,  all  the  idle  fellows  in 
and  about  Madrid  are  hired  to  beat  the 
country,  and  drive  the  wild  boars,  deer,  and 
hares,  into  a  ring,  where  they  pafs  before 
the  royal  family.  A  very  large  annual  fum 
is  diflributed  among  the  proprietors  of  land 
about  the  capital,  and  near  the  country  pa^ 

lacesj 
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laces,  by  way  of  indemnification  for  the 
damage  done  to  the  com*  I  was  afiured 
that  it  cofts  feventy  thonfand  pounds  fterling 
for  the  environs  of  Madrid,  and  thirty  thou- 
fand  for  thofe  of  Saint  Ildefonfo.  In 
order  to  be  entitled  to  this  reimburfement, 
the  farmers  fcatter  juft  as  much  feed-corn 
over  thdr  grounds,  as  will  grow  up  into 
fomething  like  a  crop  j  but  they  do  not  al- 
ways give  themfelves  the  trouble  of  getting 
in  the  fcanty  harveft,  being  fuflSciently  paid 
for  their  labour  by  the  royal  bounty. 

Being  naturally  of  an  even  phlegmatic 
temper,  the  king  is  fure  to  fee  events  on 
their  favourable  fide  only ;  and  whenever 
lie  has  determined  in  his  own  mind  that 
a  meafure  is  proper  to  be  purified,  he  is  an 
utter  enemy  to  alteration.  As  far  as  I  can 
judge,  by  comparing  the  different  accounts 
I  have  had,  he  is.  a  man  of  the  ftridtefl  pro- 
bity, incapable  of  adopting  any  fcheme, 
unlefs  he  i?  perfedly  fatisfied  in  his  con- 
I  fcience 
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ioence  that  k  as  jaft  and  hanourable :  xxf 
fuch    immovable    featares,  th«t  the.  noft 
fortunate  or  tiie  moA  difaftrons  occurrences 
are  alike  unable  to  create  the  fmalleft  varia- 
tion in  them :  rigid  in  his  morsJs,  and  ftre- 
nuoufly  attached  to  his  religion ;  but  he  does 
not  fufFer  his  devotion  to  lay  him  open  to 
the  enterprizes  of  the  court  of  Rome,  or 
the  encroachments  of  his  own  clergy ;  on 
the  contrary,  they  have  frequently  met  with 
rougher  ufage  at  his  hands  than  they  might 
have  expected  from  a  free-thinker.     The 
regularity  of  Jiis  own  life  renders  him  very 
ftri£t  about  the   conduft  of  his  children, 
whom  he  obliges  to  be  out  fifhing  or  fhoot- 
ing  as  long  as  he  is  abfent  on  the  fame  bufi- 
nefsj    this  he  does  to  prevent  their  hav- 
ing time  or  opportunity    to  harbour  bad 
thoughts ;  and  truly  I  believe  he  goes  out 
fo  conftantly  himfelf,  in  order  to  keep  down 
the  vigour  of  his  own  conftitution.     He 
feldom  addrefles  himfelf  to  any  young  men 

of 


ef  his  court ;  bm  delights  in  cocverfing  «nd 
jcicing  widn  elderly  pej:iroas,  aiad  fiidi  ac 
are  of  Ms  own  age,  especially  iQonks  ^loA 
MttTS.  He  is  very  partial  to  Naples^  and 
always  fpeaks  of  that  country  with  great 
feeling. 

Since  liis  adceffion,  many  great  worki 
have  be$n  completed ;  noble  roads  made 
fo  all  the  palaces  round  the  metropoUe^  fe« 
teral  others  undertaken  in  more  remote 
provinces :  he  has  finifhed  the  palace  at 
Madrid,  and  added  confiderably  to  thofe  of 
the  Pardo  and  Aranjuez ;  built  new  towns  ae 
Aranjuez,  the  Efcurial,  and  Saint  Ildefcmib; 
and  planted  a  great  deal  at  Aranjuez*  The 
Marquis  of  Grimaldi  has  the  merit  of  hav* 
Wg  fuggefted  and  conducted  moft  of  titcfe 
ipiprovements,  and  of  having  urged  on  the 
king,  who,  although  he  has  naturally  jmi 
great  reliih  for  the  arts^  thinka  it  the  d)xty 
c£  a  ibvpreign  to  encourage  thepj. 

Ilie  PsUxge  q£  Anurias  is  of  4n  athletic 
ii  make, 
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make,  his  countenance  rather  fevere,  and  his 
Toice  harfh»     He  feemed  in  a  great  hurry 
to  get  away  from^us ;  but  the  princefs  flayed 
chatting  a  great  while.     She  is  not  hand- 
fome,  being  very  fickly,  but  feems  lively, 
and  genteelly  fhaped,  with  a  very  fine  hand 
arid  arm.     If  flie  lives  to  be  queen,  I  dare 
fay  (he  will  render  this  court  a  very  gay  one ; 
for  file  appears  to  like  to  go  abroad,  and 
converfe  with  flxangers.     When  flie  walks 
out,  all  perfons  that  have  been  prefented, 
and  chance  to  be  in  the  way,  are  expedted 
to  join  her  company,  and  efcort  her  as  long 
as  flie  thinks  proper.     Her  mildnefs  and 
good-nature  have  foftened  much  of  her  huf- 
band's  roughnefs  of  manner;  and  of  late 
he  feems  to  have  more  pleafure  in  fitting 
with  her  in  a  domeftic  way,  than  in  trudg- 
ing over  the  heath  in  queft  of  game. 

Don  Gabriel  is  a  tall  well-looking  man, 
but  timid  "to  excefs.  He  poflefles  many  ta- 
lents, but  his  conftant  avocations  out  of  doors 

prevent 
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prevent  his  applying  td  ftudy  as  much  as  he 
could  wilh.  I  have  fegn  fome  good  ipi^ures 
tlone  by  him  with  the  flock  of  cloth,  and 
have  heard  much  of  his  claffical  learning, 
and  turn  for  mathematics. 

Don  Antonio  appears  tb  be  very  well 
pleafed  with  the  adive  life  of  a  fportfman. 

The  Infanta  Maria  Jofepha  has  reafon  td 
envy  every  country  wench  fhc  fees  roaming 
at  liberty  ;  for  confinement,  etiquette,  iand 
celibacy,  are  likely  to  be  her  lot  during  life^ 

Don  Lewis,  the  king's  brother,  after 
having  been  a  cardinal  and  an  archbifhop, 
is  now  on  the  eve  of  matrimony  with  a 
pretty  Arragonefe  girl,  whom  he  took  a 
fancy  to  laft  year,  as  flie  was  running  acrofs 
thie  fields  after  a  butterfly*  As  he  has  made 
acpUe£tionof  natural  hiftory,  this  fimila- 
rity  of  tafl:e  made  a  great  impreflGion  upon 
him.  This  wedding,  which  the  king  has 
coniented  to  with  reluctance,  has  produced 
a  total  revolution  in  the  marriage-laws  of 

VOL.  II.  K  Spain. 
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S^ain*  A  new  pragmatica  or  edi£t  is  pub*^ 
lifhed,  to  prevent  all  matches  betwixl  perfons 
of  unequal  rank  and  quality ;  by  this  decree 
the  old  cuftom  is  abrogated.  Heretofc»ne  it 
was  out  of  the  power  of  parents  to  hinder 
their  children  from  marrying  whom  they 
liked,  and  die  church  interpofed  to  oblige 
them  to  make  a  fuitable  fettlement  upon  the' 
young  couple. 

Don  Lewis's  bride  is  not  to  be  allowed 
the  title  or  rank  of  a  princefs  of  the  Wood, 
nor  arc  her  children  to  be  deemed  qualified 
to  fucceed  to  the  crown;  he  is  to  refide 
near  Talavera,  where  I  make  no  doubt 
but  he  will  lead  a  happy  life,  as  he  has  a 
great  tafte  for  muik  and  natural  hiftory  ; 
his  cabinet  already  contains  a  very  valua:ble 
coUedion  of  rarities,  efpedally  fuch  as  are 
found  in  the  Spanish  dominions.  This 
prince  is  cheerful,  humane,  affable,  and 
full  of  pleafantry  ;  good  qualities  that  ren** 
der  him  the  darlii^  of  the  nation. 

The 
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The  king  and  all  the  males  of  his  family 
wear  the  enfigns  of  a  great  variety  of  mili- 
tary orders*     On  their  left  breaft  is  a  row  o{ 
ftars  like  the  belt  of  the  conftellation  of 
prion :  they  are  alfo  decorated  with  the  Wue 
ribband  of  the  French  order  of  the  Holy 
Ghoft,  and  the  ipfigaia  of  the  Burgundlan 
golden  £eece.     They  have  befides  the  Nea-^ 
polity  red  IVfli  pf  Saint  JanuanuS)  the  red 
cr^fifes  of  Galatraya,  founded  in  1158,  of 
Saint  lago,  dating  from  117 Sr  ^^^  ^  Mon*^ 
tefa,  ittftitutedin  1317,  andthe  green  crofs 
Qf  Alcantara,  invented  in  1176.     After  all 
thefe  badges,  comes  the  blue  and  white  rib^ 
baud  of  the  Conception  of  Carlos  Terceco^ 
eftabllflied  by.  the  prefenti:ing,  onthebuth 
q£  th€  late  fon  of  the  Prince  of  Afturias* 


K  2  L  E  T- 
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LETTER      XL. 

Aranjucz,  May  a8,  l^^(f• 

IN  the  courfe  of  laft  week,  we  faw  the 
king's  ftallions,  fome  of  which  are 
beautiful  creatures.  Before  I  came  into 
Spain,  I  thought  handfome  horfes  were  to 
be  met  with  in  every  part  of  the  kingdom, 
but  to  my  great  furprife,  found  them  very 
rare  in  all  the  provinces ;  fo  little  attention 
has  there  been  psdd  to  the  breed  of  that 
generous  animal,  formerly  the  boaft  of 
Spain, 

At  Villamejor,  a  few  miles  from  hence 
down  the  Tagus,  his  majefly  has  a  ftable  of 
a  lefs  noble,  but  not  lefs  ufeful  race  of 
ftallions,  that  of  jack-affes.  Thefe  beafts 
are  of  a  fhape  and  fize  you  can  have  no  idea 
of:  they  are  fourteen  hands  high,  and  have 
fuch  monftrous  large  heads,  thick  legs,  and 
rough  coats  of  long  hair  over  their  whole 

body, 
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tody,  that  fcarce  a  trace  remains  of  the 
figure  of  an  animal.  They  fay  thefe  Ga^ 
randnesy  as  the  Spaniards  term  them,  are  ex- 
tremely furious  in  the  covering  feafon ;  I 
am  fure,  at  prefent,  they  are  the  moft  fhipid 
of  their  dull  fpecies.  Each  afs  covers  twenty 
mares,  and  cofts  near  thirty  thoufand  reals, 
about  two  hundred  and  eighty  pounds  fter- 
ling.     They  are  bred  in  the  mancha* 

The  way  to  Villamejor  lies  along  the  vale 
through  a  confiderable  new  farm,  called  the 
CampoJlamencOy  lately  taken  in  by  the  Mar-^ 
quis  Grimaldi,  and  laid  out  on  a  grand  fcale. 
On  an  eminence  ftahds  the  farm  houfe,  with 
large  rooms  for  the  royal  family  to  take  a 
hunter's  repaft  in.  The  road  up  to  it  is  a 
fliewy,  royal  work,  but  might  have  been 
fpared,  had  the  building  been  ereded  a  little 
lower,  or  had  it  been  intended  for  the  recep- 
tion of  none  but  common  hufbandm^n. 

In  our  return  in  the  evening  we  over- 
took :  the  bulls  iptended  for  the  n^xt  d^y's 
K3  feaft 
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feaft  or  fight  They  appeared  very  peaces- 
able  and  tradable.  Whatever  may  be  faid 
of  their  ferocity,  when  irritated  in  the 
arena  by  darts,  fire,  and  lances,  I  am  apt 
to  think  they  can  never  be  fo  terrible  or 
dahgetoii^  as  our  vicious  bulls  in  England. 
Thofe  I  have  feen  wanted  fize  and  weight, 
and  did  not  appear  to  me  to  have  any  real 
fury  ill  their  nature,  till  it  is  raifed  by  re- 
peated provocations,  and  the  defultory  at- 
tacks of  fo  many  adverfaries.  To  bring 
them  quietly  along  the  roads  froiti  their 
paflure,  the  drovers  employ  certain  white 
oxen,'  trained  up  to  be  decoys  j  thefe  go 
along  with  the  bulls  till  they  lead  them  into 
the  ftables' under  the  amphitheatre. 

I  have  now  been  a  fpedator  of  feveral 
Fkjlas  de  Toros^  but  cannot  bring  myfelf  to 
have  any  relifh  for  the  diverfion.  What- 
ever they  may  have  been  in  former  times^ 
they  are  certainly  but  a  poor  exhibition  at 
prefent,  though  the  crowds  of  people  at 

^'  ^  fembled 
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fem|>Ied    in    a  circle,    and   agitated   in   a 
moft  tumultuous  manner,  muft  be  allowed 
to  be  an  interefling  and  curious  fpedacle. 
None  of  the  royal  family  ever  appear  at 
thefe  favourite  amufements  of  the  Spanifli 
nation :  the  nobility  no  longer  pique  them- 
felves  upon    their    ftrength,    courage,    or 
dexterity,   in  thefe  rough   exercifesj    and 
the  fciir  condefcend  to  yield  up  their  hearts 
and  perfons  to  lovers  that  have  given  no 
proofs  of  their  prowefs,  but  in  combats  of 
a  fofter  nature :   the  confequence  is,  a  total 
want  of  emulation ;   no  gentleman  cares  to 
hazard  his  life  in  a  trial  of  fkill  that  promifes 
no  advantage  to  him  of  any  kind.     The 
fhew  is  conducted  with  great  oeconomy  and 
niggardlinefs ;  none  but  the  worft  of  horfes 
are  bought  for  the  day ;  and  the  mercenary 
gladiators  no  longer  ftudy  the  moft  dexte- 
rous, but  the  moft  fecure  way  of  deftroy- 
ing  the  bulls,  being  allowed  fo   much  a 
head  for  each  beaft  they  flaughten     Tlie 
K  4  money 
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money  paid  for  boxes  and  feats,  is  appro-- 
priated  to  the  building  or  endowing  of  fome 
hofpital. 

The  coup-d'oeil  of  the  amphitheatre, 
filled  with  fo  many  fpedators  of  all  ranks, 
k  very  ftriking.  They  are  fo  very  noify 
and  impatient  till  the  fliew  begins,  and  in 
fuch  violent  commotion  while  it  lafts,  that 
one  is  kept  in  perpetual  alarm  and  flurry  of 
fpirits  for  the  firft  or  fecond  time  of  aflift- 
ing  at  this  diverfion^  Contrary  to  the  ciif-^ 
torn  of  the  ancient  Romans,  who  placed  the 
fenators  next  to  the  podiumy  the  nobility  fit 
here  in  wooden  galleries  aqd  box^^,  the  mob 
on  benches  below,  next  the  arena^  A  row 
of  foldiers,  behind  the  circular  parapet  wall, 
or  palifadO|  hold  out  halberts  and  bayonets, 
to  keep  the  beafts  within  the  lifts ;  but  it 
fomet^mes  happens  that  ^  bull,  while  yet  in 
full  vigour,  will  take  a  run,  and  leap  over 
into  the  crowd  on  the  benches.  The  con-, 
fuflpn  \x  creates  is  very  great ;  but  as  thq 

hull 
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bull  is  itf^lf  hampered  and  difabled  by  the 
feats  and  wood-work,  it  can  do  but  little 
mifchief  before  it  is  difpatched.* 

The  common  method  of  conducting  a 
buU-feaft  is  as  follows  :  one  or  two  ^oria^ 
4orSy  dreffed  in  rich  jackets,  broad-brim- 
med hats,  and  breeches  and  boots  made 
of  a  tough,  impenetrable  leather,  and  hold- 
ing under  their  right  arm  a  long  aflien  lance 
(tipped  with  a  broad  fhallow-pointed  head^ 
that  can  only  enter  Ikin-deep),  parade  on 
horfeback  round  the  lifts,  and  pay  their 
devoirs  to  the  governor  of  the  place.  They 
then  retire  to  their  poft,  almoft  in  front  of 
3.  large  door,  which  is  opened  to  let  out 

*  In  fome  of  the  lifts  delivered  out  with  an  account 
of  ian  approaching  buU-feaft,  notice  is  given  that 
people  are  permitted  to  flap  their  hats  in  the  fun.  Since 
]the  revolt  of  Madrid  (when  all  hats  were  ordered  to  be 
worn  cocked  up,  wherever  the  court  reiides)  the  com- 
mon hangman  is  conmianded  to  wear  his  flouched,  that 
others  may  not  be  tempted  to  let  theirs  down,  for  fear 
pf  being  miftaken  for  him, 

the 
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the  bulL  The  fellow  that  opens  it  takes  care 
to  climb  up  immediately  into  the  gallery ; 
for  it  is  not  unufual  for  the  bulls  to  ftop  fliort 
as  foon  as  they  get  out,  and  make  a  home- 
thruft  at  the  porter :  fome  nifh  forth  with 
the  utmoft  impetuofity,  and  run  dire<Jily 
at  the  horfemen ;  others  gaze  around,  and 
take  their  meafures  with  more  circumfpec- 
tion* 

The  cavalier  prefents  the  head  of  hi$ 
horfe  to  the  bull,  and  with  the  lance,  which 
tuts  along  its  fboulders,  pufties  it  away  to 
the  right,  at  the  fame  time  bearing  off  his 
horfe  to  the  left :  his  antagonift  is  driven 
out  of  the  line  by  the  violence  of  the  thruft, 
and  its  horns  pafs  behind  without  hurting 
cither  horfe  or  rider.  When  the  man  is 
mounted  oa  a  nimble,  fpirited,  and  docile 
fteed,  there  is  no  difficulty  in  this  evolution, 
as  the  motions  of  both  animals  coincide  in 
giving  additional  force  to  the  well-dire£ted 
ftroke ;  but  if  the  horfe  is  numb  or  reifrac- 

tory. 
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tory,  the  bull  is  Kkely  to  ftrike  him  in  the 
flank,  and  throw  both  horfe  and  cavalier  to 
the  ground.  ' 

There  is  another  way  of  attacking,  with 
n  kind  of  forked  dagger.  The  horfeman 
ftands  clofe  by  the  door,  and  as  the  bull 
fprings  forward  into  the  lifts,  he  plants  the 
weapon  in  the  back  of  its  neck,  and  kills 
it  on  the  fpot.  Should  he  mifs  his  aim, 
there  is  fcarce  a  poffibility  of  his  efcaping; 
from  the  enraged  animal ;  for  which  reafoa 
this  mode  of  combat  is  feldom  pradlifed. 

To  take  off  the  bull's  attention,  and  to 
make  fpdrt,  feveral  nimble  fellows  cm  foot 
Tun  about  and  tofs  darts  with  curled  paper 
tied  to  them,  which,  fticldng  in  the  head 
,  and  flioiild^rs,  drive  the  poor  creature  t6 
madnefs,  atid  caufe  a  great  effufion  of  blood; 
This  light  infantry  is  often  in  imminent 
danger,  obliged  to  run  for  its  life,  and  fave 
itfelf  by  flying  into  the  receffes  in  the  pali- 
fadoes,  or  by  jumping  over  the  parapet ; 

it 
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it  fometimes  happens  that  neither  the  (houts 
of  the  multitude,  nor  the  affaults  of  the 
other  runners,  can  call  off  the  bull  from  the 
purfuit  of  one  particular  fellow ;  who  has 
then  nothing  to  truft  to  but  his  own  agility, 
being  totally  unprovided  with  offenfive  as 
well  as  defenfive  weapons. 

When  the  governor  thinks  a  vidim  has 
afforded  fuflicient  diverfion,  leave  is  given 
to  put  an  end  to  its  life.  A  well-made 
champion  fteps  forth,  with  a  Ihort  brown 
cloak  hung  upon  a  flick  held  out  in  his  left 
hand,  and  a  ftrait  two-edged  fword  in  his 
right  J  the  blade  is  always  of  the  fineft 
Toledo  temper,  and  the  hilt  covered  with 
leather.  This  Matador  advances  up  to  the 
bull,  and  provokes  it  to  adion  ;  a$  the  bull 
darts  at  him,  and  makes  a  pufli  obliquely, 
with  its  eyes  fhut,  he  turns  it  off  with  the 
cloak,  retiring  a  little  on  one  fide  to  be 
ready  for  the  return,  Qn  the  fecond  attack, 
he  holds  the  fwprd  iq  an  horizoqital  pofition, 

with 
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with  fuch  fteady  aim,  that  the  furious  beaft 
ruflies  upon  the  point,  and  by  its  own  im- 
petuofity  forces  it  up  to  the  hilt.  The  fword 
enters  at  the  collar-bone,  and  either  pierces 
the  heart,  or  cuts  the  great  artery.  Sometimes 
the  bull  drops  down  dead  inftantaneoufly  5 
fometimes  ftands  a  few  minutes,  heaving 
and  fpouting  a  torrent  of  blood  out  of  the 
mouth  and  noftrils. 

When  the  bull  proves  fo  cowardly,^  or  fo 
exhaufted  with  fatigue  and  lofs  of  blood, 
as  to  refufe  to  run  at  the  matador,  it  is  dif-* 
patched  by  ftabs  in  any  part  of  the  body, 
or  worried  by  bull-dogs.  The  laft  bull  of 
each  fiefta  is  embolado^  that  is,  his  horns  are 
muffled,  and  all  the  mob  is  let  in,  with 
(ticks  in  their  hands,  to  learn  the  trade,  to 
beat  the  animal,  or  to  be  bruifed  and  toITed 
about  themfelves.  Three  mules,  adorned 
with  ftreamers  and  bells,  draw  off  the 
flaughtered  bulls  and  horfes  between,  each 
battle. 

I  have 
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I  have  been  thus  particular  in  my  account 
of  a  buU-fight  (though  you  may  find  de- 
Icriptions  of  k  in  almoft  every  book  that 
treats  of  Spain)  becaufe  moft  of  thdfe  I 
have  read  talk  of  royal  feafts  and  exhilntions^ 
which  are  very  different  things  from  the 
common  fhews  now-a-days.  Our  laft  was 
a  very  bloody  one :  two  bulls  killed  feven 
horfes,  but  luckily  no  men  k)ft  their  lives, 
though  many  had  hair-breadth .  efcapes.  I 
never  faw  any  tidng  £b  weak  and  ina<^ve 
as  tlie  poor  horfes  were ;  they  hdd  -not  agility 
enough  to  avoid  one  firoke :  and  of  all 
horrible  fight?^  that  of  the  bull's  tearing 
out  their  entrails,  and  toJQing  them  about 
with  its  horns,  was  liie  moft  naufeous  and 
ihocking  I  ev^er  beheld*  Bodi  the  hulls 
were  hacked  to  death  in  a  very  awkward 
manner ;  but  the  fpedators  were  mightily 
delighted  with  the  barbarity  aind  bloodfhed. 
We  wdre  the  other  night  at  a  puppet-lhew, 
that  ended  in  the  reprefentation  of  a  -bulU 

fight; 
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fight ;  the  mob  in  the  pit' was  to  thefuU  as 
violently  afFe<3:ed,  as  riotous,  and  noifjr,  a$ 
they  could  poffibly  have  been  at  the  real 
fpedacle. 

Laft  year  a  negro  from  Buenos  Ayres, 
where  he  had  been  traiaed  up  from  his  in- 
fancy to  hunt  the  wild  cattle  o£  die  defat, 
exhibited  fome  very  extraordinary  feats  of 
fhrength  and  dexterity  :  he  took  a  long  rope, 
with  a  running  noofe,  and  throwing  it  over 
the  horns  oF  a  bull,  brought  it  clofe  to  a 
ftrong  flake,  fixed  in  the  middle  rf  the  area, 
where  he  tied  it  tight,  till  he  had  faftened  a 
faddle  oti  its  back,  on  which  he  fealed  him- 
felf;  he  then  cut  the  cord,  and  letthe  beaft 
run  afcout  and  exert  ineffedua!  efforts  to 
ihafcc  off  fo  unufiial  a  load  by  the  moft  fu- 
rious movements*     When  fatigue  had  fu£- 
ficientJy  tamed  it,  he  drove  this  uncommon 
fteed  againft  another  bull,  which  he  fbon 
difpatched,  and  then  at  one  blow  ftnick  the 
beaft  that  he  was   mounted  upon,  dead. 
4  The 
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The  violence  of  this  cxercifc  gerierally 
brought  on  hun  a  dangerous  fpitting  c^ 
blooiL 

The  princes  and  their  attendants  are  now 
very  bufy  preparing,  by  daily  rehearfals, 
for  the  Pandas  j  which  we  c^lnnot  ftay  to 
fee,  as  they  are  feldom  exhibited  till  the 
middle  of  June* 

Thefe  Parejas  are  a  kind  of  dance  on 
horfeback,  in  imitation,  perhaps^  of  the 
Trojan  games  defcribed  by  Virgil  in  the 
fifth  book  of  the  -fineid ;  or  more  probably 
of  fome  tournament  inthetimesofMoorifli 
chivalry. 

The  prince  of  Afturias,  Don  Gabriel,  Don 
Antonio,  and  Don  Lewis,  have  revived 
them,  and  each  heads  a  fquadron  of  twelve 
young  gentlemen,  arrayed  in  the  ancient 
Spanifh  drefs ;  the  divifions  diftinguifhed  by 
the  particular  colour  of  their  clothes,  fea- 
thers, and  horfe  furniture.  They  parade 
with  mufic  before  them  in  a  large. tilting 

yard 
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yard  near  the  palace;  feparate  themfelves 
into  detachments^  tod  perform  various  in- 
tricate-  figures,  r^fenibling  thofe  of  a  ftage 
dance.  The  docility  and  elegance  of  the 
horfes,  the  fplendbur  and  gaiety  of  apparel 
of  the  riders,  more  thaii  any  ttiing  there  iS 
in  the  game  itfelf,  render  it  entertaining 
for  the  firft  time  of  feeing ;  but  it  laii*- 
giiifhes  from  a  want  of  that  a^lion,'  that 
Ipirit,  which  interefts  us  fo  ffirongly  ill  all 
public  fports,  when  the  aSdr^  eicert  uA- 
common  ftrength'  and^  fkill, "  and  are,  or 
feem  to  be,  in  fome  kind  of  dangef.  How- 
ever, it  is  a  pompous  fpeftacle^  and  may 
produce  very  falutary  effe£ts,  by  roufing  the 
nobility  from  their  lethargy,  aiid  encourag- 
ing them  to  be  a  little  more  attentive  to  the 
breed  and  'education  of  their  horfes. 
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LETTER        XLI. 

Madrid,  June  4^  1776^ 

SINCE  our  return  from  Aranjuez^  the 
mornings  have  been  employed  in  turn- 
ing over  a  multitude  of  books  and  prints^ 
and  in  taking  extnds  of  fuch  patts  as  tend 
to  elucidate  the  hiflory,  literatniie»  or  and^ 
quities  of  Spain.  In  the  afternoons,  we 
have  fpent  our  time  in  vifiting  the  moft 
remarkable  edifices  of  the  city;  if  you  except 
the  royal  palaces^  there  are  fevr  boilings 
worthy  of  attention,  nor  do  I  believe  there 
is  in  Eurc^e  a  capital  that  has  fo  little  to 
ihew  as  Madrid ;  having  never  been  the  fee 
of  a  biihop,  it  has  of  courfe  no  cathedral^ 
nor  indeed  any  church,  that  diftinguifhes 
itfelf  much  from  the  common  herd  of  pa- 
rifhes  and  convents.     Allowing  fome  few 

eKcep- 
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fe2tceptions>  I  think  I  may  fkfely  pro^ounpe 
the  Dutward  architedutc  of  them  all  to  be 
Uarbarousy  and  their  madnei'  of  ornan^ent-^ 
Ing  the  infide  as  bad  as  that  of  the  worft 
ages ;  moft  of  them  were  ereded  or  re^ 
touched  during  the  term  of  years  that  elapfed 
b^ween  the  middle  of  the  ieventeenth  cen^ 
tury  and  the  year  1759,  a  period  in  ih6 
hiflory  of  Spain,  when  all  aits  and  fciences 
were  faUen  to  the  loweft  ebb  of  dqprave- 
ment;  the  effeias  a(  the  degeneracy  ci 
laannersy  the  want  of  publk  fpiiit,  mA  the 
^fdrder  and.  weaknefe  of  a  d^aying  mo- 
nakhy.  Thrfe  vices  in  the  political  fyftem 
under  the  three  laft  princes  of  the  Auftriatt 
line,  could  not  be  removed  immediately  dn 
tibe'acGeffion  of  another  family;  the  wars 
that'  Aioofc  the  very  foundations  of  their 
tltfone  for  the  firft  ten  years  of  this  cen* 
tiify,  kept  all  polite  arts  groveling  iii  the 
duft ;  and  when  they  ventured  to  raife  their 
heads  again,  and  court  the  favour  of  the 

L  2  fove- 
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fovereign,  there  feems  to  have  been  a  totaJ 
veant  of  able  profeflbrs  to  fecond  their  e£* 
forts,  and  affift  them  in  returning  to  the 
paths  of  good  fenfe  and  true  tafte.  No  mad 
architefl:  ever  dreamed  of  a  diftortion  of 
members  fo  capricious^  of  a  twift  of  pil- 
lars, cornices,  or  pediments,  fo  wild  and 
fantailic^  but  what  a  real  fample  of  it  may 
be  produced  in  fome  or  other  of  the  churches 
of  Madrid.  They  are  all  fmall,  aind  poor 
in  marbles  as  well  as  pid:ures.  Their  altars 
are  piles  of  wooden  ornaments  heaped  up 
to  the  ceiling,  and  ftuck  full  o:^  wax  lights, 
which  mot*e  than  once  have  fet  fire .  to*  the 
whole  church.  The  convents  which  may 
be  faid  to  poflefs  a  good  collection  of 
pictures,  are  thofe  of  Saint  Pafqual  and  of 
the  bare-footed  Carmelite  nuns.  The  former 
has  a  fine  Titian,  a  capital  Guerchino,  and 
many  other  pieces  by  efteemed  Italian 
maflers.  In  the  facrifty  of  the  latter,  is  a 
numerous  coUedion  of  paintings  by  various 

hands^ 
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liands,  many  of  which  are  of  fupejrior  me- 
rit.    The  tombs  of  Ferdinand  the  Sixth  and 
•of  his  queen  Barbara,   in  the  church  of  the 
vifitation,    are  almoft  the   only  fepulchral 
•monuments  of  any  confequence. 

The  firft  king  that  made  any  long  abode  in 
Madrid,  was  Henry  the  Fourth.  Before 
his  reign,  this  was  but  an  infignificant  place, 
^th  a  fmall  caftle  for  the  convenience  of 
the  princes  that  came  to  hunt  the  bear  in 
the  environs,  which  were  then  as  woody  as 
they  now  are  naked.  Its  lituation  on  a 
hill  overlooking  many  leagues  of  country, 
open  on  every  fide  to  a  wholefome  circu- 
lation of  air,  and  abundance  of  good  wa- 
ter, induced  the  emperor  Charles  the  Fifth 
to  build  an  ample  palace  here,  which  he 
intended  to  make  his  chief  refidence,  as  he 
thought  the  climate  beft  adapted  to  hfe  con- 
ftitution.  The  fovereign  being  once  fixed 
at  Madrid,  the  nobility  foon  abandoned 
llieir  hereditary  caftles  and  houfes  in  other 
•       L  ^  cities, 
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cities,  to  follow  the  court  They  were  uo- 
der  the  neceility  of  fettling  in  the  houfcs 
they  found  ready  built ;  and  for  that  rea* 
fon,  added  to,  the  fupine  indifference  that 
feized  the  Spaniards  during  the  laft  two- 
thirds  of  the  feventeenth  century,  and  near 
half  of  this  ;  moft  of  the  great  families  ftill 
continue  to  inhabit  vaft  ranges  of  ugly  fa- 
brics  not  diftinguifhable  from  the  common 
houfe^  in  the  ftreets,  except  by  their  larger 
dimenfions. 

The  palaces  of  the  grandees  that  contain 
either  ilatues  or  pi^ures  of  value,  are  few 
In  number* 

In  that  of  Medina  Cell  are  many  precious 
paonuments  of  antiquity  in  marble,  the  re* 
mains  of  a  great  coUedion  brought  from 
Italy,  by  one  of  the  dukes  of  Alcala. 

The  duIcQ  of  Saint  Eftevan  pofleffes  many 
of  the  beft  works  of  Luca  Giordano. 

In  the  gallery  of  the  Marquis  of  Santiago, 
Murillp  has  pointed  tbc;  lif^^  pf  Jacob,  and  a 

Madonna, 
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Madomia,  /which  may  be  reckoned  among 
the  moft  capital  of  the  £ipani{h  fchooL 

•  At  the  Duke  of  Alba's  is  to  be  feen  a  very 
famous  pidure  of  Corr^gio^  called  thefchool 
of  Cupid  J  it  reprefents  Venus  giving  the 
God  of  Love  to  be  tutored  by  Mercury. 
There  is  alfo  an  holy  family,  faid  to  be  by 
Raphael ;  a  charming  Venus,  by  Velafquez, 
Ijdng  half  reclined  with  her  back  to  the 
fpefltator^  and  her  face  refleded  in  a  mirror 
(he  holds  In  her  hand  Among  the  por- 
traits, the  moft  curious  are  thofe  of  Anna 
BuUen,  and  the  great  Duke  of  Alba.  Here 
are  alfo  very  fine  hangings,  executed  after 
the  Cartoons  of  Raphael,  which,  with  the 
Venus  of  Correg^o,  once  formed  part  of 
the  coUedlion  of  that  nice  connoifleur  and 
unfkilful  monarch,  Charles  the  Firft  of 
England. 

Thefe  pidhires  naturally  lead  me  to  fpeak 

of  the  royal  palace ;  which  I  ihould  have 

mentioned  firft,  had  I  not  wiihed  to  difpatch 

I  4  the 
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the  leffer  objedb,  that  I  might  have  nothing 
to  think  of  that  could  interfere  widi  the 
4ercription  of  the  noble  coUetflion  in  the 
new  palace. 

The  old  palace  was  burnt  down  to  the 
ground  in  1734,  and  Philip  Juvara  com- 
miflioned  by  Philip  the  Fifth  to  give  a  plan 
for  rebuilding  it*  in  the  moft  fplendid  man- 
ner. The  model  he  made  is  ftill  exifting,  but 
was  rejeded  on  account  of  the  immenfity 
of  the  fize,  and  the  greatnefs  of  the  expence, 
as  well  as  of  the  want  of  fuflScient  roonat  to 
place  it,  the  king  being  determined,  on  acr 
count  of  the  air,  to  have  it  rebuilt  on  the 
exadi  fpot  where  the  old  one  flood.  Juvara 
dying  before  he  could  prepare  a  fecond  de- 
fign,  his  difciple  Sachetti  produced  that 
which  has  been  carried  into  execution;  both 
his  and  his  mafter's  plans  have  the  defed 
of  being  clumfy  and  confufed  in  the  win- 
dows, pilafters,  and  ornaments;  where  they 
have  aimed  at  fimplicity,   they  have  funk 

their 


TKAVELS   THROUGH   SPAIN.      169 

their  architecture  under  a  load  of  ftone  j 
and  where  they  have  ftudied  to  be  rich  and 
Hght,  they  have  generally  given  into  the 
capricious  rather  than  the  beautiful. 

It  is  all  of  white  ftone.  Each  of  the  fronts 
being  four  hundred  and  feventy  feet  in  length, 
by  an  hundred  high,  this  pile  towers  over 
all  the  country,  where  nothing  intercepts 
the  view  for  many  miles.     The  entrances 
and  ground-floor  appear  more  like  thofe  of 
fome  mighty  fortrefs,  than  of  the  peaceable 
habitation  of  a  powerful  monarch,  an  hun- 
dred leagues  removed  from  his  frontiers. 
The  range  of  large  glazed  arches  round  the 
inner  court,  refembles  the  infide  of  a  manu- 
factory :  this  is  the  more  unpardonable,  as 
they  had  at  no  great  diftance,  in  the  Alcazar 
of  Toledo,  as  elegant  a  colonnade  as  the 
niceft   critic   could   defire.     The  beautiful 
circular  court  of  Granada  might  have  fug- 
^efted  noble  ideas  to  the  archited,  but  per- 
haps 
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haps  at  that  time  the  very  exifteace  of  fuch 
a  thing  was  a  fecret  at  Madrid 

The  flair-cafe  was  meant  to  be  double, 
but  it  was  afterwards  judged  more  conve*^ 
nient  to  fhut  up  one  flight,  as  the  remain- 
ing half  anfwered  every  purpofe.  At 
the  foot  of  the  ftdxs  I  fhall  leave  all  my 
fpleen,  and  prepare  myfelf  with  unfeigned 
fatisfadion  to  defcribe  to  you  the  beauty 
and  grandeur  of  the  upper  apartments.  I 
know  no  palace  in  Europe  fitted  up  with  fo 
much  true  royal  magnificence.  .The  ceilings 
arc  chef-d'oeuvres  of  Mengs,  Corrado,  and 
Tiepolo.  The  richeft  marbles  are  employed 
with  great  talle  in  forming  the  cornices  and 
focles  of  the  rooms,  and  the  firames  of  the 
doors  and  windows.  What  enhances  the 
value  of  thefe  marbles,  is  the  circumftance 
of  their  being  all  produced  in  the  quarries 
of  Spain,  from  whence  it  is  the  opinion,  of 
a  learned  writer,  that  ancient  Rome  was 
fupplied  with  many  of  the  precious  mate- 
rials 
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rials  that  enriched  her  porticoes  and  temples. 
At  leaft  there  is  no  prefumption  in  aiferting, 
that  the  bowels  of  the  earth  in  Spain  contain 
moft  of  thofe  fpecies  of  marbles,  alabafters, 
&:c.  that  are  to  be  feen  in  the  ruins  of  the 
miftrefs  of  the  world,  whatever  might  be  the 
countries  from  which  they  were  drawn* 
Porphyry  is  found  near  Cordova ;  the  fineft 
jafper  near  Aracena ;  the  mountains  of  Gra« 
nada  furniih  a  beautiful  green,   thofe  of 
Tortofa  a  variety  of  brown  marbles ;  Leon 
and  Malaga  fend  alabafter;  Toledo^  Tala- 
vera,  Badajoz,  and  Murviedro,  abound  in 
marbles  of   different    colours;   and  moft 
parts  of  the  kingdom  afford  fome  fperimen 
or  other  of  jafper,  befides  the  amethyft  and 
its   radix,  for  which   Spain  is    celebrated 
above  moft  other  countries 

The  great  audience  chamber  is  one  of  the 

richeft  I  know^     The  ceiling,  painted  by 

TiepoJo,  rcprefcnts  the  triumph  of  Spain ; 

jound  the  cornice  the  arttft  has  placed  2^- 

4  gorical 
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gorical  figures  of  its  different  provinces, 
diflinguiihed  by  their  produdions,  and  at- 
tended by  feveral  of  their  inhabitants  in  the 
provincial  habit ;  thefe  form  a  mod  uncom- 
mon pidurc,  and  a  curious  fet  of  Coftumu 
The  walls  are  incruftated  with  beautiful 
marble,  and  all  around  hung  with  large 
plates  of  looking-glafs  in  rich  frames.  The 
manufactory  of  glafs  is  at  Saint  Udefonfo, 
where  they  call  them  of  a  very  great  fize ; 
but  I  am  told  they  are  apt  to  turn  out  much 
rougher,  and  fuller  of  flaws  than  thofe  made 
in  France. 

A  collection  of  pidures,  by  the  great- 
eft  matters  of  the  art,  adorns  the  walls 
of  the  inner  apartments  j  but  even  this 
vaft  fabric  does  not  afford  room  for  all 
the  riches  his  Catholic  Majefty  poffeffes 
in  this  branch.  The  detail  and  catalogue 
of  a  number  of  paintings  is  fure  to  fa- 
tigue a  reader  who  has  never  feen,  nor 
can   ever  rationally  expeCt  to  fee  them; 

therefore 
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therefore  it  is  incumbent  Upon  me  to 
feledt  only,  a  few  of  my  farourites  from 
my  memorandums. 

The  gallery  of  the  Efcurial  is  faid.  to  be 
ftill  more  valuable,  efpecially  as  the  famous 
pi(aure  of  Raphael  of  the  carrying  the  crofs, 
called  the  Spalimo  di  Sicilia,  *  remains  in 
this  palace  unplaced,  and  confequently  uri- 
feen. 

Ctf  the  works  of  Titian,  tiie  mcrift  remark-. 
able  are,  a  bacchanalian  woman  lying  on 
her  back,  afleep  ;  the  .liqupr  has.diffufed  a 
glow  over  her  beautiful  {ac6i  and  her  bcidy 
is  divinely  handfome ;  one  of  the  greateft 
painters  of  the  age  has  ofteti  declared,  he  ne- 
ver paffed  before  this  picture  without  being 
fbruck  witk  admiration.  .  Some  boys  play- 
ing, full  of  grace  and  a  charming  variety 
of  attitudes. 

.    ♦  Raphael  painted  it  for  the  Church  of  the  Madonna 
della  Spafimo,  or  the  Mother  of  Dolours,  in  Sicily. 

Ruben^ : 
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Rubens:  Chrift  and  St.  John  Bapdfi^ 
knrely  dbildreiL  A  prieft  on  horfdnck; 
carrying  the  viaticum  to  a  iick  pcffcm,  ac- 
compamed  by  Rodolph  eari  of  H^flmrgh, 
one  of  the  mafUr-fneces  of  his  pencS. 

MuxiUo:  A  vmtager^  winefeUer,  h<^y 
fannily^  two  boys;  aH  in  their  difierent 
charaders,  exceMently  punted  iirith  a  xkh 
mellow  colour. 

Vandyke :  The  feizing  of  Chxift  in  the 
garden,  a  ftrong  compofition ;  feveral  por- 
traits abfolutdy  aKre. 

Sp^^nolet :  Ifaac  feeling  Jacob's  hands; 
Tery  capkaL 

Vdafepicy. :  Many  portraits.  His  genius 
flumes  moft  conipicifoas  in  the  e<|ueftrian 
figure  of  die  Ccmde  Duque  CXsvarib,  prime 
miiMer  of  Philip  the  F^nmh,  whkh  I 
jreally  think  the  beft  portrait  I  ever  beheid : 
I  know  not  which  moft  to  admire;  the 
cjuaro  icarOy  tibe  life  and  fpKit  of  the  rider, 
or  the  natural  po&tion  and  firi  of  the  horfe. 

Another, 
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Anocher^of  a  young  prince  alfo  onhorfeback, 
is  a  beautiful  piece :  the  little  cavalier  fits 
upright^  and  Teems  proud  of  his  exalted 
ftation;  but  the  fix6d  ferious  call  of  his 
features  betrays  the  apprehenfion  he  feels  of 
his  prancing  fteed.  The  water-fell»  of 
Seville,  an  admirable  old  figure;  fome 
women  fpinning;  and  Velafque^  himfelf 
drawing  the  portraits  of  the  royal  family. 

Mengs :  Many  fine  things,  which,  even 
in  this  rare  colle£tion,  do  not  feem  intruders; 
moft  of  them  reprefent  devout  lugubrious 
eveaats,  the  moft  gloomy  of  which,  fuch  as 
the  flagellation  and  crucifixion^  have  been 
chofea  by  the  king  to  adom  his  bed«-diam- 
ber.  Among  the  profane  and  allegoricai 
fubjedshie  has  treated,  I  was  much  delight- 
ed with  four  light  any  genii  over  the  doors^ 
xeprefeating  the  di£ferent  parts  of  the  day. 

The  laft  pictures  I  ihall  mention,  in  order 
to  dofeiny  catalogue  with  edat,  are  an  holy 

family, 
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family,  and  a  Chrift  praying  in  the  gardei), 
by  Correggio,  not  inferior  to  any  of  the 
fmall-fized  works  of  that  child  of  the  graces. 
Of  the  laft-mentioned  piece  I  have  feen  more 
than  one  repetition.  In  the  Ciypodimonte 
collection  near  Naples,  is  one  exadly  (i- 
milar. 

I  have  pafTed  over  many  excellent  pictures 
by  a  crowd  of  Italian  and  Flemiih  painters, 
that  would  hold  the  firft  rank  in  moil  other 
galleries. 

In  the  magazines  and  ftore-*rooms  lie  un- 
forted,  a  number  of  pidiures,  fufficient  to 
furnifti  fuch  another  fuite  of  apartments. 

At  the  bottcmi  of  the  palace-yard  is  an 
old  building,  called  the  Armeria,  contain^ 
ing  a  curious  afibrtment  of  antique  arms 
and  weapons,  kept  in  a  manner  that  would 
have  made  poor  Cornelius  Scriblerus  fwoon 
at  every  ftep ;  no  notable  hbufe-maid  in 
England  has  her  fire-grates  half  fp  bright  as 
thefe  coats  of  mail  j  they  (hew  thofe  of  all 

the 
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the  heroes  that  dignify  the  annals  of  Spain; 
thofc  of  St.  Ferdinand,  Ferdinand  the  Ca- 
tholic, his  wife  Ifabella,  Charles  the  Fifth, 
the   great    captain   Gonfalo,  the   king  of 
Granada,  and  many  others.     Some  fuits  are 
emboiTed  with  great  nicety.     The  temper  of 
the  fword-blades  is  quite   wonderful;   for. 
you  may  lap  them  round  your  wsuft  like  a 
gir^e.     The  art  of  tempering' fteel  in  To- 
ledo, was  loft  about  feventy  years  ago,  and 
the  project  of  reviving,  and  encouraging  it, 
is  one  of  the  favourite  fchemes  of  Charles 
the  Third,  who  has  erefted  proper  works 
for  it  on  the  banks  of  the  Tagus. 

As  the  new  palace  ftands  on  the  brow  of 
a  fteep  hill,  and  is  hemmed  in  very  clofc 
behind  by  the  buildings  of  the  town,  it  be- 
came neceiTary  to  open  a  communication 
with  the  vale  of  Man9anares  below,  that 
his  Majefty '-^ight  go  into  the  country  with- 
out paffing  through  the  whole  city  of  Ma- 
drid. In  order  to  efFeft  this,  a  broad  roa^ 
'     VOL  II.  M  haa 
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has  been  cut»  with  aa  eafy  afceot  from  the 
river  to  the  palace^  adoroed  at  the  foot  c£ 
the  hill  with  a  kind  of  triumphal  arch,  de- 
dicated to  St.  Vincent.  This  expence  might 
have  been  ikved,  a^  well  as  the  many  thou-' 
iands  of  dollars  buried  in  the  vaults  and 
fubftrudions  that  ferve  as  foundations  to 
the  ponderous  mafs  of  buildings  which 
compoie  the  palace^  had  the  kings  thought 
proper  to  re«*buik)  or  embelliih  their  houie 
at  the  Buenretixo,  on  the  hill  eaft  of  Ma- 
drid ^«     Lttfteaid  of  being  crampt  for  room, 

even 

*  The  finifhing  and  fitting  up  of  the  new  palace 
haS|  in  all  probability,  £ived  Madrid  froni  ruki)  by  fix* 
ing  the  court  of  Spain  to  this  fpot.  The  kir^  intend- 
ed to  have  removed  it  br  ever  to  Seville  and  the  foutb- 
crn  provinces,  after  the  fedition  of  Madrid,  when  the 
populace  rofe  in  confequenceof  the  order  for  cleaning 
the  ftreets,  and  the  prohibition  of  flouched  hats  and 
large  cloaks*  His  furprife,  refentment,  and  indig- 
nation, would  certainly  have  induced  him  to  retire 
fpr  ever  from  fo  barbarous  a  metropolis,  to  tlic  milder 
climate  of  Andalufia,  bad  not  his  minifter,  imwilling 

that 
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feveii  fbr  a  i;ralk  or  a  terrace,  they  would 
tHef  e?  hive  had  i.  krge  garden  ready  planted, 
dhd  l^aee  bfeWhd  to  ftretch  out  their  im- 

that  fo  much  treaiure  fhould  have  been  lavifhed  in  the 
improveriitentsof  fhe  ffafaces  ih  CaftiHe  to  no  manner  of 
pmpbk^  and  Idiafth  to  sibandoh  to  deftru<£{roh  fo  many 
darling  creation^  of  hSs  ov^h,  prevailed  on  his  royal 
tnafier  to  conquer  his  anger,  and  alter  his  determi-^ 
nation.  But  the  king  flill  retains  fo  much  fpleen 
againft  Ma^rid^  as  to  diflike  to  fojourn  in  it;  and, 
indeed,  he  efc^pi^'s  fr6ih  it  a$  often  as  decency  will 
sSovr  Mm.  kwas  farcf  at  the  timi,  that  many  per- 
fbns  of  rank  were  mingled  in  dtfgcfife  snnong  the  mob^ 
to  encourage  them  to  proceed  to'  ei^remities  i  biit  this 
feems  a  groundlefs  report.  It  is  very  remarkable,  that 
during  the'greateft  ferment  of  the  fedition,  all  parties 
retired,  as  if  by  mutual  confent,  about  dinner-time,  to 
take  their  ufual  nap  or  meridiaha  j  after  Which  they 
fetuirned  tfa  the  charge  \^th  freAi  vigour,  andredoUbfed 
fury,  rafiimed  iJheiir  cIaiA6Ul:Sy  and  riepeated  tfabir  oiit^' 
rage».  The  i&ilitary  force  imaBy  quelled  the  tumxdt^- 
and  the  king  carried  his  point.  Every  blackguard  now 
loiters,  about  with  his  hat  pinned  up  triangularly  ;  but 
the  moment  he  gets  out  of  town,  and  beyond  the 
Bounds  ot  {he  prociamatibh,  he*  indulges  himfclf  in 
fiapptng  it  dow9  ^^  all  fides. 

M  2  provements 
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:proveine]its  as  many  miles  as  they  could 
wiih.  The  sdr  in  both  fituations  muft  be 
equally  good,  and  for  any  thing  there  b  to 
fee  in  the  adjacent  country,  which  is  the 
only  diflference  the  new  palace  can  boaft  of, 
I  {hould  think  it  rather  a  difadvantage  than 
a  recommendation :  furely  the  view  from 
the  Retiro  towards  the  beft  part  of  the 
city,  with  a  full  command  of  the  public 
walks^  b  much  grander  and  more  agreeable 
than  a  ftretch  over  twenty  leagues  of  ill  cul- 
tivated, depopulated  hills« 

The  palace  of  the  Buenretiro  is  now  ftript 
of  all  its  beft  pidures  and  furniture.  The 
builitings  are  poor,  and  unworthy  of  a  fo- 
vereign,  fo  that  few  parts  of  it  could  have 
been  preferved  in  any  judicious  plan.  The 
only  remarkable  things  about  it  are  the 
theatre,  where  Farinelli  fang  before  a  court, 
which  he  may  be  faid  to  have  governed  as 
prime  minifter ;'  a  bronze  itatue  of  Charles 
the  Fifth;  atid  an  equeftrian  one  of  Philip  the 

Fourth, 
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Fourth,  caft  by  Tacca  at  Florence;  the 
pofture  of  the  horfe  curvetting,  fupported 
by  his  hind  feet  and  tail,  is  very  ingenious; 
and  it  appears  difficult  to  conceive  bow  the 
artift  could  contrive  to  preferve  the  equili* 
^um  of  fudi  a  mais,  entirely  thrown  out 
of  its  perpendicular.  The  gardens  are  agree- 
able, and  open  to  the  public;  one  of  the 
great  ornaments  of  Madrid,  is  the  fine  iron 
railing  diat  divides  them  from  the  walks 
of  the  Prado,  and  the  road  up  the  hill  to 
the  gate  of  Alcala,  a  new  arch  defigned  by 
Sabatini ;  this  gate  is  rather  heavy,  but 
perhaps  its  fituation  requires  the  parts  to  be 
very  folid,  in  order  to  produce  a  grand  ef- 
fect from  the  proper  point  of  view;  at 
leail  it  enfures  to  them  an  almoft  eternal 
duration.; 

In  the  fhallow  vale  between  the  Retiro. 
and  the  town,  which  has  not  the  leaft  fub- 
urb  of  any  kind  belonging  to  it,  the  prefent 
king  has  finiihed  the  Prado,  which  in  a  few 
years,  provided  they  manage  the  trees  pro- 
M  3  pcriy. 
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perly,  will  be  o|ie  of  the  fincfe  walks  in  the 
lYorld.  It3  length  an4  hreadtli  ve  gg^^ 
tl^^  avenues  drawn  in  fix  inteUigent,  noblp 
fljle,  the  foot-paths  wide  aqd  neat:,  the 
iro.n  railing  an4  done  feats  done  in  a  gnm4 
e^^p^niive  manner«  All  t)ie  coac^os  in  Ma^ 
drill  drive  in  t^e  .  rii)g  here ;  and  though 
the  abfence  pf  the  coiurt  leflT? ns  tl^e  appear- 
ance more  than  two  thirds,  yet  laft  i^ght  I 
counted  tvfo  hundred  carriages  fellowiing 
each  pther.  On  the  declivity  pf  the  R^tiro, 
t^ey  mean  to  plant  a  bptanical  g»4f  n* 

The  view  from  this  walk  is,  as  it  ihoiild 
h^,  confined;  for  the  winds  are  fo  iharp 
and  boifterous,  and  the  Uxidfcape  fo  horrid 
all  round  the  city,  that  no  place  of  public 
refort  could  be  cgmfpittable,  unlefs  it  were, 
like  this,  fhutin  from  all  diftant  views,  and 
ihelt«]:ed  by  the  hills  fpom  the  blaifts  that 
fweep  over  the  highlaxidiB'  of  Caftille,  To 
the  weft,  i^  has  the  fowu,^  the  three  principal 
ftreeta  pf  ^hich  terminate  in  the  Pradoj 

tbefc 
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thcfe  are  three  noble  openings,  excellently 
paved,  and  clean  even  to  a  nicety,  indeed 
fo  are  moft  of  the  ftreets  of  Madrid  fince 
the  edid  for  paving  and  cleaning  them;  the 
foreigners  that  rcfided  here  before  that  time, 
fliudder  at  the  very  recollection  of  its  former 
filth,  SomQ  of  the  natives  regret  the  old 
ftinks  and  naftinefs,  as  they  pretend  that  the 
air  of  Madrid  is  fo  fubtile,  as  to  require  a  pro- 
per mixture  of  grofler  effluvia  to  prevent  its 
pernicious  effe^s  upon  the  conftltution.  The 
extremes  of  cold  and  heat  are  aftonifhing  in 
this  place,  and  the  winds  fo  fearching,  that 
all  the  Spaniards  wear  leathern  under* 
waiftcoats  to  preferve  ttheir  chefts,  for  they 
pervade  every  other  kind  of  clothing.  In 
fumilier  the  duft  is  intolerable. 

To  the  eaft  and  north  the  heights  of  the 
Retire  defend  the  Prado  from  cold.  The 
Walk  extends  from  the  gate  of  Saint  Barbara 
%p  that  of  Atocha,  and  there  joins  an  older 
avenue  of  trees,  v/hich  reaches  down  to  the 
M  4  '  new 
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new  canal  and  the  banks  of  the  Man^anar^. 
This  canal  is  a  late  undertaJdng,  that  has 
hitherto  anfwered  very  well:  near  two 
leagues  of  it  down  the  valley  is  navigable; 
and  the  tranfporting  of  lime,  ftones,  and 
other  materials  for  building,  the  plantadons^ 
of  mulberries  and  other  trees,  and  the  iale 
of  a  right  of  angling,  have  already  produced 
fome  advantages.  The  king  has  almoft 
completed  his  commimication  highway  be- 
tween the  Aranjuez  road  and  the  gate  of 
Saint  Vincent.  It  crofles  the  ends  of  the 
bridges  called,  on  account  of  the  places 
they  lead  to,  the  bridges  of  Toledo  and 
Segovia ;  they  arc  long/ and  lofty,  but  de- 
corated in  the  moft  wretched  of  all  taftes ; 
many  writers  have  ri^^^^M  them  as  im- 
menfe  piles  of  arches  thrown  over  an  infig- 
nifican;  rivulet,  bi^t  the  tnith  i?^  tl^e  Man- 
^anares  fprnetimes  iwells  ^o  a  great  height, 
and  pours  down  a  terrible  volume  of  water; 
the  fands  it  has  already  wafhed  down  havg 
almoil  cloaked  up  fomc  of  the  arches,  and 

thefe 
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thefe  high  bridges  may  in  time  prove  too 
low  &r  the  Iktle  brook. 

In  the  broken  banks  fouth  of  the  rirer 
are  found  large  quantities  of  pebbles,  called 
Diamonds  of  Saint  Iiidro»  The  lapidaries 
cut  them  like  precious  ftones,  and  ladies  of 
the  firil  fafhion  wear  them  in  their  hair  as 
pins^  or  on  their  fingers  as  rings.  Tfkcy 
have  little  or  no  luftre,  and  a  very  dead 
glaffy  water.  The  value  of  the  heft  rough 
llone  do^s  not  exceed  a  few  pence. 
'  Oppofite  the  new  gate  below  the  palace, 
is  the  royal  park  of  the  Qafa  del  Campo. 
The  villa  is  a  building  of  no  confequence  ; 
the  woods  are  wild  and  pleafant,  though  90t 
fo  extenfive  as  they  might  be  made  with  a 
little  attention:  in  the  court  is  a  grand 
equeftrian  ftatue  of  Philip  the  Third,  by 
John  of  Bologna;  and  in  the  rooms  ai^ 
many  pidtures,  among  others  the  original 
of  Callot's  temptation  of  St.  Anthony.  In 
the  menagery  are  fome  vicunas  or  PeruviaQ 
fliecp,  from  whofe  wool  a  Yqrf  fine*  filkjr 
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cluth  is  wofreii,  and  made  up  info  wiHter 
clothes  without  bemg  dyed ;  it  is  of  a  lidh 
farown  colour,  and  iells  rerf  dcar«. 

LETTER     XLII. 

Madrid,  June  ^  1776. 

IT  has  been  my  conflant  (hidy,  during 
our  tour  round  Spain,  to  note  down 
and  tranfmit  to  you  every  peculiarity  that 
might  throw  light  upon  the  diftindlive  turn 
and.  genius  of  the  nation.  Experience  has 
taught  me  to  look  upon  this  method  as  the 
beft,  and  indeed  the  only  fure  guide  to  the 
knowledge  of  a  people;  but  at  the  fame 
time,  has  made  me  fenfible  how  imperfect 
an  idea  is  to  be  acquired  by  a  tranlitory 
view,  in  a  progrefs  of  a  few  months*  Cut- 
toms  that  ftruck  me  at  firft  as  unaccountable,- 
from,  my  ignorance  of  motives  and  fitu- 
ations^  have  frequently  fince  appeared  to  me 
not  only  proper  and  rational,  but  abfolutely 
fa;«pLUch  in  the  common  courfe  of  things, 
^.      '        •  that 
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.that  I  hftv?  wondered  how.  I  came  to  piit 
them  down  as  ^Ktr^ordinary.  The  miftake* 
I  h^ve  found  myfelf  guilty  of  in  fevcral  little 
:Teniarlw  made  in  th^  firft  part  of  my  jour*, 
ney,  haje  rendered  toe  very  cautious  of 
deciding « upon  matters, .  where  I  could  not 
come  it  a  knowledge  of  their  caufea*    I 
therefore  very  early   feamed    to  iniftruft 
XQj  ienfes,  and  applied  where  I  estpcfQedto 
have  my  49^1^5  r^folved,  and  the  reifons 
of   mpde9  and  ufage^  explained    to  mc. 
Accordingly  I  opiitted  no  opportunity  of 
draw:ing  infoirmation  from  the  natives  of  a3X 
3ranl;s;,  from  ftranger^  loQg  eftaUifhed  in 
^p^ift,  and  frosm  thofc  who>  having  refided 
but  a  few  yea;?^  here,  were  more  likely  to 
b^  fwfible.  C3(f.  the  fmguJarities  of  the  nar- 
tiorul  dUpofitioEu     I  cannot  fey  my  endca- 
yom:&  have  be^n  crowned  with  much  iuc*- 
C€;fs^     Were  I  to  draw  thq  pi<am:e  of  the: 
Sp^piards  from,  the  manifjpU  iketches:  tracodi 
by  thqi  CjOittntrynien,  every  province  in  the, 

kingdom 
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kingdom  would  in  its  turn  appear  a  Para- 
dife,  and  a  Pandaemonium,  a  feat  of  holy 
iptrits,  and  a  recqitadc  of  malicious  deviL* ; 
the  moBt  contiadi£t<ny  accounts,  enforced 
by  the  moft  pofitive  aileverations,  hare  been 
repeatedly  given  me  of  the  fame  places.  I 
have  often  found  the  virtue  cme  province 
prides  itfdf  in,  as  being  the  fpecific  maik 
of  its  inhabitants,  not  only  refufed  them  by 
a  ndg^bouring  country,  but  the  very  oppo^ 
fite  vice  impofed  upon  them  as  thdr  charac- 
teriftic.  The  Engliih,  French,  and  other 
foreigners,  living  in  Spain,  are  in  general  but 
indifiEbrently  qualified  to  decide  upon  thef^ 
matters :  as  long  as  they  retain  the  preju^ 
dices  they  brought  from  homeagainfl  every 
thing  thai  clafhes  with  their  native  cufloms, 
they  are  but  partial  judges ;  and  when  once 
they  fall  into  the  ways  of  the  place  where 
commerce  has  fixed  their  lot^  diey  become 
fuch  thorough-paced  Spaniards,  that  they 
ean  nrfther  perceive  the  particul?uitics  you^ 
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ipeak  to  them  of,  nor  alSgn  reafone  for  ufea 
that  ore  grown  habitual  to  them.    . 

As  I  am  not  afh^med  to  acknowledge  my 
infufficiencyi  I  frankly  confefs  it  is  not  in 
my  power  to  give  what  you  may  think  a 
fcitisfa£tory  charader  of  the  Spaniards, 
Were  I  inclined  to  flatter  my  felf-love,  I 
might  add,  that  I  do  not  efteem  any  of 
thofe  who  have  already  written  on  the  fub- 
jed,  much  better  qualified  than  myfelf. 
What  I  can  venture  to.  fay,  amounts  to  very 
little. 

The  Catalonians  appear  to  be  the  moft  ac- 

dve,  ftirring  fet  of  men,  the  beft  calculated 

for  bufinefs,  travelling,  and  manufaaories. 

The  Valencians  a  more  fuUen,  fedate  race, 

bett^  adapted  to  the  occupations  of  huf- 

bandmen,  lefs  eager  to  change  place,  and  of 

a  much  more  timid,  fufpicious  caft  of  n>ind 

t^  the  former.     The  Andalufians  *  feem 

to 

♦  AndalufiS  is  derived  from  the  Arabic,  and  mjcans  a 

dark  ivtning  weftern  iv^ntry.    It  was  a  name  ^generally 

'^c-yi  given 
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to  me  the  great  talkers  and  rodomontadoed 
of  Spain.  The  Gaftillians  have  a  manly 
franknefs,  and  lefs  appe^ance  df  cunning 
and  deceit.  The  new  CaftiUians  are  per- 
haps the  leaft  induflriotis  of  the  whole  na- 
tion ;  the  old  CaftiUians  are  laborious,  and 
retain  more  of  ancient  fimplicity  of  man- 
ners; both  are  df  a  firm,  determined  fpirit. 
I  take  the  Arragonefe  to  be  a  mixture  of  thef 
CaftiUians  and  Catalonians,  rather  inclining 
to  the  former.  The  Bifcayners  are  acute 
and  diligent,  fiery,  and  impatient  of  con- 
trol ;  more  refembling  a  ccdony  of  repub- 
licans, than  a  province  of  an  abfdute  mo-^ 
nvchy.  The  Gaficians  are  a  plodding, 
pains-Haking  race  of  mortals,  that  roam  oVejf 
Sp^m  iti  fearch  of  an  hardly-earned  fubfift- 
ence. 

The  liftlefs  indolence  equally  dear  fo  the 

given  by  the  Saracens  to  all  Spain,  and  agrees  with  that 
of  Hefperia^  which  it  was  known  by  among  the 
Gredts, 

tmcivilized 
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nucivillzed  farage,  and  to  the  degenerate 
flavc  of  ddTpotifm^  is  no  where  moi«  in- 
dulged than  in  Spain  ^  dKmfknds  of  men  in 
^11  parta  of  the  realm  ajrc  fecn  to  pa&  their 
whole  day^  wrapped  up  m  a  cloak,  iland*- 
ii^  in  rows  againft  a  wall,  or  dofmg  under 
a  tree.  In  total  want  of  every  exciteinent 
to  a^kion,  the  fprings  of  their  mtelleffeual 
fjftcuities forget  to  play,  their  riews  grow 
CO@»fined  within  the  wretched  fphrfe  of  nrere 
exiftence,  and  they  fearce  feem  to  hope  or 
fbrefee  any  thing  better  than  their  prefent 
ftat^  of  vegetation ;  they  feel  little  or  no 
concern  for  the  welfare  or  glory  of  a  coun- 
try, where  the  furface  of  the  earth  is  en- 
grofled  by  a  few  over-grown  families,  who 
fehfom  beftow  a  thought  on  the  condition 
of  their  vaffiils.  The  poor  Spaniard  does 
tjot  work,  imlefe  urged  by  irrefiftible  want,. 
becaufe  he  perceives  no  advantage  accrue 
from  induftry.  M  his  food  and  raiment 
are  purchafed  at  a  frndOE  expettce,  he  fpends. 
3  no 
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no  more  time  in  labour,  than  is  abiblutety 
n^reflarj  for  procuring  the  fcanty  pfovifion 
his  abftemioufhefs  requires^  ,  I  hsLve  heard  a 
peafant  refufe  to  run  an  errand,  becaufe  he 
had  that  morning  earned  as  much  ahready 
as  would  laft  him  the  day,  without  putting 
himfelf  to  any  further  trouble. 

Yet  I  am  convinced  that  this  lazinefs  is 
not  eifentially  inherent  in  the  Spanifh  com-* 
pofition  ;  for  it  is  impoflible,  without  feeing 
them,  to  conceive  with  what  eagemefs  they 
purfue  any  favourite  f<;heme,  with  what  vio- 
lence their  pailions  work  upon  them,  and 
what  vigour  and  exertion  of  powers  they 
difplay  when  awakened  by  a  buU-feaft,  or 
the  more  conilant  agitation  of  gaming,  a 
vice  to  which  they  are  fuperlatively  ad- 
di£led.  Were  it  again  poffible,  by  an  intelli^ 
gerit,  fpirited  adminiilration,  to  fet  before 
their  eyes,  in  a  clear  and  forcible  manner, 
proper  incitements,  to  activity  and  induftry, 
the  Spaniards  might  yet  be  roufed  from  their 
I  lethargy, 
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letbargy^  and  kd  to  riches  and  deputation  j 
but  I  confefs  the  ta(lk  iijfo  difficulty  that  I 
look'  uppn  it  rather  as  an  Utopian  idea,  thkn 
as  a  revolution  likely  ever  to  take  place. 

Their  foldiets  are  brav^^  arid  patient  o£ 
hardihips ;  wherever  their  offic^ets  lead  them 
thej  will  follow*. Without  flinching,  thbugh 
it  be  up  to  the  mouth  pf  a  battelT;  ^^  ^^^'^ 
non ;  but  unlefs  the  example  be  given  them 
by  their  comiriftucferv  not  a  .ftep  will  they 
ady^ancdi         ,..    ^ 

Moft  of  the  Spaniards  are  hardy ;  and^ 
when  once  'engagcdi  go  through  difficulties^ 
without  .murmuring^  bear  the  inclemencies 
of  the  feafons  with  firmiiefs,  and  fupport 
fatigue  with  anl»zirig  perfeverancd  .  They 
Qccp  fevery;  iaight  in  their  cloaks  oii  the 
ground  j  are  fpadng  in  diet,  perhaps  ijdord 
from  a  fenfe  of  habitUal  indigence^  thad 
from  any:  averfion  to  gluttony  j  whenever 
they  can  fiQt  in  the  plenty  of  another  manV 
table,  they  will  gormandize  to  excefs^  and, 

VoLi  n«  N  tot 
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not  cohWrit  tvith  feitliig  thlelr  611^  y}\Xi  carry 
bff  whatever  Aey  cin  ftuff  ihto  thdr  poc- 
kets. I  have  mbre  than  once  been  a  T^^itoeTs 
to  the  pilfetge  o£  k  fupper^  by  the  numerous 
btaux  And  admirets  v^hich  \ht  ladits  lead 
irfter  therti  in  triumph^  Wherevtfrthty  are  ^•. 
vit^d.  They  are  fottd  bf  fpfcfcs^  and  fo*efc 
eat  any  thing  ^vithout  lk]&ci}i)  j^tiorft^  dt 
garlic)  they  delight  m  v^n^  thiittiiflx^  (httfi^ 
c^  the  pitched  (kin,  zfid  of  oS  that  has  k 
rank  fmell  and  tafle ;  indeed,  the  fame  o9 
feedd  their  lahip,  fwims  in  6ieir  pottage^  and 
drefles  their  fidlad':  ininios the  lighted  lamp 
k  frequently  handed  down  to  the  table,  thaft 
each  man  may  take  the  Quantity  be  cho^fe^ 
Much  tobacco-  is  wf^d  4?y  thein  in  TiaSilattg 
and  chewing. :  iM  tbefe  5idt>  dryiYiig  Mnd8  df 
foqd^  :coi-6pera0n^  tpJth  t^e  .^chliig  ^qtta*. 
Uticfs  of  the  ijtdko^lieife;  are  dBigned  ib 
eaitfes  Of  the  fpui  nakt  xX  the  xommoili 
pbopie  m  Spa^  iirheke  ibe  fitlila  and  tte 
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kn-tes^i^  are  almeft  the  ioAly  well-fed^ 
pdrtly  figurt*  to  be  ttiet  t^th. 

The  Spanifli  is  by  no  means  naturally 
a  ferious,  mciancholy  nation :  mifery  and  dif- 
content  have  caft  a  gloom  over  them,  in^ 
ei^&afed,  no  doubt,  by  the  long  habk  of  dif-^ 
trurfl  and  terror  infpired  by  the  inquifition  } 
yet  every  village  ftill  refounds  with  the 
mufic  of  voices  and  guitars  ;  and  their  fairs 
and  Sunday  wakes  are  remaricably  noify  and 
riotous.  They  talk  louder,  and  argue  with 
more  vehemence  than  even  the  French  or 
Italians,  and  gefticulate  with  equal,  if  not 
fiaperior  eagernefs.  In  Catalonia  the  young 
tnen  are  expert  at  ball ;  and  every  village  has 
ita  Pelota  ot  ground  for  playing  at  fives; 
but  irk  the  foutibi  of  Spain^  I  never  perceived 
tiiat  like  inhabitants  ufed  any  particular  ex- 
crcUe.  I  am  told,  that  in  the  ifland  of 
Majorca  they  ftill  wield  the  fling,  for  which 
their  anceftors,  the  BaleardSy  were  fo  much 
renowned* 

K  a  Like 
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th^y  arc  freed  irom  all  .appraliepiSoju  <£ 
damnation  in  a  fittur^  ftate  ^  and  ind^edy 
from  any  great  concern  about  ^e  moral 
duties  of  thi^  life.  The  burning  rzei^li  ^«^i»cfe 
diftingulfl^  their  anq$^r$  ab^ve  therdt 
of  th«:  Qtthdig  wcnrld^ .  apf^ears  to  hkvfs  loft 
»u<;h  of  itP  adivityt  aod^  redly  faana 
.m^ly  ^tingui^dt  I(  U  hvd  to  aforibe 
bouad^  %^  thie  <?bange»  *  otafiy^ifteady^anft 
|>0pu}ar  m^SAfch  might  Jisakq  iii  CKsd^ 
fisfticai  joatteissc^  Thej  iindmcoifa  betmyfed 
by  tke  wfaolis  nation  at^the  'M  of  the  feluit^ 
^  a  ilrong'pibbf  of  thttix  fie&nt  tndifSsKciee; 
Tbofe&tbJers^  the  flaoft  poti^iirfial  body  ^Udo 
tn  tbe  kingd(i«^  the  iPukrsiDf  the  palace^ 
and  the  dsfpots  of  the  icpttage^  thi^:^&t:GQ* 
ttam  of  tfarjQ<tenfcigiicc»  imd  jdi^pofcirr  >  rf  th^ 
jBbortune  Q(fi  tryieiy  rank  of  ''men,  we»'-aU 
^eiecd  m  >6»eiini^t,  by idelachments  M  Ibk 
dietSj  iibnied  Uke  imle&ttocia  to  llife  fea^ 
^o?t6|  and  %voAioi  fer  lOvtir  from  the^  reaiffii^ 
.wii^outtbe  leaft  i;e(tflanoe'to>4^  royai  man-. 

^^  date 


,  We  |5M»n4  tl^e  common  people  inoffenfi vp, 
if  |j€|t  ,<:ivil ;  an4  h?kyiag  aeyer  had  an  Qp- 
I^I^Qr  <^  fe^iftg  wkneffes  to  toy  of  their 
escefTea,  can  fay  nothing  of  tl^eir  violefit 
jeabiify  or  reyenge,  which  are  points  mc^ 
vmtere  on  Spgiohave  expitiated  u]^on  with 
^^at  [ileafurei  I  helieve  in  this  line,  as  well 
tos'im^aifty  Others,  their  had  as  well  as  good 
Qualities  hare  heen  magnified  many  degrees 
i^bcn^the  truth. 

1%e  moft  furious  example  of  paflion  and 
^ruel^  that  l  heard  of,  happened  a  few 
years  ago  at  San  Lucan  A  Carmelite  friar 
fell  deiperately  in  love  with  a  young  woman, 
to  whom  he  Was  confeflbr.  He  tried  every 
art  of  fcdttdion  his  defires  could  fuggeft  to 
him-;  but,.to  his unfpeakable  vexation,  found 
•her  -virtue  or  indifference  proof  againft 
all  his  •  machinations.  His  defpair  was 
K  4  heightened 
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heightened  to  a  pitch  of  madne&y  tfpot^ 
hearing  that  fhc  was  foon  to  be  married  to  a 
perfon  of  her  own  rank  in  life*  The  furies 
of  jealoufy  feized  his  foul,  and  worked  him 
Up  to  the  moft  barbarous  of  all  determina-i 
tibns,  that  of  depriving  hi^  rival  of  the  prize, 
by  putting  ^n  end  to  her  exiftenee*  He 
chofe  Eafter  week  for  the  perpetration  of 
his  crime.  The  unfufpefting  girl  came  to  th« 
ponfeffional^  and  poured  o^it  her  foul  at  hi$ 
feet  J  her  innocence  feryed  oiJy  to  inflaime 
his  rage  (he  more,  an4  to  confirm  l\\m  in 
his  bloody  purpofe,  Jle  gave  her  abfplutioii 
dnd  the  facrament  with  his  own  hands,  as  his 
Joye  detcped  hin^  fro|n  inurdex;Jng  h^r^h^^Qx^ 
he  thought  file  was  purified  froin  all  ftain  of 
fiHj  and  her  foql  fit  to  take  its  flight  to  the 
fxibunal  of  its  Creator;  but  his  jealouiy 
?«id  reyen^e  urged  him  to  piurfue  her  5lowa 
the  church,  and  p!^§^  his  dagger  in  her 
heart,  aa  fhe  tume4  roimd  to  piake  a  genui-t 
flc^on  to  the  «ltar*    He  was  immediately 

feized. 
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feized,  aad  fpon  condemned  to  die  ;  but  left 
his  '  ignominious  execution  fhoiild  r^e& 
difhonour  on  a  religious  oirder,  which  boafts 
of  having  an  aunt  of  the  king  of  Francq 
among  its  members,  his  fentence  was  changed 
into  perpetual  labour  among  the  galleyw. 

IJayes  of  PortoricOr 

^ 

The -national  qualiti^,  good  and  bad,' 
«onfpkuoU3  in  the  lower  clafies  of  m^Ei,  are 
eafily  traced,  and  very  difcernible  in  thofe 
of  higher  rank  j  for  their  education  is  too 

much  negleded,  their  ^  minds  too  little  en-? 
lightened  by  ftijidy  or  comiyiunicatioa  with 
other  nations,  to  rub  off*  the  general  ruft, 
with  which  the  Spanifh^  genius  has^  for 
above  an  age,  been,,  as  *it  were,  incruftated. 
The  public  Jchool^  and  unlverfities  are  in 
?^  defpi6*^t)le  ftate  of  Jgnqr^nce  and  irregu^ 
Jarity,  Sdmie:  feeble  hope  of  future  refor- 
Jnado^  i?  indulged  by  patriots  j  but  time 

mufl; 


.;•>  ••   •  -Tho 

'  ^  Sjppe  I  left  Spai%;ixfi9ni|  )ui  taken  fhce  in  die 
great  fotleses,  notwi^ftanding  ji  ftr^enupus  oppofidon* 
In  1 771  Cedillas  had  already  been  iflued  out  for  vifiting 
and  examining  the  great  foundations ;  ^  his  majefty 
had  been  Mormed.  of  ^  die  decline  of  the  Umreriities 
frrii\y«nacemury»a^diegfeat'iiArdmlluthtt;)  crept 
im^^^eif  |:o^tM^4€|ni9, jj^i^ V ^^  mit^femritlM) M 
fpn^  s^mong  other  litcf^  bodies,  to  thc^gtcat  pf ejudi<;e 
of  public  education,  and  of  the  ftate.  The  Cedula  (or 
the  reformation  is  fignedin  April,  1777.  The  colleges 
tobff  refonned  ore,  Santa  '<!ni2s  in  ValladcJid,  -Saint 
Ilfi^f<piC>  in^  Mcf^  Sgjot  <Bw:tlMlop}^  S«r  Salvador 
de<>vied9^  Santiagade.Cfji?pa|,  and  Sai}ti^4el  Ai"3W^ 
bifpo,"  in  Saljunanca.  Thefe  fix  cpUjeges  were  linked 
together  in  a  AriSt  union,  and  formed  a  more  powerful 
and  eoinpia  body  dian  the  jfefuits.  -Theyliad  fufficieht 
ioteitttio  procure  fe^^tikeir^own  meinlbefs  tnatt  of  die 
£^.tjhii^s  in  ch^lr<^'ftate,Mddlail:a' m^ors^in 
every^cQjjneil  and  tribunal,  qf  Spain.  Inft^d  pf  main* 
twining  poor  fcholars  and  profeffors,  their  immenfe  rents, 
tythes,  and  dues,  were  portioned  out  among  themfelyes. 

They 


Tkt  wign»  of  Chwl«4  the  Tifiii  «id  Hbi-t 
Up  thi^  $4C094|jmare  tbe  tlme^iQif  great:  men 
aodfiood  aittlMv^,  Ae  Spinifti  Aligttftani^l 
^  timtiflliitodba  lew  jears  tinder  Pfai%  i3m 
"niird.  $tncetbc4«d%p9H  if^ilElculttopciiit 
Q^Rt.  .»py  prigia^  work  of  leanjaflg  or  meril^ 
«fi^t  thofc;  of  Cervameft  imiJ  fe  Vega,  who 
forviTcrf  the.r«ft  af  the  gem»f»  <tf  that 
period 

^  i^itherto  the  wacadenu^s,  and  foqietks  of 
friends  to  their  coimtry^  the  Amigos  del  pais^ 
^ve  gone  oix  but  flowly  in  their  injprove- 
meats  in  literature  and  agriculture.  I  doubt 
they  have  not  yet  got  into  a  proper  method; 
for  they  undertake  many  things,  and  finifli 
none.  Their  great*  didtion»y  is  a  glaring 
proof  of  pvy  aflertion^  There  is  now  in 
hand  an  edition  of  Ppn  Qmxote^  with  prints 

They  are  reduced  to  their  original  inftitutions  :  their 
old  ftatutes  are  confirmed,  or  new  modelled  to  the  times ; 
and  poverty,  which  for  many  years  had  been  a  fure  plea 
for  escclufion,  is  reftored  to  it3  primitive  claim. 

taken 
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taken  from  original  drawkigsi^dF  the  dreflea 
and  hmdfcape^  of  the  cbunuy,  which  hte 
onployed  ;^  the  beft  engravers  Ibar  fome^ 
tttlie',paft.  ^-  The  wojrks  of  Calderoa  have 
lieeili' lately  reprinted  s  and  a  new  edi- 
^n  of  Lopez -de -la  Vega  J  on  excellent 
l^raper,  and  with  very  fine  types,^  is  in  great 
Ibi^ardnefc;  Ptlriling  feeing  of  late  to  be 
the  branch  they  moft  excel  in.  ^         ^ 

' '  "^he  catafogtie  of  -living  aikhbrs  is  con- 
♦fined  to  a  very-  fmall  number.  •  *  *  • 
""Don  Francifco  Perez  fiiiygi^,^  preceptor  to 
the  infants,  and  afchdeacon  of  Valencia, 
'liiay  be 'placed  ih' the  firft  line  of  Spaniffi 
literati.  'He  is  aiifhor  of  a  differtation  on 
4he  Pheilictan  language,  added' to  the  tranf- 
Ution  of  Siftuft'bylhe  infant  Dbn  Gabriel. 
He  is  a  man  of  karnlrig;  a  very  good  Greek 

and  Latin  fcholar,  well  acq^uainted  with  the 

•     ■    •     .  i  !        .•'•:■ 

*  This  wor^f:  Jias  fince  appearcdj,  and  doc$  great;  ho-? 
nour  to  the  Editors  and  Printers . . 

Hebrew 


'Jiebrew  and  AraHc  t(Ji%ft®,  2»id  iflorcovir  a 
modeft  n^iii  of>  friendly  and  communic&tivft 
difpcsriiUon ;  he  has^  travelled  through.  Italy^ 
and  acquired  more  enlarged  notions  with 
refpefl:  to  foreigners,  th?in  u&ally  fall  to  th* 
fllare  of  the  Spaniards, 

Pon  Gregdrio  Mayaris  y  Sifcar,  of  Valeil- 
cia,  forifterly  librariaii  at  Madrid^  and  noT* 
an  honorary  -^/ctf/<{/^  de  corte^  is  likewife.a 
fcholar^  c£  gr»t  losDwledge  and  liberal 
ientiments.  lie  has  publifhed  feverai  edl^ 
tions  of  claffic  authors,  grammars,  diffr- 
lations,  trafts  and  commentaries  on  the  civil 
law,  a  life  of  Cervantes,  ^  Dean  Martin 
and  others. 

Don  Miguel  Cafiri's  Bibliotheca  Hifp* 
Efcurial,  certainly  entitles  him  to  fome 
merit  in  the  knowledge  of  Oriental  litera- 
ture. He  is  of  a  Syromaronitc  fiimily, 
from  mount  Libanon,  but  born  at  Tripoly, 
and  educated  in  the  Maronite  college  at 
Home. 

Don 


"D&a.  Pedro  Rodriguez  Cimpeman^, 
fifcal  of  the  couAtU  of  Caftille,  b  Ukewife 
A  /man  of  IttterSi  He  has  publifhed  fbmt^ 
thing  on  mdft  fubje^  in  and  oat  of 
lui  profefl^on,  from  Gkmj  de  p^as  y 
cammSf  to  tranflations  of  Arabic  and  Gred& 
He  aififted  tlie  C(nide  de  iWahda  in  e)^lUng 
the  Jefmts,  and  feema  wefl  inclined  to 
reform  the  other  reKgiouaibcietied.  Tlii» 
has  made  liim  many  ecdefiaAical  enenuea  ;* 
aD4  U  b  Md,  he  has  1)een  admooifhed  by 

thtf 

*  Freedom  of  fpeech  on  religious  matten  lud  rifeit 
to  fuch  an  height  in  the  coffee-hotifes  of  Madrid,  that 
at  laft  it  reached  the  ears  of  the  king^  who  ient  for  the 
Ixlquifitor  general,  whom  he  reproached  with  his  fupine<^ 
tiefs  in  a  concern  of  fe  Important  a  nature.  The  bifliop 
ai^rtd,  thtthe  loobtd  up<^  hi*  office  a»  next  to  12  line^ 
cure ;  not  iMCVing  t^y  ^i^feifbition.of  fiipport  froift  gb^ 
Vernmen%  flxould  iie  fitteoipt  to  oxcit  M$  anldbovky*  Tht 
king  gave  him  fuch  aiTuxances  of  being  feconded  by  the 
fecular  arm,  that  the  holy  office  feized  upon  an  advocate 

tried 
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the  laqiiiMcfi)  ^hich)  to  the  gfe^t  afttmHI^^ 
mdat  of  all  the  worlds  has^^  iMety  acquired 
frefli  ftttngt^^  when  mod  people  wert 
tempted  to  think  it  had  loft  Its  fting.  P«r^ 
haps  it  is  but  a  laft  effort  befote  its  final  diffi>- 
itition.  The  fiTcal  is  of  an  aiftive,  enterprifing 
genius ;  he  his  lately  publiiflied  five  or  fix 
volumes  tS  iH*fdigefted-  toateitah  fyr  thfe 
iMprdvementbf  hiscountrjr.     Many  of  ^s 

tried  UM  fer  fpeakli^  againft  pui^itoiy^  aikid  con* 
det^ii^diihn  toilet  year$  anipiifoitnieiit  in  a  convent. 
They  might  as  well  have  hanged  him  ;  fer  ijieisfainy 
that  follows  every  accufation  before  that  tribunal,  evqai 
when  the  accufed  is  declared  Innocenli,  is  fo  great  in  the 
efe%  xtf  M.  p^rfotrs  whatever^  that  a  tntti  <tf  snyfpmt 
llad  hcftbc  be  de^d  than  tintt  1^  tn  the  eftee^  of  die 
public.  In  order  to,  make  a  £^lay  of  their  revived 
powder,  'the  inctuifition  fummoned  many  great  officers 
and  others,.  fafpe£ted  of  free-thinkfng,  to  attend  the 
Hia],  and  be  witnefles  of  the  impartiality  and  canifid 
bchavionrof  Ae  coixtt^  and  ^t  Hit  fame  time,  of  its  it- 
lUudoli  to  tttf(trce$e8  a^thiijr^  byi:hal%ifement. 

.0  fcbemds 


4oB    Travels  thaovgh  trAivj, 

fdiemes.  are  good,  but  he  dafbes  awiy  sd 
fevery  thing  La  a  bt)ld,  loofe  mariner*  :  Th^ 
origin  bf    theffe  books  was  a  fmall  tradrj 
called  Induilria  popular,  which  has  brought 
forth  four  others,  each  three  time^  as  big 
as  its  parent,  under  the  denomination  of 
^mdixes^  educatim^  and  fecond  appendixes^ 
He  is  perhaps  the  Ableft  and  mod  difinte*^ 
ifefted  lawyer  in  Spain,  a  country  where 
every  civil  and  criminal  procefs  is  deter- 
.  mined  by  weight  of    metal  and  intereft^ 
which  they  term  Enipenos.   When  a  fcrvant 
of  tiOird  G.'s  was  wantonly  murdered  by  ah 
invalid  foldier,  the  fecretary  of  ftate  told  his 
lordfliip,  that  if  iie  chofe  to  have  the  offender 
hanged,  there  would  be  no  difficulty,  as  a 
jpoor  foldier  could  have  no  friends  to  apply 
or  make  empenos  for  him*     In  cafes  likd 
thefe,  jufiice  may  fomedmes  take  its  courfe^ 
if  they  are  not  too  lazy  to  execute  it* 

Don  Antonio  Ponz  is  publifibing  a  tour 
through  Spain,  in  which  he  enters  ijjto  very 

jproliji 
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prolix  details  j  but  as  he  writes  for  the  in-^ 
flru^kioa  of  his  countiymen,  whom  the 
objed:s  he  treats  of  ought  principally  to  in* 
tereft,  his  minutenefs  cannot  be  imputed  to 
him  as  a  fault.  His  obfervations  have  al« 
ready  produced  fome  good  efFe£ts  in  cor-  ' 
reding  abufes,  fuggefting  ufeful  works,,  and 
refoirmiag  the  vicious  tafte  of  the  Spaniards 
in  many  points  of  architedure. 

Don  Antonio  Ulloa,  who,  in  company 
with  the  late  Don  George  Juan,  travelled 
into  Peru  to  affift  the  French  academicians 
in  afcertaining  the  figure  of  the  globe,  pubr 
iiflied  an  account  of  their  tour  j  he  has  al- 
io '  given  a  treatife  upon  the  native  Indians 
of  South  America ;  in  which  he  has  de- 
graded their  capacities  and  fentiments  almoft 
to  a  level  with  the  inftind  of  the  brute 
fpecics. 

Mr.  Bowles,  though  not  a  Spaniard,  is 
certainly  to  be  ranked  among  the  Spanifh 
writers ;  his  natural  hiftory  of  Spain,  though 

VOL.  II.  Q  rather 
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rather  an  introduQion,  and  an  aflemblage 
of  diflertations^  than  a  complete  work,  has 
opened  the  career,  and  I  hope  will  excite 
other  perfons  learned  in  the  fecrets  of  Nature^ 
to  impart  to  the  pubfic'  their  difco^eries 
in  the  lame  ftudy.  Spain  is  fo  rich  in  all 
articles  of  natural  hiftory,  that  it  alone  afi<Mrds 
as  much  matter  for  fuch  a  work  as  many 
other  kingdoms  put  together. 

I  do  not  Imow  whether  I  ought  to  mention 
Medina  Conde,  though  a  very  learned  man. 
He  began  his  excavations  in  1 734,  and  all  the 
infctiptions  he  publifhed,  except  a  few  Ro- 
rtian  ones,  are  arrant  forgeries.    Bayer,  and 
the   French   Benediftine   monks  of   Saint 
Maur,  helped  to  deteS  him.    I  do  not  find 
he  had  iny  other  objeA  in  view,  than  hopes 
of  preferment ;  to  fecure  the  king  and  his 
confeflbr,  he  forged  the  fentiments  o£  ah 
ancient  council,  whidh  eftablifhes  the  doc- 
trine of  an  immaculate  conception  of  the 
Virgin  Mary.     He  was  alfo  concerned  fcfr 

the 
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the  clergy  In  the  famous  law-fuit  of  the  Vdtb' 
de  Santiago,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
fuccind  account.  In  the  year  938  AbdoUl- 
rahman,  the  third  king  of  Cordova,  made  * 
an  irruption  ipto  Caftille,  and  by  the  rapidity . 
of  his  progrefe,  and  the  multitude  tof  hid 
troops,  threatened  the  Chriftians  with  titter 
deftrudion.  In  this  emergency  Ramiro 
the-  Second,  king  of  Lton,  implored  the  fuc- 
cour  of  Saint  James  the  apoftle,  and  vifited 
his  tottib  at  Compoftella,  in  folemn  peniten- 
tial procefEon.  The  clergy  have,  by  all 
manner  of  ways,  endeavoured  to  prove, 
that  in  thankful  remembrance  of  Santiago's 
kind  affiftance,  by  means  of  which  he  ob- 
tained a  complete  victory  over  the  Moors, 
Ramiro  the  Second  obliged  all  his  fubjefts  to 
pay  a  portion  of  the  produce  of  all  their 
lands  to  the  church  of  Compoftella,  Or,  as 
it  is  worded  in  Spanlfh,^ /^  pay  a  de  cu/la 
medida  de  pan^  viiw  y  demas  fetnillas  por  cada 
junta  que  iubieren  de  labran%a.    All  this  is 

o  ^  '     flatly 
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flatly  denied  by  the  adverfe  or  lay  party,  on 
the  ftrength  of  the  negative  argument,  that 
there  is  no  proof;  nay  more,  they  call  inquei^ 
tion  the  very  exiftence  of  the  battle.  The  de- 
mand of  the  church  is  pretty  large,  for  they 
pretend  that  not  only  what  Ramiro  then  pof- 
feffed,  but  alfo  all  that  his  fucceflbrs  have  ac- 
quired fmce,  becomes  fubjed  to  the  tax.  On 
the  other  hand  it  is  contended,  that  allowing 
all  the  ecclefiaftical  aflertions  to  be  true,  the 
pofleflbrs  of  land  of  thofe  times  only  would 
be  liable  to  fuch  a  tribute,  as  it  would  be 
abfurd  to  fuppofe  Ramiro  could  have  a  right 
to  give  away  what  did  not  belong  to  him. 
The  proceedings  are  already  fwelled  to  the 
fize  of  a  folio  volume,  and  probably  will 
increafe,  for  it  is  not  likely  there  fliould  be 
an  end  put  to  the  litigation,  as  long  as  the 
firft  place  in  the  council  of  Caftille  is  filled 
by  a  canon  of  Santiago. 

It  is  not  in  my  power  to  extend  the  lift 
of  writers.  The  common  education  of 
an  Englifh  gentlemaa  would  conftitute  a 

man 


TRAVELS    THROUGH    SPAIN.      2t^ 

man  of  learning  here  ;  and  fliould  he  un- 

.  derftand  Grefek,  he  would  be  quite  a  phae- 

nomenon*.     As  to  the  nobility,  I  wonder 

how 

*  Though  I  make  no  doubt  but  the  nation  is  much 
improved  fmce  1723^  yet  I  don't  think  it  will  be  impro- 
per to  tranfcribe  fome  of  the  Dean  of  Alicant's  ftric- 
tures  upon  his  countrymen  at  that  period,  as  a  Spaniard 
is  very  good  authority,  when  he  finds  fault  with  Spaniards. 
Thefe  are  his  words,  in  a  letter  to  Count  Scipio  MaSei 
of  Verona:  "  No  country,  except  Italy,  abounds  more 
with  ancient  monuments  than  Spain:  in  every  province 
you  meet  with  remnants  of  bridges,  aqueduAs,  temples, 
theatres,  circufles,  amphitheatres,  and  other  public 
edifices;  moft  of  which  have  been  reduced  to  their 
prefent  deplorable  condition  by  the  outrages  of  the 
inhabitants,  rather  than  by  the  injuries  of  time.  Such 
is  the  nature  and  fpirit  of  the  Spaniards,  that  to  over- 
throw the  monuments  o£  the  Pagans  or  Romans,  is  ac- 
counted among  them  one  of  the  moft  meritorious  afts  of 
piety,  and  moft  efficacious  in  drawing  down  upon  them 
the  bleffing  of  the  Almighty.  Alas  !  fuch  prepofterous 
devotion  !  But  how  can  it  be  Otherwife  in  a  kingdom 
wWch  is  ruled  by  the  ftupid,  idle,  monkilh  tribe  ;  where 

03  it 
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how  they  ever  learned  to  read  or  write ; 

.or  having  once  attained  fo  much,  how  they 

contrive  not  to  forget  it.   It  is  difficult  to  fay 

•  what  they  pafs  their  time  in  ;  or  what  means, 

befides 

it  i«  thought  a  crime  to  deviate  an  inch  from  the  rules 
laid  down  by  the  hooded  blockheads  ?  Whatever  they 
fputter  out,  is  revered  as  oracles  of  old,  ifTuing  from  die 
Delphic  tripod.  The  fluggards,  pufied  up  with  this 
iiaufeous  adoration,  thunder  out  the  pains  of  hell  againft 
all  fucb  as  fo  much  as  look  with  attention  on  |m  ancient 
fiatue.  When  any  thing  of  the  kind  is  dug  up,  their 
barbarous  hands  feize,  break,  dehce  it;  and,  left  the 
pure  light  of  the  fun  (hould  be  defiled  by  the  fight  of 
fuch  an  abomination,  it  is  burnt  to  lime,  or  buried  again 
in  the  ground.  If  the  buft  of  an  emperor,  a  philofo- 
pher,  or  an  orator,  (hould  happen  to  he  difcovered,  they 
cry  outy  "  'tis  an  idol !  away  with  it !  deftroy  it  !"  and 
inftantly  it  undergoes  the  fete  of  Dagon*  The  vulgar 
demolifh  all  infcriptions,  as  they  believe  their  chara£):ers 
are  defigned  to  confine  fome  unclean  fpirits  as  guardians 
over  hidden  treafures.  Immenfe  are  the  quantities  of 
infcriptions '  jhat  have  been  defaced,  or  thrown  back 
into  the  holes  where  diey  had  lain  hidden  for  fo  many  ages. 

Superftition 
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befides  inattention  to  bufinefs,  they  employ 
in  running  through  their  immenfe  incomes. 
In  the  great  houfes  one  cuftom  may  contribute 
10  extiravftgance  ;  afervant  once  eftablifhed 
is  never  difcharged,  unlefs  for  fome.very 
enormous  ofFence ;  he  and  his  family  remain 
penfioners  as  long  as  they  live  :  the  Duke  of 
I.  pays  near  ten  thoufand  pounds  fterling 
Si  year  in  wages  and  annuities  to  fervants. 
The  Grandees,  one  or  two>  excepted,  are 

Superftition  and  ignorance  combine  to'  demolifli  every 
^ing  of  the  kind.  Many  were  fent  to  France ;  and 
during  the ,  late  war  of  the  Succcffion,  tyiro  JEngliQi 
travellers  freightjed  two  (hips  with  ancient  monumental 
and  hiftorical  infcriptionS|  which  they  had  coUedted 
near  Terragona." 

Since  the  time  of  Dean  Marti,  Don  John  Celaya, 
rcftor  of  the  univerfity  of  Valencia,  direfted  a  number 
of  Roman  hifcriptions  to  be  buried  in  the  foundations  of 
the  bridge  of  Serranos  ;  and  a  much  later  inftance  of 
barbarifm  of  the  fame  kind,  was  exhibited  by  the 
Francifcan  friars  of  S.  Maria  de  pina,  at  Oliva. 

O  4  diminilhed 
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diminiihed  by  a  feries  of  diftempered  pro- 
genitors to  a  race  of  pigmies,  which  dwin- 
dles away  for  lack  of  heirs,  and  tends  gra- 
dually to  jtfi  union  of  all  the  titles  and 
eftates  upon  the  heads  of  one  or  two  fami- 
lies. I  think  the  Conde  de  Altamira  has  no 
lefs  than  nineteen  Grandeefliips  centered  in 
his  perfon.  Though  they  all  ftyle  them- 
{Avts'de prirnera  clajfe^  as  it  were,  by  way  of 
diftindive  preeminence  over  others  of  a 
lower  degree;  yet  I  believe  no  fecond  or 
third  clafs  exifts,  and  it  would  be  a  very  grofs 
infult  to  fuppofe  any  of  them  were  of  an 
inferior  rank  to  the  reft  of  the  corps :  fome 
difference  may  perhaps  be  made  in  the  de- 
grees of  popular  refpeft  paid  to  the  defcen- 
daats  of  the  heroes  that  make  a  figure  in 
the  Spanifh  annals,  and  fuch  Grandees  as 
have  been  honoured  with  the  dignity  in  latter 
times,  A  Grandee  can  marry  none  but  his 
equal.     They  all    tbou  each   other  j    aad 

afFe<a 
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afFe<a   to   appear   backward  in  mixing  in^ 
other  company. 

The  Spanifli  women  are  in  general  little 
and  thin ;  few  are  ftrikingly  beautiful,  but 
almoft  all  have  fparkling  bkck  eyes,  full  of 
exprefEon.     It  is  not  the  fafhion  here,  as  in 
France,  to  heighten  their  eclat  with  paint. 
They  are  endowed  by  nature  with  a  great 
deal  of  wit  and  lively  repartee,  but  for  want 
of   the   poliih  and  fuccours  of  education, 
their  wit  remains  obfcured  by  the  rud^ft 
ignorance,   and   the   mofl  ridiculous  pre- 
judices.    Their  tempers  having  never  been 
fafhioned  by  polite  intercourfe,  nor  foftened 
by  neceflary  contradidion,  are  extremely 
pettilh  and  violent.     They  are  continually 
pouting  for  fomething  or  other,  and  put  out 
of  humour  by  the  mereft  trifles.     Moft  of 
the  ladies  about  court  are  the  reverfe  of 
^landfome,  and  do  not  feem  to  have   any 
ambition  of  pafEng  for  clever  or  accomplifh- 
cd  ;  not  one  talent  do  they  poffefs  ;  nor  do 

they 
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they  ever  work,  read,  write,  or  touch  any 
mufical  inftrument :  their  Cortejo^  or  gallant, 
feems  their  only  play-thing.  I  believe  no 
country  exhibits  more  bare*faced  amours, 
and  fuch  an  appearance  of  indelicate  debau- 
chery as  this.  The  account  given  me  of 
their  manner  of  living  in  their  family  way,  as 
foon  as  they  come  out  of  the  convent,  and  be- 
fore they  have  fixed  upon  a  lover  to  fill  up 
their  time  more  agreeably,  is  as  follows :  they 
rife  late,  and  loiter  away  the  remains  of  the 
•  morning  among  their  attendants,  or  wear  it 
out  at  church  in  a  long  bead-roll  of  habitual 
unmeaning  prayers ;  they  dine  fparingly, 
deep,  and  then  drefs  to  faunter  for  a  coupl^ 
of  hours  on  the  PradoJ  They  are  never 
without  fome  fort*  of  fugar-plum  or  high 
fpiced  comfit  in  their  mouths.  As  foon  as 
it  is  dark,  they  run  to  the  houfe  of  fome 
elderly  female  relation,  where  they  all  huddle 
together  over  a  pan  of  coals,  and  would 
not  for  the  world  approach  the  company 

that 
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that  may  occalionally  drop  in;  it  would 
throw  them  into  the  greateft  confufion, 
were  they  to  be  requefted  to  join  in  the 
converfation.  The  hour  of  the  aflembly 
paffed,  they  hurry  home  to  their  maids,  and, 
with  their  help,  fet  about  dreiEng  their  owa 
fuppers  by  way  of  amufement. 


LETTER    XLin. 

'  Segovia,  June  lo,  1776, 

PREVIOUS  to  our  departure  from 
Madrid,  we  received  from  the  minifters, 
\)j  the  particular  order  of  his  majefty,  every 
permit  and  paflport  that  could  conduce  to 
the  comfort  of  our  journey  to  the  frontiers 
of  France.  We  have  leave  to  tiike  out 
with  us  what  fpecie  we  pleafe,  and  the  rnules 
and  horfes  we  have  purchafed  in  the  king- 
dom j  our  baggage  is  to  pafs  upfearched. 

.  I  think 
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I  think  it  my  duty  to  acknowledge,  with  a 
grateful  fenfe  of  the  diftiadlion,  that  during 
our  ftay  near  the  court,  the  kitig  ihewed  a 
very  flattering  anxiety  that  we  fhould  meet 
with  no  difficulties  of  any  kind  ;  and  more 
than  once  inquired  whether  we  had  been 
fhewn  fuch  and  fuch  things,  and  whether 
we  were  pleafed  with  our  reception,  or  in 
want  of 'any  thing  to  render  the  place  agree- 
able. We  are  not  a  little  proud  of  the  ho- 
nour ;  and  I  hope  you  will  think  our  vanity 
too  excufable  to  be  any  impeachment  of  the 
foundnefs  of  our  underftanding. 

On  the  fixth  we  left  Madrid,  As  we 
pafled  through  the  ftreets,  we  found  great 
preparations  made  for  the  proceffion  of 
Corpus  Chrifti ;  among  the  reft,  fets  of  girls 
^reft  out  in  ribbons,  dancing  round  may- 
poles. 

We  travelled  through  the  park  of  the 
*  Cafa   del   Campo,  and   over  a  bare   com 

country^ 
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country,  leaving  the  forefts  of  jE/  Pardo 
and  ha  Sarfuela^  two  royal  hunting  feats, 
on  the  right  hand.  The  laft  miles  of  the 
road  to  the  Efcurial,  which  is  exceedingly 
good,  is  alfo  uncommonly  pleafant,  being 
caitied  through  a  very  noble  wood,  where 
the  deer  are  continually  croffing  and  re- 
croffing  before  you. 

The  afped  of  this  celebrated  convent, 
fituated  in  a  corner  of  a  lofty  ridge  of 
mountains,  flruck,us  with  awe  and  plea- 
fure.  As  we  could  not  fee  the  infide  that 
evening,  we  enjoyed  ourfelves  in  walking 
round  the  gardens  and  fields.  The  land- 
fcape  is  very  grand,  for  at  a  fingle  view 
you  command  one  of  the  largeft  edifices  in 
the  world,  a  boundlefs  extent  of  wood- 
lands, and  a  clear  profpedt  of  Madrid ; 
and  beyond  all  a  vaft  trad  of  country  that 
lofes  itfelf  gradually  in  the  horizon. 

There  are  many  minute  defcriptions  of 

the 
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the  *  Efcurial  extant  in  all  languages ;  let 
it  therefore  fuiffice  to  give  you  a  general 
idea  of  this  ftupendous  fabric  and  its  trea* 
fures. 

You  have  r6ad  that  it  was  built  by  Phi- 
lip the  Second,  in  confequence  of  a  vow  he 
made  to  Saint  Laurence  before  the  battle  of 
Ssdnt  Quintin,  which  was  fought  on  the 
tenth  of  Auguft,  1557.  Though  this  ftory 
of  the  vow  feemi  a  little  apocryphal,  it  may 
be  fuppofed  that  Philip,  in  memory  of  fo 
fignal  a  victory  gained  by  his  troops  over 
the  French,  might   choofe  to  dedicate  to 

*  Etymology  of  the  word  Efcurial,  as  explained  by 

Cafiri  in  his  Bib.  Hifp.  Efc,    *'  This  is   an  Arabick 

word,  meaning  a  place  full  of  rocks,  and  the  nature 

of  the  country    agrees  perfe£Hy    with    it.     It  is   to 

be  written  with  an  U,  and  not  an  O,  as  the  common 

way  is.     Thofe  that  derive  it  from  the  Scoria  of  iroa 

forges,  have  no  authority  for  fuppoiing  that  therfe  ever 

were  any    fuch  iron    works  in  that  neighbourhood. 

Sarmiento  very  ftrangely  interprets  it,  a  Beech-gi*wc, 

Efcuktum'* 

Saint 
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Saint  Laurence,  the  patron  of  that  day,  the 
maufolcum  he  intended  to  ered  in  confe* 
quence  cf  his  father's  dying  requeft,  therein 
to  depofit  the  bones  of  that  emperor,  and  of 
the  cmprefs  Ifabella.    It  was  begun  in  1562, 
and  conlifts  of  feveral  courts  and  quadran- 
gles, which  altogether  are  difpofed  in  the 
fliape  of  a  gridiron,  the  inftrument  of  the 
martyrdom  of  Saint  Laurence :  the  apart- 
ment where  the  king  refides  forms  the  han- 
dle.    The  building  is  a  long  fquare  of  fix 
hundred  and  forty  feet  by  five  hundred  and 
eighty :  fo  that  allowing  befides  four  hun- 
dred and  fixty  for  the  projeftion  of  the 
chapel  and  king's  quarter,  the  whole  cir- 
cumference comes  to  two   thoufand   nine 
hundred  Spanifh  feet.      The  height  up  to 
the  roof  is  all  round  fixty  feet,  except  on 
the  garden  fide,  where  the  ground  is  more 
taken  away.     At  each  angle  is   a  fquare 
tower  two  hundred  feet  high.     The  num- 
ber of  windows  in  the  weft  front  is  two 
4        '    ,  Ijundredj 
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hundred  ;  irr  the  caft  front,  three  hundred 
and  fixty-lix.  The  orders  employed  are 
Doric  and  Ionic  ;  but  the  outward  appear-r 
ance  of  this  vaft  mafs  is  extremely  plain, 
and  I  am  forry  to  fay,  in  my  eyes,  very 
ugly.  With  its  narrow  high  towers,  fmall 
windows,  and  fteep  floping  roof,  it  certainly 
exhibits  an  uncouth  ftyle  of  archite£lure ; 
but  the  domes,  and  the  immenfe  extent  of 
its  fronts,  render  it  a  wonderful  grand  ob- 
ject from  every  point  of  view.  The  beft 
fide  to  fee  it  from,  for  I  tried  them  all,  is 
about  half  a  mile  down  the  hill  on  the 
Madrid  road,  as  you  are  then  fo  much  be- 
low it,  that  the  building  hides  the  bleak 
mountain,  which  preffes  very  clofe  upon  it 
behind ;  the  green  fields  and  woods  behind 
it,  and  the  place  you  ftand  in,  make  a  good 
contraft,  and  fet  it  off  to  the  beft  advan- 
tage. 

The  church,  which  is  in  the  center  of  all, 
is  large,  awful,  and  richly,  but  not  affeft- 

edly 
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cdly  ornamented.  Tlie  cupola  is  bold  and 
fight.  The  high  altat  is  compofed  of  rich 
marbles^  agates,  and  jafpers  of  greit  rarity, 
the  produce  of  this  kingdom^  Two  mag- 
nificent Catafalques  fill  up  the  fide  arcades 
of  this  fanftuary :  on  one  the  Emperor 
Charles  the  Fifth,  his  wife,  .daughter,  and 
two  fillers,  are  reprefented  in  bronze,  larger 
than  life,  kneeling  ;  oppofite  are  the  effigies 
of  Philip  the  Second,  and  of  his  three  wives, 
of  the  fame  materials,  and  in  the  fame  de- 
vout attitude. 

Underneath  is  the  burial-place  of  the 
royal  family,  called  the  Pantheon.  Twtenty- 
five  fteps  lead  down  to  this  vault,  over  the 
door  of  which  is  an  infcription,  denoting 
that; 

Hie  locus  facer  mortalitatis  exuviis  Catholic»rum  Rfgum^  i^c^ 

was  intended  by  Charles  the  emperor,  re- 

folved  upon  by  Philip  the  Second,  begun 

by  Philip  the  Third,   and   completed    by 

VOL.  II.  P  Philip 
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Philip  the  Fourth.  The  manfoleuia  is  cir- 
cular^ thirty-fix  feet  diaMeter^  iocrufted 
with  fine  marbles  in  an  dcg^t  tafte.  The 
bodies  of  the  kings  aod  queens  lie  in  toiiibt 
of  marble,  in  niches,  one  above  the  othar« 
There  are  twenty-fix  of  thefe  urns,  bvt  as 
yet  only  thirteen  are  filled ;  the  two  laft 
kings,  and  all  the  queens  that  died  without 
iflue,  being  buried  elfewhere.  The  plan  of 
thefe  fepulchres  is  grand,  aod  emcutedwith 
a  princely  magnificence  ;  but  I  own  I  could 
not  help  finding  them  too  gay,  too  light, 
and  too  delicately  fitted  up  for  the  idea  we 
are  apt  to  form  of  a  chapel  deftined  for  the 
reception  of  the  dead  Accuftomed  to  £sel 
4  kind  of  horror  on  our  approach  to  any 
place  that  reminds  us  of  the  painful  diffo- 
lution  of  our  being,  we  naturally  expe^ 
fomething  ferious  and  awful  itt  die  ap- 
pearance of  fuch  a  rcpofitory. 
*     Tbe  pf  ic^ces  and  prijocefles  pf  tibe  roy^ 

^mily 


family  Ke  in  two  fide-vaults  nejir  the  en-' 
trance  of  the  Pantheom 

The  coBedion  of  pidure^  difperfed  abotftf 
tarious  parts  of  the  church,  facrifty,  arid 
eonveht,  furpafled  my  expedkatiOM  ;  and  I 
thiftk  I  may  venture  fo  pronounce  it  eqtjaly 
if  not  fuperior  to  any  gallery  in  J.urope^ 
except   thaft  of  Drefdbn.     Formed  out  of 
the  fpoils  of  Italy,  and .  the  Wafted  cabinet 
.  6f  that  u6foitutwite  dJlettante  Charlds -the 
tirft  of  England,,  it  contains  feme  of  the 
moft  capital  Workd  of  flie  greatcift  painter* 
that  have  ftourilhed  iince  the  revival  of 
the  art.    It  WbuM  be  a  very  ufelcfe  trbuUb 
for   m«i    and  no    entertainment   to  you; 
vrcte  I  t^  co^f  due  a  catalogue  of  them^ 
as  yoi*  may  find  k  it  fufl  length  in  many 
hooks.     I  fhaff  juft  note  down  fome  of  ifhe 
principal  piSures    in  the   order  we   fa*w 
rfwfrit,  uifrdei*  the  guidance  of  on©   of  (he 
WtttohjrosXt'  ifedtofe. 

pa  In 
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In  the  Aulilla;  a  glory  by  Titian,  in  which 
he  has  introduced  Charles  the  Fifth  and 
Philip  the  Second,  is  fuppliants,  not  as 
faints :  there  is  a  great  and  noble  effe<a:  in 
this  large  compbfition.  By  the  fame  hand 
a  burial  of  Chrift,  and  a  Saint  Margaret, 
which  they  have  fpoilt  by  painting  a  <:loth; 
o  cover  her  naked  thigh,  which  the  fcru-, 
pulous  thought  an  indecent  and  dangerous 
fight  in  a  convent  of  the  votaries  of  penance 
and  chaftity :  thefe  are  high  coloured  and 
ftrongly  painted.  A  very  fine  piece,  by  El 
Mudoy  of  fbme  Chriftians  coming  by  ftealth  in 
the  night  to  carry  off  the  body  of  ^aint  Lau- 
rence }  thfc  fears,  caution,  aijd  filence,  of 
thofe  employed,  are  admirably  e;>f:pf efled ; 
and  the '  light  given  by  a  fmgle  torch  is 
diftributed  with  great  judgment  vover  the 
whole.  .    f 

In    the   Chapter-hbufe.     By  Spagnolet, 

a  Saint  John  playing  with  a  lamb,  and  fmil- 

ing  with  exquifite  grace.    An  annunciation, 

4  a  chef- 
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a  chef-d'oeuvre  of  Baroccio.  Chrift  giving 
his  blefling,  a  fine  half  length,  by  Titian. 

In  the  Vicar's  Hall.  Jacob's  fons  fliew- 
ing  hinj  Jofeph's  bloody  garment,  efteemed 
the  beft  pidture  of  Velafquez  :  .  indeed  the 
compofition,  expreflion,  and  intelligence,  of 
Chiaro-fcuro  are  wonderful  ;  the  agony 
and  fiirprife  of  the  father  is  life  itfelf. 

In  the  Prior's  Hall.  A  dead  Chrift,  by 
Rubens ;  the  figure  of  Mary  Magdalen, 
and  the  dead  ^  body  are  painted  in  his  beft 
manner.  The  Centurion  kneeling  to  Chrift, 
by  Paul  Veronefe ;  the  beft  picture  of  the 
Venetian  fchool  in  the  Efcurial :  the  charac- 
ters are  noble,  the  architedure  magnificent. 
The  crowning  of  thorns  by  Vandyke,  in 
which  the  tints,  femitints,  and  tranfparency 
of  colour,  are  more,  admired  than  the  choice 
of  his  figures ;  the  boy  peeping  through  a 
grate,  is  incomparable,  almoft  a  deception. 
An  holy  family,  by  Rubens  ;  which  would 
ftrike  one  more  were  it  not  fo  near  another 
p  3  on 
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on  the  fame  fubjedl,  by  Raphael^  which  by 
its  grace  and  beauty  eclipfesi  all  the  ment  of 
the  Flemish  matter.  Another  Madonna  in 
glory,  by  Guido ;  one  of  the  moft  fnrecious 
pictures  in  the  coUe<9;ion  :  the  Virgin  is 
fnl\  of  fofi:  majefty,  the  Chrift  fupernaturally 
penfive.  The  ceilings  of  thefe  rooms  are 
executed  with  great  airinefs,  lafte,  and  beau- 
ty, after  defigns  made  in  imitation  of  thofe 
of  the  Vatican, 

In  the  Outward  Sacrifty.  The  piece  that 
pieafed  me  moft  is  a  Ripofo,  by  Titian} 
in  which  the  back-ground  is  one  of  th^ 
fineft  landfcapes  imaginable. 

In  the  Sacrifty  are  fo  many  capital  pic-^ 
tures,  I  fcaree  know  which  to  give  the  fecond 
place  to,  for  the  firft  is  undoubtedly  due  to 
the  Madcmna  Mia  Perla^  by  the  divine 
Raphael.  This  was  part  of  the  fpoil  of 
the  Engliih  royal  colleilion  ;  the  king  of 
^pain  was  fo  much  enchanted  with  it,  when 
it  w*s  brought  to  him,  that  he  gave  it  the 

name 
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name  of  Peria  ma^  by  whicii  it  has  beeti 
diftinguifhed  ever  fince.  The  Virgin  Mary 
is  rq)refented  fitting,  holding  with  her  right 
hand  the  infant  Jefiis  under  the  arms,  who 
has  one  leg  upon  her  knee,  and  the  other 
refting  upon  fome  white  linen  thrown  care- 
Idsly  over  a  cradle.  The  Virgin's  left  hand 
repofes  oh  the  fhoulder  of  Saint  Anne, 
who  Imeels  by  her  daughter's  left  fide,  and 
forms  a  moft  perfed  groupe,  with  the  figures 
and  the  cradle ;  the  old  faint  leans  upon  her 
hand,  which  is  fupported  on  the  knee  of  the 
Madonna.  Saint  John  Baptift  advances  on 
the  other  fide  to  offer  fome  fruit  in  a  Ikinj 
Jefus  reaches  out  his  hand  to  take  it,  but  at 
the  fame  time  turns  round  to  look  at  his 
mother,  with  all  the  joy  and  graceful  fim- 
plicity  natural  to  a  beautiful  child  of  that  age. 
Behind  is  a  fmall  figure  of  Saint  Jofeph  among 
ruins }  the  fore-ground  is  rich  in  flowers,  the 
back-gtound  in  variegated  landfcape;  the  cha- 
rafters  of  face  divine ;  the  folds  of  the  drapery 
P  4  large 
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large  and  flowing ;  the  colours  harmonious ; 
the  lights  thrown  in  admirably;  and  the 
figures  and  attitudes  beyond  all  powers  of 
defcription  *.  The  other  valuable  pidtures 
in  the  hall  are  a  Madonna  giving  fuck,  by 
Guido:  an  apparition  of  Chrift  to  Mary 
Magdalen,  by  Correggio ;  Chrift  and  the 
Pharifee,  by  Titian  ;  another  holy  family, 
by  Raphael  ;  another,  by  Andrea  del  Sarto 
(which  for  defign,  compofition,  and  beauty 
of  tints,  may  be  ranked  with  his  mafter- 
pieces) ;  a  vifitation,  by  Raphael  j  a  wafhing 
of  the  feet,  by  Tintoret.  I  fliould  never 
have  done  if  I  were  to  defcribe  minutely 
the  beauties  of  the  above-mentioned  pieces  ; 
I  muft  content  myfelf  with  faying,  that  they 
are  chef-d'oeuvres  of  thofe  divine  matters ; 
and  that  any  one  of  them  would  give  a 
name  and  relief  to  the  beft  private  colleftion. 

*  Raphael  is  thought  by  many  to  have  painted  the 
Madonna,  and  his  Scholars  the  reft  upon  his  defigns. 

At 
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At  the  end  of  the  Sacrifty  is  an  altar,  called 
Lafanta  Forma  ;  this  is  a  kind  of  Taber- 
nacle or  Cujloday  of  gems,  marbles,  woods, 
and  other  precious  materials,  inlaid  in  gilt 
bronze ;  in  which,  rather  than  in  the  excel-* 
lence  of  the  workmanfhip,  or  tafte  of  the 
defign,  confifts  the  merit  of  this  rock  of 
riches.    Before  it  hangs  a  irurtain,  on  which 
Coello  has  reprefented  Charles  the  Second, 
and  all  his  court  in  proceffion,  coming  to 
place  this  Forma.     This  is  undoubtedly  one 
of  the  moft  curious  coUedions  of  portraits 
in  the  world  ;  for  all  the  perfons  are  drawn 
with  the  greateft  ftrength  of  colour  and  truth 
of  exprefEon,  and  are  faid  to  be  perfedl  re- 
femblances  not  only  of  the  monarch  and 
grandees,  but  even  of  the  monks,  fervants, 
and  guards. 

In  the  Old  Church,  fo  called,  becaufe 
divine  fervice  was  performed  in  it  while  the 
other  was  painting ;  a  martyrdom  of  5aint 
Laurence,  and  a  Mater  Dolorcfa,  by  Titian, 

are 
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are  capkaL  Here  alfo  hangs  die  cdebrated 
Madonna  del  Pefce  of  Raphael,  one  of  the 
mod  valuable  pidures  in  the'  world*  I  do 
pot  know  how  Amiconi  came  to  doubt  of  its 
xmginality :  but  his  ailments  are  fuffidentlj 
refuted,  and  juftice  done  to  the  pidure,  in  a 
letter  from  Mn  Henry,  publiihed  three  yean 
ago,  in  the  Viage  de  Efpana,  by  Pon^.  The 
perfonages  that  compofe  the  fubjcdl  are  the 
Virgin  Mary  feated,  with  her  fon  in  her 
arms ;  on  her  right,  the  angel  Raphael  in* 
trodu(;es  Tobit,  who  kneeling  prefents  the 
£{h,  which  gives  name  to  the  whole ;  on  the 
other  fide,  (lands  3aint  Jerome,  in  the  habit 
of  a  cardinal,  kneeling  near  a  lion.  This 
pidure  was  brought  from  Naples,  by  order 
of  Philip  the  Fourth,  Mn  Henry  rates  it 
above  all  the  reft  of  the  coUeftion  j  other 
connoifleurs  have  preferred  the  Perla. 

Xhe  ftatues,  bufts,  and  medallions  of  the 
Efcurial,  are  not  in  any  great  number,  nor 
vcr)-  remarkable  for  their  excellence.     The 

ftatuc 
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ffatue  of  Saint  Laurence  in  the  church  is 
good  and  fimpie.  Many  have  taken  it  for 
an  antique^  but  the  only  part  likdy  to  be  fo 
is  the  head,  and  that  I  fufped  to  have  be* 
ionged  to  a  Bacchus. 

The  monks  fhewed  us  fome  original 
writings  of  faints  J  among  the  reft  a  wretched 
fcrawl  of  Saint  Terefa,  the  myftical  refor-. 
matrix  of  the  Carmelite  nuns. 

The  Library  contains  a  moft  precious 
colledion  of  manufcripts,  many  fine  draw^ 
ings,  and  other  curiofities,  which  we  had  not 
leifure  to  perufe  as  much  as  we  could  have 
wiflied. 

Notwithftanding  the  coldnefs  of  the  ex- 
pofition  of  this  convent,  the  king,  for  the 
fake  of  hunting,  pafles  here  feveral  months 
of  the  year.  To  make  the  place  lefs  incon- 
venient to  his  attendants  and  the  nobility, 
he  has  built  an  entire  new  town  adjoining  to 
it  J  but  in  fpite  of  all  he  can  do,  the  Efcurial 

will 
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will  always  remain  a  moft  uncomfortable 
habitation  for  winter  refidence. 

From  the  Efcurial  we  came  along  the  fouth 
foot  of  the  mount^ns  that  feparate  the  two 
Caililles,  croITed  the  great  Burgos  road,  ^d 
todc  up  our  night's  quarters  at  a  venta  in 
the  heart  of  the  rocks  and  mountains, 
among  forefls  of  aged  nodding  pines. 
Next  morning,  we  travelled  many  hours 
over  the  woody  heights  of  the  Puerto  or 
paflage  of  Fuenfrio^  where  the  fnow  was 
ftill  very  deep  on  the  fummits  of  the  moun- 
tains. Some  of  the  turns  and  views  through 
the  groves  are  charming;  now  and  then 
fuch  profpe£ts  over  the  plains  of  Old 
Caftille,  the  town  of  Segovia,  and  the 
palace  of  Riofrio*,  opened  upon  us,  as  afto- 
niflied  us  by  their  beauty  and  novelty.  We 
arrived  for  dinner  at  Saint  Ildefonfo,  and 

*  Begun,  but  never  finiflied,  by  Elizabeth  Farnefe, 
Queen  Dowager  of  Spain, 

found 
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found  orders  had  been  fent  before  for  our 
immediate  admiffion  to  the  palace  wa- 
ter-works, and  othier  cariofities  of  .  the 
place. 

This  palace  was  much  cmbdliflicd  and 
favoured  by  Philip  the  Fifth,  who  fpent 
much  treafure  in  forcing  Nature,  and  render- 
ing it  in  fome  fort  an  imitation  of  what  he 
remembered  td  havefeen  in  the  garden  of 
Verfailles.  His  foil  Ferdinand  abandoned 
it  to  his'  itiother  in  law.  The  court  now 
comes  here  in  the  hot  months  of  fummer, 
as  it  is  a  remarkable  cool  fpot,  being  fenced 
from  the  hot  fouth  winds  by  a  ridge  of  very 
high  fnowy  mountains,  aftd  fituated  in  the 
bottom  of  a  vale  open  to  the  north.  But 
this  fituation*  expofes  it  to  fuch  fudden  and 
frequent  changes  of  temperature  and  feaforis' 
in  the  coiirfe  of  a  few  hours,  that  it  is  often 
neceflary  to  fhift  from  cloth  to  filk,  and  from- 
filk  to  cloth,  twice  or  thrice  a  day ;  and  thefe 

tranfition$ 
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tranfrtions  are  fometimea  produdtire  cf  coiks^ 
and  other  ferious  diforders/ 

A  romantic  brook  rolls  over  the  rockd 
at  no  great  diftance  from  the  town,  through 
a  large  trad  of    thickets,  wad  ferves  his 
majefly  as  a  fifhsng-pJace.     A  walk  is  cut 
alcKtg  the  (ides  for  a  mile  or  two,  and  very 
much  refembles  modem  £ngU£h  improYe- 
ment.    The  quantity  of  fme  wuter  ia  one 
great  recommeodadon  ta  Saint  Udefonfo. 
The  palace  is  patch^work,  and  no  part  of 
the  axchitedurc  agreeable*     In  the  apart- 
Bients^  is  a  very  numerous  coUedion  of  pic- 
tures; but  that  we   had  juft  left   at  the 
Efcurial  made  us  perhaps  undervalue  thefe. 
I  tack  notes  of  fome  that  pleafed  me,  but  I 
will  not  pretend  to  fay  they  are  the  only 
ones  worthy  of  admiration..    A  fmall  head 
of  F^iMiia,  by'Giudo,^  a.  moft  pathetic  c6un« 
t«nad|Ce.     Sakvt  Aniie  teaching  the  Virgin 
Jflajfy  to  read ;  a  charming  pidure,.  by  Mu- 
xSi^y  ttellow,  true,  and  expreffive,    A  Mag- 
dalen's 
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dalen's  head^  hj  TSL  Aogelo;:  S.  Fraiuns^ 
Xaverius,  by  Spagnolerj  a  Boy,  by  MuriBo; 
a  Rc»xia&  Charity,  by  l^>agnolet}  Laadfcapes, 
by  Qaude  Lorrsdn  and  Wooveimana }  Am« 
mals,  by  Rofo  di  TivoK. 

In  the  Gallery  below  are  many  fine 
ftatues^  bufts,  and  bafshrefiefe.  The  beft  are, 
a  groupe  of  Caftor  and  PoHux  faerifking  y 
one  of  them  has*  1^  left  arm  orer  the  fhouU 
der  of  his  brother,  and  witb  his  right  poura 
fomethlng  eui  of  a  patara  on  an  altar,  where 
the  odier  twin  is  fighting  a  torch  with  Im 
sight,  while  he  hraodifties  another  with  his 
lie&haml;  thisiaa.notiepiecebf  antiqnitry,. 
A  Venm^  kneeling  qdj  a  toctpife^  and  asaoinr* 
k)g  hec  head  with  a  phial-  of  ointment* 
Senfica  feated*  Mercury  with  a  boy.  A 
buft  of  Alexander  d>yin^  dnd  another  ef 
Ai^notis.     Ckopatra  aaid  a  Faim. 

The  gardens  are  in  the  formal  Ebenefa 

ftyle  ;  the  trees  are  poor  ftarved  limes,  fosr 

the  foil  is^  fo  ftiefltew,  aAd  the  toel^  fo-  ebm^ 

a  pad 
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pad:  and  near  the  furface,  that. they  can 
ftrike  no  root.  To  plant  them  the  old  king 
had  fquares  i^  the  rock  blown  out  with  gun- 
powder, and  worked  with  tools^.then  filled 
with  earth.  You  may  eafily  imagine  they 
have  not  thriven  much,  and  indeed  they 
are  with  difficulty  kept  alive  by  frequent  re- 
newals of  foil  and  waterings. 
.  The  water-works  furpafs  all  thofe  I  ever 
faw,  not  excepting  the  fineft  at  Verfailles.  Not 
having  any  memorandums  of  their  differ- 
ent heights,  I  do  not  know  but  thofe  in  the 
French  king's  gardens  may  throw  the  water 
up  higher  j  but  I  very  well  fecolle<a,  that 
the  Seine-water,  which  they  fpout  out,  is  of 
a  muddy  colour,  falling  down  like  a  ftinking 
thick  fog.  Thefe  jet-d'eaus  of-  Saint  Ude- 
fonfo  fend  forth  a  ftream  as  clear  as  cryftal, 
whereon  the  fun-beams  play  in  the  moft 
beautiful  prifmatic  tints  ;  it  falls  around 
like  the  fweetefl  finefl  dew.  The  defigns 
of  the  fountains  are  elegant,  efpecially  that 

of 
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of  the  Frogs ;  a  centrical  one,  where  fix-* 
teen  fpouts  play  in  a  regular  combination  ; 
the  great  cafcade  ;   the  baiket  remarkable 
for  its  idea  and  fymmetry  ;  it  delighted  us 
much  :  but  the  fountain  of  Diana  furprifed 
Us  with  the  richnefs  of  its  decoration,  and 
the  fulnefs  of  its  ftream  ;  the  lofty  columii 
of  water  iffuing  out  of  the  trump  of  Fame, 
exceeded  all  our  conceptions  of  the  power 
of  hydroftaticks  ;  the  gardener  mentioned 
a  height  to  us  that  I  durft  not  commit  to 
paper  on  his  authority,  but  I  cohfefs  the 
water  went  up  to  fuch  an  extraotdinary 
elevation,  that  it  was   no   longer  in   my 
power  to  guefs  at  the  number  of  feet.   Thefe 
fountains   are   fupplied   by  two   refervoirs 
at  the  foot  of  the  mountain.    One  of  them 
is  allotted  folely  to  the  fountain  of  Diana^ 
The  larger,  which   is   emphatically  called 
El  Mar^  is  a  very  pretty  lake,  which,  with 
the  hanging  woods  and  a  fmall  building  on 
VOL.  IK  Q^  the 
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the  edge,  forms  a  very  pleafi^g  fubje^l  fbr 
a  landfcape  painter.^ 

On  our  return  to  our  lodgings,  we  were 
not  a  little  entert^ed  with  the  modeft  re* 
queft  of  a  friar,  juft  alighted  with  fome  com* 
pany  from  a  carriage.  He  deiired  we  would 
order  the  water-works  to  be  played  off 
again  immediately  for  then\»  as  it  bad  not 
been  poffible  for  them  to  arrive  in  time  to 
go  into  the  gardens  with  us,  and  th^  in- 
tended travelling  that  night  as  far  as  S^ovia. 
It  was  with  great  difficulty  we  could  con- 
vince him,  that  it  was  a  thing  not  to  be  don« 
tl^at  ev«nii\g,  for  want  of  time,  and  that 
the  keepers  would  exped  a  very  handfome 
prefent,  if  they  fet  thein  agoing  without 
orders  from  court. 

Below  the  town  is  the  manufa<^ry  of 
plate-gl^  belonging  to  the  ciro^n ;  two 
hundred  and  eighty  n^eo  are  eniployed. 
The  higeft  pkte  they  have  n\ade  is  oaq 
hundred    and   twenty-fix   Spanifh    inches 

long; 


TRAVELS  THROUOR   SPAIKt     t^$ 

long ;  the  fmall  pieces  are  fold  in  looking-* 
glafles  all  over  the  kingdom  ;  but  I  am  told 
the  king  mdces  no  great  profit  by  it ;  how- 
ever, U  is  a  very  material  point  to  be  able 
to  fopply  his  fubjeAs  with  a  good  com- 
modity, and  to  keep  in  the  country  a  large 
fum  of  money  that  heretofore  went  out  an- 
nually to  purchafe  it  from  ftrangers.    They 
alfo  make  bottles  and  drkiking-glaffes  ;  and 
are  now  bufy  ereding  very  fpacious  hew 
furnaces  to  enlarge  the  works.    To  provide 
fuel  for  the  fires,  they  have  put  the  plne- 
Woods  under  proper  regulations  and  ftated 
falls :  twenty-feven  mule-loads  of  fir-wood 
are  confumed  every  day;  and  four  loads 
coft  the  king^  including  all  the  expences  of 
cutting  and  bringing  down  from  the  moun^ 
tains,  about  forty  reals* 


0^4  LET- 
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LETTER      XLIV. 

Saint  Jeande  Luz,  June  19,  1776. 

'  I  *  H  E  firft  objed  in  Segovia  that  at- 
J-  tracts  the  eye,  is  the  AqueduA ;  as 
the  road  from  Saint  Ildefonfo  runs  near  it 
a  confiderable  way  through  the  fuburbs* 
It  is  perfedlly  well  preferved,  and  does  not 
feem  leaky  in  any  part.  From  the  firft  lovr 
arches  to  the  refervoir  in  the  town,  its  length 
is  two  thoufand  four  hundred  Spanifti  feet ; 
its  greateft  height  (in  the  Plaza  del  Azogueio 
at  the  foot  of  the  walls)  is  one  hundred  and 
four ; .  it  is  there  compofed  of  a  double  row 
of  arches,  built  of  large  fquare  ftones  with- 
out mortar,  and  over. them  a  hollow  wall 
of  coarfer  materials,  for  the  channel  of  the 
water,  covered  with  large  oblong  flags*  Of 
the  lower  range  of  arcades,  which  are  fifteen 
feet  wide  by  fixty-five  high,  there  are  forty- 
2  two. 
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two.  The  Upper  arches  are  one  hundred 
and  nineteen  in  number ;  their  height 
twenty-feven  Spanifli  feet,  their  breadth 
feventeen ;  the  tranfverfal  thlcknefs  or  depth 
of  the  piers  eight  feet.  This  Aqueduft  is 
not  only  an  admirable  monument  of  anti- 
quity for  its  folidity  and  good  mafon  s  work, 
which  have  withftood  the  violence  of  fo 
many  barbarians,  and  the  inclemencies  of 
the  feafons  .during  fo  many  ages,  but  alfo 
wonderfully  beautiful  and  light  in  its  defign. 
I  do  not  think  the  Pont  du  Gard  equal  to 
it  in  elegance  of  proportions.  Antiquaries 
have  not  agreed  upon  the  epocha  of  its  erec- 
tion ;  fome  attribute  it  to  the  time  of  Trajan, 
and  others  are  willing,  for  the  honour  of 
their  coutitry,  to  give  the  credit  to  Hercules. 
The  Romans  certainly  were  the  builders  of 
it,  but  no  infqription  remains  fufficiently 
legible  to  lead  to  the  knowledge  of  the 
precife  period  of  their  empire,  in  which  it 
^as  conftruded ;  perhaps  a  perfon  accuf-^ 
%  3  tomed 
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tcmtd&Tjemto  ftndj among  the  ruin^of 
Rome,  the  Afferent  modes  of  bmUii^  adopl- 
ed  ia  difiemt  age^  b^  that  people^  nyght 
he  able,  fiom  an  infpedion  of  the  flone^ 
work,  to  determine  the  an-a.  It  h  ISkdy 
to  remain  m  its  fteSco^  ftate  as  long  as  Se- 
govia exifts ;  for  the  fitu^tion  of  that  eity^ 
on  a  dry  rock  renders  this  hifiply  &  thi&g  of 
indifpei^bte  neceflity. 

The  C^he^ral,  dedicated  to^  hfeefba  S^ 
nora  de  la  Paz,,  is  one  of  the  handforaeft 
ahurch^s  in  Spam,  in  t^  lateftCrothie  man- 
men  The  inHde  is  maje^,  an^remarkaU^r 
dear  oi  the  emdparcaflments:  of  altars  anJ 
chapdts,  fo  coiamoa  diioughout  the  lai^ 
domk    The  high  altai? !» i kh  and  flitewy. 

The  ^cazar,  or  Ckflie,^  ftand^  in  one  eS 
the  ftncft.  pofiidons.  poffibk,  on  a  Mck  fifing 
above  the  opea  country ;  a^  very  pretty  river 
lyafhes.  the  &ot'  of'  t^*  precipiGe,  and)  the 
(jity  lifis.  admurabLy  well  on  each  fidis:  o&>  dkt 
Uisow  of  the  hill ;  tftia  declivity  is^  woo^, 

and 
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and  thfe  bankfe  charmingly  rural ;  the  {nowf 
mountairisi  arid  dark  forcfts  of  Sjuiit  Ildfe^ 
fonfo^  cbihpofe  an  awful  baek-grouild  to 
the  pi^re.  Towards  the  "town  Ihere  is  a 
lafge  court  before  the  great  outward  tower^ 
which  you  are  as  well  acquainted  with  as  I 
am ;  the  prifon  of  Gil  Bias  is  f@  ^cU  de^ 
fcribed  by  Le  Sage,  that  thfe  fubjda  requires 
fto  farther  6xplanfetiom  The  rfeft  of  iHt 
binldinga  form  an  antique  palace ^  which  hak 
feWom  bcfen  inhabited  by  any  bttt  ptifonert 
fince  thi  rei^  of  Ferdinomd  atvd  ifabelk, 
who  wefft  ffluth  Attached  to  this?  fitiialtfdtt. 
There  are  Ibffae  migriificent  balk  !n  ity  t^ith 
raiich  gilding  in  the  ceillAgs,  in  s  ftfflt 
batbiatrous  taftc.  Aft  the  kiffg^  of  Sp^ahi 
acre  feated  m  ftate  don^  the  ctifrhitd  of  thi 
pceat  falfeoW :  I  know  dot  Whfeth€if  (hey  ^i 
»k6  the  prfActS  ithiX^  iiamei  they  Bfeaf ,  bttt 
W  thit  fgMibferice'  be  tvan<ing^  I  im  fefft 
thef  har?e  twy  other  ikttii  to  cMvt.  Thi 
royal  aj^kfafechts  atre  m^  occdpiw*  &y  &.  coU 
0.4  lege 
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lege  of  young  gentlemen  cadets^  educated 
at  the  king's  expence  in  all  the  fciences  re* 
quifite  for  fonning  an  en^neer.  The  grand 
mafter  of  the  ordnance  refides  at  Segovia, 
which  is  the  head  eftablifliment*  of  the 
Spanifh  artillery. 

Another  court  of  the  palace  id  allotted  as  a 
prifon  to  eleven  Algerine  Reis,  or  captains  of 
ihips.  Their  crews  work  in  the  arfenal  of 
Carthagcna.  Thefe  Turks  are  very  hand- 
fome,  portly  figures,  with  clean  looks,  and 
well-comhed  beards  ;  they  are  well  treated, 
jind  left  to  themfelvea.  Moft  of  their  time 
is  fpent  in  converfation,  walking  up  and 
down  a  long  gallery,  fmoking,  and  playing 
lit  chefs.,  except  when  they  go  down  at  flated 
hours  to  fetch  water  for  their  own  ufe, 
flonfinement  apart,  their  lives  pafs  in  eafe 
ftnd  tranquillity.  As  foon  as  they  faw  us 
avalfcipg  about  the  court,  they  immediately 
knew,  us  to  be  Englifhinen,  moft  of  them 
feaviag  been  feveral  times  at  Gibraltar,  and 

being 
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being  well  acquainted  with  the  Britifh 
character  of  face  :  it  being  the  hour  of 
fetching  water,  and  the  door  open,  they 
flocked  about  us  with  great  demonftrations 
of  joy,  and  tears  of  pleafure  ftarting  into 
every  eye.  They  kiffed  our  hands,  and  cal^ 
led  us  Ingles  bueno  hueno  Amigos^  over  and 
over  again,  with  difficulty  prevailing  upon 
theinfelves  to  leave  us  to  go  about  their  work 
at  the  welL  My  man,  by  our  orders,  foU 
low€4  one  of  the  principal  men  among  them, 
and  in  lingua  Franca,  which  indeed  is  the 
comtaort  jumble  of  tongues  he  mak^s  ufe 
of  at  all  times,  gave  him  an  account  of  the 
Spanifh  defeat  before  Algiers.  They  had 
heard  of  the  preparations  for  the  expedition, 
find  had  been  niuch  qaft  down  with  the 
thoughts,  of  it,  but  had  begun  to  entertain 
fome  hopes  of  a  mifcarriage,  as  many  months 
had  elapfed  lince  they  knew  of  the  departure 
of  the  fleet,^  and  not  a  fyllable  concerning 
1^8  fuccefs  had  dropped  from  any  of  their 

guards, 
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guaf46.  The  Venerable  old  MtiAdnuin  ndfed 
ius  hitds  to  hciivetl,  i^d  {eetaeAtalodk  ap^ 
on  the  {^iufos  ^nd  ifkfoiiiefle&  df  fl^tei^^  to 
h€  mate  fhati  fep^d  bj  th^  e^tquifiM  feofd* 
flotis  he  eiljoy^d  in  iHi^  happy  moMenti 
When  his  infoi^ant  dddcid  that  the  Alg^iineiS 
bad  tdl  a  pek  nuifibcf  of  6im4€f  th«  Tufk 
f«i««d  upon  Irim  with  a  "  What  ttSk  ye  to 
tm  of  C^ili^  I  had  they  killed  tfadiifaod* 
of  them,  there  iv'^uM  ftiU  remain  enoiJgb, 
and  the  beaffs  themfelyesi  muft  b«<  jj^oud 
6f  dymg  to  fefe  their  coarttfy."  Aim 
fhaking  them  s^l  by  the  6and,-a«(d  !«a^fig  a 
prefertt  to  briy  t^rbacco,^  ^e'  tddk  oM  l*aV6 
6{  our  allksy  whor  followed  rw  dcHf*  iflte 
portico  with  longing  ey6s  and  a*  thotilkftd 
benedidions  j  whicfc,  if  theif  pfopR'^t  feiS 
ariyjurifdiAion  over  the  fOadk,  a;^1  prefeTf 6 
us  from  over-furn5  and  fcfokefi  li'ih%. 

The  mint  is  feelow  the  Alcazar,  a  large 
building,  the  moft  ancient  placi  ot  coinage 
in  tfie  kingdom.    The  maciiines  for  meltirigi 

ftamping, 
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fiamping,  and  milling  the  cdn,  are  worked 
by  water.  Copper  alone  i&  coined  h€re,  and 
is  brought  from  the  mine  of  Rio  Tifito, 
fourteen  leagues  diftant  from  SeriKe. 

The  unevennefs  of  the  crown  of  die 
hin,  grres  a  wik!  look  to  this  cftyv  Mcft 
of  the  ftreets  are  crooked  anddinyj  the 
hocrfes  wooden  and  very  wretched  r  nm  d^ 
the  inhabitants  appear  much  the  richer  fdr 
their  cloth  manufactory.  Indeed  it  is  nd€ 
in  a  very  ffourilhing  conation  j  bnt  what 
cloth  they  make  is  fine. , 

The  comitry  hcrcabbuts  has*  tiie  rep«stt:k» 
of  being  the  beft  for  feeding  the  kind  of 
fheep  that  gives: the  cdebrafed  woof:  but  ai* 
thofe  flocks  wander  over  ntany  other  part* 
of  the  kmgdom,  and  afle  not  bred  here?,  t 
do  not  fee  any  right  Segovia  ha^  to  this 
exclufive  claim.  A  fmatt  quantity  of  it  f* 
manufaftured  in  the  cotmcry,  and  Arbtrgh 
mifmanagement,  lazincfe,  or  lack  of  h^ndish, 
(he  gre^atell  part  of  the  wool  is  carried  to 

France ; 
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France  ;  and,  at  Orleans  and  other  places, 
made  up  into  caps  and  cloths,  many  of 
which  return  to  Spain  for  fale. 

The  country  grew  fandy  as  we  advanced 
into  Old  Caftille.  In  general  it  is  extremely 
open,  but  now  and  then  we  came  to  woods 
of  pine-trees,  efpeclally  near  the  rivers.  It 
appears  much  better  land,  and  more  populous, 
than  New  Caftille,  for  the  villages  ftand  pret* 
ty  thick  in  moft  parts  of  it.  At  Villa  de 
Santa  Cruz,  the  only  thing  we  remarked 
was  a  cow's  tail,  in  which  the  hoftefs  ftuck 
her  combs ;  as  this  was  the  firft  inftance  we 
had  met  with  of  a  cuftom  which  prevsuled 
In  Sancho  Pan9a's  time,  and  was  of  fuch 
fervice  in  furnifhing  the  barber  with  a  falfe 
beard,  we  took  particular  notice  of  it. 
You  know  how  fqnd  I  am  of  the  fat  fellow, 
and  how  happy  I  muft  be  to  find  any  thing 
that  explains  and  exemplifies  the  traits  of 
his  inimitable  hiftory. 

Olmedo, 
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Olmedo,  which  I  think  is  a  place  that 
occurs  in  Gil  Bias,  is  a  ruined  town  in  a  fine 
pl^n,  rich  in  corn  and  pafturage,  in  droves 
of  brood  mares,  and  flocks  of  black  fheep  ; 
fome  pine-woods,  in  one  of  which  is  a 
grand  monaftery  of  Bernardines,  bound  the 
horizon  very  agreeably.  We  flept  on  the 
tenth  at  Homillo,  a  fmall  village  on  the 
river  Aldaya,  the  banks  of  which  are  pret- 
tily wooded,  and  form  many  interefting 
points  of  view. 

The  next  morning  we  came  through  a 
very  fandy  tra6t  of  foreft  land,  to  a  hill 
from  which  we  difcovered  the  plains  of 
Valladolid,  and  the  courfe  of  the  Duero  ; 
a  fine  river,  that  falls  into  the  ocean  at  Porto, 
in  the  kingdom  of  Portugal  Beyond  a 
chain  of  bare  white  hills,  at  one  of  their 
angles,  flands  the  town  of  Simancas,  where, 
in  938,  was  gained  that  fignal  vidory  over 
the  Moors,  which  gave  rife,  as  is  pretended, 
to  the  voto  de  Santiago.     The  archives  of 

the 
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the  realm  were  depofited^  bj  Philip  the 
Second^  in  the  caftle  of  SimancaS)  where 
they  ilill  remain.  Valladolid  is  a  yerj  bn^ 
rambling  citjr^  full  of  edifices;  ^riiich^  durmg 
the  rdgn  of  Philip  the  Thirds  who  made 
k  his  conftant  refidence,  were  the  ps^es  of 
lib  great  officers  and  nobility.  Being  aban- 
doned by  thttr  owners,  who  hare  followed 
Ae  court  in  all  its  diflfercnt  emigrations,  they 
are  fallen  to  decay,  and  exhibit  a  jHdure  of 
the  utmoft  defolation  :  the  palace  of  the 
king  is  fo  ruined,  that  I  could  with  di&cvltj 
find  any  body  to  fliew  me  the  fpot  where 
Kiilip  had  refided  The  private  houfes  are 
iJUbuilt  and  ugly.  The  great  fquare,  fome 
Drreets  built  i^oa  porticos,  many  colleges 
and  convents,  are  ftill  grand,  and  denote 
fomething  of  die  magnificence  of  a  place  v 
that  had  been  long  honoured  with  the  pre- 
fence  of  its  monarch ;  but  in  general,  Va^la- 
diolid  has  the  appearance  of  having  been 
run  up  19  ai  hurry  to  receive  the  coisrt,  and 

as 
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u  If  it  hid  lag CR  m&f»X  t©  iPfbuiW  it  %fte^ 
war(b  ?Lt  l€)irw«>  of  more  durable  materials 
than  had  brick  and  .mud,  the  compofition 
of  moftof  ite  prcfent  houfee.  The  Domi- 
nican convent,  a  Gothic  edifice,  is  the  moft 
K^markabk  in  the  city.  The  univcrfity  ia 
in  the  hift  ftage  of  a  decline,  and  trade  and 
snanu&^ures  at  as  low  an  ebb.  It  is  me« 
kncholy  to  behold  the  poverty  and  mifery 
painted  in  the  meagre  faces,  and  difplayec} 
in  the  tattered  garments  of  t;he  common 
people ;  the  vromen  go  quke  bape-headed 

We  pa&d  the  river  Puiferga  at  Cabe^on, 
l^rhix^  ha&  the  reputation  of  producing  the 
heft  win©  i^  the  proveice.  The  foil  is  clay 
salsQ^d  ij^itl^  fand^  and  mpft  of  it  plant^ 
with  vi^es.  The  hUls  afQ  conjippfed  of 
i^ata  of  clay  «i4  marie  ;  gr«at  Icarcity  of 
vood ;  but  a  mijch  more  cheerful  look  in  the 
country  than  in  any  part  of  New  CaftiHe : 
tj:^  number  pf  fmaU  towj?^  or  lafgc  viHagf€* 
jj^thqr  qpufideiraW^ ;  q^  irqH  of  the  hills^ 
4  ruined 


ir; 
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rained  towers  and  remains  of  ancient  caftle& 
We  travelled  up  the  Puiferga  for  many  miles^ 
through  a  broad  vale,  bare  of  trees,  but 
tolerably  well  cultivated  ;  we  croffed  and 
recroflfed  the  river  feveral  times ;  the  largeft 
bridge  is  near  Torquemada,  of  twenty-two 
arches.  The  houfes  hereabouts  are  built 
with  pieces  of  clay  fquared  and  baked  in 
the  fun,  but  their  concodion  is  very  im- 
perfeft. 

On  the  13th  we  came  to  a  much  more 
agreeable  country,  better  provided  with 
wood,  and  more  thronged  with  habitations  j 
on  every  fteeple  one  or  two  ftorks'  nefts  ; 
thofe  birds  feem  to  be  held  in  the  fame 
veneration  here  as  they  are  in  the  Low 
Countries.  That  morning  we  arrived  at 
Burgos,  the  ancient  capital  of  the  kingdom, 
of  Caftille,  but  long  fince  abandoned  by  its 
princes  to  obfcurity  and  decadency..  The 
approach  to  it,  up  a  long  valley,  is  rather 
pleafing  :  the  caftle,  the  ancient  broken  walls 

floping 


TRAVELS   'THROUGH   SPAIN.     257 

floping  down  from  it,  and'  lower  down 
the  cathedral,  terminate  -  the  profj)a£t  in 
a  pi(fhirefque  manner.  The  drefs  of  the 
women '  differs  from  all  thofe  we  have 
feen  elfewhere  ;  and  were  there  any  fmart- 
^nefs  ih  their  manner,  any  beauty  in 
their  faces,  or  even  the  ufual  bright  Spanifh 
eye  to  peep  out  from  under  their  veil,  it 
would  be  a  very  becoming  garment  for  i 
Country  girl  :  but  all  thofe  we  faw  were  the 
uglieft  awkward  hoydens  in  nature  j  they 
wear  large,  clumfy  fhoes,  almoft  as  bad  as 
the  French  fabot,  a  brown  gown  thrown 
back  and  tied  behind,  a  blue  and  white  apron^ 
and  a  large,  flowing,  white  veil  faftened  with 
blue  ribands.  The  montero  caps  of  the 
men  are  all  faced  with  red  or  blue. 

Before  we  entered  Burgos,  we  pafTed  by 
the  famous^  Abbey  delas  HueTgas,  one  of 
the  beft  endowed  in  Spain.  Its  nuns  arc 
all  noble,  and  the  abbefs  almoft  a  fdvereign 
princefs, -by  the  extent  of  her  territories, 

TOL  11^  R  the 
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the  number  c£  her  prerogadves,  and  the 
variety  of  her  jurifdi^ons«  The  convent 
is  not  a  (hewy  building ;  the  fituation  is  low 
and  unpleafant.  The  little  river  Alarcon 
feparates  the  fuburbs  from  the  city  ;  virhich 
is  built  in  a  very  irregular  manner,  on  the 
declivity  of  a  fteep  hill,  commanded  by  an 
antiquie  caftle,  once  the  abode  of  the  counts, 
and  afterwards  of  the  kings  of  CaftiUe. 

As  foon  as  the  petty  fovereigns  ci  Afturias 
ventured  to  fteal  out  of  their  mountainous 
faftneflfes  and  retreats,  to  extend  the  limits 
of  their  little  kingdom  at  the  expence  of  the 
Mahometan  caliphs,  their  conquefts  feem 
to  have  been  entrufted  to  the  care  of  gene- 
rals or  counts.  As  the  kings  of  Leon  and 
Afturias  virere  always  bulled  in  warfare,  if 
men  of  ftrong  bodies  and  valiant  fpirits,  and 
if  princes  of  a  weak  conftitution  snd  an  un- 
warlike  turn,  were  unable  to  form  any  ftrong 
oppofition,  thefe  counts  gradually  encroached 
upon  the  royal  prerogative,  and  converted  a 

precarious 
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precarious  delegated  command  into  the  fo- 
lid  eftabliftiment  of  hereditary  power.  By 
thefe  means,  about  the  clofe  of  the  tenth 
century,  the  counts  of  Caftille  became  en- 
tirely independent  of  the  crown  of  Leon, 
in  the  time  of  Ferdinand  Gonzales,  and 
during  the  minority  oi  Ramiro  the  Third, 
king  of  Leon.  Some  authors  have  advanc- 
ed^ that  the  Caflillians  at  one  time  had 
formed  themfelves  into  a  commonwealth, 
governed  by  two  judges,  one  appointed  to 
fuperintend  all  civil  affairs,  and  the  other 
to  command  the  troops.  But  the  proofs  al- 
ledged  to  fupport  this  opinion,  are  extreme- 
ly weak  and  fufpiciousj  it  is  however  a 
favourite  ftbry  in  Caftille. 

The  male  line  of  Gonzales  failed  in  the 
perfon  of  Garcias  Sanchez,  who  was  mur- 
dered by  fome  exiled  noblemen ;  and  his 
fifter  Munia  transferred  the  fbvereignty  to 
her  hufband  Sancho  the  Great,  king  of  Na- 
varre. This  prince  was  the  common  ftock 
R  a  of 
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of  all  the  princes  that  afterwards  goveroed 
the  feveral  pionarchies  of  Spain.  The  title 
of  king  of  Leon  was  foon  abforbed,  or  at 
leaft  fuperfeded  in  point  of  rank,  by  the 
new  one  of  Caftille. 

Over  the  city  gate  are  fame  ftatues  of 
the  judges  or  counts,  ftill  obje^s  of  great 
veneration  in  the  eyes  qf  the  patriotic  CajC- 
tillian* 

The  cftthedral  is  one  of  the  ne^Qft  magfii- 
6ceat  ftr^4tures  of  the  Gothic  Idnd,  now 
cxiftingii^  J^^ropej  but  alRfeough  it  rifes  rcry 
high,  and  is  feen  at  a  great  diftance,  its^ 
iituatioa  |n  a  hole  cut  out  of  the  fide  of  the 
hill^  is  a  great  difadvantage  to  its  general 
efFed.  Its  form  is  exa^ly  the  fame  as  thaC 
«f  YoriHaunfter,  which  I  lock  u]^n  to  be 
the  criter k)i»  ao^ording  to  iriiich  the  beautiea 
Qr  defers  of  every  Oothk  chuxcfa  are  to  fa* 
eliiq^tedf  At  tib^  ^f ftefi%  or  principal  frput 
are  two  ftecples  ending  in  <pires>  aa4  oathe 
centci:,  of  thi^  edftficf  rifes.;a  I»rg«  fqytre 
2  tower. 
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tower,  adomtd  with  eight  pinnacles  ;  on 
one  fide  of  the  eaft  end  is  a  lower  oilagort 
building,  with  eight  pyramids^  which  corre* 
ipond  exadly  to  the  Chapter-houfe  at  York, 
We  were  ftxuck  with  the  refemblance  be- 
tween thefe  buildings;  both  were  cmbellifhed 
with  a  profufion  of  ftatiies  j  moft  of  thofe 
at  York  were  deftroyed  in  the  firft  emotions 
of  iconockftic  zeal ;  thofe  of  Burgos  are 
ftill  in  full  pofleffion  of  the  homages  of  the 
country,  and  confequently  entire;  feveral 
ai  them  are  much  more  delicate  than  one 
would  expert,  confidering  the  age  they 
were  fculptured  in.  Santiago,  the  patron 
of  this  cathedral,  ftands  very  confpicuous 
on  his  war-horfe  among  the  needles  of  the 
main  fteeple ;  and  the  Virgin  Mary  ia  feate<J 
in  folemn  ftate  over  the  great  window  of 
the  weft  porch.  The  foliage-work,  arches^ 
pillars,  and  battlements,  are  executed  in  the 
moft  elaborate  and  finifhed  manner  of  that 
jlyle  which  has  ufually  been  called  Gothic  y 
R   3  of 
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of  late  this  appellation  is  exploded,  and  that 
of  Arabic  fubftituted  for  it.  I  confefs,  I  fee 
fome  reafon  to  doubt  of  the  propriety  of 
this  fecqnd  epithet.  In  the  buildings  I  have 
had  opportunities  of  examining  in  Spain  and 
in  Sicily,  which  are  undoubtedly  Saracenicj 
I  have  never  been  able  to  difcover  any  thing 
like  an  original  defign,  from  which  the 
Gothiq  ornaments  might  be  fuppofed  to  be 
copied.  The  arches  ufcd  in  our  old  cathe- 
drals are  pointed ;  thofe  of  the  Saracens 
are  almoft  femi-circular,  whenever  they  are 
not  turned  in  the  form  of  an  horfe-fhoe* 
The  churches  of  oyr  anceftpTS  fhoot  up 
into  fpix;e8,  toners,  pinnacles,  and  filigree 
work,  and  no  fuch  thing  as  a  cupola  feems 
ever  to  have  been  attempted  ;  the  mofques 
and  other  buildings  of  the  Arabians,  are 
founded  into  domes  and  coved  roofs,  with 
now  and  then  a  flcnder  fquare  n^inaret 
terminating  in  a  ball  or  pine-apple  ;  the 
4^abic  walls  fliine  with  painted  tiles,  mofaics, 


1. 
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and  fhiccOy  none  of  which  ever  appear  in 
our  ancient  edifices ;  the  pillars  in  the  latter 
are  generally  grouped  many  together,  and 
from  a  very  fmall  member  of  an  entablature 
fprings  one  or  two  arches ;  in  the  former, 
the  columns  Hand  fingle,  and  if  placed 
more  than  one  together  to  ftipport  fome 
heavy  part,  they  never  touch,  or  as  it  were 
grow  into  each  other;  there  is  always  a  thick 
architrave  at  lead  to  fupport  the  arch,  and 
commonly  an  upright  piece  of  wall  to  refift 
the  lateral  prefliire.  Whenever  it  happens, 
as  in  the  great  divifions  of  .the  mofque  at 
Cordova,  that  four  pillars  are  joined  toge- 
ther, it  is  by  means  of  a  fquare  vyall  or  pier, 
at  the  four  angles  of  which  are  placed  the 
columns,  perfediy  feparated  and  diftindt. 
In  jdl  the  varieties  of  capitals  I  have  takein 
drawings  of,  Lnever  found  one  exadly  the 
feme  in  defign  or  proportions,  as  our  Gothic 
ones  in  the  churches  of  England,  or  in 
thofe  of  France,  at  leaft  fuch  as  I  have  ex- 
amined ;  viz.  Saint  Denis,  Amiens,  Rouen, 

R  4  Bordeauxi 
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Bordeaux,.  Toure,  and  others.  The  Chrit- 
tian  ftruSures  are  extremely  lofty,  -and  full 
of  long  windows  with  painted  glafs;  the 
porches  and  doors  are  deep  recefles,  with  fe- 
veral  arches  onewithinanother,  crowded  with 
little  faints  and  angels*  Now  every  thing  is 
different  in  the  mofque  of  Cordova,  the  oply 
one  I  have  ever  feen,  but  which  I  think  may 
be  fairly  deemed  a  proper  fisimple  of  Arabian 
facred  architecture,  to  eftablilh  a  judgment 
upon  ;  whether  we  coofider  its  antiquity^ 
being  built  before  the  ninth  century ;  its  pre^ 
fent  ftate,  which,  fbme  parts  excepted,  i& 
exactly  as  it  was  a  thouiknd  years  ago ;  or 
lailly,  the  princely  hands  that  raifed  it  It 
^  was  ere^^jd  by  Abdoulrahman  the  Firft,  pro- 
bably  upon  the  defigns,  and  under  the  in-^; 
fpeftion  of  the  ab4eft  archite6:s  rf  the  age, 
and  according  to  the  method  of  diftribution 
obferved  4n  holy  edifices  built  in  Arabia  and 
E^pt.  Here^  and  I  have  reafon  to  think 
U  is  fo  in  moft,  if  not  all,  mofqiieis,  the 

.     ekvatioi^ 
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ckvation  of  the  roof  is  triffingi  not  afevenw 
teen^  part  of  the  length  of'  the  iles  ;  there 
are  no  windows  of  any  fize,  and  \i^hdt  there 
are,  are  covered  with  filigree-work  in  ftone, 
fo  as  never  to  admit  any  great  quantity  x£ 
light,  which  wds  received  from  &y-lights 
and  cupolas,  and  from  the  occafional  open^ 
ing  c^  the  <ioors ;  the  finking  back  of  the 
arches  over  the  gates  is  fcarce  perceptible,  aa 
they  are  akaoft  of  an  equal  projedion  with 
the  wall  of  the  building.  From  all  theftf 
differential  marks,  I  am  inclined  to  fuiped: 
that  our  old  ftrudiires  have  been  new-named^ 
and  Mahometanifed,  without  fufiident  ]^oof 
of  their  4^abic  origin;  At  the  fame  time 
X  admowledge  it  is  difficult  to  find  them^ 
a  more  fatisfafhory  and  genuine  pedigree. 

The  beft  age  of  that  flyle  of  conftru^icttx 
began  in  England  in  the  reign  of  Henry 
the  Third,  for  till  then  we  built  in  the  clumfy 
manner  called  Saxon,  dcflitute  of    ereigr. 
):ecommendation  but  folidity ;  the  new  tafte: 

came 
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came  in  aD  probalMlky  from  France,  intnv 
dnc^  by  fome  Provencals  diat  foQowed 
the  queen*   |f  you  iitppofe  it  imported  into 
llkfit  kingdoni  ]>j  thofe  that  returned  from 
the  crufadoes,  we  muft  of  couiie  iet  it  down 
as  an  eaftem  invendon*     The  queftion  is 
what  part  of  the  eaft  it  came  fivm,  and  whe- 
ther it  was  the  fame  as  that  employed  by 
the  Aralnans.    If  there  were  clear  proofs 
of  its  bdhg  a  branch  of  the  Anbic  archi- 
tedure,  it  would  ffill  appear  extntoixttnacy, 
that  its  very  firft  introdu^on  into  Qmftenr 
dom  fhould  be  attended  with  fo  great  a 
variation  from  the  models  it  was  meant  to 
imitate  ;  and  that  any  prince  or  learned 
prieft  that  thought  it  worthy  of  being  em- 
ployed in  his  country,  ihouid  immediately 
fet  about  new  fafhioning  it  in  all  its  points. 
We  may,  if  we  pleafe  to  indulge  our  fancy^ 
fay  .that  fome  fublime  genius  ftarted  out 
from  the  dufty  gloom  of  a  monaftic  library, 
altered  and  improved  upon  the  hint9  he 

found 
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found  in  books  of  Arabian  architefture, 
£ubftituted  bold  and  aftonifhing  ideas  of 
his  own;  found  biihops,  princes,  and  abbots, 
willing  to  adopt  t^eoi ;  and  built  chvirches 
in  a  ftyle  entirely  new,  and  app^ently 
orij^ual.  We  m^y  fuppofe  him  to  have 
formed  a  fchool  of  other  monks,  the  only 
architects  of  thofe  ages  among  the  Ghriftians; 
and  that  thefe  pupils  gradually  new  modelled 
the  precepts  of  their  mailer,  and  reduced 
his  mejtbod  to  certain  rules ;  which  after- 
wards ferved  as  guides  through  4II  the  fan- 
taftic  mazes  of  our  eccleljaftical  archite<Jlure. 
Some  p^rfons  have  fufpedled  it  to  have  been 
the  manner  pradifed  by  the  eaftem  Chrit? 
tians,  and  not  adopted  by  the  Arabs  j  who 
might  difdain  to  have  any  thing  fimilar  in 
their  places  of  worfliip,  with  thofe  of  a 
conquered  people.  Others  have  been  of 
opinion,  that  it  comes^originally  from  Perfia, 
or  further  call }  and  fome  again  maintain  it 
tp  |?e  ^n  European  invention,  or  at  leaft  a 

barbarous 
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barbarous  mode  of  building  brot^ht  hj 
fome  great  genius  to  the  elegant  perfedion 
we  behold  in  our  cathedrals.  The  argu* 
ment  would  require  a  great  number  of  com* 
parifonSy  confrontations,  and  combinations^ 
to  find  out  the  connedion  between  the  two 
manners :  fuch  a  difquifition  belongs  more 
properly  to  a  treatife  than  to  a  letter,  of 
which  it  has  already  engrofled  too  large 
a  ihare. 

Jn  a  narrow  lane  near  Buigos  we  were 
detained  for  fome  time  by  the  paiCng  of 
many  fmall  carts,  coming  down  from  Aragon  . 
with  fpears  for  bull^ghting,  iron,  and  chairs* 
Thefe  are  the  carts  that  fuggefted  to  Cer- 
vantes the  idea  of  Merlin's  chariot  in  the 
fecond  part  of  Don  Quixote.  Their  wheels 
make  a  creaking  or  grinding,  which  I  can 
compare  to  nothing  but  the  noife  of  iron 
mills  and  fire  engines.  It  is  the  loudeft' 
and  mod  piercing  found  imaginable;  and 

before 
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before  you  are  acquainted  with  the  caufe, 
it  i^  not  poffible  to  guefs  ^hiA  produces  it. 

We  proceeded  along  the  river  fide,  through 
awell-wooded,  handfomc  vak.  The  Carthu^ 
lian  convent  Hands  beautifully  on  a  round 
hill ;  its  old  chapel  anfwers  the  idea  of  a 
fine  objed  in  an  Engliih  garden.  Behind' 
it  rifes  a  long  ridge  of  green  hills,  over 
virhich  appear  the  fnowy  fummits  of  fome 
very  diftaqt  mountains.  We  flept  at  a  poof 
place,  where  we  were  much  diverted  with  • 
the  head  attire  of  the  married  women  ; 
it  confifts  of  a  black  periwig,  faced  all  round 
with  the  wool  of  a  black  lamb,  ending  be- 
hind in  two  long  plaited  treffes,  that  reach 
down  to  their  rumps.  Previous  to  their 
nuptials,  they  are  obliged  to  make  up  this 
degant  kind  of  helmet,  which  renders 
their  natural  uglinefs  ftill  more  horrible, 
^  All  the  fourteenth  we  travelled  from  vale 
to  vale,  over  the  bare  hills  thatYeparate  them^ 
The  moft  fertile  is  the  vale  of  Saint  Mary, 

where 
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where  the  c6m  was  tincommonly  ftfong 
and  healthy,  but  the  road  fo  bad  as  to  ptit 
us  frequently  in  danger  of  an  overturn. 
At  length  all  thefe  alternate  plains  and  hills 
brought  us  to  the  foot  of  the  Sierra  del  Oca ; 
a  lofty  ridge  of  mountains  that  runs  from 
weil  to  eaft,  and  feems  to  block  up  all  further 
progrefs.  As  our  muleteers  had  informed  us 
that  we  were  not  to  climb  the  mountain^  we 
were  long  coilfidering  where  the  pafs  could 
poffibly  be.  Pancorvo  proved  to  be  the 
place  ;  a  long  village  in  a  defile  that  winds 
through  the  Sierra,  with  immehfe  piles  of 
rock  impending  on  every  fide.  It  wears  a 
moft  awful,  tremendous  afpe£t,  which  was 
heightened  by  the  black  clouds  that  hung 
upon  the  fummits  of  its  cliffs,  and  foon 
after  burft  in  a  violent  ftorm  of  thunder 
and  rain. 

On  the  fifteenth,  having  pafTed  through 
with  great  eafe,  as  the  road  is  extraordinary 
good,  we  defcended  into  the  fruitful  plains 

ot 
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of  the  Ebra  Hbls  noble  river  Sd  mat 
appear  to  lus  much  Ids  here  at-  Miralicla^ 
than  it  did  above  two  hundred  and  thirt}r. 
miles  lower,  at  Tortofa,  where  we  crofled 
it  dght  months  ago.  The  bridge  was  de^ 
ftroyed  laft  year,  and  a  feny  now  fiipplies  its 
place  ;  and  is  likely  to  do  fo  long,  for  this 
is  not  the  country  for  fpeedy  repairs,  Mi- 
randa is  well  (ituated,  but  its  building^  are 
poor,  and  its  gates  and  ftreets  fo  narrow  that 
a  carriage  cannot  pafs  through  them.  The 
plain  is  of  great  extent,  bounded  to  the  weft 
by  the  blue  mountains,  where  the  Ebro 
takes  its  rife.  In  thefe  flats,  which  are  fre- 
quently overflowed,  the  foil  is  a  rich  loam, 
where  they  cultivate  a  large  quantity  of  oats, 
a  grain  not  much  fown  or  ufed  in  the 
fouthern  provinces.  We  afcended  the  hills 
to  a  gravelly  country  planted  with  vines,  and 
at  Puebla  de  TriviSo,  bade  adieu  to  all  bad 
roads,  and  villainous  inns  j  for  here  we  en- 
tered Alaba,  a  divifion  of  Bifcay,  and  imme- 
I  diately 
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diately  came  to  the  fineft  road  imaginable, 
fliade  at  the  expence  of  the  province,  and 
earned  through  the  whole  fignory  of  Bifcay, 
to  the'  frontiers  of  France.  Their  only 
fault  is  being  rather  narrow  in  fome  places, 
which  indeed  is  excufable  from  the  moun- 
tainotts  and  difficult  paflcs'they  have  been 
conveyed  over,  where  more  fpace  is  fcarce 
to  be  contrived.  Every  thing  roUnd  us 
now  aflumed  a  different  appearance;  in- 
ftead  of  the  bare,  depopulated  hills,  fhe 
melancholy,  defpondent  countenances,  the 
dirty  inns,  and  abominable  roads,  that  our 
eye  had  been  accuftomed  to  for  fo  many 
months ;  we  here  were  revived  by  the  light 
of  a  rich,  ftudied  culture,  a  clean-looking, 
fmiling  people,  good  furniture,  neat  houfes, 
fine  viroods,  good  roads,  and  fafe  bridges. 

Bifcay  is  the  country  of  the  ancient 
Gantabri,  fo  imperfectly  fubdued  by  Augus- 
tus, and  fo  (lightly  annexed  to  the  Roman 
empire.     Their  mountains  have /in  all  ages 

afforded 
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aJB^rded  them  temptations  and  opportunities 
cf  withdrawing  themfelves  from  everjr  yobe 
that  has  been  attempted  to  be  impofed  upon 
them.  Their  language  is  accounted  abori^ 
ginal,  and  unmixed  ^  with  either  Latin^ 
French,  or  Spanifh.  It  is  fo  totally  different 
from  the  Caftillian,  that  we  feldom  met  with 
aay  of  the  peafants  that  underftood  one 
word  of  Spaniih.  The  Bifcayners  are  ftout^ 
brave,  and  choleric  to  a  proverb.  The  beft 
failors  in  Spain  belong  to  the  ports  of  Bifcay, 
and  its  mountains  produce  a  very  valuable 
race  of  foldiers.  Their  privileges  are  very 
*cxtenfive,  and  they  watch  over  them  with 
a  jealous  eye.  They  have  no  bifliops  in  the 
province,  and  flyle  the  king  only  Lord  of 
Bifcay.  The  men  are  well-built  and  idtive, 
Hke  all  mountaineers.  The  moft  fmgular 
thing  in  their  drefs  is  the  covering  of  their 
legs  ;  they  wrap  a  pieCe  of  coarfe  grey  or 
black  woollen  cloth  round  them,  and  fatten 
it  on  with  many  turns  of  tape  j  it  anfwers 
VOL.  II.  S  precifely 


precifdy  the  idea  I  have  of  MalToUo's  crort-' 
:^utermgintheTweIfth*nighL  TttewomfiA 
jre  beautiful  as  angels,  tall,  light,  and  merry; 
4heir  garb  is  neat  a;^d  paftoral ;  their  hair 
idls  in  long  plaits,  do wa  their  backs,  .and  ^ 
jfcil  ot.handkerchief,twif{ed  round  in  a  oa- 
quetiih^  m^nfttf ,  fepv^es:  tt)«iA  for  a  very  be- 
<:ommg .  head-^i^efs :  on  Sm4^j^  ^^  jg^ 
ncrally  yre»r  yrhitei,  tied  with  rofi>-(toldurcd 
knots;  ' 

The  firftr  Bifcayan  inn  we  ftoftpeid  at,  is 
.delightfully  fituated  near  the  bajaks.  (tf  :.^e 
jomantic  Sahorra.  ;  We  were  vay  layiih 
of  our,  .pifai^es,  upon  the  f^iart  habiUop^nts 
of  the Uj^Ljilord's daughters^ hisovfn  ciyility, 
and  the.  cleanlinef^  of  ewry  thing  ift  his 
houfe.  ..,       ; 

We  came  in  the  evening  an  eafy  joiirney 
to  Yi^oria,  through  the  fineft  plains  f^r^ 
haps  in  Europe.  I  cannot  find  words  tQ 
cxprefs  its  wonderful  fertility,  the  crowds  of 
villages  In  fight  on  all  the  little  emiaen^es, 

the 


^e  noble  woods  diat  ftretch  round  the  com-e 
lands,  arid  the  happy,  bufy  looks  of  the  crowd 
which  we  met  returning  from  market  j 
every  cottage  has  its  little  garden,  neat  find: 
flourifhing. 

Viftoriais^  placed  on  a  hill,  and  makea  a 
figure  &om  all  the  environs  ;  but  the 
ftreets  are  narrow  and  gloomy,  the  hcufes 
being  built  of  a  very  dark-icoloiired  flonc^ 

Having  traverfed  the  rich  plains  beyond 
ihe  capital  of  Alava^  >ve  afcended  the  hilla 
Into  the  woods,  which  confift  of  oak,  beech,* 
and  cheftnut.  They'purfue  here  the  fame 
method  as  the  inhabitants  of  the  French 
fide  of  the  Pyrenees,  that  of  pkntiilg  their 
timber-trees  j  wherever  an  old  one  is  fdled,' 
they  take  care  to  replace  it  with  a  young 
fet  about  four  feet  high. 
' .  Near  Salinas,  a  village  inhabited  by  the 
workmen  of  the  iron  forges,  we  entered 
the  very  heart '  of  the  mountains  ;  which 
would  h6  impafiable  from  the  fteep  afcents 
•   *      '  s  2  and 
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iuid  rajud  flopes,  had  they  not  lefTened  the 
difficulties  by  pi-oper  windings  of  the  road,, 
and  by  great  attention  to  the  keeping  of  it 
m  petfed  repair.  The  tops  of  all  thefe 
mountains  are  crowned  with  forefts,  or  co- 
vered with  paftures ;  the  acclivities  cultivat- 
ed as  far  as  their  nature  will  allow,  and  the 
deep  vallies  thronged  with  villages,  hamlets, 
iron<-works,  orchards,  and  gardens.  The 
timber  of  the  mountains,  and  the  iron 
fmelted  in  the  forges,  employ  a  great  num^ 
ber  of  hands,  and  give  Kfe  and  fpirit  to  the 
whole  province.  The  little  towns  are  full 
of  good  houfes,  built  by  thofe  whofe  in- 
dtiftry  and  enteiTprizes  have  been  rewarded 
with  fuccefs.  Thefe  manufadlorles  and  un- 
dertakings difFufe  opulence  among  the  mid- 
dle clafs  of  men,  and  enable  them  to  indulge 
the  patriotic  vanity  of  fettling  comfortably 
in  their  native  hamlets. 

Having  winded  along  a  charming  valley 
for  many  hours,  and  repeatedly  crdled  a 

beautifol 
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beautiful  river,  we  pafled  ovef  a  high  chain 
of  mountains  at  the  Puerto  de  Villareal. 
We  there  enjoyed  fine,  but  not  extehlkre 
Tiews,  of  a  mountainous,  well-wooded  coun- 
try. We  then  defcended  into  the  charming 
valley  of  Tolofa,  a  large  town,  which,  like 
all  thofe  we  pafTed  through,  fwarms  with  in* 
habitants.  The  landfcape  on  every  fide  is 
divine,  and  approaches  the  nearefl:  to  thofe 
of  La  Cava  in  the  kingdom  of  Naples,  or 
thofe  of  Tiyoli  in  the  Roman  ftate,  of  any 
I  recoiled  having  met  with  in  the  courfe  of 
my  travels. 

Early  on  the  eighteenth,  we  gained  the 
fummit  of  a  woody  hill,  from  whence  we 
overlooked  the  Biy  of  Bifcay,  Fontarabia, 
Andaye,  the  courfe  of  the  Bidaflba,  the 
province  of  Labour  in  France,  and  a  prodi- 
gious range  of  the  Pyrenees.  A  more 
delightful  profpeft  never  exifted,  even  in 
the  divine  imagination  of  Claude  Lorrain. 

About  eleven,  we  arrived  at  the  Bidaflba ; 
$3  a  broad. 
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a  broad,  clear  ilreain,  that  ifTues,  mth  great 
majefly,  out  of  a  valley  among  the  moun**^ 
tain$,  and*  flows  through  the  marihes  into 
ihe  /e*.  The  water  was  fo  low  that  the  car- 
nages p^fled  through  the  river ;  but  .we 
tOQk  the  ferry-rboat,  and  landed  in  Prance^ 
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INTRODUCTION. 


'  i  ■'HE  following  pages  might  Have  ferved 
'■•  as  a  prelude  to  my  Neapolitan  tour, 
but  at  the  dme  of  its  appearance,  I  was  ex* 
tremely  unwilling  to  undertake  a  defcription 
of  any  part  of  France,  and  therefore,  inftead 
of  continuing  the  account  of  my  Travels 
from  the  confines  of  Spain,  I  chofe  to  com- 
mence my  narrative,  at  the  inftant  of  our 
leaving  Marfeilles.  France  is  a  kingdom  fo 
often  vifited  by  Englifh  travellers,  that  I  had 
little  hopes  of  coUeding  new  materials  dthcr 
for  entertainment  or  inftruaion  j  but  I  am 
fince  become  confcious  that  this  onuffioa 
deftroys  the  connexion  between  my  Letten 
on  Spain  andmy Travels  in  Italy,  and  hunies 
my  reader  too  abruptly  from  the  Oceaa  to 

the 
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the  Mediterranean  fea.  To  fupply  this  dc^ 
ficiency.  I  now  publifli  my  obfcrvations  on 
the  intervening  provinces,  and  hope  they  will 
fill  up  the  chafm  in  a  fatisfa£kory  manner,  and 
thus  form  one  regular  and  well-conneded 
ieries  of  travels. 


) '  . . ' 
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LETT  E  R    X 

Tarbes,  June  12,  1776. 

AFTER  completing  a  circle  of  fixteen 
hundred  miles,  I  am  at  length  re- 
turned to  the  point  from  which  I  took  my 
departure  in  Odober.  My  laft  letter  in- 
formed you  briefly,  that  I  had  paflfed  the 
limits  of  the  Spanifh  dominions,  and  was 
once  more  landed  on  the  territories  of  France, 
Thefe  monarchies  are  divided  by  the  waters 
of  the  BidafToa,  impetuous  and  difficult  at 
?  hlgl> 
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high  tide,  but  at  other  times,  clear  and  ph^ 
cid,  flowing  through  a  delicious  vale,  that 
ill  accords  with  the  ideas  generally  enter* 
tained  of  the  boundaries  between  two  mighty 
empires :  the  eafe  with  which  we  were  ferried 
over,  and  the  abfence  of  all  military  parade, 
rendered  it  ftill  more  unlike ;  but  uq  fooner 
did  we  fet  foot  on  French  ground,  than  we 
were  made  fenfible  of  the  feparation ;  a  mod 
rigorous  fearch  of  our  baggage  took  place ; 
the  ferenity  of  the  weather  was  a  fortunate 
circumftance,  for  every  article  belonging  to 
us  was  taken  out  of  the  trunks,  and  fpread 
upon  the  grafs ;  the  colleding  and  lowing 
of  them  again  in  their  refpeftive  places,  con-  * 
fumed  the  bed  part  of  the  day,  and  night 
overtook  us  before  we  could  reach  Saint  Jean 
de  Luz.*  The  lituation  of  this  town  is 
charming.  The  Ninette  falls  into  the  fea 
at  a  fmall  diftance  below,  having  firft  fwellcd 

*  Luv,  or  Luis,  Agnifies  mud  in  Bafque,  very  charac* 
terifiict>fdiefoiL 

out 


T  O     M  A  R  S  £  I  t  L  E  S  128  j 

^ut  into  a  double  bay,  capable  of.  admitting 
Ireffels  of  confiderable  tonnage ;  but  its  en- 
trance is  difficulty  and  the  road  dangerous 
in  ftormy  weather.  The  fhore  is  lined  with 
buildings,  and  Ihelteredby  hills  of  moderate 
elevation,  which  rife  gently  all  around,  con- 
trafting  their  green  flopes  and  woody  fum- 
mits  with  tins  grand  expanfe  of  waten  The 
adjacent  country  is  highly  and  varioufly  cul- 
tivated, and  the  Pyrenean  mountains,  which 
difplay  fofter  features  than  eminences  of  fi- 
milar  height  ufually  poflfefs,  clofe  in  the  back 
ground  with  pleafmg  dignity. 

The  language  peculiar  to  the  province  of 
•  Labour  *  is  Bafque,  which,  I  am  informed^ 
bears  little  affinity  to  any  of  the  neighbour- 
ing dialedks,  and  claims  a  lineal  defcent  from 
the  aboriginal  tongue  of  the  Cantabrians.  I 
fear  no  monuments  remain  to  guide  etymo- 
logifts  in  a  refearch  how  far  this  claim  is 

*  A  corruption  of  Lapurdum^  the  ancient  name  of 

Bsiyonne. 

admifllble 
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admiffible,  or  how  mueh  th.e  laogu^e  14 
alt^ed,  improved^  or  dq5;enerated  from  tha 
o)4  ftock:  it  abounds  in  vowels,  imd  it| 
founds  ate  foft  and  muiicaL 

The  fpint  of  their  anceftoiB  ftiU  ttres  td 
the  Bafques  and  their  neighbours  the  Bifcay^ 
Hers;  who  boaft  of  the  fame  origin :  all  we 
tead  in  ancient  hiftory  of  the  agility,  per-^ 
{everance,  and  induftiy,  of  the  Cantab* 
rians,  may  be  recognized  at  this  day  in 
cveiy  pait  of  thefe  provinces.  Their  early 
habits  of  exereife  improve  the  neatnefti 
of  limb  and  flexibility  of  mufcles  which  dii« 
tinguifh  them  when  adults :  if  they  dance  to 
the  found  of  their  native  tambourine,  the 
fire  of  their  chara£t$r  perva^des  and  animates 
the  whole  frame.  Ancient  Greece  herfelf 
could  not  preieht  hct  psuntets  and  fciilptors, 
with  models  of  more  exquifite-Stegance  than 
the  young  ^omen  of  this  country  j  a  flow- 
ing white  veil  faftened  with  bunches  of  red 
ribbons,  and  the  freedom  which  their  fliort 

garments 
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garmenb  }ww£ot  every  mdvemettt)  enhance 
the  natural  beauty  of  their  form. 
.  S^roin  Sai^  Jeah  to  Bayotme  the  land- 
loape  is:dc£^stful9\the  foil  tich  in  produce 
tioa^ ©f.maily^JtipLdvfhc furfacc  pleafantly 
Ufterefl ,  '9i^  \  4towned  ^vkh  noble  woods^ 
l^ut  tk^^oi^ifvQtn  tbebaoks  of  ;the  Bidaf* 
^  are  ir)iA^)'^iy  bad*  :  Icamiot  account 
1^  tiiUL«®9fiWEMP[»a  neglcd  either  on  poli- 
tical w  o?<jork?»[iic?il  principles,  efpecially  ai 
tl^e  higl^way^  in  the  next  Spanifh  province» 
are  jp|(^iu^^  dnd  carefully  main- 

laL^ei*  C^a|tjpr,pceed  from.  ^  Jbiveteracy 
of  ^v^f^Xf;^^$l  ^Wch .  perpetuates  the 
nuifanG6i'apftd,.pr€f«eat$  the  prefent  fet  of 
§]|;wiiyi^^ J^^i.tU  themfelves  autho« 

rize4  to  i^ilit^e  ^  aQn^rrmnicatioa,  which 
tbqr ,  predeceflbrs  had:  ?pfi|ely  rendeiyed  as 
difl^cplt  a$  po^bl^  t  Qwc  aanriagesy  tKhich 
J^ad .  pafliid  .^.Vnli^rc^en  oyer,  the  rocfct  of 
Valejoicia,  and  through  the  clays  of  Andalufia, 

were 
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"were  fliattertd  to  pieces  disni^  dns 
journey.    . 

^  Bayonne  h  (ituated  three  miles  £roni 
the  Bay  of  Bifcay,  at  the  conflux  of  the 
nvers  Adorer  and  Nive,  both  naidgable; 
but  their  mouth  is  embarraifad  with  (hifting 
iands,  which  it  requires  the  ikiil  of  an  ex*^ 
perienced  pilot  to  avoid.  .  Hie  hills  on  each 
fide  are  defended  by  fortificadons^  traced  after 
the  plans  of  Marihal  Vauba:n,  in  order  to 
render  impregnable  a  place  that  was  long  the 
Key  of  France,  and  as  fuch  frequently  but 
unfuccefsfuUy  attempted  by  the  Spaniards  : 
although  every  apprehenfion  fr6m  that  quar- 
ter has  ceafed  fince  the  crown  of  Spsun  has 
been  fixed  on  the  brow  of  a-  prince  of  the 
Bourbon  line,  the  works  are  nevertheled 
kept  up,  and  a  confiderable  garrifon  main- 
tained to  man  themi-^  Twenty-^fix  thoufand 
inhabitants   are   computed    to    refide    in 

.       '      Bayonne, 

^  S^yon&e  fignifies  In  Bafiiue  a  inij^oj. 
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Bayonne,  near  four  thoufand  of  which,  are  of 
the  Jewifh  perfuafion :  when  this  perfecuted 
race  of  men  was  driven  out' of  Spain  and 
Portugal,  great  numbers  of  them  took  re- 
fuge ;  here ;  they  increafed  fo  rapidly,  as 
foon  to  feel  the  neceffity  of  fending  forth  a 
colony  to  Bordeaux,  where  it  has  flouriflied 
furprilingly  by  brokerage  and  privateering. 

Bayonne  was  an  independant  vifcounty 
till  fubdued  by  the  kings  of  England, 
dukes  of  Aquitaine  :  in  1450,  when  they 
were  flxipped  of  all  their  continental  pof- 
feflions,  it  paffed  with  the  reft  under  the 
dominion  of  Charles  the  Seventh,  king  of 
France.  Commerce  is  here  carried  on  with 
great  fpirit  j  the  neighbouring  provinces  of 
France  draw  a  large  proportion  of  their 
foreign  commodities'firom  this  port,  and  fend 
hither  in  ireturn  their  fuperfluous  produdions 
to  be  forwarded  to  a  proper  market ;  but  the 
moff  lucrative  branches  of  its  traffic  are  fup- 
ported  by  an  intercourfe  with  Spain.  A  great 

VOL.  .11.      .        T  number 
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number  of  fliips  are  built  here,  as  many 
materials  for  conflru^on  are  to  be  had  at 
the  firft  hand.  In  war-time  Bayonne  fits 
out  ftout  and  well-appointed  privateers,  and 
in  days  of  peace  its  mariners  approve 
themfelves  hardy  and  induftrioi^s  in  com- 
mercial purfuits }  they  were  the  firft  that 
attempted  the  whak  and  Newfoundland 
fiiherie^,  and  invented  the  method  of  curing 
cod;  theydiicovered  Canada,,  and  penetrated 
into  the  heart  of  that  vafl  and  favage  region, 
by  ^tiling  up  the  river  of  Saint  Laurence, 
thi^  opening  a  new  icene  for  the  ambition 
ai>d  animo&y  of  two  rival  nations. 

The  coachmaker  having  pronounced  our 
chaifes  incapaJble  of  proceecMng,  without 
gte^iL  repairs^  we  rode  pofii  to  Tarbes  :  the 
hafte  we  loade  to  reach'  this,  city,  and  the 
intenfe  heal  of  the  day,  precludied  aH  obler^ 
various  on  the  places  we  palSed  through. 


LET- 
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Tarbesj  June  29. 

TARBES,  the  capital  of  the  province 
of  Bigorre,  is  an  open  city  widely 
fpread  in  the  center  of  a  large  plain :  it  has 
more  the  appearance  of  a  great  village  than 
of  an  epifcopal  fee.  The  waters  of  the 
Adour,  which  are  conduced  through  it  in 
various  channels,  procure  fignal  convenicncies 
to  the  inhabitiants,  but  render  the  air  damp 
and  chilly. 

The  cathedral  is  very  ancient,  and  fup- 
pofed  to  occupy  the  lite  of  Begora^  or 
Cajirum  Begorrenfe^  whence  the  countiy  de- 
rives its  name ;  its  bifhop  fat  among  the  pre- 
lates of  the  council  held  at  Agde  in  50^ 
The  ruins  of  a  caftk  fill  patt  of  the  cenftrai 
divifion  of  the  town,  to  which  the  othef 

quarters  were  originally  fuburbs. 

T  2  The 
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The  general  affembly  of  the  ftates  of  Bi- 
gorre  meets  annually  at  Tarbes,  whofe  pre- 
late is  their  perpetual  prefident;  the  other 
members  are  feven  abbots  or  priors,  two 
commanders  of  the  order  of  Maltha,  twelve 
barons,  and  twenty-eight  deputies  of  towns*. 
Each  branch  of  adminiftration  has  its  vote, 
and  two  out  of  the  three  fuffice  to  carry  a 
point.  In  thefe  affemblies  all  public  bufine& 
is  difcufled,  and  all  afleflments  made.  In 
countries  that  enjoy  the  privilege  of  meeting 
annually,  taxation  and  expenditure  are  gene- 
rally managed  in  a  manner  lefs  onerous  to 
the  fubjefl:,  than  in  thofe  provinces  whichy. 
having  been  long  the  peculiar  domain  of  the 
French  monarch,  or  acquired  by  conqueft, 
retain  no  traces  of  liberty,  and  are  aban- 

*  This  is  the  account  I  received  in  the  country.  The 
geogra[Atcal  delcriptionsof  Bigorre  compofe  the  ftates  of 
one  bifliop,  four  abbots,  one  commander,  twelve  barons^ 
ibme  gentlemen,  and  the  deputies  of  the  townlhtps.  . 

doned 
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doned  to  the  mercilefs  rule  of  financiers. 
The  little  freedom  ftill  apparent  in  Bigorre 
is  the  ghoft  of  that  conftitution,  which  the 
ancient  inhabitants  maintained  in  full  force 
againft  the  efforts  of  feveral  races  of  fove- 
reigns,  all  of  whom  felt  a  defire  of  fubverting 
it,  but  either  failed  in  the  attempt:,  or  forefaW 
that  their  fafety  depended  upon  their  com- 
pliance with  the  eftablifhed  regulations* 
The  Bigorri  were  a  people  of  Gaul,  claffed 
by  the  Romans  among  the  nations  of  the 
third  Aquitania.  In  the  ninth  centuryj  a 
particul2^:  count  or  governor  was  firft  fent  to 
prefide  over  them,  and  in  the  common  courfe 
of  events,  the  power  of  thefe  counts  became 
hereditary.  Towards  the  clofe  of  the  four- 
teenth century,  this  province  was  united 
to  the  vifcounty  of  Beam  j  it  afterwards 
formed  a  part  of  the  dominions  of  Navarre, 
and  with  that  kingdom  fell  to  the  crowii  of 
France,  by  the  acceffion  of  Henry  the 
Fourth. 

T  3  ,.  The 
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The  people  of  Bigorrehavc  a  warm  attach^ 
roent  to  the  place  of  their  birth,  and  feldom 
fail  to  return  to  it  with  the  money  they  have 
earned  in  various  parts  of  the  kingdom,  in 
order  to  purchafe  a  little  land,  and  wind  off 
the  remnants  of  the  clew  of  life,  among  the 
companions  of  their  youth.    Cookery  is-  a 
favourite  profeffion  of  theirs,  but  in  every 
trade  they  become  confpicuous  by  their  in- 
duftry.     They  are  far  from  a  comely  race, 
and  when  advanced  in  years  are  troubled 
with  wens  on  the  throat ;  their  ftature  is  ra- 
ther below  what  the  Englifh   efteem  the 
middle  fiz6  ;  but  they  are  mufcular  and  ac- 
tive, and  dance  with  uncommon  fpirit  and 
precifion.     In   fummer  they   go  barefoot, 
though  the  foil  is  full  of  ftones,  and  only 
put  on  flippers  when  about  to  dance,     TTieir 
clothes  are  always  neat  and  in  good  condition, 
their  circumflances  being  much  eafier  than 
thofe  of  the  French  peafantry  in  other  pro- 
vinces }  the  women  wear  a  red  hood,  that 

fits 
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fits  the  head  like  a  nun's  veil,  and  falls  down 
to  the  waift.     In  the  diftrift  of  Offun  the 
men  ftill  adhere  to  the  mode  of  drefs  that 
prevailed  in  the  reign  of  Henry  the  Fourth, 
and  probably  in  times  of  much  greater  anti- 
quity;  a  fmall  round  bonnet,  a  brown  jacket 
and  doublet  laced  down  the  feams  with  white, 
red  cuffs,  and  trunk-hofe,  diftinguifh  them 
from  all  their  neighbours ;  they  are  prin- 
cipally employed  as  carriers,  and  have  long 
enjoyed  the  reputation  of  unfuUied  honefty. 
The  provincial  dialed  of  Bigorre  is  ex- 
tremely uncouth  to  the  ear  of  a  ftranger. 
Though  I  believe  the  wealthier  inhabitantsof 
Bigorre  are  neither  poflefled  of  more  probity, 
nor  lead  more  irreproachable  lives  than  thofe 
of  the  northern  parts  of  France,  there  appears 
toexift  a^eater  fund  of  honour  and  honefty 
among  the  inferior  ranks,  at  leaft  as  far  as  con- 
•  cerns  pecuniary  tranfadtions  among  them- 
felves :  feveral  cuftoms  and  traits  that  have 
come  to  my  knowledge  confirm  this  opinion, 
T  4  '  one 
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one  of  which  I  {hall  quote  for  its  (ingularity. 
When  a  peaiant  A,  the  owner  of  a  few  (heep 
or  cows,  is  diftrefled  for  ready  money,  dtber 
to  complete  a  purchafe  of  land,  or  for  the 
.  immediate  fuftenance  of  his  family,  he  ap- 
plies to  fome  richer  neighbour  B,  and  offers 
to  fell  himhis  dock  en  gazaille.  If  the  pro- 
pofal  be  accepted,  the  property  is  valued  and 
the  price  paid  down;  but  notwithftanding 
this  transfer,  the  feller  A  retains  pofleffion, 
and  pays  B,  by  way  of  intereft,  half  the  pro- 
fits upon  the  wool  and  young  produced ;  the 
milk  remains  the  perquifite  of  A.  The 
buyer  may  at  any  time  claim  and  drive  away 
*  his  cattle,  which  however  A  has  in  his  option 
to  repurchafe ;  if  he  decline  this  offer,  an 
eftimate  is  made,  and  whatever  the  property 
may  have  gdned  is  equally  ihared  between 
them,  as  the  lofs,  if  any,  falls  equally  upon 
both  parties.  If  the  gazaille  die  by  any  com- 
mon diforder,  is  devoured  by  wild  beafts, 
or  daihed  to  pieces  by  a  fall  into  a  precipice, 

A  mak^s 
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A  makes  good  the  damage;  but  an  epidemi- 
cal diftemper  affeds  the  interefts  of  B  ex- 
clufively.  Touching  in  the  hand  conftitutes 
the  whole  ceremony  of  the  agreement,  and 
fuch  bargains  are  inviolably  adhered  to^ 


LETTER     III. 

Bagneres  de  Bigorre,  July  28* 

WE  removed  from  Tarbes  to  drink  the 
mineral  waters,  and  fpend  the  hot 
months  among  thefe  mountains.  The  road 
hither  is  excellent,  and  paffes  through  a  rapid 
fucceffion  of  grand,  romantic,  and  pleafing 
profpefts,  where  the  uncommon  richnefs  of 
the  foil  is  ably  feconded  by  the  intelligejat 
induflxy  of  the  cultivators.  Neat  Tarbes  the 
plain  is  fo  extenfive  that  the  range  of  hilld 
on  each  fide  fcarce  engage  the  attention ;  a 
large  pOTtion  of  its  flat  furface  is  covered 

with 
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with  pollard  cherry  trees,  ferving  as  props 
to  the  vines,  while  Turkey  wheat  occupies 
the  ground  below.  Not  a  fpot  of  land  is  fuf- 
fered  to  lie  in  unprofitable  idlenefs,  except 
where  the  Adour  has  defolated  the  plains 
with  its  irrefiftible  torrents  that  rufh  down 
from  the  mountains  on  the  melting  of  the 
fnows.  We  gradually  drew  near  the  en- 
trance of  a  valley,  the  hills,  as  it  were, 
approached  towards  us,  and  each  lofty  fum- 
mit  became  more  diftindly  marked  ;  the 
way  foon  grew  lefs  level,  and  the  face  of 
the  country  was  hidden  by  woods  of  tall 
oak  ;  m  the  midft  of  thefe  groves  are  nume- 
rous villages,  delicious  habitations  in  fum- 
mer,  for  every  cottage  is  fhaded  by  a  clump 
of  trees,  and  every  garden  is  refrefhed  by 
copious  ftreams  of  limpid  water ;  the  ground 
rifes  gently  towards  hills  neatly  cultivated, 
and  ftrewed  with  a  beautiful  variety  of  pro- 
dudions.  At  length  the  vale  narrows  to  a 
point  like  the  bottom  of  a  net,  and  is  intircly 

xlofed 
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clofed  up  by  the  buildings  of  Bagneres  ;  an 
awful  pile  of  mountains  rudely  thrown  to- 
gether, preffes  behind  upon  the  green  woody 
heights  that  overhang  the  town:  the  low- 
lands before  it  are  covered  with  crops  of  di- 
vers forts  of  grain,  but  chiefly  abound  in 
Turkey  wheat :  the  method  of  managing  it 
is  to  raife  the  feed  in  garden  beds,  then  plant 
out  the  fhoots  in  the  fields,  towards  the  end 
of  May,  in  rows  two  feet  diftant  from  each 
other;  as  foon  as  they  have  acquired  ftrength 
fufficient,  and  the  flowers  appear,  kidney 
beans  are  fet  at  the  foot  of  each  plant ;  hence- 
forward it  ferves  as  a  pole  for  the  bean, 
which  is  gathered  before  the  maize  is  fit  to 
remove.     In   September,  the   fruit-bearing 
part  of  the  plant  being  impregnated,   the 
ftalk  that  produced  the  pollen  is  cut  away, 
and  with  all  the  leaves  ufed  as  fodder  for 
cattle ;  the  remainder  is  left  till  Odober,  a 
bare  ftalk  to  ripen  its  feed.     Millet  is  fown 
.on  the  plots  that .  have  already  yielded  flax 

or 
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or  early  com ;  it  ripens  in  October,  when 
the  fecond  crop  of  flax  begins  to  appear 
above  ground.  Com  is  reaped  with  iickles 
or  fcythes,  and  then  fpread  very  thin  over 
the  field ;  in  a  few  days  it  is  carried  home 
in  carts,  if  a  road  can  be  made,  or  in  crates 
on  the  heads  of  the  women  ;  then  as  many 
hands  as  can  be  procured,  are  employed  in 
threfhing  it  out  upon  earthen  floors,  with 
light  flails.  In  thefe  vallies  the  huibandman 
tears  out  his  flubbles  by  means  of  a  trian- 
gular harrow,  armed  with  flxong  iron  teeth 
turned  forwards ;  a  thick  oaken  faplin  bowed 
double  ferves  him  to  prefs  down  the  harrow^ 
and  to  lift  it  up  occafionally,  to  Ihake  off  the 
clods ;  two  oxen  draw  this  machine,  under 
the  guidance  of  a  girl,  who  walks  on  finging 
and  knitting.  This  procefs  drags  away  the 
v/eeds  in  this  light  foil,  and  prepares  the 
ground  for  the  plough.  The  operation  of 
ploughing  is  performed  very  tenderly,  for 
there  is  but  a  fcanty  covering  of  good  earth 

above 
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above  a  fliivery  ftratum  ;  two  oxen,  cows, 
horfes,  and,  not  unfrequently,  afles,  are 
yoked  together  by  means  of  a  wooden  bar, 
which  keeps  them  at  fuch  a  diftance  afunder, 
that  they  cannot  trample  on  the  rows  of 
plants  between  which  they  move. 

AH  the  meadows,  even  on  the  declivities 
of  the  mountains,  are  watered  by  fmall  cuts 
from  the  fprings  or  rivers,'  and  produce  an- 
nually two  crops  of  hay,  the  firft  extremely 
abundant :  the  fields  in  the  plain  admit  of  a 
third  mowing  in  Oftober* 

Bagneres  contains  about  three  thoufand 
inhabitants  ;  they  fubfift  comfortably  upon 
their  paternal  inheritances  and  the  money 
they  amafs  from  the  annual  vifits  of  ftrangers 
who  refort  hither  to  drink  or  bathe  in  its 
waters.  It  is  furrounded  with  old  walls 
and  is  tolerably  built,  but  the  ftreets  are  nar- 
row and  crooked ;  the  quantity  of  water 
that  runs  through  them  renders  the  town 
cool  and  pleafant  in  fummer,  but  in  winter 


It 


302         JOURNEY    FROM    BATONKE 

it  is  exceedingly  cold  on  account  of  the 
▼idnity  of  the  mountains,  and  the  heavy 
falls  of  fnow,  that  renmn  feveral  months 
upon  the  ground*  It  has  no  buildings  of 
any  note.  The  Adour  is  here  a  fierce 
torrent ;  its  waters  are  white  like  thofe  of 
all  mountain  ftreams  proceeding  from 
Ihows;  they  are  diverted  at  feveral  places 
from  thdr  natural  courfe,  and  conveyed  in 
rhannpk  aoTofs  the  plain,  and  through  the 
town,  where  they  are  employed  in  number* 
lefs  ufeful  operations. 

Bagneres  derives  its  name  from  the  mi- 
neral baths  which  were  known  and  fre- 
quented by  the  ancient  Romans,  as  many 
infcriptions  and  monuments  ftill  exifling 
on  the  fpot,  fatisfadcnily  demonflrate  ;  the 
moft  explicit  is  to  be  feen  in  the  fquare, 
dedicated  to  the  nymphs  of  thefe  falutiferous 
waters. 

KTMPHI$PROSALVT£SVAS£Y£RS£RANVSVSLM. 
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The  peafants  of  the  neighbourhood  arc 
a  liyely  race,  and  often  aflemble  in  a  fliady 
walk  near  the  gatea  to  dance.  One  of  the 
Queens  of  Navarre  remitted  all  fines  upon 
alienation  of  property  at  Bagneres,  on  con-* 
dition  that  a  fmall  fum  fhould  be  levied 
upon  each  perfon  admitted  to  his  freedom, 
and  fpent  in  bonefires  and  other  merry  ex« 
pences  at  Midfummen 

The  fituation  of  this  place  is  happily 
calculated  for  all  exercifes  that  tend  to  the 
recovery  of  health  j  it  is  built  in  a  flat 
and  upon  a  very  dry  foil ;  every  part  of  it 
enjoys  an  eafy  communication  with  the 
fields,  the  banks  of  the  river,  or  the  high- 
roads, where  the  weaker  fort  of  vifitants 
may  breaithe  the  frelh  air,  and  regain  ilrength 
by  moderate  exertions ;  while  the  more  vi- 
gorous, who  repair  to  Bagneres  for  the  fake 
of  amufem^nt,  may  climb  delightful  hills, 
and  wander  among  fhady  groves  through 
A  never-ending  variety  of  landfcape.     The 

plain 
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plain  and  eminences  are  traverfed  by  innu- 
merable paths  acceffible  to  horfemen  as  well 
as  foot-paflengers ;  the  high  grounds  are  not 
like  thofe  in  the  Alps,  broken  and  pre* 
cipitous,  but  eafily  floped,  and  clothed  with 
foft  and  pleafant  verdure.  The  timber 
that  crowns  their  fummits  is  of  the  nobleft 
fize*  In  the  heart  of  cultivation,  and  near 
the  foot  of  the  mountains,  the  Spanifh  cheft- 
nut  predominates  intermingled  with  cheny, 
walnut,  and  other  fruit  trees,  round  which 
the  vine  entwines  its  tendrils*  Higher  up 
the  extent  of  pafture  becomes  more  con- 
fiderable ;  the  middle  regions  of  the  moun- 
tains are  darkened  with  woods  of  beech 
overhung  by  forefts  of  filver  fir,  and  above 
all,  black  pinnacles  of  rocks  fhoot  up  to  a 
frightful  height,  with  here  and  there  a  wreath 
of  fnow  preferved  unmelted  through  the 
fummer  by  the  protection  of  their  fhade. 
That  fide  of  the  mountains  which  faces  the . 
noontide  fun  is  richly  covered  with  wood, 

but 
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but  the  oppofite  flope  is  feldom  fo  beautiful, 
for  it  produces  fewer  trees  and  thofe  of  a 
Hunted  growth ;  the  greateft  part  of  thefe 
forefts  is  the  common  property  of  the  neigh- 
bouring villages,  and  as  high  as  carriage  can 
be  eaflly  contrived,  is  cut  after  a  regular  but 
carelefs  manner,  for  the  fupply  of  fuel,  ahd 
the  purpofes  of  hufbandry. 


LETTER       IV. 

T  HAVE  referved  the  principal  merit  of 
-*•  Bagneres  for  the  laft  part  of  my  defcrip- 
tion,  and  fhall  devote  thi$  letter  to  its  medi- 
cinal waters  ;  they  alone  have  refcued  this 
valley  from  the  obfcurity  which  involves  fo 
many  neighbouring  beautiful  diftri6ts  ;  a 
great  number  of  boiling,  lukewarm,  and  cold 
ftreams,  iffue  out  of  the  fides  of  the  moun- 
tain that  covers  the  town  on  the  weftern 
VOL.  n.  U  ,  afpedt; 
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two  it6  exsiaiy  eqtiil  ra  heat  to  thdt  of  the 
human  body,  ten  below,  and  eightfedn  abbVfc 
it.  Their  medifcinal  qualities  difier  tlO  lefs 
eflehtially  than  their  dfegtees  of  heat;  for  the 
tvaters  of  the  Qbeen^s  bath  are  ftroiigly 
purgative,  thofe  df  Silut  atid  Le  Pr6  diure- 
tic and  cooling. 

The  bath  of  Salut  is  fituated  about  a  mile 
from  the  town,  among  the  mountains^  a 
pleafant  winding  road  leads  to  it,  through 
beautiful  fields  planted  with  clumps  of  cheft- 
hut  trees.  The  houfes  arid  groves  on  the 
furrounding  hills  cheer  the  profped;  but  in 
fo  hot  a  feafon,  and  in  this  latitude,  aii  a^enUe 
would  be  a  great  improvement  and  relief  to 
the  patients.  The  fpring  is  copious  and  equal 
to  the  xiemands  of  the  crowds  that  flock 
-round  ft  on  holidaya,  when  eveyypedbn 
Thay  drink  his  fill .  for  the  value  of  three 
farthings  Englifli :  the  vbgue  is  fo  grfeat, 
that  two  guineas  have  been  taken  in  one 
morning,  at  this  low  price.  From  the  drink- 
ing 
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ing  place  the  waters  are  conveyed  into  two 
marble  troughs,  which  are  in  conftant  ufe 
during  the  whole  feafon.    Seniority  of  refi- 
dence  iconftitutes  the  right  of  bathing,  and 
therefore  many  late  comers,  who  forefec  but 
a  diftant  profped  of  being  accommodated 
with  an  hour  of  Salut,  take  up  with  the 
other  baths  of  inferior  reputation,  hut  per*- 
haps  equal  efficacy.     Th©  degree  of  heat  of 
Salut  is  88f  ;   when  evaporated  by  a  jBow 
equal  fire,  the  furface  of  its  water  is  covered 
with  a-  pellicle  formed    by   fmall   infipid 
chryftafc,  which.  t€Pward«  die   completioii 
of   the    evaporation    acquire   confidersilc 
acritudfe.     Tliefe  waters  contain  no  partidej 
of    iron,  but  fmall  paralleiopiped  pyrites 
are  frequency  foun^  in  them,  of  a  facXgbl; 
golden  colfeur,  and  about  an  incti  loivgt 


u  3  LET. 
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LETTER    V. 


I 


Bagneres,  Aug.  15, 

Returned  yiefterday  from  a  journey  oa 

horfeback,  through  the  moft  romantic 

and  curious  part  of  the  Pyrenees,  and  hallen 

to  impart  my  obfervations,  while  each  idea 

is  ftili  impreiTed  witli  fprcc  on  the  tablet  of 

my  memory. 

I  fet  out  on  the  fixth  with  fome  friends^ 

and  travelled  up  the  valley;  the  low  grounds 

are  finely  cultivated;   numberlefs  ffareams 

pour  acrofs  the  road,  aod  hurry  to  blend 

their  waters  with  thofe  of  the  Adour,  which 

is  here  confined  to  a  narrow  bed ;  beyond 

it  eaftward,  the  mountains  are  covered  with 

beautiful  verdure ;  at  their  foot  ilands  Afte, 

a  village  belonging  to  the  family  of  Gram- 

mont  * 

A  peafant, 

*  In  1530  the  Lord  pf  the  valley  of  Aure  acquired  the 

vifcounty 
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A  peafant,  who  refides  here,  earns  a  live- 
lihood by  fupplying  the  apothecaries  with 
medicinal  plants,  which  he  gathers  on  the 
adjacent   mountains,    particularly   that   of 
Liens,  juftly  celebrated  for  the  immenfe  and 
variegated  fhew  of  flowers,  that  cover  its 
elevated  pailures,  before  Iheep  and  cattle  are 
Jet  in  to  graze.     The  convent  of  capuchins, 
at  Medous,  oppolite  Afte,  is  placed  fo  dofely 
under  a  mountain,  that  in  winter  it  enjoys 
but  two  hours  funfhine  in  the  whole  day ; 
itis  garden  is  remarkable  for  a  large  volume 
of  water,  that  iflues  out  of  the  rocks ;  trouts 
are  often  feen  fwimming  down  the  ftream, 
but  if  difturbed,  they  retire  into  the  bowels 
of  the  mountain,  to  fome  fubterraneous  lake. 
The  populoufnefs  of  this  vale  is  fcarce  ere* 

vifcounty  of  Afte  by  marriage,  and  his  Ton  tnarricd  the 
heirefs  of  Gr^unmont,  ^  family  that  bore  a  diftinguifhed 
part  in  th^  troubles  of  Navarre,  in  the  15th  century 
Their  defcendants  aflUmed  the  name  and  arms  of  Gran^- 
moat*. 

u  4  diWe : 
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* 

dible  :  in  the  extent  of  three  miles  I  reck- 
oned near  five  hundred  hou£»,  or  hams. 
The  borgh  of  Campan  gives  name  to  the 
upper  diftrid,  and  is  famous  for  the  excels 
lency  of  its  butter ;  it  acknowledgfss  no  lord 
but  the  king,  and  has  conddcrable  woods 
and  cultivated  hnds,  appertaidbg  to  its 
community. 

At  a  fmall  diftance  above  the  town,  wc 
were  condttdsd  to  a  celebrated  grotto^  ia  t^ 
fide  of  a  bare  mountain :  die  eDtran;e«  is 
nanrow  and  floping,  but  at  the  depth  of  tea 
feet  the  floor  of  the  cavern  lies  otvfij  qb  a 
level :  the  vank  feldom  exceeds  nine  feet  in 
height ;  its  length  is  an  hunAred  and  four 
yards;  the  path  wet  aradrug^d;  thewaUsand 
roof  incruftatedwrth  dhryftalizationsi  but  aH 
that  were  curious  for  fize,  fhape,  or  beauty  of 
colour,  had  been  broken  off  and  cdrJaed-way 
by  preceding  travellers.  At  the  end'  of  the 
grotto  we  found  a  marble  flab,  fixed  up  by  order 
offhccountefs  of  Brionne,  to  commemorate, 

that 


TO     MARSEILLES.  313 

that-after  infinite  labour,  ihe,  with  her  family 
and  fervants,  whofe  names  are  all  configned 
to  immortality  on  this  fubtcrraneous  monu- 
ment, penetrated  thus  far  into  the  bowels  of 
the  earthy  in  the  year  iy66. .  • 

Above  Campan  the  valley  grew  more 
confined,  the  hilla  on  the  right  hand  ftudded. 
with  trees  and  barns,  and  covered  with 
lively  verdure ;  thole  on  the  left  were  rocky, 
barren,  and  favage.  At  th^  chapel  of  Saint 
Mary,  two  branches  of  the  Adour  flow  from 
different  glens  and  join  their  waters ;  we 
rode  up  the  more  weftern  flxeam  to  Grip, 
wherie  all  level  groxmd  terminates.  Noble 
groves  of  fir  overhang  the  river,  which 
dafhes  fuqceflively  down  three  romantic  falls. 
Having  taken  fome  refrefliment,  we  pro- 
ceeded up  the  iTK)untain  by  a  winding,  fteep, 
and  rugged  path,  through  a  foreft  of  filver 
and  fpruce  firs;  we  occafionally  caught  views 
of  the  river  foaming  among  the  rocks  and 

trees, 
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trees,  and  in  one  fpot  darting  over  a  vaft 
precipice  in  a  full,  magnificent  fliect. 

Upon  leaving  the  woods  we  croffed  a 
large  nkked  plain,  at' the  foot  of  the  Pic  du 
midi,  the  higheft  mountain  of  the  Pyrenees.* 
The  Adour  iffues  out  of  a  pyramidical  hill, 
a  few  miles  farther  up,  and  winds  in  a  fmall 
ftream  through  the  rufliy  paftures.  Abun- 
dance of  flowers  animate  the  face  of  thi» 
otherwife  dull  fcene  of  nature.  We  were 
now  arrived  at  the  higheft  point  of  land  wc 
had  to  furmount,  when  we  were  furprifed 
by  a  very  heavy  fall  of  fnow,  that  whitened 
all  the  furrounding  eminences,  but  foon 
melted  into  rain,  and  wetted  us  thoroughly. 
When  the  ftorm  abated,  and  the  atmofpherc 
grew  clear,  a  horrible  view  opened  down  the 
valley  of  Bareges  :  rude  and  barren  moun- 
tains fhade  it  on  both  fides,  and  the  Baf- 

♦  The  Canigout   in  Rouifillon  is   pearly  a»  higli 
above  the  fea. 

ton. 


^ 
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ton,  a  foaming  torrent,  $lls  the  intermediate 
hollow.  We  defcended  by  the  edge  of  the 
river,^  and  entered  one  of  the  bleakeft  and 
moft  defolate  places  in  nature  ;  where 
not  a  tree  was  to  be  feen,  but  the  heights 
were  feamed  with  yawning  crevices,  and 
the  paflagcs  blocked  up  with  quarries 
of  ftone,  tumbled  from  the  cliffs  by  the 
irrefiftible  force  of  the  waters.  In  this 
frightful  chafm  ftandsthe  village  of  Bareges, 
conlifting  of  a  fingle  ftreet  built  along  the 
fouth  fide  of  the  torrent.  The  fituation 
is  to  dangerous  and  horrid,  ths^t  the  inhabi- 
tants dare  riot  abide  here  in  winter ;  they 
remove  all  their  furniture,  even  doors  and 
windows,  to  fuch  houfes  as  are  fuppofed 
moft  out  of  the  way  of  mifchief :  a  few  in- 
valid fojdiers  alone  remain,  to  preferve  the 
■  •  »  -■  ■% 

fpring^  from  being  buried  under  the  earth 
that  fli^M  doi^from  the  mountains.  Some- 
times  a  large  volume  of  water  burfls  out  of 
its  fide,  the  overplus  of  a  lake  on  the  fum- 

mit» 
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init,  and  fweq^s  off  aH  before  it :  eafch  year 
fome  houfes  are  waihed  away  by  the  floods, 
or  crufhed  under  the  weight  of  (how.  The 
mxlanches^  or  heaps  of  fnow  that  are  detached 
from  the  mountains,  are  often  fo  prodigious 
as  to  fill  up  the  whole  bottom  of  the  glen ; 
and  the  river  has  been  known  to  roll  for 
feveral  weeks  through  an  arch  of  its  own 
forming  under  this  immeafureable  mafs. 

The  mineral  watew,  for  w^hich  Bareges  is 
famed,  iflue  out  of  the  hill  in  the  center  of 
the  village,  and  are  diftributed  imo  thre? 
baths.  They  are  very  fetid,  but  clear  in  the 
glafs ;  their  degrees  of  heat  rife  from  89 
to  1 1 2  J.  They  are  groafy  to  the  touch,  tinge 
filver  black,  and  are  elleemed  fovereigo  in 
the  cure  of  ulcers,  wounds^  and  fcrophulous 
humours.  The  baths  belong  to  theJd^,  apd 
are  entirely  under  the  diredion  of  his  fur*- 
geons.     The  ppor  have  the  ufe  of  a  Jarge 
bath  covered  with  hoards,  and  are  fed  by  a 
tax  of  fix  livres  impofed   upon  all  ijew 

comers ; 
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comers  ;  with  this  fdnd  a  ccnnfortable  din- 
ner is  provided  for  them,  and  diftributcd  in 
prefence  of  the  governor,  a  worthy  veteran, 
l;\rho  folicitcd  this  commafid  from  a  motive 
of  gratitude,  having  been  cured  of  a  danger- 
ous woutid  by  bathing  it  vvith  thefe  Watcrt. 
Na  comedy  reforts  hither  merely  for  amiafe- 
maat ;  difoi^ders  oiily,  and  thofefev^ere  and 
inveterate  ones,  can  induce:  propie  to  inhabit 
thtefe  wild  regions.  There  is.xan  affembly- 
room  and  regular  bath,  when  it  is  I  knoW 
not  whether  a  melancholy  or  a  ludicrous 
fight,  to  behold  feveral  couples  dancing  togc- 
-  ther,  fome  with  a  leg  bound  up,  others  with 
an  arm  in  a  fling,  and  all  with  a  feeble  body 
-and  a  fickly  afped. 

On  the  8th  we  continued  our  journey 
by  3sa  excellent  road  with  a  rapid  defcent.-*- 
Thelawdfclpe  grew  gayer  every  ftep;  trees, 
vilkges,  and  cultivation  gradually  ftole  upon 
us  as  we  travelled  down  the  valley ;  it  termi- 
>  i^tea  in  a  finall  beautiful  plain,  in  the  front 
4  of 
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of  which  the  ruined  caftle  of  Saint  Maria  oit 
a  rocky  brow  prefents  a  gronpe  of  objedls, 
fuch  as  Salvator  Rofa  delighted  in  delineat- 
ing ;  mountains  of  ftupendous  ahitude.  en- 
viron it,  and  feem  to  prohibit  all  communi- 
cation with  the  reft  of  the  world  j  many 
handets  appear  at  once,  half  hidden  by  rich 
groves,  fome  riling  in  the  plain,  others  placed 
high  up  the  mountains.  We  pafled  through 
Luz,  a  confiderable  town,  and  crofling  the 
river  Gave,  into  which  the  Bafton  empties 
itfelf,  alighted  at  the  baths  of  Saint  Sauveur, 
a  moft  romantic  fpot.  Six  large  houfes 
built  on  a  rock  overlhaded  with  woods,  con- 
tain the  company.  The  Gave  winds  under 
the  clifF,  the  mountain  rifes  immediately  be- 
hind, and  on  every  fide  cafcades  are  feen  and 
heard  dafhing  from  precipice  to  precipice. 
The  waters  of  thefe  baths  are  not/o  hot  as 
thofe  of  Bareges,  but  their  tafte  is  ftill  more 
naufeous  :  great  quantities  of  faponaceous 
fcum  are  gathered  in  the  citterns  and  fpouts. 
2  There 
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There  is  a  fpecies  of  harnirlefs  ferpent  that 
delights  in  thefe  waters,  aoid  frequently  pays 
▼ery  unwelcome  vifits  to  the  bathers. 


LETTER      VL 

Bagneres,  Auguft  21. 

A  S  my  laft  letter  had  long  detained  you 
^  ^  among  wild,  mountainous  fcenes,  a 
fliort  paufe  was  neceflary  to  relieve  your 
imagination,  which  might  in  fome  degree 
be  fympathetically  affeded  with  the  bodily 
fatigue  we  underwent  in  vifiting  them.  I 
have  therefore  fufFered  a  few  days  to  elapfe 
before  I  gave  you  the  continuation  of  my 
rambles,  that  you  might  have  leifure  to 
familiarize  yourfelf  with  this  grand  ftyle  of 
landfcape  ;  here  nature  exhibits  her  boldeft 
features  ;  here  every  objed  is  '  extended 
Hpon  a  vaft  fcale,  aad  the  whole  affemblage 

imprefle* 
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impreffes  the  fpe£kator  with  awe  as  wdl 
as  admiration.  What  is  left  to  defcribe 
ftill  exceeds  the  majefty  of  the  views  which 
have  been  the  fubjeft  of  my  laft  letters :  I 
wifh  it  were  poflible  for  me  to  communicate, 
by  means  of  words-  or  paintings,  the  raptur- 
ous fenfations  excited  in  my  mind  by  the 
fight  of  thofe  fublime  works  of  the  Cre- 
ator. 

We  left  Saint  Sauveur  by  funrife,  repafled 
the  bridge  of  Luz,  and  ftruck  into  a  road 
that  leads  up  the  river.     As  we .  advanced 
we  found  ourfelves  immured  in  a  narrow 
valley,  with  the  Gave  roaring  below  us, 
between  walls  of  immenfe  rocks,  and  fre- 
quently hidden   from   our  view  by  thick 
groves  of  lime  and  oak  trees.     The  path 
was  wide  enough  fo^  our  mountain  horfes, 
but  very  alarming  to  fome  imexperienced 
.travellers  in  our  company  ;  on  one  hand,  a 
.perpendicular  rock,  without  any  parapet, 
Jttd  opeai  the  deep  gloomy  bed  of  the  river 

almoll 
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almoft  under  our  £ec!t/and  a  Ihivery  moun- 
tain preffed  fo  clofc  upon  us  on  the  other,- 
aa  td  leave  no  room /for  a  retreat.  The 
turns  in  the  road,  where  torrents  have  lieaped 
ftotiQSy  mdchoaked  tKe  pafs  with  rubbifh^ 
are  parupularly  diftrqffing ;  but  our  horfes 
werg  fo  unconcerned,  and  furefooted,  that 
they.foon  infpired  their  riders  with  equal 
in£iFerence  for  the  {unrounding  perils* 

'■  Thewhjole^allcjfis  occupied*  by  the  rivet 
and  the  road,  with  Vs^  piles  of  mountains 
riling  on  each  fide,  and.almoft  clofing  toge- 
ther J  now  and  thqn  levtfl  fppts  occur  at  th^ 
angles  of  the  river.  Wc'croflTed  a  bridge 
romaatipally  clothed  with  ;ivy,  which  hid 
the  treniendous  chafpi  fro|n  our  eyes :  hug^ 
rocks  rear  up  their  perpendicular  points,  and 
torrents  rufh  over  them  on  all  fides.  The 
mountaib  afh,  and  fervice  tree,  blufhing  with 
chi^ered  berries,  bend  over  the  precipices, 
and  foften  the  harfhnefs  of  the  wUd  prpjTped. 
After  t^is  the  valley  rather  fwells  out,,  and 
VOL.  iL  X  more 
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Attt  tobm  w  iilkmed  ioc  the  inddBidgidite 
induftfy  tf  tlie  Ifthalnuats  to  exert  itfdf ; 
but  great  part  of  the  lerel,  and  all  the  lower 
ftgion^  of  the  mouAtaiOf,  are  ovttgrowu 
with  W60d,  inter^erfed  'mriih  a  tharming 
variety  of  dowering  fiirubs  :  many  o£  die 
favourite  denkoni  of  our  Englifh  QUcdtta, 
tiouriih  here  in  all  their  native  laxDriancy. 
This  dale  temHnat^s  at  Gedrea,  a  ramUii!^ 
tillage  on  the  fide  of  ^e  moontiain.  The 
toad  is  afterwaildA  tint  throi^  the  rock,  and 
lead»  to  h  iituatioa  tkor  gave  os  an  idea  of 
confufioh)  abd  defolatkn,  the  efieds  of  fixne 
violent  earthquake :  the  fflOontaift  UffSi.  and 
torn  to  pieces^  'm  fides,  «(m1  foot  urt  ftrewed 
with  tnnuttieraUe  huge  tdocks  of  flraie,  de- 
tached feoin  the  impending  lUge  that  forms 
Its  bare  fummit ;  the  pafikge  durofigh  this 
rocky  labyrindi  opened  to  a  tiii^aificent 
amphitheam;  j  on  the  top  waved  thidc 
fofefts  of  firs,  through  which  fever^  ftreams 
Torcihg  their  way,  diflicd  down  the  ioAj 

pretipice. 
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mift  beifor«  thej  qou14  reach  the  bottonk 
The,fieM  b^w  was  beaittlAiUjp  pyf^{»-^ 
with  i^urpb  moiJciboQd. 

Our  m<»iilil)g'«  f»qpe(IIH«»  efidiod  iftO»b«l^ 
M«»i7hen3  w«  liauci4^Qd  ^ccommodatipi;^ 
-prcfMred  for  us  b)r »  m«i]^&ger  ve  h«i,i^  4^- 
pished  idhe.  preisading  <k7.  Thlt  ia  »  yU- 
Jagt  ccmfiftiog  of  a  chujrch,  and  thirty  houfe;, 
in  the  QiidA  of  bare  biUs,  (haded  by  very 
^3ig}x  nuMuitabsi  uid  tfvrexi^  m  feYelii 
dire^i&QiUyby&finMigtonKpt^  Th«<:iWi|e 

•  pprtoekof  cair  dSpner,  afbirr  we  hadx^movad 
thetaUeto  tin;  door  qiike  inn,  fitff  h$  durft 
nether  eat,  nor  drink,  tritbia  the  Wall«  of  a 
pubUbliCM:^.  Wefpund  faim  a  modeft,  copb^ 

'  v^rfj^Sd  man,  iircMdiyiii^A  richer  fottkment. 
A£lee  ^^max  «ne  travdied  towards  the 

•  Iwad  of  the  Gfcn,  theobjed  c^  our  joumey : 
^fvc  had  long  had  in  ^ew  the  faow-eoj^iied 
<lil&  &om  which  ks  waters  ifiue,  but  were 

'  Ittiptiifed  to  find  them  ftUl  fo  diftant  from 

X   2  U8, 
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U8.  We  fpent  an  hour  and  a  half  in  riding 
acrofs  a  bare  tra£t  of  pafture,  clofcd  in  with 
immenfe  forcfts  of  evergreens  on  the  trench 
fide,  and  along  the  Spaniih  frontier,  which 
Kes  on  the  right  hand,  confined  by  bare  rocky 
mountains:  this  plain  is  called  the  Prade  ^ 
the  river  follows  a  ferpentine  courfothrough 
it :  in  winter  it  is  generally  covered  widi 
fnow  forty  feet  deep.  Not  far  from  hence 
a  filver  mine  was  difcovered  fome  years  ago, 
and  worked  by  a  company  of  adventurers ; 
but  the  bufinefs  was  io  injudicioufly  ma- 
naged, and  the  condu£k  of  the  miners  fo  flagi- 
tious, that  the  miniftry  thoiight  proper  to  put 
a  flop  to  the  undertaking.  All, the  heigbtSr 
towards  the  fouth-weft,  are  debateable  land 
between  the  French  and  Spaniards,  and 
arbitrators,  have  long  been  appointed  to. 
iettle  the  limits  ;  but  as  they  have  hitherto 
made  but  little  progress,  the  claimants,  have 
been  under  the  neceffity  of  forming  a  tem- 
porary 
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porary  agreement  to  feed  their  flocks  alter^ 
nately  upon  the  difputed  grounds. 

Our  guide  having  now  brought  us  to  his 
ne  plus  ultray  prefll^d  us  eameftly  to  alight, 
as  no  horfe  had  ever  advanced  beyond  this 
pafs  :  but  as  we  were  not  contented  with 
fodiftant  a  view, we  rejeded  his  timid  advice, 
and  clambering  over  feveral  rocky  eminences, 
plunged  into  the  river,  which  by  its  lim- 
pidity deceived  our  eye,  both  as  to  the  depth 
of  the  water,  and  the  fize  of  the  rocks  at 
the  bottom.  It  required  our  utmoft  exer- 
tions to  extricate  our  horfes,  and  bear  them 
fafe  through  to  the  oppofite  bank.  This 
dijiculty  being  overcome,  all  others  appeared 
contemptible,  and  we  foon  reached  the  cen* 
ter  of  a  moft  ftupendous  amphitheatre ; 
three  fides  of  it  are  formed  by  a  range  of  per* 
pendicular  rocks  j  the  fourth  is  ihaded  with 
wood  :  above  the  upright  wall,  which  is  of 
a  horrible  height,  rife  feveral  ftages  of  broken 
Rjaffes,  each  covered  with  a  layer  of  ever^ 
^  3  lafting 
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k^ng  incw.  The  mountiun  eaftwaid  cndi 
in  (harp  pinfiacleSy  add  runs  off  to  die  weft 
in  one  imnenfe  bank  of  inow.  FTom  thefe 
congealed  heaps  the  Gave  derires  its  ex- 
iftence  :  thirteen  ftreams  ru(h  down  the 
mighty  precipice,  and  unite  their  waters  » 
its  foot.  Tlie  whole  weftcm  comer  of  the 
area  btelow  h  filled  with  a  bed  <rf*  fiiow^ 
whkh  being  flruck  by  few  rays  ct  the  fim 
at  any  feafon,  receives  a  fafficient  vokme  of 
frefli  feow  every  winter,  to  balance  the  I0& 
occafioned  by  the  warffiith  of  the  atmofphere 
i>n  Aimmer*  Two  c£  th^  toirents  fdl  upoa 
this  extenfive  frozen  furface  ;  they  have 
Worn  a  huge  chafm,  and  extending  fixDm  tt,  a. 
vaulted  paSage  five  hundred  yards  in  length, 
thKM:^  which  tiieir  waters  roll.  We  boldly 
rode  overthis  ext]%U>rdinarybridge,and  aKgfat«* 
ingat  the  foot  of  the  toc^s,  walked  down  tke 
jpaffage.  The  fnow  lk»  tfbove  k  near  twenty 
feet  thick;  the  roof  is  aboift  fix  feet  above  tJie 
grottnd,  and  finely  tiffned  in  an  mh^  whic^ 

appears 
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^peirs  as  if  it  had  been  cut  and  chiffdled 
by  the  hand  of  nuia ,  In  fome  places^diere  ar^: 
columns  aod  collateral  galleries ;  die  whde  ' 
glittered  like  a  ^amoiid,  and  was  be^uitifully 
pervaded  by  the  li^yL  The  paly  inconvcnl- 
«ncc  we  fdt,  arofe  from  the  drippiag  Qccar- 
iioned  by  th^  extreme  heat  of  the  day,  by 
which  even  this  great  body  of  fnow  WM 
firoag^y  afiefted.     As  we  emerged  with  the 
mer  from  thb  fingolar  giotto,  we  unhar-* 
hoiuxed  diree  chamoy  ^ats,  that  had  taken 
refoge  in  the  mouth  of  ^  cave^  againft 
the  burning  rays  of  noon:  they  darted  acrois 
the  plain,  and  a£:ended  the  fieepeft  patts 
of  the  Tocks^  w^here  we  ibon  loft  fight  of 
ihem.     Thefe  animals  are  called  Tfards  in 
this  country;  diey  att  rather  fmaller  than 
the  fallow  deer,  of  a  muddy  reddtih  yel- 
low cdkmr,  with  fhubbed  nolie,  and  fliort 
Uaek  heros:   »  fliape  they  refcmble  a 
jdecc,  waUdog  with  thek  bei^s  updght,  and 
ikipfiiig  away  with  admirable  /wiitads ;  but 

X  4  they 
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they  do   not  bound ;    they  run  when   at 
.  full  ftretch :  no  beaft  of  the  foreft  is  of  more 
difficult  accefs ;  they  feldom  quit  the  higheft 
and  moft  inacceffible  parts  of  the  mountains : 
during  the  wintry  ilorms,   they  have  been 
feen  fixed  0n  the  brow  of  a  precipice,  with 
their  faces  towards  the  wind,   probably  to 
prevent  the  rain  and  fnow  from  lodging 
under  their  hair.     Notwithftanding    their 
•fufpicious,  wild  nature,  and  theit  extrenle 
velocity,  the  hardy  mountaineers  find  means 
to  deftrpy  them :  they  lie  out  whole  days 
and  nights  watching  their  opportunity,  and 
makinjg  good  ufe  of  it,  when  it  offers,  for 
they  are  excellent  markfmen :  they  have  fre^ 
quently  as  much  difficulty  in  reaching  the 
dead  prey,  as  in  approaching  it  while  living. 
'The  flelh  of  the  Yfard\%  much  efteemedj 
its  fkin  makes  foft  and  ufeful  gloves. 
•    The  fetting  of  the  fun  roufed  us  from  the 
ecftaiy  in  which  the  contemplation  of  thefc 
awful  fcenes  had  en-v^apped  every  fenfe,  and 

warned 
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vrarned  us  to  retire,  before  the  want  of  light 
ihould  render  thofe  paffes  doubly  dangerous, 
which  we  had  found  very  difficult  even  in 
the  glare  of  day.  The  fun  fank  behind  the 
fnowy  cliffs  in  admirable  beauty,  tinging  the 
mountains  with  a  rich  variety  of  fiery  hues, 
which  died  away  into  the  moft  tender  tints 
pf  purple. 

The  mountdns  abound  with  game,  the 
jriversv^th  fifh:  here  are  no  lords  or  mano- 
jial  rights,  and  therefore  game  is  the  pro- 
perty of  every  member  of  the  community 
that  can  catch  it.  Except  fome  ttads  of 
wood  referved  for  the  ufe  of  the  navy,  all 
|])e  forefts  are  held  in  common. 


LETTER 
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L  E  TT  E  R     VIL 

/'^  N  our  return,  we  pafled  through  the 
^-^  plain  of  Luz  into  a  defile  along  a  mag- 
hificcnt  road  opened  by  Monfieur  dTtigny, 
the  late  intendant  of  this  province.  TTiis 
pafs  between  two  mountains  clothed  from 
top  tobottomwith  dark  woods,  was  extremely 
harrow,  and  the  Gave  rolled  below  with  hor- 
rible noife,  amidft  rocks  and  catarads.  The 
way  along  the  fide  of  the  mountain  was 
either  hewn  out  of  the  live  rock,  or  formed 
by  (helving  down  whole  quarries  of  flate 
and  &iver ;  a  parapet  wall  in  the  dangerous 
places  diminifhed  our  apprehenfions.  At 
length  the  dell  fuddenly  widened,  the  moun- 
tains retired  on  each  hand,  and  our  eyes  were 
relieved,  after  fo  long  confined  a  profpedl,  by 
the  fight  of  the  valley  of  Argillas,  an  oval 
plain  of  great  extent,  bounded  in  front  by 
moderate  elevations,  beautifully  planted  and 
richly  cultivated. 

Wc 
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W€  then  travelled  up  the  courfe  of  ano- 
ther Gave,  for  three  miles,  to  the  mmeral 
Waters  vt  GaiiCerets.  This  town  Hands  in  a 
wide  vak,  ddi^tftdiy  improved  and  plants 
led:  the  furrounding  mountains  are  thickly 
covered  with  wood  ;*  the  wells  lie  in  the 
midft  of  a  beautiful  fcene  ;  two  vaft  torrents 
pour  over  a  ledge  of  rock,  (haded  by  sui  ever-- 
^een  foreft  j  beautiful  woody  knolls  rife 
hehind,  and  mountains  of  great  bulk  feem 
to  reft  upon  th^n  as  upon  a  bafis:  oneof  thefe 
hills  is  quite  Tound,  and  an  exa£t  reprefenta- 
tion  of  the  eminence  at  the  bottom  of  Ulfe 
waterin  Cumberland,  called  DunmoUin,  which 
all  perfoas  acquainted  with  our  delightful 
J^dces,  efteem  a  perfei^  model  of  rural  beauty. 

Early  xm  the  loth  we  returned  from 
Cautcfets  to  the  plain,  and  took  the  road  to 
L'ourdes:  this  ancient  cafik  is  a  confufed 

*  The  hotteft  fpriAg  raifes  the  <|uick(ilver  to  118  j  in 
|he  cooleft  it  falls  to  69, 
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pile  of  towers  and  walls  riiing  in  terraces, 
commanding  the  town  and  valley  in  a  very 
grand  manner,  itfelf  the  nobleft  feature  of 
the  view:  its  ftrong  ramparts,  though  no 
longer  effential  to  the  defence  of  the  country, 
are  preferved  to  confine  delinquents  of  high 
rank. 

From  hence  the  journey  down  the  Gave 
abounded  with  beautiful  profpedls  :  Lourdes 
long  remained  in  fight,  till  hidden  by  tower- 
ing rocks  and  hanging  woods.  We  dined 
at  Betharan,  a  place  to  which  pilgrims  refort, 
in  great  numbers,  to  pay  their  homage  to  an 
image  of  the  Virgin  Mary.  The  charms  of 
its  pofition,  when  known,  would  allure  even 
an  indevout  traveller,  delighting  in  rural  ele- 
gance ;  for  nature  has  taken  unufual  pains 
to  deck  it  out  with  her  moft  fedudtive  orna* 
ments :  a  deep  winding  river,  woody  heights, 
and  a  fertile  plain,  unite  in  a  rich  foreground, 
while  different  fhades  of  receding  mountains 
compofe  grand  diflances  fox  the  remainder 

of 
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of  the  pidlUre.  We  continued  our  ride 
many  miles,  through  one  of  the  fineft  coun- 
tries I  ever  beheld  :  the  number  of  villages 
is  too  great  to  reckon,  yet  the  fruitfiilnefs  of 
the  plain  femns  to  demand  even  more  hnf- 
bandnien  to  gathpr  in  its  produdions*  Co- 
raffe  lay  near  the  road,  an.  ancient  venerar- 
ble  manfion,  where  Henry  the  Fourth  was 
nurfed..  Nothing  can;beijioj?e  pleafing  than 
the  appi;oach  to  P^u,  the  Capital  of  th^  prin- 
cipalityrof  Beam,  and  the  refidcnce^of  the 
kings  of  Navarre,  after  Ferdinand  of  Aragon 
had  moft  unjulily  wrefted  Upper  Navarre 
from  them. 

Pau  ftands  on  the  brow  of  a  hiU,  over- 

,  looking  the  .immcnfe  plauns  through  Tvhich 
the  iGave 'meanders ;  its  many  ftteams  join 
in  one  laxge  body,  before  they  pafs  urwier  the 
arches  of  the  bridge  below :  the  fouthem 
horizon  is  bounded  by  a  fiu:  lengthened 
chain  of  mountains,  rifing  behind  a  range  of 
welUwooded  hills. 

^  The 
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Ttie  royal  caftlebtiik  by  kio^  Henry  of 
Albret,  is  fituated  on  the  happy  pdoit  for  en* 

joying  the  whole  extent  of  An  adminble 
profpeft  ;  its  terfaop$  eoramunicate  widi  a 
ihady  park,  fiiU  ^  ncUe  dn^ef :  nindier 
the  ontward  anfhitechire)  nor  dhe  interior 
deeoration  of  thi^  pidace,' merit  snyjiodce'; 
nor  do  the  apat^nents  ^ontldii  any  curious 
tokefis  of  their  did  i&habftaAts  t^  the  only 

'  relic  preferred  in'  it,  is  theiheU  of  a  tortoile, 
which  the  wardens  iatflfiked  tis 'was  thte 
cradle  of  Henry  the  Fourth.  The  city  ccmi- 
fifts  chiefly  of  two  long  ftreefs;  Sut  b  de- 
ftitute  of  ornamental  edifices  and  puMic 
monuments ;  the  only  one  I  fivw,  was  a  bad 

'  ftattie  of  Lewis  tiie  Soiirteeiit9»,wMcli  preflfes 
ti  pedeftd  ddUned/as*  tndidon  informs  tit, 
for  die  fig^  ^  his  g^nasid&clier,  die^ory  of 

'  fhe  Ikoufe  of  Bourbon',  and  the  darfing  hefo 
of  '^ftas  prcmndie.     Tlie  Beamois  fcem  to 

-ha:«e  been  confctotis  how  fhocking  it  muft 
appear  to  find  no  memorid  of  fo  good'a 

•-  prince 
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prince  in  his  bvhi  original  patrimony,  for 
the  iofcription  fays, "  This  id  the  gr^ndfon  of 
our  good  king  Henry.'* 

The  principality  of  Beam  b  faid  by  ety- 
mologifls  to  have  taken  its  name  from  the 
dtty  of  Benchanica^  once  itB  capital,  but  npw 
fo  completely  deftroyed,  th^t  nobody  caiji 
afcertain  iidiere  it  ftood«  The  Bearnois 
were  in  all  .diges  mea  of  aa  independent 
spirit,  (iQittiiBuatiy  in  arma  to  curb  the  gmw^ 
ingpoyrer  of  thf»r  prince^,  and  to  maintain 
that  nalftv^  H£^  ^giinfl:  encroachments.  In 
the  thirteejlth  century  they  ^iififted  1^0^  the 
fiwereignty  being  eledtive,  and  thot^h  they 
^d  ncA  fiicfxed  inthajt  rel^^ed^  they  obtain^^ 
•«  new.  body  x£  ma^Lftiatea^  to  hi  formed;  to 
torOJxA  the  autlwrity  of  thf  ir  prince*  The 
sncient  mode  of  goyernm^it,  though  not 
llie  power,  fubfids  in  the  ftates,  which  af- 
ibn^e  aqinually  ixf  deliberate  ijpon  ^xbJGidies, 
and  other  concerns  of  the  province  txthey 
.«re  colKipofed  of  the  faifiiops  of  Lefcar  a^d 
4  Oleren 
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Oleron,  of  whom  the  firft  is  preiident  of 
the  meeting;  three  abbots^  twelve  ancient 
barons,  four  barons  of  lefs  andquity,  and 
five  hundred  and  forty  gendemefl,  pofleflbrs 
of  fiefs,  conftitute  the  firft  branch  of  the 
ftates  ;  the  fecond  confift$  of  deputies  named 
by  f&rty-two  towas 

Centulphus  was  the  fijfft  fotefeign  of 
Beam,  and  relgftied  in  the  tenth  century  :  his 
pofterity  for  many  generations  paid  homage 
to  the  kings  of  NaVarre,  or  Arag(»-  The 
houfe  of  Foix  acquired  Beam,  by  marriage^ 
about  the  end  of  the.  thirteenth  century ; 
but  in  the  fifteetith,  an  heirefs  canied  it  into 
the  family  of  Grailly,  Who  aflumed  the  name 
of  Foix.  In  147  X,  Gdlon  the  Fourth  pro^^ 
cured  the  crown  of  Navarre  for  his  defcend- 
ants,  by  marrying  Eleanor  daughter  of  John 
king  of  Aragoh.  •  Their  grandfon  dying 
without  iflue,  Catherine  his  fifter  fucceeded ; 
her  hulband,  John  dc  Albret,  was  ftripped  of 
Upper  Navarre  by  Ferdinand  the  Catholic. 
^  Jane 
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jane  da\;ighter  to  iheir  fon  Henry^  and  wife 
of  Anthony  of  Bourbon,  was  mother  to 
Henry  the  Fourth,  who  afcended  the  throne 
of  Fraace  upon'4hcaei]£tin&ioirof^  the  houfe 
of  ValoiSi  This  principality  WaS  not  cofn- 
pletely  incorporated  Into  the  monarchy  of 
France,  till  the  reign  of  his  fon  Lewis. 
-  The  eiqportation  from  this  province  is  in- 
confiderable,  though  fome  of  its  wines  are 
eKoellenl,  and  pfbpdr  for  lorig  Voyages  and 
foreign  markets  :  thofe  of  Jurail9on  hold  thd 
firft'  rank  ;  they  are  extfemfely  ftrong  and 
heady.  Coiatrfe  litten  is  made  in  gi'eat  quan- 
tities. The  grain  moft  ufed  for  the  nourifli- 
inent  of  the  people  iS  Turkey  wh^zi:  the 
plains  abound  With  fruits,  corni  and  pulfe ; 
every  neceflary  of  life  is  to  be  had  at  an 
eafy'rate,  and  of  a  good  quality.    In  thtf  / 

sxKSuntaini,  milk  and  cheefe  fupply  the  place 
of  Imkijy  articfefe  tJiat  are  only  to  be  found 
in  the  lowtWmtry.  Altiioft  every  valley 
htias  its  mineral  fprings,  and  mines  of  various 
VOL.  lu  Y  xaetal$4 


33^     JQVtHET   SBOM  BATOlTirS 

Kiet«l$.    T^  natives  are  an  indtt^iMM'* 
ftioiB^  fkaen^i  and  Evely  race. 


■•w*1-"*«>^*WII 


I.  E  T  T  E  R      YHL 

A  Ride  of  twenty-eight  miles  tturcni^h 
dch  Yiaeyazds  and  foreft  I^fi^ 
yought  us  to  the  <;ity-of  CAeroOk  w]^2^  » 
(tuatedi^ntbebac^of  two-rivecs,  i«i^^ 
l^eaud^  '|uU<5,.  It3  princijpal  iaIi44taRM|» 
are  qnysqnedin  aJueii^U^  conxmerce  wj$b 
dieia^aceiM,]^avincfS|pfSfiiH%  biit.it  hiiis» 
Vi  fo.fl)C»|fUhfng  a  co5di»«»  ap  it  w^  ia^ 
kftceptnr^.,.- 

Qn  ^  ^?*lHrw?  V^  <*H»"  *»P  before  day- 
bto]^  and  In  an  ,hour>  ^mi^  en|3etcd  ia» 
fiitigbtste  ibut  in  tl^T^|r<f  Ai^ :  tUat 
sanrow jlen  i»  many  mit^  iitJoigtb^fidl  of 
ne«t  han^ktf  andc9ttages,:;^l4  ^ ermii«d»ss  in 
the  lai^e  circwiarrplain  of  Befoirfjwlwjb  k 

enM^ened 
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SnRveiied  by  the  fcaff ered  bililcfingsi  of  feve- 
ral  vilkgcs,  and  thofe  belanging  to  the  king*s 
maft-yaf  ds.  From  hence  the  road  to  Spam 
has  been  made  by  gunpowder,  thi^ough  a  huge 
rock  that  hangs  over. the  river.  Seven  miles 
'further  we  came  to  the  foot  of  the  Mature  ^ 
Efcout.  The  mountains  are  here  extremely 
tofty,  rocky,  and  bare,  except  near,  their  fum- 
mits,  which  arc  covered  with  filver  firs. 
For  the  purpofe  of  felling  and  tranfporting 
fuch  of  thefe  trees  as  are  fit  for  mafts,  the 
king  has  caufed  a  way  to  be  cut  in  the  flank 
of  a  frightful  rocky  mountain,  that  ftretches 
out  over  the  bed  of  a  very  precipitate  tor- 
rent:  it  is  rather  a  chain  of  water-falls  than  a 
ftream.  Every  foot  of  the  road  has  beett 
gained  by  blafting ;  in  fome  places  where 
crevices  in  thfe  rock  have  interrupted  the  ib^ 
fii  communication,  bridges  are  laid,  (up- 
ported  by  hug6  beams  driven  into  holes  in 
the  ftone,  and  thus  fufpended  over  precipices, 
which  the  eye  cannct  meafure  without  hor- 
y  2  ror. 
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ror.  The  ample  breadth  fcarce  feems  a  fe- 
curity  againft  the  perils  of  this  road,  which 
is  without  comparifon  the  mpft  tremendous 
I  ever  ventured  to  climb.  After  a  long  fati- 
guing afcent,  we  were  relieved  by  the  levelnefs 
of  a  fmall  plain  at  the  head  of  the  catarad:^ 
where  the  wood-hewers  have  built  their 
huts.  .A  large  extent  of  wood  has  already 
been  cleared,  and  the  fupply  of  mafts  in  this 
foreft  is  nearly  exhaufted*  The  trees,  as  foon 
as  cut,  are  trimmed,  and  flung  down  with 
cables  to  a  terrace  near  the  fopt  of  this  up- 
per range  of  the;  mountain.  There  each 
mail  is  faflened  to  ropes,  and  drawn  by  oxen 
down  the  road  by  which  we  afcended,  to 
a  tree_of  thii;ty-thr'ee  inches,  diameter,  the 
largeft  fize  this.foi^efl:  prqduces :  twenty  four 
pair  of  oxen  are  yoked  behind,  to  keep  back 
the  weight,  and  prevent  the  maft  from  rolling 
pr  fliding  down  with  too  much  precipitancy ; 
yet  the  cattle  gre  generally  obliged  to  trot, 
fometimes  very  faft,  fo  prodigious  is  the 

weight 
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weight  and  power  acquired  by  the  timber 
as  it  glides  down.  It  requires  great  fkill  in 
the  drivers  to  guide  their  oxen  at  each  turn 
of  the  mountain,  to  prevent  the  point  of  the 
tifee  from  ftriking  the  rocks. 

The  felling  and  conveying  of  thefe  mafts 
are  performed  by  cpntraQ:,  at  twenty-five 
fous  per  cubic  foot ;  but  the  king  is  bound 
to  make  the  roads  to  Atas ;  there  the  mafts 
'  are  thrown  into  ponds,  and  afterwards  let 
down  into  the  river  Gave  of  01eron,faftenea 
together  in  rafts:  bundles  of  poles  and  planks 
defend  them  againft  the  fhock  of  the  rocky; 
fhores,  and  fcreeijs  of  wood  are  placed  at 
ev^ry  turn,  to  deaden  the  ftrokes  they  muft 
fometimes  give :  eight  men  embark  on  board 
each  float  It  appears  to  me  that  the  timber' 
ipight  be  conveyed  to  the  plain  at  aneafierrate, 
were  terraces  contrive4  ?^  different  heights,  to 
which  the  mafts  might  be  lowered  by  mcjins 
#f  cables  and  capftans,  as  they  are  in  the 
Y  3  firft 
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firft  inftance,  iaftcad  of  employiag  fo  0iany 
oxen  in  the  removal  of  a  fingle  tte^. 

We  returned  by  the  valley  of  Afpe  tq 
Pan,  and  from  thence  to  Bagneres,  havipg 
made  a  tour  of  three  hundred  and  twenty 
miles* 


LETTER      IX. 

Bagneres  Sept.  s. 

BEING  defirous  of  vifiting  the  Pic  dii 
Midy,  I  repaired  early  to  Grip,  at  the 
head  of  this  valley ;  from  hence  I  afcended 
to  Tremefaigues,  a  heap  of  hovels  near  the 
heautiful  falls  of  the  Adour,  where  I  expected 
io  meet  with  a  guide^  but  not  a  man  was  tq 
be  feen ;  all  were  out  on  the  paftnres,  tending 
their  flocks,  or  wandering  in  the  fpreft,  in 
^lieft  of  the  Yfard,  My  refolution  was  not 
damped  by  this  difappointment :  I  diredled 
my  fl:eps  towards  a  plain  at  the  foot  of  the 
Picr   No  buflxes  grow  upon  this  extenfive 
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ttiBt  ef  pafttire  J  ifliort  grafs  and  low  lieath  are 
htte  the  fcatity^  eovering  of  the  earth :  a 
iiaiaM  (beam  of  excelfent  water  fflUcs  fh)m 
the  bottom  of  the  gigantic  tont.  Here  I 
Ibuad  a  feepher^s  bby,  who  engaged  to 
goide  me  up  the  mountain*  My  ftrvant 
md  horfes  remakied  at  the  i^ring  head, 
while  I  followed  i&y  eoftdu£loi^  up  a  rugged 
baiik,  between  huge  walls  of  -fliaggy  rocks, 
where  the  melted  fnow  pours  down  in  tor- 
rents, on  the  return  of  fpring.  Rough  axkt 
laboirtous  was^  the  idfcent,  while  the  fan,  un- 
obfeured  by  clouds,  d^ed  his  rays  perpen- 
^cutailyonmyhead.  By  wtni^ng  round  to 
the  fouth  fide  of  the  mountain,  we  at  length 
arrived  at  the  fummit  of  a  narrow  ridge, 
which  runs  into  the  mam  body  of  the  Pic, 
as  wings  are  joined  to  a  manfion  by  a  gal- 
lery of  communication.  Not  a  drop  of 
water  was  to  be  met  with  near  the  path,  but 
I  fupplied  the  deficiency  in  fome  degree, 
hy  frequeaUy  applying  a  lump  of  alum  to 
y  4  mf 
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my  tongue.  I  had  now  dimbed  up  nearly 
one  third  of  the  whole  height  of  the  mcunr 
tain,  from  the  place  where  I  had  left  my 
fervant,  and  enjoyed  here  an  awful  profpe^ 
down  ^  vaft  bafon  09  the  fouthem  afped^ 
at  the  bottom  of  which  lay  a  round  lake ; 
the  water  was  of  a  bright  gre^n  colour^ 
before  me  an  immenfe  heap  of  black  rugged 
x]tiQuntains  rofe  in  fublime  confufion,  on$ 
behind  another,  till  the  horizon  was  bounded 
by  the  fnowy  table  of  Gabarnie.  Not  a  trace 
of  man  or  his  improvements  was.  to  be  difr 
cerned  ;  no  tree,  no  paths,  no  animals  } 
all  dreary,  filent,  and  fayage.  Here  my  guide 
refufed  to  proceed,  afluring  me  that  neither 
he,  nor  any  pf  his  acquaintance,  had  eveif 
ventured  a  ftep  higher.  When  I  found  that 
neither  bribery  nor  expoftwlation  ^ould  re-? 
move  his  fears  and  prejudices,  I  engaged  in 
the  adventure  alone,  apd  began  to  climb  the 
Tiiain  body  of  the  Pic  ;  and  now  all  my  pre- 
ceding toils  appeared  light,  compared  with 
(he  difficulties  I  had  to  epcounter  in  this 

afcent, 
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afcent,  which  is'fcarce  to  be  called  a  decli-i- 
vity,  being  fa  near  a  perpendicular  line;  it 
juft  affords  flope  enough  for  a  coarfe^ 
flippery  grafs  to  ftrike  root,  ai;id  flop  th* 
Ihelving  (hiver  fironi  being  wafhed  do  wet 
to  the  bottom.  Thefe  tufts  were  my  ftepp 
ping  places,  without  which  it  would  have 
been  impoffible  to  proceed,  for  the  foil  Aides 
away  with  a  touch ;  but  the  blades  of  thi$ 
grafs  are  fo  Iharp  and  ftiff,  that  they  pene^- 
tratedmy  efpartilles,  or  packthread  fhoes,and 
often  gave  me  fuch  pain,  as  to  endanger  my 
lofing  my  hold,  and  rolling  down, 

After  numberlefs  paufes  I  reached  a  fmall 
puddle  of  water,  formed  by  the  melting  of 
a  neighbouring  wreath  of  fnow,  the  only 
one  left  on  the  mountain :  my  thirft  was 
exceffive,  and  I  greedily  fwallowed  large 
draughts  of  water,  though  it  was  hot,  brack- 
ifti,  and  naufeous.  I  foon  after  gained  the 
fummit  of  the  Pic,  an  entire  flat,  oblong  rock^ 
About  thirty  feet  diameter,  inclining  towards 
the  ibuth,     From  this  pinnacle  to  the  afore*- 

jnentioned 
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fnentioiied  lake  is  one  ttmajternqf)Ced  npld 
flqpe :  towards  die  northern  and  eaftem  afr 
pe£ts  the  rocks  are  perpendicular,  and  I  be- 
lieve, impervious  to  man,  and  beaft.  The 
Pic  du  Midy  is  a  cone  placed  on  the  point  c( 
tmion-of  three  inferior  mountains,  by  which 
it  is  fupported,  as  by  a  triai^ular  pedeftaL 

I  found  that  I  had  employed  near  three 
hours  in  the  a£:ent:  the  height  of  the  moun« 
lain  was  meafured  in  the  year  1740,  by  the 
Academicians,  and  determined  by  the  baro- 
meter to  be  1441  toifes^  equal  to  9217  En* 
glifli  feet,  above  the  level  of  the  fea.  When 
i  had  refled  my  weary  limbis,  and  recovered 
from  the  difagreeable  fenfations  of  excefiive 
heat,  by  expoling  myfelf  to  a  gentle  breeze 
that  blew  over  the  furface  of  this  elevated 
rock,  I  ftrove  to  enjoy,  as  much  as  pofllble^ 
the  charms  of  the  moft  extenfive  and  fuperb 
view  the  imagination  can  conceive,  or  the  eye 
admit.  To  the  fouth,  fouth-eafl,  and  fouth- 
weft,  a  line  of  innumerable  mountains  fade4 

away  into  clouds  at  each  extremity,  where  I 

'    thought 
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tjjougbt,  %  could  trfce  the  outlines  of  both 
fca^i  but  as  th0  he^t-of  tbe  day  had  covered 
|:be  very  diftant  pbjeds  with  a  dim  vapour^ 
I  fQAj  have  been  deceived,  and  only  fancied 
I  iaw  what  I  kiiew  e xifted  in  thofe  ^uayteWf 
pn  the  northern  afpe^  lies  a  plain,  confined  * 
pnly  by  the  rotundity  of  the  ^lobe,  and  the 
inability  of  the  eye  to  take  in  a  greater  pro- 
portion of  its  circumft^rence :  infinite  was  the 
variety  of  colours  that  enlivened  its  furface, 
amojig    yrhich    none   was  fo  gay  as  the 
golden  hue  of  the  ripe  corn.  I  followed  the 
direftion  of  the. principal  roads,  traced  the 
courfe  of  rivers  frojn  then:  head,  and  dif- 
cerned  each  town  and  city,  that  lies  upon 
|heir  banks  :  Tarbes,  Aufch,  and  Pau  were 
the  moft  confpicuous}  but  had  I  been  provid- 
ed with  a  good  fpying  glafs,  I  am  confident, 
1  might  have  diftinguilhed  Touloufe,  Mon-^ 
tauban,  and  many  other  places  equally  dit« 
tant.      I  could,  not  perceive  the  leaft  dimi- 
nution in  my  freedom  of  refpiration,  nor 

any  material  difference  in  the  degree  of  heat 

Ifelt 
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I  felt  there,  and  that  I  had  experienced  iu 
the  plain  hclow,  except  what  was  occafioned 
by  the  fine  zephyr,  which  cooled  the  sdr, 
and  rendered  the  downright  beams  lefs  irk- 
fome.  I  lay  an  hour  ftretched  thus  above 
the  world,  then  feeling  myfelf  reftored  to 
vigour,  defcended  to  the  plain  in  the  fpace  of 
an  hour  and  thirty-five  minutes.  Thrift, 
blue-bottle,  and  meum,  were  the  only  flowers 
I  faw  on  the  higher  cone:  the  plain  abounds 
with  pinks  and  dwarf-Iris, 


LETTER    X. 

Bagneres,  Sept.  17* 

ILaft  week  made  an  excurfion  to  Bagneres 
de  Luchon.  At  Sainte  Marie,  above 
Campan,  we  turned  to  the  fouth-eaft,  along 
a  delightful  valley,  furrounded  by  green  hills 
and  woody  mountains.  We  halted  at  the  Pas 
de  Sude,  in  a  fpacxous  plain  in  the  center  of 

noble 
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noble  forefts  of  filver  firs :  the  lower  branches 
of  thefe  aged  trees  are  thickly  hung  with  long 
ihofs,  as  delicate  as  flax.  Beyond  this  girdle 
of  woods  and  mountains  lies  the  valley  of 
Aune,  of  which  the  principal  town  isArreou, 
ituated  on  the  river  Nefte,  and  completely 
,  hemmed  in  by  towering  mountains.  It  was 
formerly  reforted  to  by.  patients  labouring 
under  nervous  and  fcrophulous  complaints^ 
which  were  frequently  removed  by  the  ufe 
of  a  cold  minejcal  bath :  but  Margaret  queen 
oif  Navarre  caufed  it  to  be  filled  up  and  der 
ftroyed,  out  of  refentment,  as  the  popular 
tradition  goes,  becaufe  a  favourite  female 
attendant  of  hers,  over  whofe.  conduft  fhe 
had  always  watched  with  maternal  folicitude, 
W4S  debauched  here,  while  the  queen  waj 
in  the  bath,  the  firft  moment  that  fhe  had  loft 
fight  of  her.  Had  we  arrived  at  Arreou  a 
day  fooner,  we  might  have  partaken  of  the 
diverfion  of  a  bear-hunt ;  for  that  morning 
all  the  youths  of  the  valley  had  ^flembled, 

and 
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and  killed  a  very  large  one,  that  did  not  yield 
dll  he  had  received  eight  (hots  in  his  oody. 
The  method  of  conducing  this  chafe,  is  to 
trace  the  animal  to  his  haunt'by  day-break ; 
And  as  he  never  moves  afterwards  till  night, 
the  hunters  have  time  to  colled  their  num- 
bers, and  furround  the  covert :  the  Ene  of 
circumvallation  being  perfeded,  thefgame  is 
roufedby  the  din  of  fifes,  drums,  kettles, 
ihouts j  and  all  manner  of  harfh  and  hideous 
noifes:  aftoniflied  and  terrified  with  this 
horrid  ferenade,  the  bear  rufhes  out  of  the 
wood,  lo  (eek  fome  more  peaceable  retreat ; 
but  as  fboh  as  he  ifliies  from  the  thicket,  the 
difcharge  of  mufketry  commences :  if  mif-' 
fed,  he  runs  upon  the  man  that  fired,  but 
repeated  fiiots  call  his  attention  to  another 
and  another  objeft,  tilt  one  ball  better  aimed 
than  the  reft,  difpatches  him.  Bears  felddm 
attempt  to  bite,  but  feek  to  annoy  the 
enemy  with  their  claws. 

From  Arreou  we  clambered  over  a  dreary 
Z  moun- 


ttonntsun,  and  then  foncycred  tlie  courfe 
of  a  rivttkt  4own  into  the  vale  of  LilchdiC 

&g&ere6  de  LiKrfaoti  is  a  frnall  town^  irre^ 
gularly  biak^m  the  cornet  of  a  plain,  which  h 
about  two  m^  in  diameter :   the  profpe^ 
is  extremely  dittnnfcribed,  for  the  fufround^ 
lug  dbain  of  mountaihs  is  of  great  height : 
fnow  lies  all  the  year  upon  their  peaks.^  A 
minotts  towferona  pointed  rocl^Terved  for- 
merly as  a  guard  to  the  pais  into  Sp^^ 
wMdi  is  a  gloomy,  narrow  'dell,  a  mere 
ckw&e  In  the  aadiintainous  line :  were  it  not 
for  this  break,  the  bbldeft  traveller  would  find 
it  almoft  impriidkiible  to  pafs  this  natural 
to=)^  €)£  Ae  twor  kingdoms* 

The  baths  are  at  a  fmall  diftance  from  the 
town,  and  near  the  fprings  which  iffue  out 
of  a  rock :  the  hotteft  bubbles  up  in  a  hole 
©ot  a  yard  wide,  and  its  waters  are  as  black 
as  ink :  the  little  pebbles  at  the  bottom  are 
incruftated  with  a  filv^  micatious  fediment. 
Thefe  fountains  are  three  in  number,  varying 
atoterially  in  their  degrees  of  heat,  but  all 

foapy 
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ibapy  and  fetid,  ftrongly  reco^unehded  in 
cutaneous  <:afe8.  One  of  thefe  i^^ells  ^s  fepa* 
rated,  by  a  plank  placed  edgewife,  from  a  co* 
pious  dream,  which  gufhesout  of  die  fa&ie 
clif{;but  inflead  of  being  hot  and  fulphurequs, 
is  the  coldeft  and  pureft  water  in*  the  whole 
valley ;  their  ftreams  axe  fuffered  to  unite 
foon  after,  to  fill  the  tepid  baths* 

We  returned  from  Bagneres  de  Luchon 
by  the  plains,  purfulng  the  courfe  of  the  river 
Aune,  down  a  rich  dale  to  the  village  of 
Ciet|),  whete  the  higher  ridge  of  mountains 
terminates  towards  the  north*.  *  At  this  point 
a  landicape.prefented  itfelf,  which  may  claim 
a  very  high  degree  of  pre-eminencf  ^mong 
the  fublime  fcenes  c^  nature :  an  amphi- 
theatre of  mountains,  beautiful  both  in  form 
and  woody  covering,  clofe  in  the  horizon 
on  the  fouthem  afped;  a  defolate  caftle, 
wildly  feated.on  a  rock,  varies  the  .outline 
of  the  lower  hills ;  a  fecond  mighty-  chain 
of.  mountains  on .  the  eaft  fide  is  broken  by 

achafm 
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k  ciiaftn  lined  with  wliite*  cliffs,  through 
which'  the  Garoiine  iflues  majieftically  out  or 
nw  liialive'wiiderriie'fsi'tb  flow  hericefdrwara 
withbiit  iiii^edinieht,  tliirough  rifch  aiidbbuacjf-* 
feis  plaiiisi  ahd  to  tranlpoif  their  produdions 
ttatiy-  huhdred*  miles  to  the  oceaiil  The 
river  is  even  here  of  a  noble  breadlh  arid^ 
dej^th,  and  caimies  barges  of  cohfiderable  bur-* 
A^n^  Towards  the  north  the  valley  expandj^ 
oh  each  hand^  cultivatioli  arid  jJojiiilation 
ihcreaife',  tJtie"  mountains  feeiii  to  draw  baclc^ 
and  every  thing  announces  a  qulclc  change^ 
from  wild  nature  to' the  improvements  oi 
human*  iridiiftry/ 

Lower  dowtii' we' palled  iiTught  of  Saint 
Be'rtrand,  the  capitarcity  of  the  country  dr 
Cdmininges^  fituated  on  a  round  tn6ll,bacte(J 
by  woody'' mountains.'  Tlie  fteephefs'of  tlie 
lultjme^ftrpentine^  courfe  of  the  river,  and 
tW  liiafly'  fteefSes  of  its  *  catlicdiral,  give 
it  sT  fthking  fefemblance^  to*  the '  city  of 
l3iifhdrru'  - 

vbi;  11,  Z  This 
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This  town  takes  its  name  from  St.  Ber-^ 
trand  its  bifhop,  who  in  i  loo  built  it  near 
the  ruins  of  Lion  de  Comminges,  an  ancient 
town  deftroyed  in  585,  by  Gonran,  king  of 
Burgundy,  for  having  received  within  its 
walk  an  impoflor  that  pretended  to  be  of  the 
blood  royal. 

Our  journey  in  the  afternoon  lay  over 
immenfe  heaths,  clotted  with  oaks,  to  the, 
ruins  of  Mauvefm,  once  a  cattle  of  ftrength, 
ere&ed  by  the  Englifh,  to  overlook  and  de- 
fend the  boundaries  of  their  poffeffions. 
>}ear  the  foot  of  the  eminence  on  which 
^this  commanding  tower  rifes  confpicuous  on 
jcvery  fide,  ftands  the  Ciftercian  Abbey  of 
££:aldiou,  embofomed  in  woods;  three 
beautiful  vallies  meet  at  this  point  amidtt 
rich  meadows  watered  by  the  river  Larros* 
The  monks  enjoy  an  income  of  fifty  thou- 
fand  tivres  a  year ;  the  commendatory  abbot 
lias  about  ten  thoufand*  They  are  lords  of 
ieven  villages  and  a  vaft  trad  offoreft,  but 

derive 
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derive  fewer  advantages  from  their  wood-^ 
lands  thai!  might  be  expected,  on  acdotint  of 
the  right  each  community  has  of  cutting  thd 
timber  and  coppice  neceffaly  for  its  repairs 
aiid  fuel:  the  woodmen  in  this  country 
plant  out  thick  oak,  beiech,  and  chefnut  trees, 
about  ten  feet  high  and  two  inches  in  diaiile-* 
ter^  and  firft  cut  off  the  heads.  Thefe  trees 
grow  aftbniihihgly  ftrait^  lofty,  and  found, 
though  expofed  to  violent  ftorms  of  wind 
and  heavy  falls  of  fnow.  We  foon  after 
came  to  a  place  where  nets  were  fet  to  catch 
ftock-doves,  which  come  from  the  eaff  about 
the  time  that  the  millet  feed  is  ripe,  and  fly 
in  large  flocks  after  rainy,  hazy  weather 
Incredible  numbers  are  caught  during  the 
feafon,  which  is  at  the  height  in  Odober. 

The  time  of  our  departure  from  heiice  id 
fixed  fot  the  ild  inftant*  We  Ihall  quit  thii 
valley  with  regret,  and  long  remember  with 
gratitude  the  pleafant  hours  we  have  fpei^ 
here* 

2  «  Th« 
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'  The  pl«ifures   of   Bfagnetes  bear  Ihtfe 

* 

affinity  to  thofe  which  are.ufudJy  tobe  net 
with  at  ik^  mifieral  watar^i&EngkiiKi;!  heixr 
are  few  aifembliesvpartics  ofdancingor  Gacds^ 
aiQd  few  great  entertauuDents ;  the  ccunpan^r 
divi4e3  it£bl£  iiifio  fmall  fets^  and  moft  of  the 
^mufemients  ^e  of  a-  rural  Mod ;.  the  acorav* 
niQdation$  are.  oomfoitable,  aad  the'  nfice£*^ 
farie^  ofi  life  good  and  plentifiiL  The:greart^ 
ed  iacQQvemeace  we.  have  experiemsdL^  s 
the  difliculty:  of  getdngiremittancesof  moncyi^. 
*^iavellers  muft :  either  bring  with  them'  dis? 

*  Since  I  left  the  South  of  France,  the  inconvenience 
here  complained  of,  has  been  pfFedlually  removed  by  the. 
judicious  and  extenfive  pkn  fettled  by  Mdfieurs  Ranfom, 
Morlazid,  and  Hammerlley,  for  accommodathxg  tra^^elkrd' 
With  I  money,  in  all  parts  of  Europe:  Bagfteres}  andt 
Bareges  are  both  comprized. in  their  circle  of-corre— 
^ondencc.  Any  perfon,  whp  from  bad  healtkor  curiofity; 
fliall  be  induced  to  vifit  thefe  remote  provinces  of  France^^ 
may  now  procure  from  that  hdufe  circular  exchange  notes^ 
payable  to  his  order  for  whatever  fum  he  fhall  depofit  iiv^ 

their 
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fom  in  cafe  wliidb  ti^  €xped  to  fpend  dur- 
ing their  refid«ioe  here,  or  have  it  fent  by  the 
carriers  from  thdr  correfpondents  at  Bour- 
deaux^  or  Touloufe,  aii  operation  attended 
with  expence  and  delay. 


LETTER      XL 

T0uk)ufej  September  24,  17764 
^  Y  7E  left  Bagneres  at  the  appointed  tiii^e, 
^  ^   and  travelled  to  Touloufe  ialong  the 
banks  of  the  Garonne, 

Touloufe  is  an  ancient  city,  which,  like  all 
places  that  boai^  of  remote  antiquity,  has  its 
origin  and  early  hiftory  obfcured  with  fau- 

thtir  hands ;  he  will  receive  the- amount  of  thofe  notes 
at  any  of  the  places  mentioned  in  their  lift  of  corre- 
Ipondence,  without  commiffion  or  charges,  and  at  the 
current  ufance  courfe  of  exchange  on  London^  at  the  time  of 
payment. 

z  3  bles. 
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bles.  *  The  Romans  decorated  it  with  many 
noble  firudures,  but  no  other  vcftiges  of 
diem  are  left,  than  the  brick  arches  of  a 
fmall  amphitheatre.  It  ftands  in  the  center 
of  an  extenfive  plain,  which  yields  large 
crops  of  com  and  millet;  vineyards  are  fcarcc 
in  the  environs,  and  the  wine  they  give  is  of 
^  low  quality. 

The 

•  The  Volfci  Teftofages  inhabited  this  part  of  Gaul 
at  the  time  of  the  firft  Roman  invafion  in  the  636^1 
year  of  Rome.  It  continued  to  form  a  province  of  the 
Roman  empire,  till  Honorius,  finding  himfelf  hard  prefied 
on  every  fide  by  fhoals  of  bsurbarians,  endeavoured  to  fave 
the  main  body  of  his  dominions  from  deftrudlion,  by 
yielding  a  few  diftant  members  to  fome  nations  in  pre- 
ference to  others,  and  thereby  fowing  dUTention  among 
them  ;  with  this  view  he,  in  400,  ceded  the  province  of 
Narbpnne  to  the  Goths,  In  the  eighth  century  di^y 
were  fubdued  by  the  Saracens,  who  in  their  turn  were 
driven  back  into  Spain  by  Charles  Martel,  and  his  fon 
Pepin.  Charlemagne  eftabliflied  ea;rls  at  Touloufe,  who 
foon  after  becanie  fovcreign  princes  i    their  pofterity 

reigne4 
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The  circumference  of  the  city  is  about 
four  miles :  its  ftreets  are  roomy,  and  houfes 
well  conftrufled  ;  fome  of  thetn  are  grand 
and  fpaciou^,  but  there  is  a  gloomincfs  in 
the  colour  of  the  brick  with  which  they  ^e 
built,  and  a  want  of  motion  in  the  ftreets, 
that  cafts  a  damp  upon  my  fpirits,  and  ex- 
cites ideas  of  mifery. 

The   m?inufa£tures  of  Touloufe  are  of 

reigned  four  hundred  years;  but  in  1208  Raymund  the 
Sixth  drew  upon  his  head  the  vengeance  of  the  Holy  Sec» 
by  affifting  his  fubjefts  the  heretics  of  Alby,  agsunft  whom 
thiP  Pope  had  puMiflied  a  Crulado.  The  chief  of  the 
holy  confederacy  was  Simon  de  Montfort ;  he  defeated  • 
the  earl,  and  as  the  reward  of  his  valour,  received  the  earl- 
dom from  the  hands  of  his  fellow  foldiers  ;  Amaury  dp 
Montfort,  his  fon,  being  too  weak  topreferve  his  feljier's 
conquefts,  fold  them  to  the  king  of  France,^  who  forced 
Ra3rmund  the  Sevend^  to  fign  a  treaty,  by  which  he  aban- 
doned all  his  pofleifibns,  except  thediocefeof  Touloufe, . 
and  that  alfo  eventually  on  failure  of  his  iffue.  By  the 
death  of  his  only  daughter,  the  earldom  fell  to  the  crow|i 
of  France,  in  confequence  of  the  aforefaid  agreement. 

>  2  4  fmall 
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fmall  importance,  nor  is  its  trade  confider-p* 
able.  The  genius  of  the  citizens  inclines 
more  to  letters  than  to  commerce  ;  the  law 
draws  to  it  every  perfon,  that  can  amafs 
wealth  enough  to  purchafe  a  feat  on  its 
benches:  the  church  alfo  fwallows  up  a  large 
portion  of  the  inhabitants  ;  poverty  and 
idlenefs  feem  the  lot  of  the  inferior  clafs. 
Nothing  contributes  more  to  check  the 
Ipirit  of  trade,  than  the  temptation  which 
the  Capitoulat,  or  chief  municipal  ma^- 
ftracy,  holds  out  to  every  wealthy  merchant : 
tliis  office  imparts  the  rank  and  privil^es 
of  nobility,  not  only  to  the  perfons  in- 
vefted  with  the  dignity,  but  alfo  to  their 
defcendants,  and  is  therefore  the  conftant 
objedJ:  of  ambition  to  every  thriving  father 
of  a  family  j  when  once  attained,  the  chan^ 
nel  through  which  the  wealth  flowed,  is  ihut 
/or  ever,  and  thus  the  plant  is  left  to  wither 
pn  its  ftalk,  juft  at  the  moment  when  it 
began  to  ?icquire  ftrength  and  juices  fuffi- 

cient 
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clent  to  enfure  a  fucceflion  of  ufeful  fruit.  * 
Yet  the  Garouue  prefents  powerful  incite-f 
ijients  to  commercial  induftry,  and  Touloufe 
feenxs  deftined  by  Its  fituation  to  ferve  as  4 
ijt^plp  jtown  between  the  upper  and  lower 
provinces,  that  line  its  ihores  for  many 
l^undred  mile3. 

The  mills  of  th?  Bafade^  with  their  wears, 
ajre  a  grievous  impediment  to  the  nayigation 
of  the  river'j  for  goods  muft  be  unfhipped 
ap.d  carried  through  the  town,  to  be  reim- 
barked[  above  the  falls,  which  occafions  both 
exp^ce  and  Jofs  of  time.  ^  The  ftates.  of 
Lang\jedoc  have  endeavoured  to  remedy 
thi^  defe(JJ,  Ayithout  deftroying  the  mills, 
which  are  eflential  to  the  purveyance  of  a 
city  built  in  a  plain^^  where  windmills  would 
remain  ufelefs  half  the  year,  from  want  of 

♦  Some  femilies  ■of  high  rank  and  great  illuftration 
^fcejid  from  Capitouls. 

wind- 
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Vrind.  A  canal  has  been  dug  to  open  a  com* 
inunicadon  between  that  part  of  the  Garonne 
which  lies  above  the  Bafade,  and  that  which 
is  below  the  dams,  in  order  that  loaded  boats 
may  pafs  up  and  down  the  whole  courfe  of 
the  river  without  interruption  j  but  the  in- 
draught of  the  mill  is  fo  ftrong,  that  few 
bargemen  will  venture  to  fteer  for  the  upper 
mouth  of  the  new  cut,  and  therefore  the 
fuccefs  of  the  projc£l  remains  problematical : 
a  large  marble  baffo  relievo  of  genii,  feas,  and 
rivers,  is,  however,  eredled  to  conunemoratc 
the  era  of  this  junction.  It  is  alfo  propofed 
to  continue  the  work  till  it  joins  the  laft  bafon 
of  the  royal  canal  of  Languedoc,  which  will 
facilitate  the  conveyance  of  merchandize 
not  intended  for  fale  in  Touloufe. 

The  bridge  over  the  Garonne,  which  is 
here  820  f?et  wide,  is  the  work  of  Francis 
Manfard ;  the  ftyle  of  architecture  is  bold, 
but  the  holes  which  he  has  opened  in  each 
pier,  to  give  an  eafier  pafTage  to  the  waters 
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Jn  great  floods,  are  difagreeable  blots  in  the 
mafs. 

The  Touloufains  are  fo  noted  for  devotion, 
that  I  was  not  furprifed  to  fee  their  city  crowd- 
ed with  churches,  and  half  its  extent  occupied 
by  convents  (locked  with  many  coloured  in- 
habitants ;  but  fandity  has  been  more  pre- 
dominant than  tafte  for  the  fine  arts ;  and 
although  whole  legions  of  faints  are  here  de- 
pofited  in  golden  fhrines  and  marble  tombs, 
fmall  expence  has  been  beftowed  in  pro- 
ciiring  good  pidures  or  ftatues  to  reprefent 
thefe  patrons  and  protedors :  it  cannot  here 
be  faid  that  the  cofllinefs  of  the  materials  is 
eclipfedby  theexcellence  ofthe  workmanfhip. 

Befides  a  regular  army  of  priefks,  friars, 
and  nuns,  Touloufe  has  a  fpiritual-  militia,  * 
animated  with  equal  if  not  fuperior  zeal  for 
the  intereft  of  the  church :  this  corps  cpn- 
flfts  of  a  large  number  of  laymen  aflTociated 
under  the  denomination  of  penitents  :  kings, 
ftatefmen,  and  generals,  have  thought  it  an 

honour 
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honour  to  have  their  names  enrolled  on  the 
lift ;  but  times  are  altered,  and  I  believe  m^ 
of  fober  judgment,  and  juft  notions  of  re-^ 
ligion,  wifh  thefe  excrefcencies  of  the  eccle* 
iiaftical  trunk  were  lopped  off,  rather  th^ 
encouraged,  Touloufe  has  long  been  dif- 
tinguiihed  for  her  unconditional  fubmiffion 
to  the  didates  of  the  court  of  Rome,  and  hat 
too  often  cemented  the  conne^on  with 
the  blood  of  human  facrifices.  This  wa^ 
the  birth-place  of  the  Inquifition  ;  and  in 
our  days,  the  proceedings  that  attended  the 
condemnation  of  John  Calas  prove  that 
the  feeds  of  the  fanaticifm,  which  produced 
that  cruel  tribunal,  are  not  yet  deftroyed  in 
this  province.  The  true  ftate  of  this  melan- 
choly event  is  ftill  hidden  behind  cloudy 
of  doubts  and  conjeftures,  nor  have  I  been 
able  to  procure  any  fatisfaftory  lights  on  the 
fubjed.  A  fenfible*  uninterefted  fpeftator 
of  the  whole  tranfadion  afiiired  me,  that 
he  had  ftrong  reafons  for  fufpeding  that 

John 
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}bhti  Galas  had^  by  fome  utoiucky  blow  or' 

deanli:  die  ekpY^ongj-unilw^aly  mad^  ufd 
df  by  that  unfoituiiate  parent,  agree  Witii^ 
this'  fUiiliii^. 

The  vaults- of  the  Cordelkrs  are  femoim 
fbr  the'dried-corpfes  there  depofited;  butthofe 
pt^fctvoi  in  the  fubtferraneous  gdleries  of 
>fe|)l©B,.aad  Syracufe,  are  lefs  disfigured. ' 

tJie  cHut^h  of  th^  Carmelite  nUns   is-  ' 
nfeat  J  that  of  the  Vifitation  elegant* 

The*  eight  Gapltouls  aflemble  in  a  fpaeious 
tewii-hall,  faid  to  be  the  gift  of  Clemenee- 
Ifaure,  a  learned  lady  and'ehfcourager  of  the 
liberal  arts,  who  is  fuppofed  to  have  flou- 
riflied'  in  the  14th  century,  and  to  have 
feundedannual  prizes  for  poetry :  thefe  re- 
wards are  ftill  diftributed  by  the  academy  of 
theJefBK  Floraux,  and  confift  in  fprigs  of 
golfi  and  filver  flowers.  In  the  ftme  build- 
iilg  is*  a-  gallery  of  portraits  of  illuftrious 
perfonages,  natives  of  the  province,  but  the 
CL  j(amc 
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fame  of  feveral  that  I  faw  there  feems  to  bd 
confined  within  the  limits  of  its  terntcrj^ 
The  chronicles  of  Tonloufe,  which  are  ihewn 
here,  have  been  regularly  kept  fince  the  year. 
1285  ;  they  contain  many  fingular  traits  of. 
hiftory,  and  are  embellifhed  with  miniature 
reprefentations  of  feveral  public  ceremonies; 
the  entry  of  Lewis  the  Eleventh,  while 
Dauphin,  is  one  of  the  moft  curious :  in  or<* 
der  to  obtain  for  his  mother  the  diftin^on 
of  a  canopy,  which  the  magiftrates  refufed  to 
grant  her,  he  took  her  up  behind  him,  and 
rode  thus  into  the  city,  fharing  with  her  all 
the  honours  paid  to  his  own  perfon. 

Henry  duke  of  Montmorency  was  be- 
headed in  a  court  of  this  town-hall  in  the 
year  1632.  He  was  a  fpirited,  popular  no- 
bleman, and,  as  fuch,  an  obilacle  to  the  de- 
figns  of  Cardinal  Richelieu  :  by  various  ar- 
tifices he  was  feduced  into  rebellion,  de- 
feated at  Caftelnaudary,  taken  pnfoner,  and 
brought  hither  to  meet  his  fate. 

L  E  T- 
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LETTER      XII. 

Montpellier,  Oftober  8,   17  76. 

BETWEEN  Touloufe  and  Carcaflbnne 
the  country  is  difagreeably  open,  with- 
out wood  or  hedges  ;  the  towns  and  villages 
are  placed  on  hills ;  the  plains  are  arable, 
sind  through  the  middle  of  them  runs  the 
royal  canal,  which  forms  a  communication 
between  the  Atlantic  and  the  gulf  of  Lyons. 
It  was  executed  under  the  direction  of  Paul 
Riquet,  of  Beziers,  at  the  expence  of  eleven 
millions  of  livres,  of  which  the  king  and  the 
province  bore  equal  fhares.  The  firft  ftone 
was  laid  in  1667  J  ^^^  ^^^  canal  opened  in 
1 68 1,  but  it  took  many  years  to  complete  it. 
The  length  from  Touloufe  to  Beziers,  where 
it  joins  the  river  Orbe ,  is  1 25435  French 
toifes,  equal  to  152  Englifh  miles.  The 
fyftem  of  inland  navigation  has  been  fo  much 

improved 
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improved  of  late  years,  by  the  experience* 
and  combinations  made  by  fomt  fublime 
geniufes  in  that  line  of  mathematics,  that  I 
make  no  doubt  but  this  canal  would  be 
fliortened  many  leagues,  were  it  to  be  under- 
taken afrefli.  It  is  full  of  angles  and  turns 
that  do  not  appear  neceflary ;  and  on  the  con- 
'  trary,  in  one  or  two  places  has  been  driven 
firait  at  an  enormous  expence  through  num- 
berlefs  obftacles,  when  a  fliort  fweep  would 
have  conveyed  the  waters,  with  greater  eafe 
and  ceconomy,  to  the  place  of  their  deilina^ 
tion.  There  are  fifteen  locks  upon  it  in  the 
fall  towards  the  ocean,  and  forty-five  on  the 
fide  of  the  Mediterranean.  The  higheft  point 
between  the  two  feas  is  at  Naurouge,  which  is 
elevated  one  hundred  toifes  above  the  level 
of  each  fliore.  The  canal  is  carried  over 
thirty-feven  aqueduds,  and  crofled  by  eight 
bridges.  To  preferve  a  conftant  fupply  of 
water  near  the  centre  in  dry  feafons,  a  great 
bafon  is  formed  at  St.  Ferreol,  which  re- 
ceives 
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ceiv€S  th*  produce  of  all  the  fprings  that  rife 
in  the  black  mountain. 

The  profits  of  this  undertaking  accrue 
from  the  conveyance  of  goods  andpaflengers ; 
the  former  pay  by  the  league^  the  latter  by 
the  day*  Tliree  hundred  and  fixty  boats 
navigate  the  canal,  and  perform  annually  fix 
voyages :  the  proprietors  of  the  works  re- 
ceive a  thoufaod  livrcs  a  voyage,  which 
makes  up  a  fum  total  x>f  two  millions  one 
hundred  and  fixty  thoufand  livres;  the 
current  expiences  and  repairs  amount  to  one 
milliooa  fix  hundred  and  ten  thoufand  livres^ 
and  confeqiieiitly  therie  remain  five  hundred 
and  fifty  thoufand  net  profit,  for  the  divi- 
dends. This  account  may  perhaps  fall  ihort 
of  the  truth)  as  there  are  always  fecrets  in 
trading  ccnnpanies,  which  it  is  hard  to 
dive  into.* 

Tlie  diocefe  of  CarcafFonne,  though  far 
from  a  fertile  country,  is  in  a  flourifhing 
condition,  and  its  inhabitants  comparatively 

VOL.  II.  A  a  rich; 
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rich ;    this  good  fortune  is  owing  to  the 
fuccefs  of  its  cloth  manufaAure.    The  wool- 
len trade  has  long  been  attended  to  in  this 
place,  but  in  the  laft  age  the  Dutch  found 
means  to  fupplaitt  the  French  in  the  Levant, 
by  lowering  the  price  of  drapery ;   being 
themfelves  able,  by  means  of  a  large  capital, 
to  bear  the  lofs  which  this  diminution  occa- 
fioned,  as  long  as  any  rivality  fubfifted.    The 
reftoration  of  this  beneficial  branch  of  com- 
merce appeared  to  the  fagacious  Colbert  a 
talk  worthy  of  his  comprehenfive  and  per- 
fevering  genius :  he  accordingly  encouraged 
the  attempts  of  feveral  enterprizing  citizens, 
andfooa  had  the  fatisfa^lion  of  feeing  a 
conftant  and  lucrative  mart  for  French  cloths 
opened  in  the  Ottoman  empire  :  the  manu- 
f  adurfers  of  Carcaflbnne  have  been  acquiring 
frefli  vigour  every  year   fince  his  -admini- 
ftration  t   the  trade  that  other  nations  ufed 
to  carry  on '  with    the  Turks  has  funk  in 
the  fame  proportion.     Towards  the  clofe  of 

the 
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the  lift  century,  according  to  the  informa- 
tion given  by  Mr.  De  Bafville  in  his  memoir, 
drawn  up  for  the  duke  of  Burgundy,  the 
fum  brought  into  Carcaffonne  in  return  for 
its  exported  woollens,  amoi^nted  to  nine  mil- 
lions and  a  half  of  livres.  I  am  aflured 
thefe  loons  now  fend  out  annually  cloths 
worth  fourteen  millions,  and  fumifli  the 
home  trade  with  cloths  to  the  amount  of 
two  millions  more. 

This  city  contains  fixteen  thoufand  fouls ; 
it  cbnfifts  of  two  parts,  divided  by  the  river 
Aude ;  the  high  town  ftands  on  a  rock, 
fiirrounded  with  antique  walls,  and  defended 
by  a  venerable  old  caftle  ;  the  low  town  is 
regularly  built  in  a  fquare  form.  This  place 
had  once  fovereigns  of  its,  own :  the  laft 
carl,  having  Tided  with  the  Albigenfes,  was 
ftripped  of  all  his  poffeffions,  which  were 
given  to  Mx)ntfort,  and  by  that  family  trans- 
ferred to  the  crown,  of  France. 

A  a  2  From 
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From  hence  to  Narbonne  we  travelled 
throughableak  country,  extremely  unplealant 
to  the  eye;  the  want  of  fluide,  and  the  ftrong 
refledlion  of  the  fun,  render  it  intolerably 
hot  in  fummer ;  during  the  winter  months,, 
it  is  expofed  to  fevere  cold  and  high  winds* 
The  foil  in  general  is  rocky,  or  a  red  gravelr 
The  moft  northerly  olive-trees  in  France 
grow  here.  We  firfk  defcried  the  Medi- 
terranean from  the  hilfe  near  Narbonne, 
which  city  ftands  in  a  low  plain,  expofed  to 
inundations  by  its  vicinity  to  feveMiI  rivers 
that  flow  t<:>wards  the  fait  Isdces. 

We  entered  this  city  through  a  gate  built 
with  the  fragments  of  Roman  altars,  muti-^ 
lated  Ilatues,  infcriptions  and  trophies.  The 
ilreets  are  narrow,  and  an  air  of  pov^y 
reigns  throughout.  The  dhurch  alone  feems 
to  engrois  the  wealth  of  the  place  ;  its  arch-- 
hiihoprid:  is  numbered  among  the  ricfaeft 
benefices  in  the  kingdom;  the  palace,  of  the 

prelate 
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jirelate  refembles  the  gloomy  fbrtrefs  of  an 
ancient  feudatory  prince,  rather  than  the  re- 
lidenceofaFrench  archbifhop  in  thefe  days  of 
peace  and  elegance.    Many  fine  remnailts  of 
Roman  fculpture,  and  literature,  are  preferved 
in  the  courts,  and  there  the  Narbonefe  may 
indulge  their  vanity  in  furmifes  concerning 
the  ancient  magnificence  of  their  city,  what* 
evermay  be  its  appearance  initsprefentreduc-* 
ed  ftate.  Narbonne  became  a  Roman  colony 
115  years  before  Chrifi,  and  gave  its  name 
to  a  large  divifion  of  Gaul.     The  abode  of 
proconfuls  and  prefeds,  the  mafters  of  the 
world,  or  at  Icaft  their  deputies,  was  fure  to 
receive  every  embellifhment,  and  mark  of 
diilindion,  whicli  thofe  proud  inhabitants 
could  beftow  :  the  pbafiires  of  Rome  were 
undoubtedly  tranfplanted  hither,  and  fump- 
tuous  buildings  raifed  for  the  fake  of  enjoy- 
ing them.     The  numerous  fragments,  that 
accur  in  every  part  of  the  town,  atteft  the 
A  a  3  grandeur 
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grandeur  and  talle  of  its  ancient  decorations ; 
but  time,  and  the  fury  of  barbarians,  have 
left  none  of  thofe  edifices  (landing. 

The  cathedral  is  remarkable  for  the  lofti- 
nefs  of  its  roof,  but  the  ftyle  of  architedhire 
is  heavy.  In  the  choir  is  the  maufoleum  of 
Philip  the  Hardy,  fon  of  St.  Lewis ;  he  died 
at  Perpignan  in  1285,  while  he  was  em- 
ployed in  defpoiling  his  excommunicated  re* 
lation,  Peter  of  Aragon,  of  his  dominions. 

Narbonne  was  formerly  governed  by  fo- 
vereign  vifcounts,  but  the  kings  of  France 
acquired  it  in  the  1 6th  century.  Its  trade 
chiefly  depends  upon  the  exportation  of  its 
wheat,  which  is  much  efteemed  for  feed-corn, 
and,  except  olives,  is  the  only  important  pro- 
dudlion  of  the  diocefe;  it  is  fent  by  a  canal  to 
the  fea,  where  it  is  fhipped  for  thofe  provinces 
along  the  coaft,  that  are  deficient  in  that  firft 
necelTary  of  life.  The  ialt-pans  on  the  lakes 
bring  in  a  confiderahle  revenue  to  the  far- 
mers of  the  revenue  :  the  wafte  grounds 

about 
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about  Narbonne  abound  in  aromatic  plants, 
from  which  the  bees  extra<9:  a  white  and 
highly  perfumed  honey;  its  .gentle  laxative 
quality  recommends  it  to  the  apothecaries  in 
preference  to  other  honey. 

The  fields  in  the  low  grounds  are  divided 
by  rows  of  mulberry  trees,  and  mounds  over- 
grown with  thickets  of  tamarifks;  the  plough 
ufed  here  confifts  merely  of  a  0ender  handle, 
and  a  coulter,  proportioned  however  to  the 
lightnefs  of  the  foil.  Beyond  this  plain  the 
country  is  mountainous,  and  dreary,  as  far 
as  the  banks  of  the  Orbe, 

We  left  the  ftrait^road  to  vifit  the  Mai  pas, 
a  paffage;  where  the  canal  of  Languedoc  is 
carried  147  yards  through  the  heart  of  a 
mount^dn  ;  the  work  is  nobly  executed  j 
a  bold  lofty  arch  is  thrown  over  the  water, 
to  prevent  the  materials  of  the  excavated  hill 
from  falling,  and  a  parapet  is  raifed  along  the 
water  edge  for  a  towing  path.  While  the 
workmen  were  opening  this  fubterraneous 
A  a  4  cut. 
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cut)  they  accidentally  ftruck  upon  a  channel 
made  by  the  Romans,  to  drain  a  lake  that 
once  filled  a  vaft  hollow  on  the  fommit  of 
the  mountain.  From  the  Mai  pas  to  the 
furface  of  the  river  Orbe  there  is  a  fall  of 
fixty-feven  feet,  which  renders  ten  locks 
neceflary  for  the  railing  or  lowering  the 
barges. 

Beziers  comimands  a  grand  extent  o{  pro* 
fpeA,  but  the  ground  is  too  bare  of  wood. 
The  climate  of  this  city  is  much  celebrated, 
as  well  as  the  fertility  of  its  territory  :  Va- 
niere  often  fmgs  the  praifes  of  this  his  native 
fpot,  in  his  Praedium  Rufticum,  a  didadic 
poem,  which  appears  cold  and  dull  to  foreign 
readers,  but  has  many  charms  for  thofe  per- 
fons  that  are  acquainted  with  this  country, 
and  qualified  to  judge  of  the  truth,  with 
which  he  has  penned  his  defcriptions.  The 
roaring  ^nds  that  blow  for  a  long  con- 
tinuance at  different  feafons  of  the  year,  are 
no  doubt  conducive  to  the  purity  and  faluv 

.      brity 
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brity  of  the  ^r,  but  thfeir  violence' rendera 
Beziera  a  very  unpleafent  place  of  abode 
while  they  laft.  The  cathedral  and  the  palace 
of  the  Bifhop  are  admirably  fituated  oppo- 
fite  to  the  fineft  part  of  the  hills  and  a  beau- 
tiful reach  of  the  river. 

The  Romans^  who  perfeftly  underftood 
the  advantages  of  fituation,  fent  a  colony  to 
Beziers;  on  the  difinembering  of  their  em- 
pire, it  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  Goths;, 
the  Saracens  difpofiefled  them,  and  fortified 
this  poll  with  great  care.  The  obftinate 
refiftance  they  made  here  againft  Charles 
Martel,  incited  that  general  to  deftroy  the 
place  after  he  had  driven  them  out.  Beziers 
rofe  from  its  aihes^  and  afterwards  was  go- 
verned by  a  race  of  independent  fovereigns. 
In  1209  the  vifcount  of  Beziers  joined  his 
ftandard  to  that  of  the  earl  of  Touloufe  in 
fupport  of  the  Albigenfes  j  this  drew  upon 
him  the  refentment  of  the  Crufaders,  who 
took  his  capital  by  ftorm,  and  maffacred  its 

inhabitants 


378   JOURNEY  FROM  BAYONNE 

inhabitants  in  great  numbers,  without  di(« 
tindlion  of  fex  or  age.     The  kings  of  France 
foon  after  became  poflefied  of  the  territory. 
This  is  far  from  a  commercial  town; 
nature  is  fo  bountiful  to  Beziers,  and  fupplies 
it  in  fuch  abundance  with  all  the  neceflaries 
of  life^  that  the  inhabitants  feldom  feel  any 
incitement  to  induftry.    'Tis  the  fting  of 
penury  that  roufes  and  infpires  us  with  the 
daring  fpirit  of  mercantile  enterprize.  Thefe 
people  find  enough  at  home  to  anfwer  every 
purpofeoftheirexiftence,andthereforeneither 
trade  nor  manufadiures  are  heard  of  among 
them.     This  is  the  account  I  received  firom 
various  quarters,  but  were  I  to  judge  of  the 
affluence  of  the  citizens  by  their  rueful  coun- 
tenances, and  their  ill-built,  dirty  ftreets,  I 
fhould  be  tempted  to^vmte  them  down  for 
the  pooreft  fet  of  men  in  the  whole  province. 
The  diocefe  produces  a  great  deal  of  oil, 
wine,  filk,  and  com. 

After 
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After  traverfing  a  barren  country  fome 
leagues  in  extent,  we  defcended  with  great 
pleafure  into  the  rich  plains  of  Pezenas  ;  it 
is  fpacious,  finely  cultivated,  and  inclofed  by    , 
hills  dotted  with  iingle  houfes  and  villages. 
Pezenas  is  not  remarkable  for  good  buildr- 
ings  ;  the  number  of  its  inhabitants  is  fmalL 
We  foon  exchanged  the  agreeable  fcenes  of 
this  delicious  plain  for  rocky  mountains, 
bleakly  piled  one  upon  another,  and  pro- 
duftive  only  of  fhrubs,  which  ferve  for  fiiel. 
Near  Loupian  we  came  down  to  the  edge  of 
a  large  lake  that  communicates  with  the 
fea ;  the  view  here  ftretches  acrofs  a  noble 
bay ;  the  branches  of  the  olive  tree  and  the 
vine  hang  over  the  waves,  while   diftant 
towns  feem  to  float  upon  their  bofom.  The 
approach  to  Montpellier  is  uncommonly 
jnajeftic. 


LET- 
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LETTER      XIII. 

Mon^idfier,  No¥.  i,  1776. 

THE  city  of  Montpellier  covers  a 
round  knoll.  Its  walls  are  hand- 
fome  and  well  preferved;  they  were  built 
in  1208,  by  a  fon  of  James,  the  vidorious 
king  of  Aragon,  to  whom  this  prince  had 
given  die  kingdom  of  Majorca  and  the 
earldom  of  Montpellier  as  an  appanage. 
The  fquare  walk,  called  le  Peyrou,  upon  the 
brow  of  the  hill,  is  one  of  the  grandeft  in 
Europe  ;  it  is  raifed  upon  feveral  terraces, 
and  adorned  with  a  ftatue  of  Lewis  the 
Fourteenth,  a  triumphal  arch  erefted  to 
the  memory  of  the  fame  monarch,  and  a 
rotunda,  in  which  fcrupulous  architeds 
will  find  little  to  admire :  it  ferves  to  re- 
ceive the  waters  brought  from  afar,  along  a 
noble  aquedu£fc  of  two  ranges  of  arches, 
md  is  here  mentionied  with  praife  as  the 
4         -  ,  part 
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part  of  a  beautiful  pidlurc^  Nothing  we 
find  among  the  ruins  of  Roman  grandeur 
can  have  a  more  fublime  efFedl,  than  this 
vail  line  of  arcades  ftridti^  over  the  hills 
.and  dales.  The  Peyrou  commands  a  view 
of  fea  and  land,  that  even  draws  the  at*- 
tentidn  from  its  decorations;  the  lake  of 
Magredonne  is  feen  divided  frcHnithe  Me»- 
diterraneaa  by  a  long  ifthmus,  through  the 
middle  of  which  the  royal  canal  is  con- 
tinued eaftward  from  Agde;  the  boats  upon 
it  feem  to  be  failing  in  the  open  fea ;  vil- 
lages are  fcattered  along  the  edges  of  the 
lake,  and  the  mountain  of  Cette  towers 
beyond,  like  an  ifland  feparated  from  the 
continent  by  a  broad  channel. 

The  walks  and  other  embellifhments'  give 
the  exterior  parts  of  this  city  the  appear- 
ance of  a  metropolis,  but  nothing  within 
correfponds  with  this  idea ;  for  the  ftreet* 
are  narrow,  crooked,  and  fteep;  the  houfes, 
.^though  folidly  built,  are  plain,  and  without 
:  any 
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any  ftriking  (Mnaments  of  architedhirc* 
The  number  of  inhabitants  exceeds  lixty 
thoufancL 

The  ftates  *  of  Languedoc  aflemble  here 
every  winter,  and  during  the  meeting  Mont- 
pellier  is  a  place  of  great  gaiety ;  at  other 
feafons  the  refort  of  foreigners  gives  it  an 
air  of  life  and  adlivity,  which  is  feldom  to 
be  met  with,  except  in  fea  ports.  Its  cli- 
mate has  long  been  celebrated  for^whole- 
fomenefs,  and  incredible  numbers  of  in^ 
valids  have  vilited  it  in  hopes  of  relief  from 
their  coriiplaints,  or  at  leaft  of  finding  an 
atmofphere  more  congenial  to  their  delicate 

*  The  ftates  are  compofed  of  three  orders^  the. 
church,  the  nobility,  and  the  commons  ;  the  firft  con* 
lifts  of  three  archbifliops  and  twenty  biftiops ;  the  fecond 
of  one  earl,  one  vifcount,  and  twenty-one  barons  >  the 
third  of  the  deputies  of  diocefes,  and  magiftxates 
of  towns.  Their  bufinefs  is  to  grant  money  to  the 
king,  to  parcel  out  the  contributions,  to  infpeft  the  ac- 
counts of  preceding  years,  and  to  watch  over  the  pri- 

Yileges  of  the  province. 

frames ; 
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frames;  but  I  fufped  its  merits  have  been 
over-rated,  for  in  autumn  and  winter  the 
winds  are  continual  and  very  fliarp ;  at  the 
fame  time  the  fky  is  clear,  and  the  jrays  of 
the  fun  powerful ;  therefore  in  every  place 
flieltered  from  the  north  wind,  the  degree 
of  heat  is  confiderable,  and  perfpiration  ex- 
cited by  very  moderate  exercife :  the  cut- 
ting bljift,  which  is  felt  at  every  corner, 
cannot  fail  of  producing  pernicious  confe- 
quences  to  a  body  thus  fuddenly  expofed 
with  all  its  pores  open.  In  fummer,  the 
influence  of  the  marfhes  muft  be  felt;  in- 
deed the  faceis  of.  the  people  that  inhabit 
the  low  grounds  along  the  coaft,  bear  faid 
teftimoily  to  jhe  pernicious  qualities  of  their 
air  and  foil;  their  hiie  is  a  difmal  green, 
and  aguies  harafs  them  half  the  year.  I 
have  not  yet  feen  a  woman  in  Montpellier 
with  a  fine  fet  of  teeth ;  their  decay  is  by. 
fome  obfervers  attributed  to  the  efHuvia  of 
quickfilver,  of  which  incredible  quantities 

are 
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are  employed  by  the  furgeons;  others  lay 
the  blame  upon  the  vapours  of  yerdigreafe ; 
but  I  Qiclme  to  think  that  the  proximity  of 
the  marihes  is  the  prihcipal,  though  not 
perhaps  the  ible  caufe. 

The  college  of  phylic  has  long  enjoyed 
great  renown,  and  boafts  of  having  taught 
or  enrolled  among  its  members  many  of  the 
greateft  phyficidns  France  has  j^-oduced  in 
the  late  and  prefent  centuries.  Its  privi^ 
leges  are  exteniive,  and  fome  of  the  moft 
honourable  are  faid  to  have  been  obtained 
by  the  favour  of  that  wanton  philosopher 
Rabelais^  for  which  reafon  his  gown  is  put 
on  every  new  fellow  by  way  of  inftalment. 
J£  thQGOofbnt  concburfe  of  patients,  and 
the  hdk  opportumties  for  acquiring  the 
knowledge  of  fimples,  contribute  to  the 
increafe  of  ikill  in  a  jpedical  fociety,  no 
fchool  feems  to  have  thcfe  helps  in  greater 
perfedion  than  Montpellierj  but  of  late 
years  many  (ick  perfoas  have  applied  to 

other 
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Other  fources  of  health,  and  the  confump- 
tive  Englifh  have  been  induced  by  faihion 
and  the  temptation  of  a  milder  climate,  to 
breathe  out  their  fmajil  remains  of  life  on 
the  warm  fhore  of  Nice. 

Botany  may  be,  ftudied  here  with  pe- 
culiar convenience,  as  the  wafte  lands  about 
the  city  afford  famples  of  a  greater  number 
and  variety  of  plants  than  can  be  found 
affembled  in  the  fame  compafs  on  any  other 
foil  in  Europe.  The  kin^s  botanical  garden 
was  firft  planned  by  Dulaurem,  phyfician 
to  Henry  the  IVth;  it  is  well  taken  care 
of,  and  ftudents  .  are  accommodated  with 
every  facility  for  acquiring  the  knowledge 
of  vegetables.  The  gardener  is  wont  to 
make  an  annual  yifit  to  the  Pyrenean  moun- 
tains, with  a  band  of  pupils,  to  examine  the 
rare  plants  that  grow  in  thofe  elevated 
regions,  and  which  are  not  produced  in 
the  plains  and  hills  of  Languedoc. 
'  Perfumery,  fcented  waters,  and  cordials 
VOL.  II.  B  b  of 
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of  yarious  forts  are  prq>ared  here  widi 
great  (kill ;  fidfe  cochineal,  and  a  medicinal 
confenre,  is  made  with  the  kermes,  or  gait 
nut  of  the  holm  oak ;  wax  is  blanched  in 
confiderable  quantities ;  yerdigreafe  *  is  the 
particular  manufa^hire  of  this  town ;  oU  f 

and 


^  It  18  maJe  by  putting  fome  quarts  of  wine  in  a  large 
eardien  jar  $  over  the  liquor  are  fixed  crds  fticks  to 
bear  a  layer  of  raifins ;  over  diefe  is  laid  a  thin  plate  of 
copper  i  this  is  repeated  till  the  pot  is  filled;  all  air  is 
then  excluded  for  twelve  days,  by  means  of  a  thick  ftraw 
cover*  At  the  expiration  of  diis  term  the  copper  plates 
are  taken  out,  dried  gradually  in  the  (hade,  and  then 
the  yerdigreafe  which  has  been  produced  upon  them  is 
fcraped  off. 

i  In  December  when  die  olives  become  Mack  and 
Ihrivelled,  they  are  beat  down  upon  clean  cloths,  and 
carted  to  the  mill,  where  they  are  thrown  into  a  cir- 
cular trough,  in  which  a  perpendicular  ftone  turns. 
By  the  weight  of  this  machine  the  fruit  is  craflied,  and 
kneaded  to.  a  pafte,  then  put  into  baikets  of  matditg, 
with  a  hole  at  their  top;  thefe  baflcets  are  piled  up 
vndera  prefs,  and  boiling  vrater  is  poured  upon  them ; 

the 
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and  com  are  fent  out  of  its  didcefe  in 
great  quantities.  ,  It  produces  fopie  e:5ceU 
lent  forts  of  wine :  fuftians,  and  other  clotha 
con^lete  the  lift  of  its  commodities* 


LETTER     XIV. 

Mwitpellief,  Nov.  j,  17764 

MONTPEtLIER  did  not  exift,  when 
Charlemagne  deftroyed  Maguelonne^ 
a  city  built  in  the  middle  of  the  lakes,  the 
retreat  and  bulwark  of  the  Saracens.  The' 
bifhop  and  his  clergy  had  already  taken 
refuge  at  Suftantion,  a  village  about  a  mile 
from  the  hill,  where  Montpellier  was  gra- 
dually formed  into  a  town,  by  the  con* 
courfe  of  people  that  preferred  this  lofty 
iituatioa  to  the  low  country,  both  on  ac- 

the  hot  liquid  brings  out  the  oil,  and  carries  it  away 
with  it  into  a  tub,  where  the  water  finks,  and  the- oil  is 
lldmnied  ofF  with  a  ladle. 

B  b  a  count 


388       JOURNEY   FIOM   BATONNS 

count  of  (afety,  and  of  healtb.  From  fome 
holy  virgins,  who  dther  dire&ed  thdr 
choice,  or  did  adually  refide  upon  the 
hill,  the  new  fettlement  took  the  name  of 
Mons  Puellarum,  the  mountain  of  the  maids* 
Maguelonne  was,  however,  rebuilt  in  the 
twelfth  century,  but  again  finally  aban- 
doned in  1536,  and  the  epifcopal  fee  fixed 
at  Montpellier,  which  had  belonged  to  the 
crown  of  France  fince  the  year  1340. 

The  petrple  of  Montpellier  took  an  adive 
part  in  the  rebellions  that  diflurbed  the 
reign  of  Lewis  the  Thirteenth,  and  diftin-^ 
guiibed  themfelves  by  their  attachment  to 
the  reformed  reli^on.  The  king  befieged 
them  in  perfon,  and  having  forced  them 
to  furrender,*ereded  aftrong  citadel,  to  curb 
their  refradlory  fpirit,  and  fecure  their  obe- 
dience to  his  authority.  This  fortrefs  has 
been  improved  according  to  the  modern 
fyftem  of  defence,  and  has  often  been  of 
eminent  fervice  both  to  the  monarch  and 

tbe 


TO     MARSEILLE  8«  389 

the  fubjed%  in  preferving  internal  peace^ 
and  keeping  at  a  diilance  the  calamities  at- 
tendant upon  civil  difcord,  which  defolated 
the  other  diftrids  of  the  province. 
,  The  number  of  Hugonots  is  ftill  great 
in  this  neighbourhood,  notwithfknding  the 
revocation  of  thic  edifl  of  Nantes:  perfecu- 
tion  ha$  not  had  the  full  efFe<St  that  was 
cxpeded^  and  tbp  milder  2urts  of  toleratiou 
begin  to  be  put  in  pradice ;  perhaps  induU 
gence,  and  the  alluremeDls  of  ambition,  may 
imperceptiblyiindermine  that  well^cemented 
edifice,  which  has  refitted  fo  many  open 
aflaujts  and  fi^rioi^  flxpcks  &om  the  hands 
of  priefts,  ^4  moijarchs^  Perf? cution  \% 
n9  cqny^ejrter^  ;and  mijid  treatment  can  alone 
weaken  tjhe  impreilipns  pf  education,  and 
bring  men  to  balance  in  their  qiinds  the 
weight  of  fpiritual  opinions  ^ainft  that 
of  tempoi:a][  advantages  r  when  zeal  abates^ 
jas  it  foon  will,  if  no  longer  animated  by 
jpierfecution,  indifference  will  q\iickly  flid^ 
B  b  3  intp 
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imo  its  place,  and  exdnguifh  even  the  em«- 
b^rs  of  that  once  mitr ageciie  fire.  It  is  by 
thefe  meaiu  that  a  long  eftabliihed  fed  is 
extirpated.  The  fable  oi  the  fun,  wind,  and 
traveller,  is  perfectly  apj^icable  in  the  |»:e- 
fent  cafe,  and  I  make  no  doubt  but  the 
Frend)  miniftry  have  learned  wifiiom  of 
their  fabulifts* 

From  the  rapid  progress  made  of  laM 
years  by  the  fpirit  of  toieraition  add  huina*- 
nity,  it  is  to  be  prefumed  that  the  torch  of 
fanaticifm  will  neVer  more  be  lighted  up  in 
our  own  eountty. .  It  is  time  that  the  lew 
remaining  profefibi^  <^  thi6  old  refigion  of 
Britain  fliould  enjoy  theli:  oMcure  Ibt  in 
peate,  &ftd  as  they  eontribute  doubly  to 
the  fopport  of  the  ftatt,  be  no  longer  ex- 
cluded from  that  ph)teaiOtt  Which  it  aferfs 
to  all  Other  dlflentttti,  Chriffian,  or  anti- 
chrlftian.  The  ariimofities  of  ancient  par- 
ties fhould  die  with  the  fsunilies  afid  in- 
terefts  that- gave  theih  Vxrth:  thecohdia 
'-  of 
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cf  the  king's  Roman  Catholic  fubjeds  has 
been  fo  long  uniformly  loyal  and  peaceable^ 
their  numbers  are  fo  fmali,  and  their  im-* 
poiEbiKty  of  giving  any  difturbance  to  go-» 
vcmment,  were  they  even  willing,   is  fo' 
well  acknowledged,    that    nothing   feems 
better  proved,  than  the  propriety  of  knocks 
ing  off  the  ignominious  fetters  with  which 
they  are  ftill  loaded :  but  in  oppofition  to 
this  aft  of  humanity,  it  is  aflerted,  that  their 
principles  and  dodrines  ore  hoftile  to  civil 
>*.         and  religious  libertyt      I   fhall  pot   enter 
/         into  an  argument  on  religious  liberty,  be-» 
caufe,  it  is  certain,   that  the  Roman  Ca- 
tholics will  never  have  it  in  their  power  in 
Britain  to  force  anv  man  to  go  to  mafs^ 
and  therefore  no  danger  c^  accrue  from 
their  fentimenta  in  abftrsd  mjitters  of  faith. 
But,  furely,  it  is  the  height  of  abfurdity  tp 
affirm  that  religion  to  be  inimical  to  liberty, 
which    is   profeft  by  fome  of  the  freeft 
'      8  b  4  pcoplfl 
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people  in  Europe.  There  are  cantons  in 
Swizzerlandy  republics  in  Italy,  and  indivi- 
duals in  Corlica  and  Poland,  as  tenacious  of 
their  freedom  as  the  mod  ftubbom  Briton 
can  be;  yet,  they  believe  in  tranfubftan- 
tiation,  make  the  fign  of  the  crofs,  and 
acknowledge  the  popc(  to  be  the  head 
of  the  church.  Have  we  forgotten  that 
we  owe  the  ineftimable  bleffings  of  juries 
to  Alfred,  who  was  fubmiffively  attached 
to  the  papal  authority  ?  How  often  did  not 
our  barons  and  commons  rife  in  arms,  and 
fight  for  public  liberty,  before  they  had 
learned  even  to  doubt  of  his  infallibility, 
and  furely  the  men  that  drew  up  Magna 
Charta  were  papifts.  Let  England  remem- 
ber, at  leaft,  that  her  Roman  Catholics  arc 
neither  intruders,  nor  innovators  j  but  the 
defcendants  of  her  old  inhabitants,  of  thofe 
who  for  ages  fought'her  battles,  andAavifhed 
their  blood  and  fortunes  in  fupport  of  that 

V  glory 
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glory  and  freedom,  of  which  theiir  polte- 
rity  is  forbid  to  partake.* 

Sevend  of  my  mornings  were  devoted^ 
to  rambles  over  the  adjacent  comitry;  a 
fine  extent  of  heath  and  foreft,  affords  am^ 
pie  room  for  the  ijioft  eccentric  wanderer, 
and  the  want  of  inclofures  leaves  almoft 
every  where"  free  paflage  through  the  vine-- 
yards  and  olive-grounds*  The  great  va.^ 
riety  of  plants,  and  the  aromatic  fcents  that 
rofe  under  my  foolfteps,  with  the  quick 
fucceffion  of  land  and  fea  profpeds;  fhift* 
ing  as  I  moved  up  each  hillpck,  rendered 
me  infenfible  to  heat  and  fatigue.  Near 
Perrol  there  are  fmall  poola.  of  wattr,  im-- 
pregnated  with  a  ftroijg  vitrioiic  tafte,  and 
kept  in  conftant  ebullition  bj:  the  fixed  air; 
they  are  ufed  as  baths.    Near  Saint  Gporge^f 

*  Thefe  letters  were  written  long  before  the  2d  of 
June,  1780,  but  I  cannot  prevail  upon  myfelf  to  ftrike 
out  this  paflage,  though  it  looks  like  a  fatire  upon  my 
wuntry.  -  - 

I  ftrayed 
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1  ftrayed  into  a  circular  valley,  exa&ly  fimi- 
lar  to  the  crater  of  a  volcano,  but  inftead 
of  being  covered  vnth  purple  af&es,  and 
ftrewed  with  horrid  lumps  of  Uack  lava, 
it  was  overgrown  with  arbutus,  and  other 
beautiful  tall  ihrubs :  pleafant  paths  have 
been  formed  through  the  thicket  by  the 
fliepherds,  who  lead  their  flocks  to  brouze 
under  this  evergreen  (hade. 

The  mountain  •dT  St  Loup,  and  the 
ruins  of  the  caftle  cdT  Mcmferrahd,  feated  on 
its  moft  ihaggy  pinnacle,  were  the  objeds 
of  another  excurfion.  St.  Loup  is  efteemed 
one  of  the  moft  elevated  points  in  the  front 
row  of  the  Cevennes,  of  which  it  com- 
mands a  moft  extenfive  view.  Tb^  lower 
region  is  woody  and  romantic,  the  upper 
rocky;  but  the  light  in  which  it  claimed 
my  attention  was  the  probability,  built  upon 
its  form,  that  a  volcano  had  once  exifted 
at  its  fummit;  a  deep  circular  hollow  near 
a  mile  in  diameter,  the  whole  of  it  in 
4  tillage, 
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tillage,  is  fhut  up  to  the  north  by  a  very- 
high  ridge  of  rocks,  which  on  the  outfidc 
are  fo  precipitate  as  to  deny  all  accefs,  but 
On  the  inflde  flojpe  ealily  to  the  bottom  of 
the  crater.  The  wall  or  cruft  towards  the 
fbuth  is  much  lower,  and  broken  in  one 
part;  a  breach  that  may  be  perceived  in 
everjf  extin<ft  volcano,  being  the  paflage  ef- 
feduated  by  the  overboiling  totxent  of  lava,, 
through  the  weaker  part  of  the  fhell.  The 
river  Lers  burfts  out  of  a  cavern  at  the  foot 
of  this  mountain,  and  immediately  turns  a. 
mill.  The  water  is  as  clear  as  chryftal, 
and  its  Bottom  entirely  covered  with  grafs, 
which  the  cattle  dive  for  and  pluck  up  by 
the  roots. 


yy 
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LETTER      XV. 

Nimes,  Nor.  5,  1776. 

LUND,   the  only  place  of  note  on  the 
road  to  Nimes,  is  renowned  for  the 

excellency  of  its  mufcadine  wines. 

Aiguefmortes  appears  in  the  marfhy  plain 
to  the  right :  the  alterations  occafioned  by 
the  lapie  of  ages  in  its  harbour  and  neigh- 
bourhood, have  fumifhed  fubje£t  of  medi- 
tation for  many  modem  philofbphers,  who 
have  ftriven  to  explain  the  natural  hlftory 
of  our  planet,  and  account  fyftematically 
for  all  its  wonderful  changes  and.convul-r 
fions.  Saint  Lewis  embarked  at  Aiguef^ 
mortes,  for  his  expedition  againft  the  Mu£- 
felmen :  the  communication  was  then  open 
from  hence  to  the  fea  for  large  veffels  ;  but 
the  kings  of  France,  having  foon  after  got 
pofleflion  of  Provence,  where  they  were 
provided  with  more  convenient  ports  than 
«.  this, 
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this,  negleded  Aiguefniortes  fo  entirely,  that 
its  canals  filled  with  fand,  and  its  haven 
became  a  fedgy  pool :  the  number  of  its 
citizens  decreafed  annually  from  fickneis,  or 
defertion ;  the  few  inhabitants,  that  flill  re* 
main  within  its  walls,  are  bribed  to  flay  by 
the  advantageous  privileges  which  the  town 
enjoys,  and  by  the  profits  arifing  from  the 
great  falt-works  of  Peuais.  The  lafl  event 
that  figures  in  the  annals  of  Aiguefmortes,  is 
the  landing  of  the  emperor  Charles  the 
Fifth,  in  the  year  1539,  ^^^  his  magnificent 
reception  by  his  generous  rival  Francis  the 
Firft. 

Nimes  is  a  large  city,  built  within  a  femi- 
circular  range  of  rocky  hills :  violent  north- 
eaft  winds  blow  for  many  weeks  after  the 
equinox,  without  intermiflion,  and  difpel  the 
unwholefome  vapours,  which  have  been  c<5l- 
ledled  in  this  confined  atmofphere  during 
the  fummer :  all  is  open  to  the  fouth,  as  far 
as  the  Mediterranean,  which  is  thought  by 

fomc 
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feme  pHlofophcrs  to  have  wafhed  the  foot  of 
the  tocks  of  Nimes  in  ancient  times ;  but 
this  retreat  of  die  waters  muft  have  taken 
place  long  before  the  Romans  had  extended 
their  eonquefts  to  Gaul,  as  is  evident  from 
the  obfervations  of  Pliny:  that  fagacious 
people  would  undoubtedly  have  availed  them- 
felves  of  fuch  an  advantage  as  a  harbour, 
had  there  exifted  one  at  or  near  a  place 
which  tibey  treated  with  diitinguifhed  marks 
of  predileAion.  A  cdooy  was  fettled  here 
by  Marcus  Agrippa,  the  fon-inJaw  of  Au- 
guftus*:  fucceeding  emperors  took  a  delight 
in  embellifhing  Nimes  with  both  facred  and 
civil  edifices ;  no  place  on  our  fide  of  the  Alps 
retains  to  many,  or  fuch  perfect  monuments 

^  As  die  coin  (truck  in  this  colony  exhibits  a  croco- 
dile tied  to  a  paliB->tree,  and  die  heads  of  Cains  and  Lu- 
cius Caefar,  fons  of  Agnppa,  itisprobaMe  that  the  vetenms 
who  formed  this  fettlement)  were  drawn  fromlegions  that 
had  ferved  in  Egjpt  and  Syria,  under  the  comaiand  ^ 
Agrippa,  or  his  Tons, 

of 
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of  ancient  tafte  and  magnificence,  befides  in- 
numerable fragments,  wHich  have  been  made 
ufe  of  in  building  walls  and  gates  in  ages  of 
barbarifm. 

The  amphitheatre  is  one  of  the  beft  pre^ 
ferved  w6rks  of  the  kind  now  extant ;  its 
form  is,  as  ufud,  elliptical :  ^  on  the  outfide 
are  two  orders,  Tufcan  and  Doric,  each  of 
fixty  arcades,'  divided  in  the  firft  gallery  by 
piladers,  ixx  the  fecond  by  columns  j  above 
all  is  a  battlement  or  parapet,  that  either 

*  The  longeft  diameter  of  the  su-ea  meafures  four 
hundred  and  fixteen  French  feet,  the  ihorteft  three  hun- 
dred and  eighteen. 

The  fubflrudions  that  fu|q>ort  die  feats  and  galleries 
are  eighty-feven  feet  thick,  fo  that  the  whole  diameter 
of  the  amphitheatlre  is  one  way  five  hundred  and  ninety, 
and  the  other  four  hundred  and  ninety  feet* 

I  have  followed  the  meafurement  of  Moniieur  C3eriflea,u, 
given  with  the  plans  and  elevations  of  the  monuments 
of  Nimes,  becaufe  he  is  an  architedl,  and  either  took  the 
meafures  himfelf,  or  copied  them  from  the  papers  of  the 
late  Comte  de  Caylus.  They  do  not  thoroughly  agree 
with  thofe  marked  in  other  books. 

formed 
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formed  the  pedeftal  of  a  third  order,  or 
crowded  the  fecond ;  perhaps  the  building 
was  never  raifed  higher,  fcH*  there  appear  at 
this  height,  which  is  fixty-eight  feet  from  the 
ground,  projeding  ftones,  bored  through  to 
receive  the  poles  from  which  the  awning  was 
fufjpended  over  the  fpedators.  Four  gates 
g^ve  admittance  into  the  area,  which  is  at 
piiefent  crowded  with  hdufes.  I  was  told 
that  upwards  pf  three  thoufand  perfons 
dwell  within  ^  its  walls,  moft  of  them  manu-r 
fafturers,  and  profefling  the  reformed  re- 
ligion. Above  the  houfes,  the  feats  and 
vomitoria  are  ftill  entire,  as  are  alfo  the 
malks  and  baffo-relievos  that  adorned  the 
keyftones  of  the  arches.  The  amphitheatre 
has  fufiered  lefs  from  the  wear  of  time  than 
from  fire,  for  Charles  Martel  is  reported  to 

*  The  king  has  lately  (1786)  iflued  an  edift  for  de- 
ftraying  thefe  hovels,  clearing  out  the  area,  and  putting 
this  noble  edifice  into  proper  repair* 

have 
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have  filled  it  with  faggots^  which  he  caufed 
to  be  lighted^  in  hopei  of  deftroying  this  folid 
building,  which  being  turned  into  a  fortrefj 
by  the  Saracens,  had  long  refifted  his  aflaulcs, 
and  coft  him  numbers  of  his  braveft  foldiers ; 
but  the  blocks  of  ftonc  were  fo  maffive,  and 
the  work  fo  fitmly  put  together,  that  the 
flames  hkd  fcarce  any  effedl  upon  it,  except 
blackening  the  furface. 

The  temple,  ufually  afcribed  to  the  worfhip 
of  Diana,  fubfifts  with  half  its  flone  roof  yet 
remaining.  It  is  of  the  compofite  order,  but 
in  a  heavy  ftyle  of  architefture :  the  fituation 
is  pidurefque^  oti  the  brink  of  a  large  fpring 
ifluing  out  of  the  rock  into  a  femi-circular 
bafon  fifty  feet  deep ;  the  waters  are  con-^ 
veyed  from  hence  through  a  public  garden, 
in  various  channels,  adorned  with  balluf- 
trades,  vafes,  and  ftatues :  this  labyrinth  of 
flxeams  is  faid  to  be  laid  down  as  nearly  as 
poflible  upon  the  ancient  Roman  plan, 
Numberlefs  fragments  of  ornamental  archi-^ 
VOL.  II.  C  c  tenure 


4qft     JOOINBY   FRDM   BATOKNB 

tedure  have  been  found  in  cleaning  the  dd 
canals,  and  copies  <^  them  emj^ojed  in  de« 
corating  the  modem  parapets.  The  ftylobate, 
which  probably  ferved  as  a  common  pedeftal 
to  a  line  of  columns,  has  been  imitated,  and 
is  much  admired  for  the  elegance  of  its  run- 
ning pattern. 

On  the  fummit  of  the  craggy  hill,  that 
overhangs  the  city,  ftands  the  Tour  Magne, 
a  pyramidical  tower  of  feveral  ftories,  to  each 
of  which  a  winding  flair-cafe  afibrded  accefs* 
The  building  contains  below  one  large  vault- 
ed room  of  an  irregular  (hape,  with  a  coni- 
cal roof;  above  it  are  fix  fmall  ceils,  round 
at  the  bottom  like  a  kettle,  with  apertures  on- 
ly at  top,  and  not  communicating  vnth  each 
other.     Antiquaries  di&r  as  to  the  \dk  made 
of  this  tower,  while  fome  call  it  a  public 
treafury,  others   a  granary,  a  third   pro- 
nounces ft  to  have  been  a  light-houfe,  and 
others  a  manfoleum.     The  view  from  hence 
Is  delightful,  comprehending  (he  whde  city, 

its 
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itt  aimoft  boUndiefs  plains,  the  Tea,  thfe 
mountains  of  Dauphin^,  and  this  SiU  tatstt 
diftant  hdghtt  of  I^ovence* 


LETTER      XVI. 

THE  glory  of  Nimeis  is  the  Malfon  Quai> 
tee,  a  barbarous  appellation  for  one  of 
the  moft  perfefl:  i!amples  of  an  ancient  temple^ 
that  the  fury  of  barbarous  conquerors^  or  ftiU 
more  favage  zealots,  has  fpafed.  It  is  a  temple 
of  the  Corinthian  order,  with  fix  columns  ia 
each  front,  and  nine  on  the  flanks,  the  whole 
raifed  upon  a  bafement  ftory,  five  feet  fix 
inches  from  the  ground.  The  columns  on  thit 
fides,  and  thofe  in  the  fouth  front,  adhere  to 
the  wall;  thofe  in  the  north  front  form  a  pro^ 
naos  or  portico,  extending  under  the  i:oof  as 
far  back  as  the  fourth  column ;  here  is  the 
entrance  of  the  temple^  ornamented  with  pi- 
c  c  2  laflers ; 
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laftera;  the  door  was  formerly  the  only  6pen-» 
ing  through  which  light  was  admitted^  but 
windows  have  fince  been  broken  in  the  fide 
walls.  *  The  exa£l:  meafiires  are  given  below 
for  the  fatisfadtion  of  artifts :  for  thofe  per- 
fons  who  are  not  converfant  in  the  rules  of 
architedure,  it  will  fuflSce  to  fay  that  the 
elegance  of  proportion,  the  exquifite  tafte 

French  feet.     in. 
♦  Length  of  the  whole  bafemcnt  ftory  108 

Breadth  of  ditto                  — .  3^  3 

Length  of  the  temple  and  portico  81  6 

Breadth  of  ditto                   .—._*.  ^2  6 

Outfide  length  of  the  temple,  with  the  J)ortico      53  6 

Outfide  breadth  of  ditto               •  37  9 

Infide  length  of  ditto                   »-  48  10 

Infide  breadth  of  ditto               —  32  6 


Thicknefe  of  the  walls     2  .10 

Diameter  of   the  co- 
lumns         -^—         2  8 

Diameter  of  their  bafe   4  0 

Intercolumniation    of 

the  fides         5  o 

Height  of  columns— bafe  2  6 

(haft  23  o 

capital  3  2 

Height  of  pediment      14  9 


i   4    9 

14  10 


Breidth  of  the  door  10    2 

Intttrcolumnia- 
tions  of  the 
front 

Height  of  the  bafe- 

ment  and  fteps  5  6 

H  eightofarchitrave2  3 

Ditto  of  frize  i  9 

Ditto  of  cornice      2  3 

difplayed 
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difplayed  in  every  ornament,  the  lightnefs  of 
the  whole  buildmg;and  the  .harmoriy  with 
which  all  the  parts  areconnefted,  ftand  un- 
rivalled by  any  work  of  the  moft  refined 
art  north  of  the  Alps ;  but  I  do  not  think 
it  is  entitled  to  rank  before  every  edifice  that 
ftill  perpetuates  the  glory  of  ancient  ^ch|^ 
tc<Ss  in  Italy,  Oreepe,  and  Afia,  It  is  appa- 
rent from  the 'lioles  by  which  the  brazen 
letters  were  faftened  to  the  ftone,  that  there 
was  once  an  infcription  on  the  frize,  torn 
down  for  the  fake  of  the  metal.  The  words 
of  this  infcription  had  remained  a  myftery, 
never  fatisfadibrily  explained  by  ^ny  anti- 
quary, wh^n  Monfieur  Seguier,  of  this  city, 
thought  of  tracing  the  form  of  the  letters  by 
means  of  the  relation  which  the'  holes  bear 
to  each  other :  the  following  lines  were  the 
refult  of  this  ingenious  procefs, 

'  C^ .C.A.E.S.A.R.I.A.V.G.V.S.T.I.F.C.O.S.L.C.A.E.S.A^ 
R.I.A.V.G.V.S.T.K  F.C.O.S.D.E.S.I.G.N.A.T.O.      - 

P,R.r.N.C.I.P.V.S,I.V.V.E.N,t^V.T.|,S, 

c  q  3  From 
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.  From  this  difcoyery  he  drew  aninfertDce 
that  the  temple  was  ereded  in  die  xeiga  of 
Augyftus^  and  was  not  a  monument  raifed 
ty  Adrian  to  the  memory  of  Plotina,  as . 
moil  preceding  antiquaries  had  believed  it 
to  be.  Being  convinced  of  the  truth  of 
his  hypothefiSy  he  iiipported  it  by  the  foUow«* 
ing  arguments:  the  Pandieoa  built  by 
Agrippa  ihews  ite  thai;  every  thing  beautiful 
in  architedure  was  to  be  expe^ed  from  the 
genius  of  the  artifts  of  that  age,  and  the 
magnificence  of  the  great  men  that  employed 
thein :  the  Maifon  Quarree  is  a  moft  ad-» 
mirable  piece  of  ftrudiirei  and  therefore 
may  with  ftri£l  propriety  be  afligned  to  that 
aefa :  the,  najiies  both  of  Agrippa  and  of  his 
fens,  were  probably  held  in  high  veneration 
by  a  colony  tP  whofe  fctdement  ^nd  prof* 
perity  that  general  had  contributed  fo  eflen- 
tially  J  nor  could  the  Nemaufenfes  pay  their 
c6urt  more  efeaually  to  the  emperor,  than 
by  honouring  as  diviqities  tboiq  youths 
2  whom 
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whom  he  looked  upoQ.  as  the  pillars  of  his 
imperial  hpufe ;  but  from  the  total  change 
of  interefts  and  ^fiedions  in  the  fucceeding 
reigns,  it  would  have  been  the.  height  of 
imprudence  afterwards  to^  have  paid  thi» 
homage  to  Caius  and  Lucius  Ca^far ;  and 
for  that  reafon,  the  infcription  being  ex^ 
plsdncd  as  above,  the  temple  could  not  be 
dedicated  later  than  the  time  of  Auguftus,  - 
Thefc  arcplaufible  arguments,  but  irimy^ 
opinion,  there  are  others  to  be  deduced 
from  internal  evidence,  that  completely  over-* 
throw  them.  By  the  comparifon  which  I 
draw  between  this  building  and  the  un- 
doubted moixuments  of  the  Auguftan  age, 
I  am  fully  perfuaded  that  they  are  not  coeval, 
but  that  the  'fpace  of,  at  leaft,  a  century 
intervened  between  the  different  epochas 
of  their  eredion.  In  the  Maifon  Quarr^e 
I  perceive  a  profufion  and  minutenefs  of 
ornaments  not  fo  be  found  in  the  more 
fimple  architedure  of  the  Auguftan  times ; 
C  c  4  there 
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there  is  alfo  a  great  variatiQn  in  the  propor-* 
tions,  The  explanation  of  the  dedicatory 
infcription  given  by  Monfieur  Seguier, 
would  have  had  more  weight  with  Ine,  had 
I  not  feen  clearly  that  the  difppfitlon  of  the 
holes  was  not  always  uniform  upon  a  repe-* 
tition  of  the  fame  letter ;  ^n^  that  there 
were  alfo  f^yeral  fiipernumerary  ones,  of 
w:hich  he  made  no  ufe  in  ,  placing  his  let-^ 
ters ;  h?  accounted  for  this  redundancy  by 
fuppofmg  th^jn  to  be  what  painters  call 
pentinienti^  or  miftakes  which  the  work- 
men afterwards  rectify  by  cutting  others. 

The  infide  of  this  elejgant  ftrufl:ure  has 
been  repaired  in  a  bad  tafte,  in  order  to 
accommodate  it  to  the  purpofes  of  the 
Chriftian  ,  worfhip  ;  the  Auguftinian  friars 
are  the  prefent  poffefTprs  j  and  this  adop-» 
tion  has  preferved  fo  valuable  a  relief  x)f 
ftntiquity  from  the  ruin  which  has  over- 
Tjvlielmed  fo  many  magnificent  edifices. 

Monfieur 


TO      MAR8EILLB3,  409 

Monfieur  Seguier  embraces  almoft  every^ 
branch  of  thp  polite  arts  as  well  as  of 
natural  hiftory,  and  by  his  extenfive  ac- 
quirements in  ibience,  comes  near  the  idea 
of  uniyerfal  knowledge ;  with  thefc  merits 
he  unitejs  the  moft  unafFeded  polit^nefs  and 
pleafing  cpmmunicativends.  We  experi- 
enced this  amiable  difpofition  during  a  long 
ftay  in  his  Mufasum,  which  contains  many 
fine  aflTortments  in  natural  hiftory;  thp 
moft  complete  and  fingular,  is  a  colledion. 
of  plants  and  fifties  imprefted  upon  a  bUgk^ 
flaty,  foflile  fubftance* 


LETTER     XVil. 

WHILE  the  Roman  government  re^ 
tained  its  vigour,  Nimes  continued; 
to  flourifli  as  one  of  its  moft  favoured 
tranfalpine  fettlements ;  the  Antonines, 
yrhofe  family  is  fuppofed  to  have  belongeet 

to 
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to  this  colony,  patronized  it  in  a  diftin-. 
guifhed  manner;  but  when  Rome  fank 
beneath  the  weight  of  thofe  torrents  of 
barbarians  that  poured  upon  her  Irom  the 
fi»*eft8  of  the  Norths  Nimes  was  one  of 
the  firft  cities  that  felt  the  fatal  efieds  g( 
her  debility;  its  riches  allured  each  rapa- 
cious invader,  and  repeated  devaftations 
foon  laid  its  glories  in  the  duft.  Nimes 
had  fuffered  fo  much  when  the  Vifigoths 
obtained  poileffion  of  this  part  of  Gaul, 
that  they  gave  the  preference  to  Touloufe 
for  the  refidence  of  their  monarchs :  they 
converted  Nimes  into  a  frontier  garrifon, 
built  towers  upon  the  amphitheatre,  and, 
overturning  moft  other  monuments  of  ele- 
gant tafte,  Employed  their  fragments  as 
materials  of  defence,  without  paying  the 
leaft  attention  to  their  beauty.  The  am- 
phitheatre thus  metamorphofed  flood  feve- 
ral  fiegcs,  each  of  which  contributed  fome- 
thing  towards  disfiguring  it.     Under  the 

Car^ 
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Carlovingian    king^,    vifcounts    were    ap. 
pointed  td  keep  the  country  in  due  fubjec- 
tion,  but  they  foon  took  advantage  of  thq 
decline  of  that  royal  houfe,  to  aflume  inde^ 
pendence:  from  them  the  fovereignty  of 
Nimes  paffed  to  the  earls  of  Touloufe,  and 
followed  the,  fate  of  their  other  dominions* 
The  reform  of  Calvin  was  early  intro^ 
duced  into  this  city,  where  it  ftruck  deep  and 
vigorous  root ;  the  Hugonots  lived  here  in 
a  manner  independent  of  the  regal  author 
rlty,  till   Cardinal   de    Richelieu  fubdued 
them.     A  very  large   proportion   of  the 
Nimois,  and  of  their  immediate  nci^bours, 
ftiU  profefs  the  proteftant  religion  j  to  which 
they  and   their  forefsithers   have  adhered 
upwards  of  two  hundred  yeart  with  unre- 
mitting zeal,  in  ipite  of  all  the  efforts  of 
priefts  and  monarchs.     In  the  general  waxa 
of  religion,  they  bore  an  aftive  jMirt,  and 
alfo  frequently  rofe  vqp  againft  government, 
when  the  reft  of  France  was  in  profound 

peace. 

The 
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The  troubles  of  the  Cevennes  in  the  be- 
ginning of  this  century  filled  this  part  of 
Languedoc  with  bloodfhed  and  defolation. 
The  proteftants,  whofe  imaginations  were 
exalted  to  a  degree  of  frenzy  by  the  preach- 
ing of  their  prophets,  and  the  fenfe  of  their 
own  diftrefsful  fituation,  made  no  fcruple  of 
exercifing  the  moft  fliocking  barbarities  upon 
tKeir  enemies  and  perfecutors :  on  the  other 
hand,  the  king's  officers  and  Toldiers  retali- 
ated thefe  outrages,  not  only  upon  the  hu- 
gonots  taken  in  arms,  but  alfo  upon  the  whole 
body  of  peaceable  inhabitants  profeffing 
that  doarinc,  A  difpaffionate  reader  of 
fuch  narratives  is  apt  to  accufe  the  hiftoriaus 
of  each  party  of  monftrous  exaggeration, 
humanely  thitiking  that  favage  beafts  alone 
are  capable  of  perpetrating  fuch  deeds  of 
blood. 

-  But  the  crimes  of  that  war  lofe  their  black- 
nefs,  if  compared  with  the  cruelties  of  the 
hfichelade.  in  1567,  when  the  Calvjnifts  fud- 

denly 
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denly  took  up  arms  at  Nimes^  and  made  a 
general  maflacre  of  the  catholics.  This,  atro- 
cious fad  has  been  alleged  in  alleviation  of 
the  Saint  Barthelemi^  which  happened  five 
years  afterwards  ;  but  there  can  be  no  juft 
parallel  drawn  between  the  fudden  though 
outrageous  fanaticifm  that  feized  the  Nimois, 
and  led  them  to  cut  the  throats  and  deftroy 
the  property  of  their  fellow  citizens,  and 
the  cool,  premeditated  plan  of  Charles  the 
Ninth,  founded  upon  the  bafeft  treachery 
and  hypocrify,  under  the  fandion  of  oaths 
and  facraments* 

After  the  revolt  of  the  Cevennes  was 
quelled  in  1 705,  this  province  was  fuffered 
to  enjoy  fome  repofe,  but  proteftant  conven- 
ticles and  preachers  obtained  no  further  degree 
of  toleration :  marriages  contraded  between 
proteftants  continued  to  be  deemed  illegal 
and  invalid ;  their  meetings,  though  held  in 
the  moft  retired  parts  of  the  country,  were 
difturbed   by  attacks  from   the    civil  and 

military 
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military  po wer,  and  many  of  their  minifters 
yearly  hurried  to  the  gallies.  Of  late  years 
a  greater  latitude  of  indulgence  has  been 
given;  the  troops  affedl  to  miftake  the 
place  of  rendezvous,  or  previous  notice  is 
fent  to  the  aflfembly*  The  benevolent  fpirit 
of  Lewis  the  Sixteenth  will  probably  incline 
him  to  pafs  fome  law^  by  which  their  mar« 
riages  may  be  rendered  legal,  and  the  births- 
rights  of  citizens  be  extended  to  their  off- 
fpring. 

The  diocefe  of  Nimes  is  extremely  fertile 
in  com,  wine,  oil,  and  other  valuable  produc- 
tions. The  inhabitants  of  the  epifcopal  city, 
in  number  above  forty  thoufand,  apply  with 
great  induflxy  to  commerce,  efpecially  that  of 
iilk :  their  manufadlures  would  flouriih  ftill 
more,  could  tlBSy  be  freed  from  numberlefs 
duties  and  oppreffive  monopolies,  which  zX 
prefent  harafs  the  trader,  and  check  the 
fpirit  of  enterprize.  Catherine  of  Mcdicis  is 
laid  to  have  introduced  filk-worms  into 

France ; 
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France  i  but  the  firft  eftablifhment  of  a  filk 
manufadute  appears  to  date  no  higher  than 
the  reign  of  Henry  the  Foiutb,  or  his  foa 
Lewis  the  Thirteenth. 


LETTER     XVin. 

Nitncs. 

T  T  T  E  are  juft  returned  from  an  excurfion 
^  ^  to  Aries,  where  the  beauties  of  fitu- 
ation,  and  numerous  remains  of  antiquity, 
made  us  ample  amends  for  our  fatigues.  We 
travelled  part  of  the  way  in  a  rich  pldn, 
where  a  great  number  of  fowlers  were  fta- 
tioned,  turning  fmall  mirrors  in  order  to 
dazzle  the  larks,  and  draw  them  down  within 
reach  of  their  guns.  A  range  of  gravelly 
hills  then  intervened  between  this  flat  coun- 
try and  the  boundlefs  levels  that  line  the 
courfe  of  the  Rhone.  We  ferried  over  a 
branch  of  this  river  into  the  ifland  of  the 

Camargue, 
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Camargue,^  and  then  pafled  by  a  bridge  d 
boats  into  Aries,  which  rifes  nobly  from  the 
water  edge  up  a  gentle  acclivity*   Its  circum->- 
ference  is  not  great,  nor  the  prefent  popula- 
tion numerous;  the  appearance  it  now  makes 
is  widely  different  from  what  it  was,  when 
Ck>nftantine  the  Great,  and  after  him  his  fons 
honoured  it  with  their  prefence.      Then 
theatres,  palaces,  and  amphitheatres   were 
raifed  on  every  fide,  to  receive  and  entertain 
thefe  mighty  guefts,  and  Aries  became  the 
center  of  government,  the  rival  of  Mar- 
feilles  in  the  trade  of  Italy:   thither  the 
inhabitants  of  the  northern  diflridls  came  to 
purchafe  the  gaudy  fuperfluities  of  luxury, 
and  from  thence  carried  back  into  their  fo- 
refts,new  wants  and  the  vices  of  more  refined 
nations.     The  urbanity  which  a  fplendid 

*  The  Camarguc  is  an  ifland  eighteen  miles  in  length, 
formed  by  two  branches  of  the  Rhone.  It  is  extremely 
fertile,  and  feeds  an  incredible  number  of  horfes  and  cat- 
tle which  are  almoft  wild.  The  horfes  are  aftive  and 
hardy,  but  unruly  and  ugly. 

court 
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court  is  wont  to  diffufe  around  the  place  o( 
its  rcfidence,  polifhed  the  manners  of  the 
Arelatians  to  a  fuperior  degree  above  the 
citizens  of  other  towns ;  and  if  I  imj  credit 
the  report  of  travellers,  who  have  remained 
there  long  enough  to  form  acquaintances,  this 
foftnefs  of  manners,  and  eafe  of  behaviour, 
are  ftill  perceptible  in  the  focieties  of  its  no- 
bility ;  liolding  a  pleafing  medium  betwixt 
the  formality  of  the  long  robe,  that  leads  the 
fafhion  at  Aix,  and  the  familiarity,  which  at 
Marfeilles  is  acquired  by  habits  of  traffick. 

The  glory  of  Aries  faded  with  that  of 
Rome;  and  from  the  day  that  Honorius 
fubmitted  to  the  didates  of  the  barbariaii 
powers,  this  city  became  involved  in  con- 
tinual difquietudes  and  diftrefles  j  hefieged, 
plundered,  depopulated,  by  every  paffing 
fwarm  of  conquerors,  it  fell  to  ruin,  com** 
merce  fled  from  its  deferted  wharfs  to  feek 
profperity  in  other  ports  j  the  canals  t^at 
were  wont  to  beftow  fertility  upon  itfi  fun- 
voL.  II.  Dd  burnt 
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burnt  plains,  and  to  convey  their  rich  pro- 
ductions to  a  ready  falc^  were  left  without 
repairs  or  fupport,  and  foon  choaked  up 
with  fand,  forining  heads  to  numberlefs  toi^ 
pid  pools,  the  nefts  of  infe<Stion  end  difeafe.*  , 
Aries  thus  abandoned  to  mifery,  lan- 
guiflied  many  centuries,  but  even  at  its  mofl 
difaftrous  period,  while  its  ruined  edifices 
were  yet  reeking  with  the  fire  which  tbe 
Saracens  had  kindled,  Bofon,  the  brother-in- 
law  of  Charles  the  Bald,  chofe  it  for  the 
capital  of  a  kingdom  which  he  had  ereiSed 
out  pf  many  ufurped  provinces.  After  paf- 
fing  through  two  families,  this  title  devolved 
upon  the  imperial  houfe  of  Swabia,  a  great 
but  unfortunate  race  of  princes,  that  failed  in 
the  year  1 268.  Loiig  beforp  this  epocha their 

J*  Sitt<5^  the Ef^achfftonaf  As  have ^loftflcdPrOTencCy 
tbde  evils  dbrasiteii  in  ior06  ia^Wifype  r^mdiied;  ^hvtt- 
there  are  yfta^my  parisr  of  ihi?*tnriro©$  of  Aries,  thit 
are  dxceedUigly  fe^erijOi  and  unwfaKkl^fome  in  fummer* 

-'* '-  '■        power 
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power  itt  Proveace  had  beeo  reduced  to  an 
empty  n^me  J  for  on  one  Jiand  the  earls  of* 
Provence  bad  ufurped  whatever  territory  Isty 
convenient  for  them ;  and  ojn  the  other,  ft- 
vera!  of  the  moft  powerful  cities  bad,  in  ifxii-^ 
tation  of  thofe  of  J^ombardy,  caft  jpff  tb^ 
yoke,  and  formed  themfelves  into  reppblics* 
The  people  of  Aries  afferted  their  indepen^ 
dence  about  the  year  1 22dj  and  chofe  a^i^ual 
podeft^s  to  govern  themi— r*.At  the  end  <£ 
thirty  years  this  infant  and  ill-eftabUiJi^ 
commonwealth  was  obliged  to  fubmjit  to  thg 
authority  of  Charles,  the  firft  earl  of  Pro+ 
vence,  of  the  houfe  of  Anjou,  too  fprHu4*W$ 
an  antagonift  to  be  refifted  with  any  reafoa-* 
able  hopes  of  fuccefs.  The  kings  of  Franqflj 
fucceeded  in  later  times  to  the  rights  of 
the  earls  of  Provence  5  and  the  emperQif 
Charles  the  Fourth  made  over  to  his  nephew 
Charles  tlie  Fifth,  king  of  France,  all  thy 
^  claims  he  might  have  upoo  Arks  ^pd  its 
territory* 

Dda  The 
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The  ftreets  of  this  city  are  narrow,  but 
the  houfes  in  general  are  well  built;  it 
abounds  in  rich  clergy  and  poor  nobility: 
trade  feems  at  a  low  ebb. 

In  the  fame  fquare  with  the  cathedral  and 
the archiepifcopal palace, (lands  the  town-hall, 
a  fhewy  infulated  building ;  its  ftaircafe  is 
ornamented  with  pieces  of  antique  fculpturc 
and  the  caft  of  a  female  figure,  which  was 
dug  up  here  in  the  laft  century,  and  fumifh- 
ed  matter  for  many  diflertations,  tending  to 
afcertain  the  divinity  it  was  meant  to  repre- 
fentj  the  ftatue  was  fent  to  Verfailles, 
where  Girardon  the  fculptor  made  a  Venus 
of  it.  A  votive  altar  infcribed  to  the  Bona  Dea 
by  her  prieftefs,  is  remarkable  for  an  oaken 
crown,  that  furrounds  the  infcription,  and 
two  human  cars  with  ear-rings.  The  apart- 
ments are  noble  j  in  one  is  a  fine  portrait  of 
Cardinal  de  Richelieu. 

Many  infcriptions  are  alfo  preferved  at 
the  archbifhop's,  and  before  his  gate  ftand  a 

mutilated 
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mutilated  column^  and  an  Egyptian  obelifk 
of  grey  granite,  without  hieroglyphics ;  it 
is  forty-feven  French  feet  high,  on  a  bafc 
raifed  feven  feet  from  the  ground,  and  is  fup- 
pofed  to  have  been  brought  from  Egypt 
about  the  year  354,  when  Conftantius  cele^r 
bratcd  the  Circenfian  games  at  Aries  with 
great  magnificence.  It  lay  buried  in  rubbifli 
many  ages,  till  a  reviving  tafte  for  the  arts 
brought  it  out  of  its  obfcurity  in  the  fix* 
teenth  century,  but  it  was  not  raifed  till  the 
year  1 676,  when  it  was  placed  upon  a  pedeftal 
with  great  ceremony,  and  loaded  with  a  mod 
flattering  irifcription  in  honour  of  the  king. 
In  the  herb-market  two  pillars,  the  re- 
mains of  a  portico,  yet  fupport  the  angle 
ftones  of  a  Corinthian  frize  much  broken ; 
by  the  help  of  holes  cut  upon  it,  Monfieuf 
Seguier  has  difcovered  that  the  building 
was  ereded  in  the  time  of  the  firft  Chriftian 
emperor.  The  only  remnants  of  the  theatre 
D  d  3  are 
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arc  (Wo  compofite  columns  belonging  to  the 
fide  of  the  ftage. 

The  amphitheatre  ii  of  a  fmaller  dimen-r 
iion  than  that  of  Nimes^  but,  like  it,  is 
disfigured  by  the  miferable  dwellings  &f  the 
poor  \  it  never  was  finiftied,  the  work  having 
probably  been  interrupted  by  the  prohibition 
iflued  againft  gladiatorial  fheWs  foon  after 
Cbriftianity  aicended  the  throne  of  the 
Csgfars.  Through  a  ftrong  attachment  to 
thofe  fahguinary  entertainments  tranfmitted 
from  father  to  foi^  fince  Provence  belonged  to 
the  Romans,  or  at  leafl,  iince  it  was  fubje€k 
to  the  kings  of  Aragon,  the  people  of  Arlea 
retained  the  tafte  for  buU-feafts  down  to  the 
prefent  age  j  wild  bulls  were  frequently 
driven  from  the  Camargue,  and  combats  ex- 
hibited in  the  ancient  a^phithei^tre  before 
a  vaft  concourfe  of  fpe£tators,  who  were 
jagitated  by"  the  fame  fierce  emotions,  ?ind  e^i:- 
preflpd  thcni  with  the  fame  frantic  acclama-, 
lions,  tb^t  refounded  in  the  fhews  of  ancient 

Rome, 
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Rome,  and  are  ftill  to  be  heard  in  the  buU- 
feafts  of  Spain.  The  frequent  lofs  of  human 
lives  induced  government  to  aboliflx  thefe 
lavage  fports  at  Aries. 

This  amphitheatre  confifts  of  two  orders 
or  ftories  of  arcades^  divided  below  by  Tuf* 
can  pilafters,  above  by  columns,  bf  which 
the  order  cannot  be  difcovered,  as  their  up- 
per part  is  wanting :  all  the  fhafts  are  lefs 
impcrfefl:  at  the  fame  height,  and  the  fixty 
arches  of  this  ftory  remain  without  any  ftone 
work  above  them,  which  proves  beyond  a 
doubt  that  the  building  was  never  finifhed. 
There  is  no  trace  of  feats,  podium,  or  other 
interior  works  neceflary  for  an  edifice  of 
this  kind ;  it  is  placed  on  an  eminence,  and 
the  architea  has  excavated  the  hill  in  fuch 
a  manner  as  to  form  a  fubterraneous  or 
bafement  floor,  by  means  of  vaft  galleries, 
hails,  and  receffes,  which  a^  «ther  cut  in  the 
rock,  or  built  widh  fquare  ftone.  The  en- 
trance into  this  dark  labyrinth  is  in  the  lide 
2  Dd4  of 
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of  the  hill :  it  is  not  eafj  to  ^ye  a  rational 
guefs  at  the  nfe  of  thefe  vaults,  which  have 
no  communication  with  the  upper  ftories ; 
they  probably  were  intended  for  magazines 
and  cellars* 

Without  the  walls  of  the  city  is  a  rocky 
hill  called  the  Elifcamps,  almoft  wholly  co^ 
vered  with  ftone  coffins,  in  fome  of  which 
were  depoflted  the  aihes  of  pagans,  in  others 
the  bodies  of  Chriftians:  the  adjoining  church 
belon^ng  to  the  Minimes,  is  full  of  ancient 
farcophagi,  funeral  infcriptions,  and  figures ; 
OOP  fmall  njaufolpum  remains  on  the  hill, 
with  fome  of  its  colopibaria  or  niches,  where- 
in the  urns  were  placed,  yet  entire.  In  the 
midft  of  thp  cemetery,  an  obdifk  marks  the 
grave  of  four  confuls  of  Aries,  vidHms  to 
the  plague  of  1720,  which  from  Marfeilles 
fpread  its  deftnid:ive  contagion,  though  not 
with  equal  fatality,  along  the  coaft  of  the 
Mediterranean,  and  into  the  inland  diflri^ 
of  Provence. 
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We  were  delighted  with  the  drefs  of  the 
women  we  met  returning  from  market ;  it 
reminded  us  of  the  airy  garments  upon  the 
d«oicing  nymphs  of  Herculaneum.  Thefe 
peafant  girls  wear  light,  open  m^tles  loofely 
flowing  to  their  knees,  over  a  fliort  petticotf  , 
that  difcov^rs  their  taper  legs  and  filk  ftock« 
ings;  bracelets  of  gold  beads  adom  their 
wrifts  J  a  filk  handkerchief  confines  part  of 
their  jet  black  locks,  without  hiding  their 
]ceen  eyes  and  animated  countenances :  this 
cafy  habit  fuits  admirably  with  the  elegance 
of  their  form  and  the  fupplenefs  of  their 
}imb$. 


JL  E  T  T  E  R      XIX. 

Avignon,  Nov.  lo. 

REMOULINS  is  the  firft  port  from 
Nimes,  and  near  it  the  river  Gardon 
has  worn  itfelf  a  deep  bed  in  the  heart  of  a 
fyild,   movintainous  country;  the  fides  of 

the 
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the  dell  tlirough  which  it  flows  are  joined 
together  by  a  bridge  of  three  rows,  of  arches, 

one  above  another,  built  by  the  Romans  to 
fupport  an  aquedudl  that  conveyed  the  waters 
of  two  Ijprings  from  Ufez  to  Nimes.  Many 
fragments  of  this  aquedud,  which  was  above 
feventeen  miles  long,  are  ftill  ftanding  in 
various  parts  of  the  hills.  The  above- 
mentioned  bridge,  known  by  the  name  of 
the  Pofa  du  Gardy  is  entire.  The  loweft  ftagc 
or  order  refts  upon  the  rock,  and  contains 
fix  arches,  to  which  a  collateral  bridge  was 
added  in  the  year  1747,  wide  enough  for 
carriages.  The  fecond  row  is  compofed  of 
eleven  arches,  fix  of  which  are  perpendicular 
to  thofe  of  the  firft ;  a  confiderable  part  of 
the  piers  of  this  middle  order  had  been 
fcooped  out  to  afford  a  paffage  for  horfe- 
men^but  when  the  bridge  below  was  doubled, 
this  way  was  built  up.  The  uppermoft  range 
confifts  of  thiity-five  arches,  and  above  it  is 

the 
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the   channel  for  the  Water  covered  with 
large  flags.* 

The  only  infcription  yet  difcovered  con- 
fifts  of  the  four  letters  A.  M.  A.  which  have 
occafioned  a  great  variety  of  opiillons  and 
explanations  among  the  learned,  f    Some 

attribute 

♦  Meafures.    Loweft  row. 
Diameter  of   the  arches     58  French  feet ;  the  middle 
pillars     18     one,  under  which  the 
Height    ,         ■    -  ' "  83     riverpaffesjisyowidc* 

Height  of  parapet  8 

Middle  Row 

piamcter  of  the  arches         56 

ofthepill^s     15 

Height  67 

Height  of  the  parapet     *      6| 

tfppermoft  Row 
Piameter  of  the  arches       17 
pillars        5f 
Height  .32 

Height  of  the  channcl/or 
water  3i 

f  Not  one  of  the  applications  that  I  have  feen  agrees 
with  thefe  initials  ;  thofe  who  read  the  name  of  JEli\x$ 
Adri^nus  in  them  did  not  know  that  Adrian  is  always 

written 
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attribute  the  work  to  Agrippa;  others  t# 
Adrian,  and  others  to  the  Antonines:  it  cer- 
tainly does  not  belong  to  a  later  period,  for 
its  folidity,  juftnefs  of  proportion,  and  fim- 
plicity  of  ftyle,  are  too  ftriking  to  leave  a 
iufpicion  in  our  minds  that  it  could  be  de- 
figned  or  built  by  the  artifts  of  fubfequent 
ages.  *    While  I  contemplated  this  ftupen- 
dous  pile,  ftretching  fublimely  from  rock  to 
rock  acrofs  the  valley,  and  the  broad  ftream  of 
the  Gardon  rolling  with  eafe  through  its  wide 
arches,  I  felt  my  mind  ftrongly  impreffed 
with  veneration  for  thofe  extraordinary  men, 
who  had  the  fpirit  to  plan,  and  the  force  to 
rear  fuch  coloffal  monuments  of  their  art. 
No   difficulties   could   difmay   them,  none 
could  occur  that  were  not  removed  by  their 
perfevering  efforts;  the  life  of  a  Roman 
foldier  was  fpent  in  continual  toils  j  his  vic- 

writt?n  on  his  medals  with  an  H.       Perhaps  it  may  be 
decyphercd  thus,  Aqucdu.^um  /Edlficabat  Agrippa. 

torious 
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torious  hands,  that  had  bowed  the  ftubboru 
barbarian  to  the  yoke,  were  afterwalrds 
employed  iii  fecuring  the  tranquillity  and 
obedience  of  the  conquered  province,  by 
rjufing  ftupendous  mounds  and  fortifications, 
or  in  procuring  with  incredible  pains  the 
conveniencies  and  luxuries  of  life  for  tjie 
fettlements  eftablifhed  within  them  ;  fcarce 
is  there  a  corner  of  the  world,  which  was 
known  to  the  ancients,  where  the  traveller 
does  not  to  this  day,  meet  with  ftately  me- 
morials of  their  indefatigable  and  elevated 
genius. 

Soon  after  quitting  the  vale  of  the  Gar- 
don  we  reached  the  top  of  the  hills,  from 
which  we  overlooked  the  whole  Comtat 
Venaiffin,  and  the  city  of  Avignon,  The 
Rhone  itfelf  is  fo  broad  and  majeftic  a  ftream, 
that  it  fuffices  alone  to  give  dignity  to  a  land- 
fcape ;  the  awfulnefs  of  an  immenfe  plain 
terminated  by  the  blue  mountains  of  Dau- 
phine,  excites  fublime  ideas,  and  rivets  the 

attention 
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attendoa  upon  the  general  effed  of  fo  vaft  4 
fcene,  without  fufferiog  it  to  wander,  aad 
wafte  itfelf  on  minuter  lights  flowing  from 
the  various  objedls  that  compofe  it. 

A  grand  monaftery  of  Benzidine  monks 
at  Villeneuve  commands  a  nearer  view  of 
the  river  and  city.  At  every  ftep  we  ad- 
vanced as  we  defcended  the  hill,  new  beau- 
ties of  profpeft  difplayed  themfelves,  till  at 
laft  we  reached  the  banks  of  the  Rhone^ 
where  a  venefeble  old  tower  nods  over  the 
mod  rapid  of  currents. 

Here  once  was  fixed  the  extremity  of  the 
bridge  of  Avignon,  begun  in  the  year  11 77 
at  the  folicitation  of  Benezet,  a  young  fliep- 
herd,  who  pretended  a  miflion  from  heaven 
for  coUedling  alms  towards  building  a  bridge 
acrofs  the  Rhone.  The  legend  lays  that  he 
enforced  his  preaching  by  miracles,  and 
raifed  fuch  a  fum  as  proved  fufficient  not 
only  to  complete  that  undertaking,  but  alfo 
to  endow  a  hofpital,  and  create  a  fund  for 

the 
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the  future  repairs  of  the  bridge.  Whatever 
we  may  think  of  the  miracles  of  this  youcig 
archited,  the  chronicles  of  Avignoa  attefl; 
die  reality  of  his  exiftence:  perhaps  the 
artful  magiftrates,  feeing  the  neceffity  of  ^ 
bridge,  and  confcious  of  their  own  iaabilitjr 
to  ered  one,  brought  forward  this  pious  ar- 
tifice to  captivate  the  benevolence,  and  excite 
the  generofity  of  a  devout  and  unenlightened 
age*  This  bridge  was  the  boaft  of  the  coun^ 
try,  but  the  Rhone  has  long  torn  down  and 
bUried  in  its  whirlpools  the  greater  part  of 
it ;  at  prefent  a  perilous  ferry  affords  the 
only  accefs  from  the  weftem  ftiore. 


L  E  T  T  E  R    XX. 

Avignon. 

AV I G  N  O  N  is  about  three  miles  and 
two  furlongs  in  circumference,  fur- 
rounded  by  handfome  battlemented  walls  and 
tuirets,  not  unlike  thofe  of  Rome;  its  ditches' 

^  are 
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are  fhaded  by  pleafant  avenues  of  elms.  Thd 
number  of  inhabitants  is  'not  proportioned 
to  the  extent,  for  it  amounts  only  to  thirty 
thoufand  fouls,  of  which  above  a  thoufand 
are  ecclefiaftics,  and  fome  hundreds  Jews, 
From  the  oppofite  hills  this  city  feems  a 
foreft  of  fteeples,  the  bells  of  which  are  never 
at  reft ;  by  day  and  night  fcarce  a  minute 
can  be  counted  undifturbed  by  fome  bell  or 
other,  either  roufing  the  monks  and  nuns  to 
their  duty  in  the  choir,  or  giving  the  more 
welcome  fummons  to  their  repafts  ;  this  in- 
ceflant  tinkling  made  Rabelais  call  it  the  IfU 
JonnaniCy  an  appellation  I  felt  all  the  force  of 
during  every  night  of  our  ftay.  One  of 
thefe  bells  is  of  filver,  and  rung  upon  no 
occafion  but  the  death  of  the  Pope.  Clergy- 
men and  friars  fwarm  in  the  ftreets,  as  may 
well  be  expedied  in  this  little  Rome,  but  they 
have  not  brought  with  them  the  Roman  tafte 
in  building  and  decorating  either  their  own 
abodes,  or  the  temples  of  the  divinity.    The 

ftreets 
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ftreets  are  narrow  and  dirty,  as  muft  needs 
be  the  cafe,  where  all  manner  of  filth  is 
emptied  out  of  the  windows:  the  difmal 
lanes,  in  which  the  Jews  are  ftyed,  are  ab* 
folute  finks  of  naftinefs  and  infedion :  no- 
thing lefs  than  the  fierce  and  fteady  winds 
that  predominate  here  for  many  weeks  at  a 
time,  could  purify  fo  fetid  an  atmofphere^ 
and  preferve  the  town  from  plagues,  and 
epidemical  difeafes. 

The  public  edifices  are  large,  folid,  and  as 
grand  as  the  tafte  of  the  age  could  make 
them,  for  moft  of  them  were  built  in  the 
fourteenth  century,  while  the  Popes  refided 
here  j  they  occupy  the  moft  elevated  point 
within  the  walls ;  the  cathedral  is  fmall  and 
dull,  offering  nothing  to  the  curiofity  of  the 
traveller,  fave  a'filver  altar,  many  coftly  veft- 
ments,and  the  tombs  of  Pope  John  theTwen- 
ty-fecond,  and  Benedift  the  Twelfth  *.   The 

*.  John  the  Twcnty-fecond  began  his  reign  in  13 16, 
.  died  in  1334.     Benedidl  the  Twelfth  was  elefted  1334, 
died  1342. 

VOL  II.  E  e  church 
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church  of  the  Cordeliers  is  noted  for  the 
boldnefs  and  loftinefs  of  its  roof,  but  much 
more  for  the  tomb  of  Petrarch's  Laura,  who 
during  her  life,  and  aftfcr  her  deceafe,  received 
the  tribute  of  his  mufe  in  more  copious  num- 
'  bers  than  were  ever  infpired  by  any  ancient 
or  modern  fair  One  :    he  fang  her  charms, 
and  his  love,  iit  four  hundred  fongs  or  fon- 
nets.     Petrarcih  is  clafled  by  the  Italians  in 
the  firft  rank  of  poets,  father  on  account  of 
the  purity  bf  his  language,  and  the  terfe  pro- 
*  priety  bf  his^ekpfeffion,  than  either  the  ori- 
ginality ^nd  fire' of  his  imagination,  or  the 
variety  of  his  ideas :  fo  greatly  do  his  merits^ 
depend  upon  the  manner  in  which  he  has 
clothed  his  thoughts,  that  it  requiiies'  great 
habit  t)f  the  Italian  tongue  to  feel  their  va-- 
'  lue,  and  therefore  few  foreigners  can  tafte 
his' beauties  in 'the  original,  or  admire  him 
when  tranflated.     Laura  and  lief  hulbahd, 
Hugh  de  Sade,  reft  in  an  obicure  corner  of 
tbe  churfch,  under  a  monument  diftihguifhed 

^      only 
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only,  by  an  oWiterated  fcjoU,  and  a  mullet, 
which  jvas  the  arms  of  the  family.  Francis 
the  Firft,  himfelf  a  poet  and  a  pa£Gonate  ad- 
mirer of  the  fair  fex,  caufed  the  tomb  to  b/j 
opened  in  his  prefence,  and  having 'read  the 
verfes  Petrarch  had  deppfited  with  the  rp- 
^nains  of  his  adored  miftrefs,  clofed  down 
the  lid,  |iid  infcribed  it  with  fpn^e  lines  of 
his  own  comppfition.  Another  gallant  and 
rhyming  monarch,  Rene  of  Anjou,  has  left 
many  produdions  of  his  at  Avignon,  both 
in  poetry  and  painting,  but  they  are  more 
curious  on  account  of  their  Angularity,  than 
of  jfheir  excellence. 

The  Romans  made  this  one  of  their  fta- 
tions ;  from  the  deftrudlion  of  their  empire 
to  the  fourteenth  century,  Avignon  experi- 
enced numberlefs  Viciffitudes  of  fortune,  and 
changes  of  matters,  in  common  with  the  reft 
of  the  country.  In  the  year  1348  Joan 
queen  of  Naples,  and  countefs  of  Provence, 
being  driven  out  of  Italy,  and  unable  to  re- 
£  e  2  cover 
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cover  her  Neapolitan  crown  through  want  of 
money,  fold,  or  mortgaged  this  city  to  the 
Pope  for  eighty  thoufand  florins  of  gold,  not 
thirty  thoufand   pounds  fterling.     The  fo- 
vereign  pontiffs  fixed  their  feat  here  during  ^ 
period  of  feventy-two  years,  and  from  hence 
ruled  Europe  with  defpotic  fway,  though  at 
the  fame  time  they  were  mocked,  and  rejeft- 
ed  by  the  fadlious  people  of  Rome,  and  durfl 
not  truft  their  perfons  within  the  walls  of 
their  own  capital.     Gregory  t^e  Eleventh, 
in  1377,  yielded  to  the  perfuafions  of  S, 
Catherina  of  Sienna,  and  the  folicitations  of 
the  penitent  Romans,  and  furmounting  both 
his  fear  and  refentment,   eftablilhed  once 
more  the  pontifical  refidence  at  the  Vatican. 
Since  that  time  this  territory  has  been  go- 
verned by  Legats,  or  Vicelegats.  The  Comtat 
Venaiffin   had  belonged  to  the  Pope  fince 
1 273,  being  a  gift  of  Philip  the  Hardy,  king 
of  France. 
The  vices  of  an  ecclcfiaflical  government 

always 
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always  fluduating   and  ephemeral,  operate 
even  at  this  diftance  to  the  difcouragement 

of  induftry,  trade,  and  population :  the  in- 
habitants fcattered  over  the  face  of  one  of 
the  richeft  plains  in  the  univerfe,  are  not 
fufficiently  numerous  to  cultivate  it  tho- 
roughly ;  trade  is  hot  carried  on  with  that 
emulation  and  aifiivity,  which  ought  to  be 
infpired  by  the  proximity  of  fo  noble  a  river, 
and  fo  happy  a  fitUation,  m  the  center  of  a 
fertile  country,  and  upon  the  great  roads  of 
communication  between  the  Mediterranean 
and  the  capital  of  France,  Smuggling  in- 
deed is  purfued  in  a  very  fpirited  manner 
with  the  adjacent  provinces,  but  whether  to' 
the  real  advantage  of  the  Comtat  or  hot,  is 
hard  to  determine :  it  either  encourages  idle- 
nefs,  or  diverts  the  attention  of  the  adive 
part  of  the  community  from  labours  that 
would  redound  more  to  their  own  happinefs, 
and  the  welfare  of  the  ftate.  .  But  can  it  be 
E  e  3  expeded 
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expcfted  that  an  Italian  prelate  and  his  crew 
of  fubaltem  priefts,  ftiould  feel  thertifelves 
fuflRciently  iriterefted  in  the  pf ofpenty  of  i 
country,  where  their  pbwer  is  fhorf  lived, 
and  which  they  always  confider  as  foreign 
to  them,  to  meditate,  much  lefs  to  executfc 
projects  for  its  amelioration  ? 

Thefe  and  other  reafons  have  led  many 
fpeculators  in  politics  to  think,  that  the  people 
of  the  Comtat  would  be  great  gainers,  were 
the  king  of  France  to  fet  afide  the  deed  of  fale 
by  queen  Joan,  and  incorporate  it  unaliena- 
bly  with  the  reft  of  his  kingdom,  t  am 
clearly  of  anothet  opinion  ;  JPor  what  tfrbtlld 
the  people  gain?  More  neighbours  to  fill 
their  plains  and  increafe  their  culture — gi-eat- 
et  crowds  on  their  roads,  afad  ciajiiour  oii 
their  wharfs — morfe  buftle  in  their  ftreets, 
and  more  activity  in  their  hufbandry — {6me 
of  their  families  would  be  illuftrated  by  dig- 
nities and  titles,  and  fome  enormous  for- 
tunes raifed  by  trade,  cfl:  the  handling  of  the 

public 
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public  revenue : — But  \v:ith  all  thefe  benefits, 
allowing  tkem  their  higjieft:  value,  Qiuft  tjbey 
not  receive  a  fwarni  of  devouring  locufts, 
an  army  of  tax-gatherers  and  nionopolifers  ? 
Muft  not  th.eir  taxes  be  prodigioufly  aug- 
mented, their  fait,  their  tobacco,  raifed  to 
fuch  a  pric^  as  to  exclude  the  poorer  clafs  of 
citi^^ens  from  a  daily  enjoyment  of  them? 
Mufl  they  not  fubmit  to  the  perenjptoiy 
fway  of  intendants,  fubdelegates,  ijiilitaiy 
governors,  and  a  kuig  V^ain  of  oppreffive 
minii^crs,  inftead  of  the  drowfy,  but  mild 
adminiftration  of  their  prefent  mailers,  who 
want  the  power,  if  not  the  will,  of  raifing 
more  than  the  ftipulated  contributions  ?  The 
inhabitants  are  too  few  for  the  extent  of 
country,  arq  indolent,  and  do  not  make  the 
moft  of  the  riches  nature  prefents  on  every 
fide :  I  grant  it,  but  they  are  already  -en- 
titled to  all  the  priyjileges  of  Frenchmen,  if 
they  chpofe  to  claim  them,  and  af  the  fame 

tinje  tjiey  enjfiy  almoft  the  ijidj^p^ndence  of 
E  e  4  repub- 
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republicans.  The  firft  neceflaries^  and  many 
of  the  fuperfluities  of  life,  are  cheap  here ; 
impofitions  are  few  and  light ;  the  hufband- 
man  is  not  dragged  from  his  plough  to  gar- 
rifon  unwholefome  fortrefles,  or  pine  in  the 
cold  and  wet,  to  guard  a  coaft  againft  inva- 
ders :  no  diftrifts  are  here  referved  for  the 
diverfion  of  their  fovereign,  nor  are  their 
harvefts  devoured  before  their  eyes  by  my- 
riads of  ufelefs  animals,  which  it  is  a  capital 
offence  to  deftroy,  or  even  to  moleft.  Then 
where  fhall  I  find  a  fet  of  men  that  poffefs 
fuch  means  of  happinefs  as  the  cultivators 
of  this  delicious  plain  ? 


LETTER      XXL 

Avignon. 

HOW  many  times  and  how  ardently 
have  I  not  longed  for  a  fight  of  Vau- 
clufe ;  how  many  times  have  I  not  lament- 
ed that  I  had  paffcd  repeatedly  through 

France, 
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France,  without  extending  my  journey  as 
far  as  the  banks  of  the  Sourgue,  and  the  hea- 
venly fields  celebrated  by  Petrarch  ? 

I  have  feen  Vauclufe,  and  am  difappointed. 
A  huge  cavern  yawning  at  the  foot  of  a 
perpendicular  wall  of  bare  rocks,  and  a  large 
body  of  water  iffuing  through  the  chinks 
of  theftone,  from  an  unfathomable  pool  that 
fills  the  cave,  are  undoubtedly  bold,  horrid 
features  of  nature;  but  I  have  feen  the  like  in 
many  mountainous  countries  in  much  great- 
er perfeftion :  here  is  not  a  fingle  tree,  not 
a  bufh  to  enliven  the  dull  uniformity  of  the 
cliff,  nor  any  lofty  barrier  of  rock,  over  which 
the,  flream  may  rufh  in  grand  cafcades ;  the 
landfcape  is  dreary  and  frightful,  without  ro^ 
mantic  beauty*  From  the  ruins  called  Pe- 
trarch's Villa,  the  view  extends  over  a  fine 
country,  but  that  immediately  under  the  eye 
is  not  agreeable,  though  watered  by  the 
Sourgue  meandering  through  the  meadows. 
Vauclufe  itfelf  has  not  indeed  anfwered  my 

too 
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too  faiiguine  eKpeds^tions ;  but  it  is  np^fo 
with  tjie  delightful  vale  I  traveacfi^lfefc^e  I 
reached  thiB  head  of  the  Spur gue*  A  ih^y 
avenue  of  ^bns,  poplai:8,  and:  mulheny  trees, 
kd  me  infenfibly  from  the  g^tes  of  Avignon 
mto  the  heart  of  a  moft  fertile  garden,  for 
I  can  give  no  other  name  to  a  vaft  trad  of 
levet  ^ouxid,  wh^e  innumerable  canals,  of 
the  moft  Umpid  water  impart  a  due  degree 
of  moifture  to  thoufands  of  incloihres,  cor 
vered  with  the  greatcft  variety  of  produc- 
tions ;  artificial  and  natural  ^  gr^fles,  pulfe, 
fruits,  and  corn  are  fo  intermingled,  as  to 
eompofe  a  lively  many-coloured  parterre: 
a  chain  of  hills  covered  with  vines,  and 
crowned  with  tufts  of  trees,  ferve  as  the  bor- 
der to  this  rich  exp^nfe. 
I  have  alfp  vifited  Orange,  once  the  car 
'  pital  of  a  fovereign  principality  poffeffed  by 
the  families  of  Baux,  Chalons,  and  laft  of 
Naflku :  at  prefent  it  is  reunited  to  the  royal 
domain*  While  France  direfted  ^  its  ef- 
4  forts 
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fetts  fCWaf d*^^  the  deftrvuaion'  of  the  Spanifh 
^Tjwer,  the  StadthoMers  o£  HoHaad'  were 
mafiiitairtedifi  fheir  pcMffien  of  this  Kttic 
ftat^ ;  bulC^e  fooQ  a9  Wiilkm  the  Third  de^ 
tlpoted  himfelf  the  oppo{tf  and  tnemy  of 
Lewis  the  Fourteenthj  that  monarch  confif- 
cktad  the  |)rihcJpality  of  Orange ;  each  fub- 
feqti^nt  pdac^  ftipulated  its  reftitiition^  but  at 
laft,  on  the  death  of  the  king  of  England  in 
1 702,  Ofangef  wa«  declared  to  have  efcheated 
to  the  crowti  of  France.  This  forced  fub- 
mlflioh^  and  the  demolition  of  theproteftant 
churches,  dltifed  a  rapid  emigration,  and 
foon  reduced  the  city  to  a  ftate  of  poverty 
and  fditiide.  Orange  was  a  poft  of  confe- 
quence  under  the  Romans,  who  called  it 
GoloAiaSecundatiorum,  and  ereded  many 
fumptuoias  edifices  for  the  ufe  and  enter- 
taimment  of  its  inhalntants:  part  of  them  are 
ftill  to  tte  feeo*  The  ptindpal  monuments 
are,  ift.  A  triumphal  arch  of  the  Corinthian 
lorder,  now  mmadnf^  tmiK,  the  pillars  than 

have 
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have  been  built  to  fupport  it  being  too  weak 
for  the  purpofe :  it  is  decorated  with  tro- 
phies of  various  kinds,  compofed  of  mails, 
fails,  and  prows  of  galUes,  fhields,  coats  o£ 
mail,  helmets,  and  weapons :  on  the  (hields 
are  infcriptions  not  fatisfadorily  decyphered 
by  the  learned.  On  one  is  mario,  on  ano- 
ther SACROVIR,  a  third  has  avod,  and  a 
fourth  DACVDO,  moft  likely  the  names  of 
foldiers  or  architeds.  The  antiquarians  of 
the  country  infill  upon  it  that  this  monu- 
ment was  deflined  to  commemorate  the  lig- 
nal  vidory  obtained  by  Caius  Marius  in  the 
65  J  ft  year  of  Rome,  over  the  joint  armies 
of  the  Cimbri  and  Teutones ;  they  found 
their  arguments  upon  the  word  Mario  en- 
graved on  thefliield,  and  the  head  of  a  fe- 
male figure  reprefented  looking  out  of  a 
window,  whom  they  take  to  be  Martha  the 
Syrian  prophetefs,  that  accompanied  Marius 
in  his  Gallic  expedition :  but  there  feems  to 
be  little  reafon  for  a  trophy  being  eredled  at 

Orange 
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Orange  on  account  of  a  victory  gained  near 
Aix ;  belides,  the  naval  ornaments,  and  the 
tritons  at  the  corners,  point  out  a  combat  at 
fea,  or  upon  the  Rhone. — Other  writers 
conjedure  that  it  was  raifed  upon  the  defeat 
of  the  Allobroges,  twenty  years  before.  This 
arch  isfixty  feet  in  front,  and  profufely  co- 
vered with  fculpture,  but  the  workmanfliip 
is  not  delicate,  nor  the  defign  agreeable ;  the 
fiyle  belongs  to  the  age  of  Adrian  and  the 
Antonines.   In  that  of  Marius,  and  the  con- 
querors of  the  Allobroges,  archite£ture  was 
in  a  rude  date  at  Rome,  and  a  monument 
eredted  by  them  would  have  been  as  plain 
and  modeft  as  this  is  overcharged  with  orna- 
ments and  oftentatious.     But  Rome  had  not 
then  deviated  fo  much  from  the  auftere  fim- 
plicity  of  her  republican  principles,  as  to 
fufFer  her  generals  to  ered  trophies  of  their 
vidtories.     2d.  The  ruins  of  a  theatre  vul- 
garly called  Le  Cirque.     This  building  con- 
veys a  better  idea  of  an  antique   theatre, 

and 
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and  explauis  more  clearly  its  forms  aod  dis- 
tribution than  ^any  remains  now  extant;  for 
in  all,  except  thofe  of  the  theatre  at  Tuor- 
fiiina,  ikt/cena.is  wanting.     Hext  it  is  inr- 
finitely  more;  perfed  than  in  Sicily,  and  con- 
fifts  of  two  walls  thirteen  feet  afunder ;  the 
outermoft  is  of  the  ftupeodous  height  of  one 
hundred  and  fifteen  ^et,  bdng  three  hun- 
dred and  thirty  in  leng^,  covered  in  its 
whole  extent  by.  a  broad  coping;  the  ma- 
fonry  is  regular,  and  uiumpair^     Below 
the  coping  or  cornice  is  a  row  of  projecting 
ftones,  bored  through  for  the  receptiqn  pf 
tent  poles,  to  hold  the  awning  over  the  fpec- 
tators.     Next  is  a  cordon,  and  at  an  equal 
diftance. beneath,  another  line  of  ftones  that 
iecm  intended  to  fu[^ort  the  joifts  of  a 
floor :  under  them  is  a  range  of  twenty-one 
fijfe  arches,  the  center  one  of  which  exceeds 
the  refl  in  height.     Below  is  a  third  firing 
oftoothixigs,  andihen,  refting  on  thegrqi^d, 
aa  ancade  of  .feventeen  arches  gt  doors,  at 

different 
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dtSe]fent  intervals,  and  Various  elevations ; 
the  middle  one  is  much  higher  anid^wida: 
than  the  others.     Within  this  vaft  line  of 
building,  a  fecond  wsJl  rifes  to  tiie  height-of 
the  cornice,  that  covers  the  faMe  arches  ;  the 
middle  part  of  it  is  indented  in  a  femicir^ 
cular  form,  and  was  probably  ^Qpulpitam^  or 
part  of  the  ftage  principally  devoted  to  the 
adlion,  as  two  narrow  fide  dooirs  :give  ad- 
mittance into  it  from  the  galleries,  that  filled 
up  the  fpace  between  the  walls.     This  in- 
terior wall  is  joined  at  each  end  to  a  large 
fquare  tqwer  advancing  into  the  orchtftra 
oi  pitj  as  far  as  the  extremity  of  tjie  benches, 
which  may  yet  be  traced  in  a  vaft  femi- 
circle  on  the  declivity  of  the  hill,  to  a  height 
-  equal  with- that  of  the  fi"ont  wall ;  they  were 
all  To  contrived  as  to  afford  the  fpe£tator  a 
complete  view  of  the  ftage  from  every  part 
of  the  femicircle.    The  company  entered  by 
great  gates  on  each  fide  between  the  benches 
and^  the  towers  J   the.  a£tors  and  workmen 
-  were 
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Were  admitted  through  the  center  door,  which 
anfwered  to  a  hall  under  the  ftage,  and 
through  four  fmaller  doors,  that  opened  into 
the  lateral  towers.  The  remaining  twelve 
openings  in  the  outer  wall  ferved  as  entrances 
into  magazines.  This  lofty  pile  croffes  at 
right  angles  a  fmall  oblong  plain,  even  yet 
unincumbered  with  buildings  ;  it  has  all  the 
appearance  of  havi^fg  been  the  ftadium  or 
field,  where  the  Circei^an  games  were  ex- 
hibited ;  many  parts  of  the  wall,  fuch  as 
impbrfed  arches,  interrupted  cornices,  and 
toothings,  indicate  that  there  were  galleries, 
and  feats  aiExed  to  it  for  the  purpofe  of  be* 
holding  the  races  and  other  entertainments. 
The  wall  thus  ferved  a  double  purpofe,  and 
vhile  it  backed  xhtfcena  of  the  theatre,  was 
employed  alfo  in  fupporting  fcaffolds  for  the 
ftiews  of  the  Circus :  it  does  not  feem  natu- 
ral that  this  majeftic  ruin  fhould  have  ac- 
quired the  uncommon  name  of  a  circus,  had 
it  never  been  any  thing  but  a  theatre,  and 

therefore 
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therefore  I  am  df  opinion  that  the  name  has 
been  handed  down  from  the  time  of  the 
Romans  by  a  regular  tradition^ 

The  veftiges  of  an  amphitheatre,  part  of 
an  aquedu£t,  fome  mofaics,  and  a  few  in-* 
ftriptions,  complete  th«  lift  of  antiquities  of 
Orange* 


LETTER    XXil. 

Aiarfcillcs^  NoV^  i+i 

FkOM  Avignoii  we  cfofled a marlhy 
country  and  the  river  Dufance  to  St* 
Remy,  a  town  built  about  a  tnile  from  the 
ruins  of  Glanum  Livii*   I  was  not  able,  durr 
ing  our  fliort  ftay,  to  difcover  any  other  vef* 
tiges  of  the  city  than  the  two  pieces  of  intlqui-* 
ly  which  had  indliced  us  to  quit  the  poft  rdad ; 
Qfte  IS  a  maufoleum,  the  other  a  triumphal 
arch  J   they  ftand  a  few  yards  diftant  frofti 
each  dthef ,  but  it  does  not  appear  to  me  that 
there  ever  was  any  conne£tion  between  them, 
TOL.  II.  F  f  as 
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as  is  pretended  by  feme  authors,  wha  ffiiok 
that  they  were  erefted  by  the  fame  j^rfoas, 
and  in  the  Auguftan  age*  In  my  opinion 
they  -^ere  built  at  very  different  periods  of 
the  art,  the  fculpture  and  archite^ure  of  the 
arch  being  much  more  chafte  and  pei:fea 
than  thofe  of  the  maufoleum ;  the  latter  is 
compofed  of  a  pedeftal,  ornamented  in  baffo 
relievo  with  combats  of  cavalry  and  infantry, 
over  which  hangs  a  net  fidl  of  ^(hes,  and 
borne  up  by  genii  and  maiks ;  at  each  angle 
is  placed  an  Ionic  pilafter;  this  pedeM 
fuftains  a  %iare  mafs,  pierced  tiKrou^  vnnib 
an  arch  in  each  front,  flanked  by  Cor^zthiaa 
columns ;  the  architrave  is  charged  with  this 
iirfcription; 

SEXLMIVXreiCFPARENTlBVSSVl^.     . 

Sextus,  Lucius,  and  Marcus,  fons  of  Calus 
Julieius>  ereSled  this  to  their  parents. 

The  frize   is  adorned  with  fnakes  an4 
iwing^d  dragons ;  above,  is  a  circular  pedeftal 
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and  colonnade  of  twelve  fluted  CoiintKian 
pillars,  fhort  and  thick  in  their  proportions ; 
the  entablement  is  coywed  with  a  conical 
dome  :  under  it  appears  a  togated  and  2iJlo^ 
iaiedEgoTQ  of  very  diffecent  ftaturc,  without 
beads,  probably  the  effigies  ^of  the  perfons 
to  whole  memory  this  tomb  was  coi^teicrated. 
The  whole  building  is  light  and  pleafing  to 
the  eye,  but  upon  an  examination  of  itsfepa- 
rate  members,  will  he  found  faulty  in  many 
of  its  proportions;  the  columns  are  too 
Ihort  for  their  diameter,  the  roof  is  too 
heavy ;  perhaps,  as  was  frequently  the  cuf- 
tom  of  the  ancient  mafters,  the  archited:  fa- 
crificed  all  confiderationfor  the  minuter  parts 
to  the  general  efFedl;  and  calculated  the 
proportions  fo  as  to  produce  a  proper  fenfa- 
tion  on  the  beholder  at  fome  certain  point 
of  diftance,  where  the  fituation  of  the  ground, 
or  the  projeSion  of  adjacent  buildings,' ob- 
liged him  to  take  hi^  ftand  to  view  it. 
The  arch  has  fufFered  feverely  by  time 
F  f  2  and 
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and  dilapidations  ;  all  the  upper  part  is  dc- 
ftroycd,  and  only  the  gateway  and  a  portion 
of  the  fide-walls  fubfift.     In  both  fronts  the 
impofts,  from  which  the  arch  fprings,  reft 
upon  pilafters,  and  on  each  (idc  of  them  are 
fluted  columns  of  the  Corinthian  order,  with 
their  pedeftals,  which  fupported  the  general 
entablature,  but  fcarce  a  third  of  the  fhafts 
remains.     Between  each  pair  of  columns 
ftands  the  figure  of  a  flave,  one  male,  the 
other  female,  and  in  the  triangle  above  the 
arch  are  the  fragments  of  two  winged  vic- 
tories :    the  ceiling  of  the  gateway  is  deli- 
cately wrought  in  hexagon  compartments. 
All  that  is  yet  left  of  this  venerable  pile  be- 
fpeaks  the  happy  tafte  of  architeGure,  that 
flourifhed  under  the  firft  Roman  emperors ; 
the  fcience  was  then  fimple  and  correft,  not 
yet  fophifticated  by  that  furcharge  of  orna- 
ment which  debafed  and  disfigured  it  in  the 

following  ages. 

The 
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The  country  from  hence  grew  b?u:e  and 
rocky  j  the  banks  of  the  rambling  Durance 
ftony  and  difagreeable. 

We  pafled  through  Lambefc,  a  town  be*, 
longing  tp  the  houfe  of  Lorraine  j  here  the 
committee  of  the  States  of  Provence  ia  held ; 
the  ftates  themfelves  have  not  been  called 
together  fmce  the  year  1639  ;  but  to  fupply 
their  place  with  greater  convenience  to  go-r 
vernmenti  the  king  iflues  out  a  commiffion 
annually  to  the  ajrchbifliop  of  Aix,  two 
l?ifliops,  two  gentlemen,  the  confuls  of  Aix, 
and  thirty-five  deputies  of  diftrifl;s,  ordering 
them  to  ^flemble  under  the  direction  of  th^ 
^lilitary  commandant,  and  th^  iatendant  of 
the  province.  In  this  meeting  are  fettled  th^ 
free  gifts  to  the  king,  and  all  extraordinary 
impofitions ;  the  method  of  impofmg  and 
coUeding  the  taxes  is  regulated  by  the  num^ 
ber  of  families  in  each  diilri^. 

Aix, 
'^3 
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Aix,  the  capiul  of  ProrcacCy  aad  ibc 
feat  of  ks  parSament,  !:es  in  a  bod^cxa ;  liie 

grounds  that  encircle  it,  are  beamifuSy  £• 
▼erilfied.  Its  iize  is  not  cocndexablc,  but 
the  ilreets  are  of  a  coavenieat  txeaddi,  the 
fquare^  well  planted,  and  the  buildings  ibiid; 
the  town  is  pientifuliy  fopplied  with  fiieams 
of  water,  fiowing  on  all  fuies  from  the  im- 
pending hills. 

The  Q>urs  or  Orbitdle  is  a  magnifirmt 
walk  above  three  bundled  yards^  totigf  fonn- 
^  by  a  triple  avenue  of  venendUe  eku,  that 
fcreen  two  rows  of  regular  and  ftately  houles; 
It  is  refrefhed  by  four  fountains  j  one  of  its 
extremities  is  clofed  by  the  front  of  a  church, 
the  other  admits  a  cheerful  view  of  the  coun- 
try. The  cathedral  is  a,  clumfy  gothic  jrile ; 
the  cupola  of  its  baptifmal  font  is  i^ipp6fted 
by  fix  columns  of  marble  and  two  of  gra- 
nite, found  amtong  the  ruins  of  a  Roman 
palace.     Here,  and  in  the  other  churches  of 

the 
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iHfi  city,  are  to  be  feen  the  tombd  of  fcvctal 
cayh  of  Provence,  and  fome  good  pi^ures 
by  French  painters;  in  that  of  the  Minims  is 
a  fmafl  elegant  monument  erefted  by  Fre- 
deric the  Second,  king  of  Pruflia,  to  the  me- 
mory of  his  friend  the  Marquis  d'  Argens, 
author  of  the  Lettre^  Juives, 

The  civil  buildings  of  this  place  are  not 
remarkable,  nor  are  there  any  great  remains 
of  antique  magnificence,  though  this  was 
the  iirft  fettlement  made  in  Gaul  by  the 
Romans :  one  hundred  and  twenty-four 
years  before  Chrift,  C.  Sextius  Calvinius 
Gondu(^ed  an  army  hither,  to  fuccour  the 
people  of  Marfeilles  againft  the  Salvii,-  a  Cel- 
tic tribe.  The  difcovery  of  fome  tepid  fprings 
determined  the  conful  to  fix  a  ftation  in  this 
valley,  and  thefe  warm  baths,  which  by  ha- 
bit," were  become  a  neceflary  part  of  the  ex- 
iftence  of  a  Roman,  foon  brought  an  afflu- 
ence of  inhabitants  to  the  colony;  The 
barbarian  conquerors  of  Rome,  who  defpifed 
F  f  4  this 
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this  luxury,  overturned  the  fumptuous  edli 
fices  that  defended  the  waters  and  the  bathers 
from  injury,  and  buried  the  fprings  under  a 
inountain  of  ruins  and  rubbifh:  it  is  not 
above  a  century  fince  they  were  accidentally 
brought  again  to  light:  they  are  fqarce 
warm,  and  almoft  taftelefs,  but  are  drunk  in 
fpring  by  a  concourfe  of  people,  upon  whom 
they  operate  as  gentle  deterfive  phyfic. 

A  rocky  road  over  parched-up  waftes  leads 
acrofs  the  hills  towards  Marfeilles.  It  is 
imppffible  fbr  either  poet  or  painter  to  give 
an  adequate  idea  of  the  wonderfiil  view  that 
burft  at  once  upon  us  when  we  gained  the 
fummit.  The  brown  crag,  that  crowns  the 
height  where  we  flood,  flopes  gently  from  it 
into  thickets  of  evergreen  flowering  fhrubs: 
thefe  cover  a  large  circle  below,  and  termi- 
nate irregularly  in  fields  of  various  culture, 
where  the  olive  and  other  fruit  trees  are  at 
firft  thinly  dotted  upon  the  grounds,  but  by 
degrees  thicken,  into  clumps,  and  foon  into 

groves. 
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groves,  till  they  form  at  lad  one  wide  ex-*. 
panded  foreft ;  beypnd  them,  the  apparent 
plain,  for  in  reality  it  is  a  heap  of  little  hills, 
is  intetfe£ted  in  ten  thoufand  diredions  by 
walls,  near  each  of  whicjx  ftands  a  fmall  pa- 
vilion called  a  baflide,  as  white  as  milk, 
ftrikingly  oppofed  to  the  greens  and  yellowy 
of  the  gardens  that  furround  it :  a  dark  bor-* 
der  inclofes  this  fpace,'  and  feparates  it  from 
the  fea,  that  immenfe  body  of  waters  which 
feems  to  be  raifed  half-way  up  to  the  firma- 
ment ;  the  line  of  its  horizon  is  loft  at  eacji 
extremity  behind  far  diftant  groupes  of 
mountains ;  on  its  furface  nvimberlefs  (hips 
are  fcattered  like  white  fpots,  changing  their 
place  with  a  motion  not  to  be  followed  by 
tjie  eye.  In  a  femicircular  bay,  deeply  cut 
into  the  fhore,  lies  the  city  of  .^Marfeilles, 
huddled  together,  and  defended  by  the 
iflands,  that  feem  to  block  up  the  entrance 
of  its  narrow  channel.  I  defcended  with 
reludance  from  this  commanding  ftation, 

and 
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and  foon  after .  beheld  myfdf  immured  be« 
tween  high  wsdb,  fufibcated  with  duft,  aad 
poifoned  by  the  flench  of  the  mamire,  whkh 
innumerable  mules  convey  from  the  city  to 
the  vineyards. 


LETTER     XXIII. 

MarieiQes* 

^T  7E  have  fettled  Gurfelve$  for  a  month 
in  a  viUa  without  the  gates ;— and 
fe-om  our  windows  enjoy  a  profpe(3:  of  great 
part  of  the  city,  bay,  and  ifiands,  with  a  fine 
ftretch  of  fea  and  coaft. 

You  who  are  acquainted  with  all  my  tafies 
and  affeftibns^  may  eafily  conceive  how  my 
heart  mufl  dilate,  while  I  gaze  upcm  fo  ad- 
mirable a  pidure  in  this  cleareil  of  atnM> 
fpheres  :  you  alfo  well  know  with  what  en-» 
thuiiafm  I  am  fired  when  I  read  or  talk  of 
^he  exploits,  the  arts^  the  learning,  and  the 
4  virtues 
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virtues  of  ancient  Greece  ;  ^  aiid  cxa  thwe- 
fcnre  imagiaae  with  what  /v^eneration  I  view 
this  Gredan  calony,  aiad  medkaCe  upoa  it& 
kiftorj^  aod  that  incosopaotablt  fjilem  of  ad- 
mimftratioay  wbi^h  obf 4i^ed  the  pf ^fe  of 
the  moft  judicioua  authors  among  the  aa- 
cicntfiu  EYert  aow  Marfcilles  command^  6ur 
refjpedJ:  a$  a  greait  ccMiBinea?ciaI  port;  few 
cities  can  vie  with  it  in  exttot  of  enteiprize, 
in  the  various  cotiimod&ie8>  (iiiplarf  ed  upon 
its  whprfey  or  in  the  uumber  of  veffels  that 
fail  frdrti  bmce  to  aH  parts  of  the  world ; 
but  thefe  advantages.ari  niA  entirely  its  own } 
it  is  Qcsw  but  an  .a£kive  member  c^  a  great 
ti^narchy,  and  I  am  coniidering  it,  as  it 
once  wasy  miilrefs  of  iiielf,  ztu^  the  henefac-* 
trefs  of  furiounding  nations. 

Six  hundred  years  b^f^e  Chrift,  the  in- 
habitants of  the  Ionian  city  of  Phocea,  hav- 
ing joined  in  the  general  but  unfucccfeful 
inlurrcftion  of  the  Greek  colonies  in  Lefler 
Afia,  againft  the  Perfian  king,  fled  to  their 

fhips, 
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fhlps,  and,  rather  than  meet  his  vengeance^ 
abandoned  for  ever  the  abode  of  their  fore-- 
fathers.  They  were  long  tofled  about  on 
the  waves,  and  wandered  to  many  ports  in 
quell  of  a  retreat,  where  they  might  enjoy 
the  bleflings  of  liberty,  and  the  fruits  of  theip 
induftry :  chance,  or  fomc  reafon  unknown 
to  us,  brought  them  to  the  fhores  of  Gaul, 
where  they  built  a  city,  called  Maflylia. 
Their  manners,  inftitutes,  and  language  con- 
tinued for  many  ages  to  be  Grecian ;  their 
fame,  as  a  trading  natioo,  was  equal  to  that 
of  Carthage,  and  the  fpirit,  with  which  their 
navigators  explored  unknown  coafts,  was 
celebrated  by  the  unanimous  voice  of  an^r 
tiquity,  Theur  political  inftitutes  and  in-. 
ternal  adminiftration,  were  ftill  moy^  ad-i 
mired  j  the  wifdom,  which  dir^^ted  their 
councils,  preferved  harmony  ^t  home,  and 
eluded  the  malice,  or  repelled  the  infults  of 
the  neighbouring  barbarians  :  but  their  lafe- 
ty  arofe  from  a  fenfe  of  their  favours,  rathe^r 

thaA 
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thiaii  the  terror  of  their  arms ;  the  Gauls 
"V^ere  indebted  to  the  Maflylians  for  inftruc- 
tion  of  every  kind ;  the  Maflylians  were 
their  matters  not  only  in  morals,  politics,  and 
learning,  but  they  alfo  taught  them  how  to 
procure  the  neceflaries  and  comforts  of  life 
with  more  eafe  and  certainty,  and  in  greater 
abundance.  Thefe  benefits  infured  them  the 
refpeft  and  gratitude  of  the  Gauls,  till  com- 
merce, which  feldom  fails  to  corrupt  the  peo- 
ple it  enriches,  introduced  vices  that  poifoned 
the  fources  from  whence  the  profperity  of  the 
ftate  had  arifen.  Then  theGauls  began  to  per- 
ceive a  change  in  the  charad:er  of  the  Greeks, 
lefs  probity  in  their  dealings,  and  more  ambi- 
tion marked  by  the  tranfadions  of  commerce; 
this  gave  birth  to  jealoufies,  dnd  no  doubt 
provoked  the  Salvians  to  thofe  hottilities, 
which  obliged  thefenate  of  Marfeillestocall 
in  the  Romans,  and  thus  afford  that  all- 
ufurping  power  a  pretext  for  croffing  the 
Alps.     In  the  civil  wars  of  Rome,  Marfeilles 

took 
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took  part  with  PcMnpey,  was  be&ged,  ftorm^ 
ed  hj  Caeiar,  and  reduced  to  the  fiate  of  a 
tsibutary. 

In  the  declijEie  of  the  Roman  empire.  Mar- 
feillcSy  having  loft  all  virtue  and  energy  with 
iXs  independence,  dwindled  away  to  a  mere 
ruin  ;  nor  did  it  recover  any  degree  of  con- 
iequenoe  till  one  of  the  kings  of  Arks,  in 
the  ninth  century,  beftowed  it  as  an  a|^n- 
dage  upon  a  younger  fon.  It  remained  un- 
der the  government  of  vifcounts,  or  of  its 
own  magiftrabes,  till  the  earls  of  Provence 
conquered  it. 

MarlHUes  Aands  upon  a  declivity  and 
embraces  the  port,  wixich  runs  about  one 
thoufand  ilx  hundred  paces  into  the  land. 
The  old  town  is  the  moft  elevated,  but  it  is 
ill  buik,  filthy,  and  gloamj.  The  ftreets  of 
the  new  town  are  fpacious,  and  full  of  neat, 
good  habitations.  The  Cours  is  a  very 
noble  ftreet,  planted  with  a  double  row  of 
trees  between  lines  of  houfes  built  upon  a 

fym- 
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fymfnetrical  ddlign,  and  ornamented  with 
porticos  and  columns.  In  the  evening,  e^e* 
cially  that  of  a  h<^i<ky,  it  is  crowded  with 
peqple,  and  forms  one  of  the  moil  variegated 
and  lively  fceoes  I  ev-er  beheld.  This  cli^ 
mate  id  exCeffively  hot  in  fummer,  though 
tempered  at  -certain  hours  by  the  breeze  off 
the  fea ;  in  winter  the  north-eaft  winds  that 
blow  fcHT  a^ny  wieeks  together,  are  the  moft  ' 
cutting  I  ever  felt;  but  when  they  ceafe, 
the  winter  days  of  this  country  are  as  plea- 
fant  as  the  iioefl  fummer  ones  in  our  north- 
ern regions. 

In  moft  of  the  churches  are  paintings  of 
merit  by  Puget  and  other  mafters  of  the 
French  fchool ;  but  Puget's  fame  arifes  more 
defervedly  from  his  admirable  works  in 
fculpture,  of  which  many  are  to  be  feen 
in  this  his  native  city.  The  efcutchfeon  of 
the  royd  arms  over  the  door  of  the  town 
hall,  is  a  piece  of  exquifxte  t^fte  and  delicacy 
pf  touch. 

The 
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The  abbey  of  St.  Vidor  contains  a  great 
quantity  of  tombs,  and  ancient  infcriptions^ 
in  honour  both  of  chriftlans  and  pagans.  It  ia 
one  of  the  oldeft  monaftical  foundations  in 
France ;  feveral  eminent  perfonages  have  be* 
longed  to  its  fociety,  and  there  imbibed  the  prin- 
ciples of  thofe  virtues,  and  the  rudiments  of 
that  knowledge, which  afterwards  raifed  them 
'  to  the  higheft  dignities  of  the  church. 

The  harbour  is  fhut  up  with  a  chain,  and 
ihips  of  war  or  heavy  burden  ufually  ride  at 
anchor  in  the  road  between  the  iflands  and 
the  main  land,  but  there  is  always  a  great 
crowd  of  fmajler  veflels  in  the  port ;  the 
ufual  number  to  be  feen  amounts  at  leaft  to 
five  hundred,  and  it  is  computed  that  near 
font  thoufand  ihips  and  barks  enter  this  port 
in  the  courfe  of  a  year.  Along  the  fine  quay 
that  lines  it,  the  ftir  and  buftle  is  prodigious  ; 
a  moving  picture  that  is  enlivened  by  the 
great  variety  of  dreffes,  the  gefticuladons 

and 
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and  expreffive  countenances  of  the  perfons 
that  compofe  it. 

The  galley  flaves,  except  when  employed . 
at  work,  chained  in  pairs,  pafs  their  time  in 
a  part  of  the  quay,  lying  near  the  gallies, 
which  are  ufed  merely  as  places  of  confine- 
ment ;  this  diftridl,  I  am  told,  is  a  kind  of 
market  for  ftolen  goods,  as  well  as  a  recep- 
tacle of  all  forts  of  idle  and  profligate  com- 
pany. No  place  abounds  more  with  difTolute 
perfons  of  both  fexes  than  Marfeilles,  and  ^ 
in  the  abundance  of  proftitutes,  that  appeal; 
in  the  ftreets,  it  is  almoft  upoA  a  par  with 
London.  '> 

The  fortifications  that  defend  the  city  on 
the  land  fide,  are  fucli  as  no  military  perfon 
would  think  able  to  refift  the  attacks  of  a 
regular  army  j  and  yet  the  emperor  Charles 
the  Fifth  was  foiled  in  his  endeavours  to 
break  through  them,  and  obliged  to  make  a 
difgraceful  retreat  into  Italy.  Several  forts 
guard  the  entrance  of  the  harbour,  and  high 
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^  Upon  the  point  of  a  mountain  ftands  that  of 
Notre  Dame  de  la  Garde,  better  known  by 
the  mention  made  of  it  in  the  voyage  of 
Chapelle  and  Bachaumont,  than  by  its 
ftrength,  or  even  its  image  of  the  Madonna, 
the  patronefs  of  the  MarfeiUefe  failors. 

The  Lazaretto  is  an  exteniive  infulated 
building.  As  the  Levant  trade,  which  is  the 
great  concern  of  Marfeilles,  fubjeds  it  to 
the  dangers  of  the  plague,  and  veflels  are 
continually  arriving  from  the  fufpicious 
ports  of  Afia  and  Africa,  the  greateft  care  is 
necefiary  to  prevent  this  exterminating  con* 
^ion  from  being  communicated  by  any 
infe6:ed  ihip«  The  laws  of  quarantine  are 
no  where  better  regulated,  or  more  ibridly 
enforced,  than  in  this  Lazaretto ;  nor  is  this 
to  be  wondered  at,  for  the  defolatimi  of  the 
year  1720  may  be  faid  to  be  yet  frelh 
in  the  memory  of  the  inhabitants  ;  fome 
furvivors  remain  to  paint  the  horrid 
fcene,  and  keep  alive  the  fears  of  thofe  that 

are 
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are  too  young  to  have  been  witneffes  of 
that  dreadful  vifitation  of  the  hand  of  God. 
Above  fixty  thoufand  perfons  died  of  the 
diforder  in  the  city  of  JMarfeilles ;  but  the 
lofs  has  been  repaired,  and  it  now  reckons 
near  ninety  tiioufand  fouls  within  its  walls. 
Of  this  multitude  almoft  every  individual 
appears  to  have  a  concern  in  trade :  I  never 
&w  a  feaport,  where  there  was  fo  much  noiie 
and  buftle,  but  iiideed  I  know  no  people  of 
fo  lively,  clamorous  a  tunij  or  fo  prone  to 
boifterous  joy,  as  that  of  Marfeilles.  The 
Proven9al  is  all  alive,  and  feels  his  nerves 
agitated  in  a  fupreme  degree  by  accidents 
and  cAgeds  that  would  fcarce  move  a  mufclc 
or  a  feature  in  the  phlegmatic  natives  of  more 
nordiem  climes ;  his  fpirits  are  fliurried  by 
the  flighteft  fenfations  of  pleafure  or  of  pain, 
and  feem  always  on  the  watch  to  feize  the 
tranfient  impreffions  of  either;  but  to  balance 
this  deftrudive  propeiifity,  nature  has  wifely 
rendered  it  difficult  for  thofe  impreffions  to 
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fink  into  their  fouls ;  they  eafily  receive, 
but  as  eafily  difcard  and  forget,  thus  daily 
offering  a  furface  fmoothed  afrefh  for  new 
pains  and  pleafures  to  trace  their  light  affec- 
tions upon.  But  this  by  no  means  excludes 
warm  attachments  and  folid  friendfhips; 
when  time  and  habit  afford  leifure  for  the 
impreffion  to  penetrate  deep  enough,  it  will, 
no  doubt,  acquire  and  retain  as  firm  a  hold 
'  in  their  breail  as  in  any  other,  and  perhaps 
be  flamped  with  flill  greater  warmth  and 
energy. 

The  commerce  of  Marfeilles  is  divided 
into  a  multiplicity  of  branches ;  a  variety  of 
commodities  are  fabricated  here,  or  brought 
from  the  other  ports  and  inland  provinces 
of  France  to  be  exported,  and  numerous 
articles  of  traffic  are  landed  here  in  order  to 
be  difperfed  in  this  and  other  kingdoms.  It 
is  pref^imed  that  one  year  with  another 
buiinefs  is  tranfa£ted  upon  this  exchange  for 
near  fifteen  millions  flerling.     The  exports 

to 
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to  the  Levant  amount  annually  to  thirty-one 
millions  of  livres  ;  the  imports  from  thence 
are  valued  at  fifty.  Thofe  from  the  Weft 
Indies  and  Cayenne  are  calculated  at  feven- 
teen  millions  of  exports,  and  twenty-one  of 
imports.  About  three  millions  and  a  half 
are  employed  in  the  Eaft-India  trade,  fix  in 
the  corn  trade,  and  about  tvrenty-nine  in 
that  vrith  Spain  and  the  reft  of  Europe. 
Four  millions  worth  of  fait  cod  ind  train 
oil  comes  from  North  America ;  oils  from 
Sicily,  &c.  to  the  amount  of  fourteen  millions, 
exported  again  in  foap  to  nearly  the  fame 
value ;  as  alfo  various  manufaftures  to  the 
amount  of  two  millions  and  an  half. 
Add  to  this  circulation  the  dealings  in 
infurances,  and  profits  upon  bullion,  and 
you  will  have  a  rough,  but  coinprehenfive 
Iketch  of  the  commerce  of  Marfeilles. 
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